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Greetings from the RCHS Board of Directors -
At the Annual Meeting on August 24 it was noted that according to the by-laws Leon Wilhelm, 

John & Rita Seeba, and Austin Duerfeldt will continue serving in their offices. We thank them. 
     The museum buildings were the site of several gatherings and events this past year. We 
frequently answer requests for area history and genealogy help, and visitors often are seeking 
information about county family connections.

The new roof on the main building looks great, and the replaced AC unit upstairs is welcome.
We participated in the NE State Historical Foundation Wander Nebraska Program.
The Museum is included withing the bounds of the Falls City Creative Art District certified by the

Nebraska Arts Council.
Thank you to John Seeba and Leon Wilhelm for mowing, maintenance, delivery of heavy items.
Thank you to those who served as docents and hosts for events: Terry Stradtman (lead), Jan 

Deckinger, JoAnn Koso, Jean McNeely, Barb Parrish Sickel, Kathy Perkins, Norma Thompson, Joan 
Zoeller, Kristy Snethen, Mary Beth Gibson Rowell, Pam Kunz, June Bowers, and Jane Zentner. 
Thank you to Barb for keeping the decorations current and to Mary Beth & Kristy for cleaning.
    Volunteers are continually needed for two-hour afternoon shifts, so please consider being part of 
this group, even if as a substitute. It is an opportunity to learn from visitors as they see what we have.

Thank you to all who have contributed through memberships, donations, and memorials. Please 
continue to help with the upkeep of our buildings and expenses. Our Board of Directors continues to use 
your gifts wisely and applies for grants when possible. If you have not paid your Sept.1, 2024-Sept.1, 
2025 dues or wish to make a contribution, please do so. A form is included in this newsletter for your 
convenience. Questions? Call the museum, leave a message, or contact one of your board members. 

Have a good year.

The Board of Directors wants to recognize and thank Joan Zoeller for her continued
contributions to the Museum.  She works an afternoon each week making displays patron
friendly, repairs books, makes labels, and contributes to research. Her ideas are so helpful.
When she is  a docent she greets and gives tours to visitors and accepts and sorts donations.

A current project is revamping our three showcases in Prichard Auditorium.
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   At the RCHS Annual Meeting August 24, we
were entertained by Chris Sayre of Lincoln with
his program - Nebraska's Musical Smorgasbord:
Music from Various Ethnic Groups in Nebraska.
He used a variety of instruments. We received
funding from Humanities Nebraska for this.The
committee served root beer floats and cookies.

  The same day was the Cobblestone Parde and festivities. For the first time 
since 2019, the RCHS entered a float.The committee of Jason Stevens, June 
Bowers, and Jan Deckinger did a wonderful job creating and constructing a float 
with items from the Museum to show the parade theme, "We've Got the Spirit," 
and the float theme:

 Shown was that 100 years ago Lloyd Hahn of Falls City 
competed in the Paris Olympic Games and in 1928 in the 
Amsterdam Games, Charlie Abbey was the first pro-
baseball player from Nebraska, Doug Goltz inducted into 
the National HS Coaches Hall of Fame. County school 
uniforms included a complete 1927 FCHS women's 
basketball uniform, Honey Creek and Sacred Heart 
cheerleading outfits, warm-up gear, a band uniform, 
booster clothing, and trophies. A big thank you to the 

spirited individuals riding the float and to Farm & City Supply for use of a new 
trailer. We were awarded third place!

2



3



4



Submitted by Bill Rowan
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  This light green painted and stitched quilt created by Eunice DeWald Ferguson from her 
memories and research of buildings in Falls City in 1940. There are trains and tracks on the 
border. Facing east (top) at left center are shown the courthouse and uptown buildings. Her 
sisters, Roberta DeWald Taylor and Kay DeWald Pottorff helped her complete it.

Election of 1924
President: Calvin Coolidge
Vice-President: Charles Dawes
U.S. Senate: George W. Norris
U.S. House of Representatives: John H. Morehead, Falls City
Nebraska State Senate: John Wiltse, Falls City
Nebraska House of Representatives: Edward E. Auxier, Dawson
County Commissioner 3rd District: Edward Uhri, Humboldt
County Commissioner 2nd District: Joseph Lewis, Verdon
Clerk of the District Court: Florence Cleaver
County Assessor: Gust Duerfeldt – However, the same election abolished the Assessor's Office.
Voters defeated a measure to change from three commissioners to seven supervisors.

Memorial donations were given in honor of:

Nelle Pfister 
John Anno

Vernon Bletscher
Ron Shubert

Gerald Fritz
Danny Noll
Neal Frost

Mary Little
Shirley Fritz

Myron Nussbaum

Roy Rieschick
Shirley Meinzer
Marie Parsons
Laura Kottich
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Submitted by Bill Rowan
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More about Rulo
This river town was laid out in 1856 and incorporated  January 8, 1858.
Rulo had the first county newspaper, the “Rulo Western Guide,” in 1858.
 By 1885, it was known to offer watch repair, blacksmithing, attorneys, bakery, grain mills, breweries, 

lumberyard, restaurants, hotels, general stores, saloons, drug store, two barber shops, grocery stores and 
churches. Streets were graveled in 1926. First Street was blacktopped in 1941.

Cash register from
the first Rulo Bridge

toll booth. 
Bridge was dedicated
in 1939. Became toll-

free in 1957.  

From the
orginal

Burlington
Railroad Bridge

that was replaced
in 19_____

  
The Lewis & Clark Expedition camped nearby in 1804 when this region was part of the new Louisiana 
Purchase. Two historical markers at Rulo describe this.

  Two hundred twenty years later on October 9 a large crowd of Rulo citizens and others from 
surrounding communities welcomed the Lewis & Clark Discovery Expedition of St. Charles to its River 
Rat Campground. A cannon salute announced the approach of their replica keelboat.  There were twenty-
two men and women. They met the public and gave visitors a close-up view of the 55-ft. boat. There was
a flag lowering ceremony, and  Board Chairman, Becky Simmonds, was presented a peace medal. They 
expressed thanks to Rulo for its hospitality and use of the campground where five replica tents were 
staked and used by the crew before leaving the next morning. The overnight stop at Rulo was part of the 
group's re-enactment trip from Omaha to Kansas City.
  Jane Zentner gave the group a scrapbook she compiled when the Discovery Expedition of St. Charles 
stopped in 2004 and 2006 on its bicentennial trip in the same keelboat. She is creating a similar one of 
this stop, including a paw print from “Captain,” portraying Seaman, Capt. Lewis's dog. She gave each 
crew member a set of souvenir pins of that trip.

  Six of the crew, living in Ohio, have
connections to Falls City. They are descended
from early settlers, David C. Barnes and
Franklin and Janetta Brenizer. Family tradition
says that Harry Cashell of Ohio met Beulah
Brenizer when he was a carpenter on a depot
and she was playing piano at a hotel in Falls
City. They married in 1911 and moved to
Ohio.
  Their grandson, Robert Shannon Anderson of
Ohio portrayed his uncle, Pvt. George
Shannon, on the 2003-2006 bicentennial trip
on the same keelboat. He came into Falls City
then to research and visit gravesites. Pvt.
Shannon is best known for getting “lost” for 16 days in now northeast Nebraska in 1804. 
Mr. Anderson's daughters and grandsons and a six-year-old great-grandson were on this memorable stop.
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This wagon was built by the Vocational Agriculture class of Falls City High School in 1928 for 
Lothair Rieger, 1926 graduate and farmer north of Preston and later Hiawatha.

This Advance Rumely thresher was bought at Paul & Wilbur Last's auction by Marlin Peck.
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Some Other Recent Acquisitions
* Sixty scrapbooks of Community Hospital  history lovingly compiled by Lee Ferguson, long-time 

administrative assistant and donated by her. Her husband, Robert, researched and wrote histories of the
railroads, Falls City Municipal Airport, Boy Scouts, etc.

* Governmental and family photographs and documents of Judge & Rep. Archibald J. and Martha, Gov. 
Arthur J. & Maude (Hart), and Rep. Phil & Jane Weaver donated by Fred & Rita Weaver.

* Many Sacred Heart, Salem, Honey Creek, and Rulo & Peru State school pictures, family  documents, 
wedding dress, and a large variety of items used around a farmstead. Also a collage of 1938 county 
town main street pictures and FC ornaments from Don "Jiggs" & Ruth Frederick Mullins' son, Keith.

* Bride dolls, a painted cocoa pitcher set, Navy service, 
1946 baseball, and postal service items and Kanaly 
family pictures belonging to Lawrence "Dick" & Nina 
Hall Frederick donated by their daughters.

This heavy cardboard array of slots was used by Dick 
Frederick to practice sorting mail. > >>>

* 1860s bed frame in which Annie Gist, daughter of Isham Reavis was born in 1865. It had been used 
many years in the Burton family Colorado cabin. Donors: Cindy Burton Kopf and David Kentopp.

* 1904 rocking horse given to Fred Roesch by his grandfather, Jacob. Donor: Glenda Roesch Nelson
* Cartoon sketch by Art Parchen found in basement of former Morsman Studio.
* Portable embalming kits
* Tire bead breaker tool donated by Bones (Mrs. Lloyd) Rowland.
* Vietnam War Commemorative banner and declaration from Reavis-Ashley Chpt. of D.A.R.
* Pink Depression Glass set used to serve lemonade to hay crews from Verna Mae White.
* Verdon Bulldog yearbooks donated by June Bowers.
* Candle holder, plate, and three porcelain silverware holders, painted by Gladys Gerweck, several 

FCHS yearbooks, and a painting of Brick School #53 by Luella Weddle from Jim & Deb Gerweck.

Upcoming Event: Christmas Tea- Saturday, December 7, 2024
Program by Rayma Volkmer  “Lady's Got Back,” The Evolution of the Victorian Bustle

Space is limited, so contact the museum for advance tickets.

Volunteers and suggestions for programs are most welcome. 
Open Wed., Thurs., Friday 2-4 April – October,  but we will gladly arrange a showing at other times. 
Consider having your group meeting at the museum or arrange a tour.

We invite you to visit our Museum & other museums in the county - Quad County 
Museum in Humboldt, Penn Colony/Community Museum at Dawson, Collections Museum,  
John Philip Falter Museum, and the Military Museum in the Courthouse.

This and past newsletters are available in color on our website.
http://www.negenweb.net/RCHS
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A peek into one of our display booths in
Prichard Auditorium that has been updated.

This sad little
elephant brought
smiles to many
children when
they slid down
his trunk at the
city park –
Dallas Jones
Park. Now he is
waiting for a facelift and a place to rest at 
the Museum.
      

Support for mailing this newsletter graciously provided by Falls City Care Center.
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