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History of Lincoln County

Cuarces McDovarp. In the settlement of every new country
there are at least two classes of men—one who comes in, remains for
o short time and moves on to another newer couniry, and that with-
out accomplishing much to make a record worthy of preservaiion,
while the other class comes in to do and to dare; comes in to make
permanent homes for themselves and their children, as well as to
earve out an enviable place in the community that will ever remain
as of value to the future generations of men. Such an one was pio-
neer Charles McDonald, one of Lincoln county’s first pioneers, who
had at heart the general interest of all that was good and praise-
worthy in this section of Nebraska for almost three score years, an
when he had reached that exceptional age of ninety-three years he
laid down life’s burdens and passed to the great beyond.

Charles McDonald was born in Tennessce October 25, 1826, the
son of Alexander and Mary (McClister) McDonald, of distinguished
ancestry. The great-grandfather, Alexander McDonald, was a Vir-
ginian. _Alexander McDonald, father of Charles MeDonald, was
born in Virginia in 1791 and in 1792 was taken by his father, John
MecDonald, over the mountains to Tennessee. The maternal grand-
father, James McClister, was also a Revolutionary soldier and was
with General Washington’s army when it crossed the Delaware on
that eventful Christmas eve before the battle of Trenton. Charles
McDonald remained with the family until lLiz twenty-third year.
He worked on the farm summers and attended the oid-fashioned
distriet schoo} during the winter months, his total schooling being
not over three years. He then went t0 farming on his own account.
He migrated from his native state to Nebraska in 1855, and in July
of that year located a claim on Turkey Creek, Pawnee county, where
now stands the enterprising corporation of Pawnee City, which he,
his cousin, Arthur McDonald, who came to Nebraska with him from
Tennessee and a man by the name of McLaughlin laid out. Subse-
quently he removed to Richardson county, Nebraska, where he took
a prominent part in all politieal affairs of that section of Nebraska.
He was & member of the Second Territorial Assembly in 1856; was
« member of the Territorial Council, serving two terms. 1le was also
u}allected to the Tifth Territorial Council, from which he resigned

is seat. :

January 15, 1860, he came to Lincoln county which he helped
to organize. At first the county was known as ‘‘Shorter.”” At this
time he resided at Cottonwood Springs, where he operated a ranch
and store, where Fort McPherson was later built, on ground selected
by him. He was the first county officer, being eclected county judge
immediately following the county’s organization. July 10, 1860,
he issued a marriage license and performed the marriage ccremony
of the first couple united in marriage in Lincoln county. 1Te also
held the office of county clerk one term. Politically Mr, McDonald
was afliliated with the democratic party.
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4 HISTORY OF LINCOLN COUNTY

He sold out his property at Cottonwood Springs to the United
States Government for $6,000, it being converted into Fort MePher-
son, & military post and reseryation, and moved to North Platte April
94, 1872, where he ever afterward resided. There he wus afterwards
re-elected as county school superintendent, serving two terms, and
later was & county comiiissioner one torm., In 1873 he opened 2
general merchandise store, coulinuing in such business until Jan-
uary, 1899. lle was alzo0 a large land owner, having several hundred
acres of the best land in the county.

Tn 1878 he established a bank at North Platte. It was a private
institution known as the Bank of Charles McDonald. In 1902 1t
was incorporated as the McDonald State Banlk, of which he was presi-
dent until his death, when his son, W. H. McDonald, who had been
vice president, was made president. In point of actual service this
is the oldest bank in Western Nebraska (see Banking Chapter),
Mr. McDonald having been a banker over forty sears.

From the time he opened his pioneer store in this county up to
the last years of his eventful, successful career, Mr. McDonald was
known as & man of excellent business judgment and poscessed of
sterling qualities and unusual integrity.

With relation to his civie society fraternities it may be said that
he was the oldest Mason in Nebraska at the date of his death. He
was made a Mason 1n Rogersville, Tennessee. in January, 1851, and
at the time of his decease was the wearer of the Jordan Jewel, pre-
cented to him by the Grand Lodge of the state. He was one of the
prime movers in the orzanization of Platte Valley Lodge No. 22,
Ancient Free and Aceepted Masons, at Fort McPher=on in 1870. For
six years he was worsbipful master and for thirteen vears was treas-
urer of the lodge. He was also o worthy member of Euphrates
Chapter No. 15, Royal Arch Masons, and of Palestine Commandery
No. 13; also was a thirty-second degree Mason. He belonged to
Iondge No. 985, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, at North

latte.

Mr. McDonald was reared in the faith of the Cumberland Pres-
byterian Church, but there being no such denomination here he
attended the Presbyterian Church and also the Meihodist Episcopal
Church, of which his wife was a member.

He was one of the county’s most enterprising and public spirited
citizens, and was closely identified with every praiseworthy enter-
prise in his home city and county. He was intensely patriotic. and
when the late World war was waging he bought more Liberty T.oan
bonds than any other resident of Lineoln county, and also War
Savings Stamps, that the Government he loved so well might be
upheld. Lo

Concerning his domestie relations let it be stated that Mr. Me-
Donald was united in marriace in the City of Omaha, October 14,
1858, to Miss Orra B. Henry, daughter of Anan and Lydia (Swift)
Henry. Mr. ITenry was born in Stoddard, New Tampshire, and hie
wife in Plainfield. Mas sachuzetts. They were married in New York.
going west to Ohio and to Omaha. Nebraska, in 1836. being among
the first scttlers of Omala, Subsequently they came to this county,
when he died in March. 1870. and is buried at Jlort MePherson.
Mrs. McDonald was born March 8, 1840, in Hamilton, New York,
g descendant of Richard Warren and Peter Brown who caune to
America on the Mayflower. Mrs, McDonald accompanied her hus-
band to Lineoln couniy, «here ghe was the first white woman to
locate. She died at North Platte, December 28, 1898. Of this






s rm LS AN

AT <
mlw pv-!:-
s "
.

£

e LAt LR iy
v A

1!

pwwlw"
¥ " ty
b,

e

Yl




HISTORY OF LINCOLN COUNTY 5

marriage union there were children as follows: Frank, deceased ;
William H., a banker of North Platte; Nettio V., wife of William C.
Reynolds; Charles A, deceased ; James Boyd. of Omaha, Nebraska;
George W., decensed; and Callie E., deceased wife of Frank L.
Mooney, o North Platte banker. This pioneer couple had five grand-
children and two great- andehildren. The grandchildren arc:
Charles McDonald Reynolds, of Omaha, president of the Nebraska
Fuel Co.; William Edward Reynolds, deceased; Mrs. William Daub,
of Fostoria, Ohio; Miss Janet McDonald and Master Frank A.
Mooney, of North Platte. The great-grandchildren are: Charles
McDonald Reynolds, Jr., Willlam Neville Reynolds, and Ruth Daub.

After baving spent a highly successful life, as one of the sturdy
upbuilders of Nebraska, which he helped reclaim from wilderness,
desert, Indians, grasshoppers and drought, until it blossomed like
the rose, Charles MeDonald contracted pneumonia, from which he
died April 22, 1919, at 830 at night. He was buried at North Platte,
in the country where he had lived, labored and loved so many years.

wirrian H. McDoxarp. The biographical contents of this
publication would be incomplete without at least a brief sketch of
the career of North Platte’s pioneer citizen and banker, W. H. Mec-
Donald. Concerning his honored father, the late Charles McDonald,
a separate article appears preceding. Through his mother, Orra
Belle Henrv, who was born near Elmira, New York, be is descended
from Richard Warren and Peter Brown, passengers on the May-
fower at the very beginning of New England’s history.

W. 4. McDonald was born at Cottonwood Springs, Nebrasks,
June 14, 1861, one of the oldest native sons still living. It would
be difficult to conceive of a man whose intimate relations with the
history of this section of Nebraska make better qualified as a touch-
stone of historical authority. He attended the first school beld in
Lincolu county in a dug-oui, the teacher being a miarried woman
who opened a _small private 2ehool for & few small children living
near Fort McDPherson in 1866, and later at Fort McPherson. He
also was a student in the first i“log school” at North Platte, and in
1868-60 attended a private <chool at Omaha. His later education
was acquired in Bailey’s Commercial College at Keokuk, Iowa, the
North High School at North Platte and in Lincoln University at
Lincoln, Illinois. :

The best part of education is adaptation of personal character
and abilities to the needs of an environment. In that direction
Mr. McDonald was a true pioneer son. As soon as he could ride a
horse, which was about five or six years of age, he began herding
cattle, and become known as the “voungest bull whacker” in the
country. Handling cattle was his greatest enthusiasm while a
youth. He drove iwo yoke of oxen and hauled hay across the
Platte- River when but ten years of age, and too small to lift one
end of an ox yoke. In 1873 his father opened up a big farm adjoin-
ing North Platte and also a general store in the town and besides
attending school W. H. drove delivery wagon after school, worked
on the farm and looked after the stock eattle which had to be driven
to and from their grazing grounds, sometimes only a mile but some-
times forty miles away. Tor about ten vears he was general utility
bov and man in the store and on the farm, and also performed all
the duties of a regular cowboy. attending “roundups” for years and
helping “cut out” and brand the stock and convoy them to market.
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When he was a small youth his father had large government
contracts for hay and wood for Fort McPherson, aud had about
twenty ox teans to do the hauling. Tt was not always easy to get
men who could drive a bull teany, and W. L. McDonuld wus always
willing to be pressed into this service. When the famnily moved to
North Dlatte April 24, 1372, though only ten years of uge, he
drove three yoke of oxen iuto the town and was the envy of all the
town small boys.

What is now the M¢Donald State Bank was established in 1878.
Four years later in April, 1882, W. II. McDonald entered that n-
stitution, performing a miiscellany of duties as jauitor, niessenger,
collector and teiler. He was promoted to acting cashier in 1854 and
the following year to cashier, a post of duty he held until Septem-
ber, 1894. On the 4th of that month he was appointed and entered
upon his duties as Receiver of the United States Land Otiice at North
Platte and served until September 8, 1898. Tor several months fol-
lowing his retirement from office he was in the life insurance busi-
ness, a line which he intended to follow permanently. Ilowever, on
account of his father’s serious illness he returned to the bank as
cashier and when the private bank was incorporated under the
name of the McDonald State Bank on January 2, 1902, he con-
tinued as cashier of the new institution. At the annual stockholders
meeting of January, 1911, he was clected vice president and eashier.
In April, 1919, following the death of his father, he was chosen
president, the office he ocenpies at present.

For many years Mr. McDonald has been interested as a stock-
holder and officer in various banks in Nebraska. In October, 1903,
he organized the Maxwell State Bank and was its president for
about twelve years, In June, 1906, he incorporated as the chief
stockholder the Gandy Bank, and bought out the old Bank of
Gandy, becoming its president. When tlie Stapleton branch of the
Union Pacific road was completed to Stapleton he removed this bank
to Stapleton, changing its name to the Bank of Stapleton. where it
is now the oldest and largest hank in Logan county. TIle is also
president of the Banl of Stapleton.

Mr. MeDonald served a short terra as a member of the Board
of Education of North Platte. ITe helped incorporate and organize
the North Platte Country Club in 1916, being chairman of the
committee which located and bought 146 acres of land adjoining
the eity and built a fine ¢luh house and other buildings at a cost
of about £12,000. When the club house was formaily opeaed
June 28, 1920, Mr. McDonald was president of the club. In
politics he aets independently theugh usually veting as a demancrat.
e has heen affiliated with Platte Valley Lodge No. 32, Ancient
Free and Accented Masons. since April, 1889, is a Past Tligh Priest
of Euphrates Chapter No. 15, Royal Arch Masons, is past eomman-
der of Palestine Commandery No. 13, Knights Templar, and is
also a life member of Tangier Temple of the Mystic Shrine. He
belones to Flk Tindge No, 985, Mrs. MeDonald and their daughter
are memhers of the Preshyvterinn Church of North Platte, her par-
ents having been charter members of that church.

June 16, 1886. Mr. McDonald married Miss Mary {alwavs ealled
Minnie) Telton. daughter of James and Caroline Belton.  Her par-
ents settled at North Platte in 1870. This made her a pioneer of
the town. and she also acquired part of her edneation in the old
log school and was the first to finish the course of the North High
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School.  After graduating from the Western Female College at
Oxford, Ohto, she returned to North Platte and becume a book-
keeper in her father's mereantile store, and continued that work
until 1389. Mr. and Mrs. McDonuald's first two dauglhters died in
infaney. Their third daughter Janet graduated from Vassur Col-
lege in 1918, then took a post-graduate course in music and art at
Northwestern University in Chicago. Sinee the fall of 1919 she
has been gaining busines: experience in the MeDonald State Bank.

James M. Carnoun. The more progressive men of Nebraska, as
elsewhere, recognize that agricultural edueation today means much
more to the country than any other kind of education, and that the
farmer must be taught not only the profit but the necessity of raising
live stock on his farm to maintain its fertility, and to provide for the
actual wants of the world. They also hold that an intelligent appre-
ciation by all of the people of the individual obligation each one is
under to the soil, and to those who are engaged in cultivating it, will
bring about a further recognition of the importance of the work of
the farmer, and a realization on hiz part of the dignity of his calling.
One of the men of Lincoln county who has done much in the way
of inculcating the above ideas in his community is James M. Calhoun,
one of the large landowners of the North Platte neighborhood, whose
farm is in section 7, township 14.

James M. Calhoun was born in Jo Daviess county, Ilinois, on
June 24, 1866, a son of Noah W. and Julia A. (Parkinson) Calhoun.
Noah W. Calhoun was born in Bedford county, Pennsylvania, on
April 4, 1839, and died at Los Angeles, California, in 1015. His
wife, who is also deceased, was born in Jo Daviess county, Illineis,
in 1842, During the greater portion of his life Noah W. Calhoun
was engaged in contracting, although in young manhood he did some
farming 1n Illinois. Later on in life he came west to Grand Island,
Nebraska, and carried on a contracting business at that place and
also at Aurora, hut subsequently returned to Illincis. After his re-
tirement he went to Los Angeles, California, where he passed away.
He and his wife had nine children, as follows: Bertha, who is the
wife of Milton Wingert, of Wood River, Nebraska; Cresea, who is the
wife of Will Burnett, lives at Beaumont, Texas; James M., who was
third in order of birth; Russell W., who lived at Nichols, Nebraska,
18 now deceased ; John 8., who is al:o deccosed ; Hattie, who is the wife
of Will Barmour, of the State of Washington; Jescphine, who is the
wife of James Stewart, lives-at Houston, Texas; Charles W., who
lives at Seattle, Washington; and Jennie, who lives at Chicago, Ili-
" nois. During the war between the states Noah W. Calhoun served
as a soldier in the Union Armiy, enlisting in Fifty-third Illinois Vol-
unteer Infantry, and remaining in it for nine months, when he was
honorably discharged. He always supported the principles and
candidates of the republican party. With the orgnnization of the
Grand Army of the Republic he joined a local post and alwiavs main-
tained his conuection with it during the remainder of his life, he
passing away at the Soldiers” Home at Los Angeles, California. Both
he and his wife were members of the Methodizt Episcopal Chureh
and active in forwarding its good work. 3

James M. Calhoun attended the public schools of his native countv
and supplemented that knowledge by a business education. He came
west as a teacher in the Indian scliool in South Dakota, but left it and
came to Nebraska in 1884, and was a teacher in the public schools
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of York county for a time. He then homesteaded in McPherson
county, and proved up his claim. Coming to Lincoln county, he
invested heavily in land and now owns something like 4,000 acres of
land in this and other countics. Ilere ho 1s engaged in general farm-
ing and stockraising, and he specializes on registered Hereford cattle.
His improvements are excellent ones, and all of his agricultural work
is well superintended.

In 1892 Mr. Calhoun was united in marriage with Minnie Wisner,
born in Michigan, a daughter of William E. Wisner, who was an
early settler in McPherson county, Nebraska. Mr. and Mre. Calhoun
had the following children born to them: James M., who is residing
in McPherson county, is a veteran of the great war, having served
in the Twentieth United States Infantry, and was discharged at Fort
Benjamin Harrison ; Hazel, who is the wife of Arthur Qualley, a
schoolteacher of Lincoln county; William, who is also a veteran of
the great war, served in an officers’ training camp, and now lives in
McPherson county; and Cecil Clyde, Alva, Minnie and Emeline, all
of whom are at home. In his political life Mr. Calhoun has carried
out the policy of not conuecting himself definitely with any party,
but giving his vote to the man best suited for the office. He has
been a Mason for a number of years. Much more intelligent and
scholarly than many who are engaged in his calling, Mr. Calhoun
has been able, because of his superior knowledge and training, to
take the lead in a number of things, and as this leadership has alwayvs
been in the direction of securing permanent improvements and better
conditions of living, his influence has always been a constructive one
in his neighborhood and one that is much appreciated.

Joux Wixa. One of the progressive farmers of Lincoln county
who is operating upon quite an extensive seale as a farmer and
stockraiser is John Wing of section 9, township 14, in the neighbor-
hood of North Platte. Ife was born in Washington countly, Wiscon-
sin, on April 8, 1864, a son of Joel and Elizabeth (Page) Wing.
Joel Wing was born in the State of Maine and Lived to be fifty-six
years of age, while his wife, a native of New York, dicd at the age
of seventy-six vears. He was a farmer in Maine, and eame from that
state to Washington countr, Wisconsin, where he acquired timber
land. There are four children living of the family born to Joel
Wing and his wife, namelv: Louisa, who is the wife of Henry Camp-
bell, lives in Wisconsin ; David, who lives in Alaska; Eva, who is the
wife of Ray Brigas, lives in Wisconsin ; and John, whose name heads
this review.

Growing up in Wisconsin, John Wing attended its common
schools, and when he was g young man bought land in Wisconsin.
In a later dav, in 1909, he came to Brule, Nebraska, and worked as
a farm hand until he located permanently in Lineoln county.
Mr. Wing now leases 560 acres of land and carries on a general line
of farming and stockraising, specializing on hay production. e
handles a high grade of live stock, experiments having convinced
him that the poorer erades do not vield sufficient profits.

In 1886 Mr. Wing was married in Wisconsin to Myvrtle Willey, a
native of Wisconsin, and a daughter of George Willey. They be-
came the parents of the following children : Lola, who is the wife
of Ernest Redinger, of North Platte; George, who is mentioned be.
low; John, who is mentioned below; David, who works on the farm
with his father; Ispiah, who iz at howme; Lafayeite, wihb is at home;
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and Gladys, Gertrude und Mgyrtle. all of whom are attending school.
In politics Mr. Wing is an independent voter. Mrs. Wing is a
menher of the Christiun Church and interested in relisious work.

George Wing is a veteran of the great war, having been in the
United States ambulance service for fifteen months, and received
his honerable discharge.

John Wing is also a veteran of the late war, being a member of an
infantry division and in training at Camp Funston. Owing to the
signing of the armistice, he was not sent aeross, but was discharged
from camp.

The Wings, father and sons, are held in the highest esteem in
this region. They have contributed much toward the acricultural
development of the county, and when their country needed tliem the
sons went into the service, and the father did bis part in increasing
bis production and contributing generously toward war work.

R. E. Pererroux. The United States can boast of no better or
more law-abiding class of citizens than the great number of GGermans
who have found homes within her borders. There have come to this
county from that countrv and other lands men with limited finan-
cial resources but imbued with a sturdy independence and a laud-
able ambition to succeed, and who have taken advantage of the won-
derful possibilities afforded here. Gradually. step by step, they have
risen to places of prominence in various lines of activity. Of theze
there can be none mentioned who deserves more favorable attention
than the gentleman whose name opens this biographical sketch and
who has for a number of vears been an henored and industrious resi-
dent of Lincoln eounty, where he is well known and highly esteemed
for his many eormmendable characteristies.

R. E. Peterjohn was born in Germany on February 27, 1868, and
is a son of Lrnest and Fredrica Peterjohn, also natives of Germany,
where they spent their entire lives and where the father followed
agricultural pursvits. They are both deceased, the father dying at
the age of sixty-five years and the mother when fifty-six years of age.
The subject was reared under the parental roof and secured his eduea-
tion in the schools of his native community. In 1884, when sixteen
years of age, he and a sister came to the United States to mulke their
future homes. This sister is now decensed. Mr. Peterjohn came at
once to Jowa, where for a vear he was employed in farm work. He
then went to California. where he remained for a time. but in 1888
he came to Webster county. Nebraska, where he bought land, which
he improved, but two vears later he sold that tract and moved to
Kimball county, Nebraska, where he entered a homestead. He lived
in that county ten vears and then, in Mareh, 1900, he came to
Lineoln county, bought eighty acres of land. and has since made this
his home. For a time after loeating here he had a hard time, but
gradually he forged ahead and for several vears has been in very
comfortable eircumstances, being now considered one of the success-
ful and representative farmers of his loeality. TTe has carried on
general farming operations, and has also given considerable attention
to the rwising of livestock, in which he has met with a very gratifving
degree of success. He has zpecialized on hogs, keening a fine arade of
Duroc Jerseys, of which he has had a8 many as 300 head at a time.
The farm buildings are of a substantial character and are well
arranged for the convenient handling of the farm work. Mr. Peter-
John is inténsely practical in his farming operations, exercising
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sound judgment and a wise discrimination in his labors, and is
eminently deserving of the splendid success which has come to him.

In 1907, at North Platte, Mr. Peterjohin was married to Winifred
Vedder, the daughter of Riley and Hannah (Daggett) Vedder, na-
tives of Madison county, New York. Mr. and Mrs. Vedder moved
from New York State to Hlinois, whence in 1879 or 1880 they came
to Nebraska, taking up a homestead in Dawson county, where they
lived until August, 1919. They are now living at Cozad, Nebraska,
Their active years were devoted to farming pursuits. Mrs. Peterjohn
13 the owner of 476 acres of land, which she homesteaded herself. She
was formerly encazed in teaching school, having been so occupted
in Dawson and Lineoln counties. To Mr. and Mrs, Peterjohn have
been born five children, namely: Elsie, twelve years of age; Fern,
ten years of age; Laura, seven years of age; I'lorence, three years old ;
and Nellie, two years old.

Politically Mr. Peterjohn has been g supporter of the republican.
party ever since attaining his majority, and takes a commendable in-
terest in puhlic affairs, especially as relating to his own community.
Both he and his wife attend the Presbyterian Church, to which he
gives earnest support. e has ever enjoyed the respect and esteem
of those who know him for his friendly manner, business ability, his
interest in public affairs and upright living, and is regarded by all
as one of the substantial and worthy citizens of his community.

4

Wirntay A, Gaust. In all that constitutes true manhood and
good citizenship, William A. (zaunt, one of the best known and most
substantial of Lincoln county farmers, is a notable example and none
stand higher than he in the esteern and confidence of the community
honored by his citizenship. IIis career has been characterized by
duty faithfully done, and by industry, thrift and wisely directed
efforts he has nequired a liberal share of this world’s gnods, besides
earning a reputation whieh has never been clouded by unworthy
acts. He is a man of good judement and pronouneed views, keeping
himself well informed on current events and taking a lively interest
in all the public alfairs of his community. Fle has worked lard for
that which he now possesses and knows how to appreeciate the true
dignity of labor and to place a correct estimate on the value of nmoney,
Nevertheless he is liberal in his benefactions and stands ever ready
to support with his influence and means all measures for the material
and moral welfare of his community.

William A. Gaunt was born in Germantown, Pennsvlvania, on
January 7, 1841, and iz the son of Henry Gannt. The father was
a native of Scotland. who came to the nited States in an early day
and here followed farming, locating first in Germantown. Subse.
quently he moved ta Cain county. Hlinois, where he spent the re-
mainder of his life, his death necurring when he was sixtv-nine vears
of age. He was survived by his widow, who died when seventy-cicht
years old. Thev were the parents of six children, four snns and two
doughters. namely: W. A the immediate subject of this sketeh;
Mark, of Elburn. Tlinois: Frank, also of Elburn: Washington, who
lives in Florida; Klizubeth, deceased ; and Emma (Mrs. Morris), who
lives in Jowa.

William A. Gaunt was reared to manhond in Cain county, Illi-
nois, whither the family moved from Pennsvlvania when he was
quite voung, and he seeured a2 Zood praetical edueation in the public
schools. At the outbreak of the Civil war he enlisted in Company F,
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One Hundred Forty-seventh Iilinois Infantry, and served faithfolly
for four years and three months. Ile took part in many of the most
hotly contested buttles of that great conflict, and in one engacement
wus severely wounded in the leg. He remained in Iilinois until
1871, when he moved to Thayer county, Nebraska, where he lived
for eighteen years. While there he homestended a tract of land,
which he proved up, but he finally sold that farm and in 1889 he
came to Lineoln county and located in North Platte, where for twenty
years he wus engaged in blucksmithing. He then entered a home-
steud, comprising his present farm of 480 acres, and here he devoted
hiniself to its improvenient and eultivation for many years. This
was largely sand lund, which at that time did not present a very invit-
ing prospect, but he had faith in the land and hLis judgment was
abundantly vindiecated in the splendid farm which he deve oped from
it. Fe has carried on general farning and stockraising and has been
eminently suceessful in his operations, his work being characterized
by sound judgment and sound discrimination. He has accumu-
lated a sufficiency of this world’s goods to enable him to retire from
active Jabor and he is now enjoying that rest which he has so richly
earned. In the period when he first came to this loeality there were
no railroads here, and he was compelled to haul the lumber for his
first buildings from Brownsville. He was compelled to endure many
privations and hardships, and he males the statement that in those
days oftentimes a cornmeal sandwich was considered pretty good
eating.

On July 3, 1873. at Belvidere, Nebraska. Mr. Gaunt was married
to Jennette Morgan, who was born in ITall county, Michigan, the
daughter of Willard and Miranda {(Lyon) Morgan. both of whom
were born in Rochester, New York. To Mr. and Mrs. Gaunt have
been born four ehildren: Fueh L., who is operating a ranch of his
own in Lincoln county; Roy V., who remains at home: Williard H.,
who was a brakeman. was killed on the Union Pacific Railroad at
thirty-three years; and Lillian May, who died when two wecks old.

Politically, Mr. Gaunt gives his support to the republican party
and takes a keen interest in public affairs, while religiously he is an
earnest member of the Methodist Episeapal Church. His carcer pre-
sents a notable example of those qualities of mind and character
which overcome obstacles and win suceess. His life has been a busy
and successful one. and his record is eminently worthyv of persual by
the student who would learn the intrinsic essence of individuality
and its influence in molding a successful career in the face of adverse
circumstances.  Because of these things he enjovs to a marked de-
aree the confidence and esteem of all who know him. He is 2 mem-
ber of the Grand Army of the Republic.

Curist Jonxsox. To a great extent the prosperity of ihe aeri-
cultural sections of our great country is due to the honest industry,
the sturdy perseverence and the wise economy which #0 prominently
characterizes the foreion element that has entered larzelv into our
population. Bv comparison with their old eountry surroundinas these
people have already recognized the fact that in Ameriea lie the areat-
est opportunities for the man of ambition and energy. And because
of this many have broken the ties of home and native land and have
entered earnestly upon the task of gaining in the new world a name
and competence. Among this elass mav be mentioned the Iate Christ
Johnzon, who by reason of indefatigable labor and honest effort not
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only acquired a well merited material prosperity but also richly earned
the highest esteem of all with whom he was ussociuted.

Christ Johnson was born in Denmark on March 1, 1851, and was
the son of Jumes and Dorothy Anderson, who were born. reared and
spent their entire lives in their native Denmark. He was reared
under the parental roof and secured his education in the schools of
this native ecommunity. He lived there until twenty-nine yvears old,
when, in 1850. he tinmigrated to the United States. He first lo-
cated in Wisconsin, where he spent a vear, and then, in 1881, came
to North Platte. Nebraska. where he entered the emplov of the Union
Pacific Railroad Company, with whom he remained for sixteen years.
Deciding that that line of work did not offer the opportunities for
advancement in a material way for which he was ambitious, Le relin-
quished that work and turned his attention to the soil, homesteading
a tract of land about ten miles north of North Platte. His first tract
was 160 acres, in addition to which he acquired 320 acres, and still
later acquired another eighty, so that at the time of hiz death he
was the owner of 560 acres of land. Much of this land was originally
composed of sand hills, which did not present a very inviting prospect,
but he had faith in his abilitv to make that soil productive, a faith
which suhsequent events proved to be well founded, for the sand hills
eventually bore fine crops of grass and grain and today this farm is
anong the best In the community. The property is well improved.
the buildings being substantial and commeodious in character and
well adapted to the purposes of the farm. The first vears spent on
this farm by Mr. and Mrs. Johnson were characterized by the severest
sort_of hardships and privations, which would have utterly discour-
aged persons of less heroic mettle, but they had abundant faith in
the final outcome of their cfforts and persisted until finally they
realized that their efforts had borne fruit. Mr. Johnson’s death oc-
curred in October, 1918, and the farm is being operated by Mrs. John-
son and her children.

On November 22, 1884, Mr. Johnson was married at Chapman,
Nebraska, to Mary Rassmasen, who was born in Denmark on April
18, 1862, the daughter of Ians and Stena (Balle} Rassmasen. Both
of these parents were born in Denmark and both are decensed, the
father dving at the age of sixtv-two years, and the mother when
fifty-one years of age. Tans Rassmasen came to America in 1880,
locating at Chapman, Nebrazka. where he engaged in farming and
where he spent the remainder of his life. To Mr. and Mr=. Johnson
were born eleven children. namely: Mrs. Anna Haddoek, who is
living in Lingn. Nebraska: Pete, of North Platte; Hans, of North
Platte; Mrs. Mary Hansen. whose husband is a farmer and ranch-
man in Lincoln county; Tda Bass lives with her mother; Chiist and
Charley are also at home; Lena died at the agze of one vear; Ellen
died at the age of six months; Dewev and Blanch are at home.

Politically Mr. Johnson mave his support to the republiean party
and he took an intellizent interest in publie affairs, thangh he was
not a secker after pullie office. Religionsly the family are afiliated
with the Lutheran Chureh. of which Mr. Johnson was an earnest
member.  ITe was a member of the Ancient Order of United Work-
men. In this record there was much that was commendable, and his
character forcibly illustrates what a life of energy ean accomplish
when plans are wisely laid and actions are governed by richt prinei.
ples, noble aime and high ideals. In his business career as well az his
private life no word of suspicien was ever breathed against him. His
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Jeath removed from Lincoln county one of her most substantial and
highly esteemed citizens, and the many beautiful tributes to his
high standing as a man and citizen attested to the abiding place he
hwd in the hearts of his many friends.

Wirsur H. A¥DERsON, whose life since boyhood has been spent
in Lincoln county, where, beginning his independent career without
resourees, he has progressed through his innate qualities of industry,
perseverunce, economy and integrity to the ownership of a highly
productive farm and the position of a substantial influential and
useful member of the community. He was born in 1874 in York
county, Nebraska, a son of Boone ‘Anderson.

Boone Anderson was born in Seott county, Illinois, May 15, 1848,
a son of John Spencer and Mary L. (Hall) Anderson, both natives
of Kentucky. These good people were farmers in the Blue Grass
State for a number of years, but later moved to Illinois, where in Scott
county they became well-to-do and highly respected residents, and
known as faithful members of the Church of Christ. Mr. Anderson
was a democrat, although not 2 politician, preferring to devote him-
zelf exclusively to the interests represented in his farm and his home.
He and his wife were the parents of eighteen children, of whom ten
are still living, five coming to Nebraska, the latter being: James G,
who is engaged in agricultural pursuits in York county; William,
who after a long career as a farmer is living in retirement in Nuckolls
county, Nebraska; John H., who is engaged in farming in Fillmore
county, this state; Permelia, who is the wife of Oliver Crowder, of
Seward county; and Boone.

John Spencer Anderson’s good qualities were inherited by his
son Boone who attended the public schools of Tllinois and resided in
that state until 1864, at which time he came to York county, Ne-
braska, settling on the Blue River, where his father and the eldest
son, William, took up the first homestead claim in the eounty. This
they proved up and disposed of, and Boone Anderson later took up a
claim, which he proved and =oid, and carried on general farming in
addition to raising a good grade of livestock. In 1886 he came to
Lincoln county, where he took up a tree claim, which has since eon-
tinued to be his home. He is one of the substantial citizens of his
community and a man who through his good citizenship and personal
integrity has won and held the esteem and respeet of his fellow men
in great degrec. He iz a demoerat in his politieal views and wields
some influence in his locality. Mr. Anderson was married in 1870
to Miss Louisa Mann. who was born in Ohio, and to this union there
were born eleven children: Nora, who is the wife of Charles Smith,
of Gothenburg; Wilbur II., of this notice; Esther M., the wife of
William Swancutt, a Lincoln county agriculturist; I'rancis, a resi-
dent of Gothenburg; Joseph, a resident of Brady Island; fesse B., who
is engaged in farming in the vicinity of Sterling. Colorado; Bertie E..
who 12 deceased; Lula, who is the wife of Lewis Hayworth of Lin-
coln county; Eleanor, whoe is the wife of Rov Chittiek, a Lincoln
county farmer; Myron, who is engaged in farming operations in
Dawson county, this state; and Ethel, the wife of Robert IKarskadon,
who is engaged in teaching in Lincoln county. .

Wilbur H. Anderson was given his educational training in the
public schools of the country distriets of York and Lincoln counties.
He was a boy when he came to the latter with his parents, and here
grew to manhood. Later he homesteaded a property in this county,
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on which he proved up, and has since been successfully engaged in
general farming uctivities, owning here 320 acres and 640 acres in
another tract three miles south of his home. He also raises a good
grade of livestock.

He has excellent modern iruprovements on his property, and his
operations are carried on with in:proved machinery and by the latest
approved methods known to seientific agriculture. He has a number
of important business connections, indicating his standing and ability
1n business, and is a stockholder in the Farmers’ Elevator Company
at Gothenburg.

Mr. Anderson was married in 1895 to Miss Ada Middleton, daugh-
ter of Mrs. Clara Middleton, a skoteh of whom appears elsewhere in
this work, and to this union there have been born nine children - Lece,
Avis, Harlan, Paul and Harry, twins, Owen and Lyle, twins, and
Mary, all at home, and Jean, deceased. All the children have been
given good educational opportunities and are growing up to be a
credit to their training, to their name and to their community. They
have been reared in the faith of the Church of Christ, to which their
parents belong. Lee Anderson, the eldest son and child, enlisted in
motor section of the Coast Artillery, Company A, and trained at
Logan, Utah, and Fort MeArthur, California.” After four months
of service he received his honorable discharge.

PERRY G. GrADY. During a period covering more than 3 quarter
of a century Perry G. Grady has been a resident of Lincoin county,
where he has made the most of his opportunities for improvement and
has advanced and prospered with the advancement and prosperity
of the section which he adopted as his permanent home. As a farmer
and raiser of good stock he has achieved a satisfyving success, and
as a citizen he has attained an enviable place in the confidence of
those among whom his activities have been prosecuted.

Mr. Grady is a native of the Keystone State, born in 1858, a son
of Edward and Louiza (Hunsin ger) Grady, both native also of Penn.
sylvania. His father, who followed an agricultural career, achieved
success in his farming and stockraising operations heesnse of his
good judgment, enterprize and marked industry, and although he
was a man who applied Linself diligently to his" work, he never lost
sight of his responsibilities of eitizenship, and served capably in a
number of township offices. e was a mémber of the Tndependent
Order of Odd Fellows. and he and his wife were faithful members
of the Presbyterian Church, in the faith of which they reared the
members of their farnilv. They were the parents 1o ten children, of
whom five are living.

Perry G. Grady received his education in the publie sehonls of
his native state, and was there reared to manhoed on his father’s
farm, where he assisted the elder man in the varions duties pertain-
ing to the eultivation and development of a countrv estate. Hia
training was thorough, and by the time he was ready to start upon a
career of his own he was fully equipped to eompete with others in
the fight for agricultural supremacy.  Mr. Grady answered the eall
of the West in 1893, when he made his way to Lincoln county,
Nebraska, and purchased land, upon which he crected a sod house,
or “soddy.” That continued to be his home while he was completing
the work of development on hiz property. but it has long since been
replaced by a modern residence. around which have sprung up barns
and outbuildings of a substantial and attractive character. Mr. Grady’s
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improvements are 1moedern in character and his methods also. Ilis
enterprise has been no less than bis industry, and he has deterininedly
applicd hinwelf to a course of principles which inelude integrity, fair
dealing and honorable transactions,  1lis reputation in counnereial
wnd other eircles is correspondingly high. 1fe has various intercsts
and connections of a business nawure, and is u stockholder in the
Farmers Elevator at Gothenbure, this state.

It1 1889 Mr. Grady was united in marriage with Miss Anna Swift,
a native of Pennsylvania, and they are the parents of six children
Pearl, the wife of Ira McPheeters, an agriculturist of Lincoln county;
Daigy, the wife of Roy Galloway, who is engaged in farming in Daw-
son county, this state: Grace the wife of Vernon Atkinson, a Lineoln
county farmer; Lloyd, who resides at home and assists his father in
the work of the property; Helen, who is attending public school at
Gothenburg; zmdp Blanche, at home. JMr. Grady takes an independent
stand upon politieal questions, and is inclined to support the man
rather than the party at elections. His fraternal interest iz manifested
by his membership in the local lodge of the Modern Woodmen of
America, and he and Mrs. Grady are faithful members of the Metho-
dist Church, in which religion they have reared their children.

WiLLiaym Brooy. Among the honored citizens of Lincoln county
who have now passed to their reward ‘after many years spent in
agricultural pursuits was the late William Bloom, for a quarter of
a century or more a successful farmer and highly respected citizen
of the Peckham preeinet. Mr. Bloom was a man of numerous ad-
mirable traits of character who won the confidence and esteem of his
fellow-citizens not alone through his honorable business transactions,
but for the faithful :nanner in which he discharged the duties of
several public offices to which he was elected.

Mr. Bloom was born in Northumberland county, Pennsylvania,
in 1842, a son of Jacob and Julia (Dartholomew) Bloom, natives
of the same state, where Jacob Bloom applied himself to farming and
also followed the trade of wheelwright. He was a democrat in politics
and for some years served in the capacity of justice of the peace, and
he and his worthy wife were faithful members of the Lutheran
Church. They became the parents of nine children, of whom three
are living, one of whom iz P. B. Bloom, a successful farmer in the
Brady eommunity. '

William Bloom was educated in his native state and was still com-
paratively a young man when he migrated to Nebraska, first locat-
ing in Clay county and later. in 1886, moving to Lincoln county,
where he secured a tree claim. This he developed into a valuable
property, and continued to be engaged in farming and stockraising
until his death, which occurred January 19. 1917. He made sood
wnprovements on his land, set out a small orehurd, and in various
ways evidenced that he was a good farmer and a progressive man.
He was a demoerut in his political tendencies, and was the holder of
official positions for many vears, having been justice of the peace of
his precinet for a quarter of a century and treansurer of the school
board for several vears. His public record was clean and commend-
able, and his private life was an open book. ITe belones to the
Lutheran Chureh, of which his widow, who survives him as one of the
highly esteerned ludies of her community, is a member and active
worker.,

Mr. Bloom married Miss Turie Hollenbach, who was born, reared
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and educated in Penosylvania, daughter of Paul and Mary Hollen-
back, natives of that state, where they passed their lives and were
greutly respected.  Mrs. Bloom had been married previously to John
Hepner, u native of Penusylvunia, and she had one daughter by her
first marrtage, Virginia, the wife of €. A. Spidle, ai Kimball, Ne-
braska. Oue child was born to Mr. and Mrs. Bloom, Rollo W., who
1s operating the Liome place for his mother.

Joun W. Moore. The historic Prairie State has contributed
many native sons to the upbuilding of Lincoln county, and their
hames appear among those who have maintained its best agricultural
and business standards, as well as its best ideals of charucler and
citizenship. In this connection mention is due John W. Moore, the
owner of a valuable farmn in section 23 in the Gothenburg commun-
ity, whose earliest years were spent on o furm in LaSalle county,
Illinois, where he was born in 1873, a son of Edwin and Sarah
(Cottew) Moore, the former 2 native of England and the latter of
Tlinois.

Edwin Moore was a young man when he immigrated to the United
States, where his first settlement was in LaSalle county, Illinois.
There he married, bought land and settled down to a career in farm-
ing, but later was attached to Nebraska, and for a time lived at Otoe
county. Later, in 1889, he moved to Dawson county, where he
purchased a relinquishment, on which he proved up and continued
to be engaged in farining and stockraising during the remainder of
his life. He was a man of marked public spirit, giving his assistance
to all worthy projects, and was one of the builders of the Gothenburg
South Side Ditch. In politics he was independent. His widow, who
survives him and resides on the old homestead, is one of the well-
known ladies of her community and is a faithful member of the
Baptist Church. Of their ten children seven are living: James, who
1s engaged in farming in Lincoln county; John W.; Flora, the wife
of Charles Fink, of Kansas; Mary, the wife of Myron Anderson, a
Dawson county farmer; and Charles, Joseph and Fred, all farmers
of that county.

John W. Moore received a public school eduecation in Nebraska
and came from Dawson eounty to Lincoln county in 1900. Here he
worked for the Ninety-six cattle outfit for a time, but eventually
accumulated sufficient eapital with which to purchase a farm, and
to this he has added from time to time until he now owns 160 acres
in his home farm and 640 aeres in Dawson county. a highly cultivated
and productive property. Mr. Moore's energies have been applied
to general farming and stockraising, and he 1z accounted a capable
and thoroughly informed agriculturist and an excellent judge of live-
stock. Ile has good improvements on his land, and everything per-
taining to his estate suggests good management and a progressive
ipirit. Mr. Moore is a stockholder in the Farmers Elevator at Gothen-

erg.

In 1899 Mr. Moore was united in marriage with Hannah E.
Anderson, a daughter of Magnus Anderson, a native of Sweden, who
homesteaded in Lineoln county in 1889 and subsequently hecame
one of the substantial and highly respected citizens of his community,
a man well liked and one who backed up good propositions for the
general welfare. Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Moore:
Florence, Minnie, Fern I'. and Virginia May, all at home with their
parents. As to political allegiance Mr. Moore maintains democratic

TR eT—— D
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principles, but hus never been a seeker for preferment on his own
accourtt.

Masor LercesTer WarLker. With a life time devoted to military
tactics there have been few meu who knew their country’s history
more intimately than did the late Major Leicester Walker of North
Platte. He wus born in Sundusky, Olioe, September 3, 1836, and died
April 9, 1916, in North Platte, and by reason of his strength his days
had been almost four score years in the world. For many years his
life was spent in military duiy, and he lived in many parts of the
country.

On May 8, 1861, Leicester Walker was appointed second lieu-
tenant in the Second United States Cavalry, and he joined his com-
pany in Washington, District of Columbia, in the sume month. The
comipany was garrizoned in the White IMouse Building, but in June
it was_transferred south of the Potomae, where he did scout duty
until July 18. On April 18th he was a member of Louis Frontier
Guard of 100 men and was stationed in the White House to protect
the president until April 27th when he was discharged. On July 18th
the company was ordered to the frout and he fought in the battle of
Cub Run the same day. On July 21st the compuny engaged in the
first battle of Bull Run, and from that time the regiment was sta-
tioned at Camp Clifford, Washington, District of Columbia, all
through the winter of '61 and ’62, and here on January 15, 1862,
he was appointed first lieutcnant of Company C, Fifth United States
Cavalry, and remained in command during all the engagements from
the Peninsular campaign to Yorktown and Williamsburg, having
several days of hard fighting. e then took part in the second battle
of Bull Run, South Mountain and Antietan:.

During the winter of 1863 Lieutenant Walker was with the army
near Falmouth, Virginia, doing scout and picket duty on the Rappa-
hannock River. He was in the battle of Fredericksbure, Virginia,
under General Burnsides. At this time General Pleasanton was in
command and Major Walker served on the staff as musterer and
chief of ordnance. He was on General Meade’s staff at the battle of
Gettysburg. After serving in all of the battles of the Potomnac Major
Walker was transferred to the staff of General Sheridan as chief com-
missary of musterers and-chief of ordnance. He remained with
General Sheridan until they reaclied the James River, when he was
sent to a hospital in Washington, suffering from an attack of pneu-
monia.

Major Walker was unable to join his command again until after
the end of the Civil war. At the close of the war he was ordered to
Charleston, South Carolina, with four compaunies, and from there to
Columbia, South Carolina, by General Sickles. At this point he met
with a serious accident, his team running away, and he suffered a
broken ankle. He was laid up for sone {ime on account of it. When
he was ready for service again in 1866 he was placed in command of
the post at Aiken, South Carelina, this post embracing districts in
five states. He was head of the Freedman’s Aid Bureau in his terri-
tory, and thus he had eharge of all clections. Fle was again ordered
west to fight the Tndians, and was under eommand of General Sheri-
dan again.” They spent a winter in Kansas, Colorado and Texas.

In the spring of 1869, Major Walker marched with a command
of 400 men from Fort Harker, Kansas, to Fort McPherson. Nebraska.
He encountered Indians on the Republican River and other streams
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all through that summer, and on July 1 he fought in the battle of
Summit Springs, in which Chief Tall Buil was killed, and capturing
many squaws and papooses. In 1870 Major Walker was located at
North Platte in command of the post, with a company from the
Ninth Infantry. They were detailed to scout duty prolecting settlers
and the Union Pacifie Railway. On December 30, 1870, Major
;\lfatlbl;er resigned, and he spent the remainder of his life in North
atte,

While in military service Major Walker received two brevets for
gallantry on the field of action - Brevet Captain and Brevet Major in
the United States Army. He was also recommended for Brevet Lieu-
tenant-General for gallantry in the battle of Summit Springs. While
stationed at Aiken, South Carolina, Major Waller met and married
Georgia Warren, a young woman from Georgia. She is a daughter
of John and Sophia (Evans) Warren. The father came from Wales
and the mother was a Georgian. Her father was a slave owner, and
they were a prominent zouthern family living at Columbus, Georgia.
For many years he was a merchant in Columbus. Mrs. Walker’s
brother, James W. Warren, was a prominent man in Georgia, sery-
ing as private gecretary for the different governors for more than a
quarter of a century.

This brother, who was thoroughly imbued with the spirit of the
South, did not speak to Mrs. Walker for sixteen years after she mar-
ried her Yankee husband, but she had no regret on account of her
marriage relation. Their son, Leicester Warren Walker, was born
August 26, 1868, at Aiken, South Carolina. and he was educated in
North Platte and at Lehigh University in ennsylvania. He is an
electrical engineer by profession, and followed the business until
1901, when he built the local electrie light plant. He owned and
operated it until February, 1914, when he sold out and has since then
been =z traveling salesman, having five states in his territory. He rep-
resents a number of manufacturers in the sale of all kinds of signs
used as advertisements.

On September 9, 1909, L. W. Walker married Maude Dillon
(see sketch of Isaace Dillon), and they have one daughter, Margaret.
He is 2 member of the following fraternal orders: Free and Accepted
Masons and Benevolent and Proteetive Order of Elks, and usually
casts his ballot with the democrats.

Miss May Walker died February 10, 1920, in North Platte. Ma-
or Walker was a prominent member of the local Grand Army of the
epublic, and at the time of his death he was the post commander.
He was an active member on the staff of the commander of the
National Grand Army of the Republie, and always attended the en-
campments. He was also a member of the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks and the Ancient Order of United Workmen.

Major Walker was a democrat, and his party honored him by
electing him mayor of North Platie for two terms, and for many years
he served on the hoard of Lincoln county commissioners, In 1871
he homestended near North Platte. when there were only about 200
people in the town. e organized the Walker Brothers Bank, the
first savings bank in the county (sec historv of banks). and he later
sold it to Charles McDonald. He also sold his old homestend—a
ranich five miles north of the city, where he had raised catile exten-
sively. Major Walker bore the name of his father, Leicester Walker,
who came from England.
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Ira Wizson. The career of Ira Wilson, now one of the substan-
tin! farmers and stockraizers of Lincoln eounty, has been one in
which he has triumphed over edarly disadvantages, made his own op-

ortunitics and emerged with the rewards which are given those who
Elbor faithfully and live their lives honorably. He was born in
St. Lawrence county, New York, January 30, 1856, a son of Elam
and Emmeline (Haskel) Wilson, natives of the Empire State, where
the mother died as an Adventist when her son was only one year old.

In New York Elam Wilson was a farmer and had a good prop-
erty, but decided that there was a better opportunity for success in
the West, and accordinzlyv disposed of his eastern interests and re-
moved to Todd county, Minnesota. Subsequently he moved to Drain,
Oregon, where he bought land and engaged in fruit growing, but in
his declining years came to Nebraska, where his death occurred at
the home of his son in Lincoln county. He was a man of good
qualities, 2 member of the Methodist Chureh, was a Mason, and in
his political allegiance a republican. After his first wife's death he
married Rosilla Gibbs, by whom he had one son, Watson, who is
now deceased, and one daughter, Amy. By his first marriage he had
but one son, Ira.

Ira Wilson was educated in New York State, where he grew to
manhood, and at the age of twenty-five years came to Nebraska and
in March, 1881, located in Dawson county, where he secured employ-
ment pulling wool from dead sheep on the sheep ranch of Kennedy &
Platt. This work did not agree with his health, and he accordingly
turned his attention to farming in Dawson county as a hand. After
three years he went to Scottsbluff county. where for a like period he
farmed and freighted, and by the end of that period bad accumulated
sufficient means to invest in a small property of his own. Through
judicious investment, good management and hard work, he has in-
creased his holdings to 230 acres, and at present is the owner of a
valuable property, which boasts of modern improvements, and upon
which he carries on suceessful general farming and stockraising
operations. ITe iz one of the substantial agriculturists of the DBrady
community, and a citizen of public spirit and general worth.

Mr. Wilson was married in 1883 to Miss Jennie Murphy, daughter
of Benjamin Murphy, an early settler in Lincoln county, and they
are the parents of three children: Sybil, who is deceased, and Iva M.
and Bennie L., who reside with their parents. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson
are members of the Methodist Church, while Mrs. Wilzon is g mem-
ber of the Rebekahs and Mr. Wilson of the loeal lodge of Odd Iellows.
He maintains an independent stand in regard to political affaire.

Georce A, Barrey. Belonging to that class of workers whose
practical eduecation, quick perceptions and great capacity for pains-
taking industry have advanced them to positions of business and
agricultural prominence formerly occupied by men many years their
senior, George A. Bailey, while representing the vigorous and re-
sourceful present of the West, gives promise of partieipating in its
more enlightened future. more especially in Lineoln county, where
he is now carrying on extensive operations as a farmer and raiser
of livestock.

Mr. Bailey was born in Wisconsin in 1884, a son of Jason and
Anna (Orie) Bailev. His parents, who were farming people, went
from Wisconsin to Colorado, where they spent some vears, but even-
tually returned to Wisconsin, where the father is still making his
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honue, the mother having passed away there. George A, Builey was
but eight years of awe when he canie to Lincoln county, Nebraska,
where he made his home with an unele for six years, in the meantime
obtaining his education in the public schools. Ile wasstill a youth of
tender years when lLe started out on his own account, and as all of
his training had bLeen ulong agricultural lines, it was but natural
that he should follow that avenue of endeavor. Ie was industrions
and economical, working steadily and saving his wages, and thus
finally became the possessor of suificient capital to establish himself
as i farmer uand stockraiser on his own aceount. At this time he ix
the owner of a valuable property of 320 aeres in section 5, township
11, range 26, which stands us a monument to his ubility, industry,
perseveranee and good managenent. Here he has a country estals
that is distinetive not onlv for its substantial buildings and other
lmprovements, but for its productiveness. ITe has made a cloze study
of the vocation to which he has devoted lhis life, and is conversant
with the methods that combine to gain success in the extensive and
interesting feld of agriculture. Mr. Bailey carries on both general
farming and stockraising, and has made a ‘suceess in each, his eaitle
being of a high grade and hiz produce meeting with a ready nd
favorable market.

On January 10, 1906, Mr. Bailey was united in marriage with
Miss Anna Johnson, who was born in Nebraska, a daughter of Qlaf
Johnson, one of the early settlers of Lincoln county, where he Las
passed an honorable and suecessful career as an agriculturist. Four
children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Bailey: Ernest and Ken-
" neth, who are attending the distriet school, and Anna and Lyle.
Mr. Bailey is a popular and valued member of the loeal lodge of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in which he has numerous
friends.  As a voter he is independent in his tendencies, preferring
not to be prejudiced by party influences in his selection of candi.
dates for public office. " His own conncetion with public affairs has
been merely that of a good ecitizen, supporting constructive and bene-
ficial measures and working for the welfare of his community.

Frep PEcREaM. A resident of Nebraska since the age of four-
teen years, Ired Peckham’s experiences in this community have
included various phuses of life in the eountry. During the earlier
days he was a range-rider for some of the well-known outfits, but for
a number of years has been devoting himself to farming and stock-
raising in Lincoln eounty, where he iz the owner of a valuable prop-
erty, and where the high regard in which he is held has led t0 his
election to several positions of public trust and reaponzibility.

Mr. Peckham was born in Green county, Wiseonsin, in 1863, a
son of Halsey and Pmiline (Paulina) Peckham, the former a native
of New York and the latter of Pennsylvania, Tlalsey Peckham
was a boy when he went to Wisconsin with his father, but after Trow-
ing to manhood homesteaded a property, settled dewn, and was mar-
ried. Te made hiz home in Green county until 1879, when he
answered the call of the West, traveling overland (o Nebraska, where
he took up the first liwmestend seenred in Peckhmun Prectnet, July
26, 1879. Like other carly settlers, his original home waz made of
sod, and in this he lived while he was passing throngh the lean. hard
years, in which the work of eatly development was slow and tedjous.
Later, however. he rade vond inmiprovements, beeanie one of the well-
to-do men of his locality, aud in 191 dizposed of his propertyv at a
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good figure and went to California, where he built a home and pur-
chired w fruit furm. There his death occurred in 1906, his widow
surviving him until 1917, Mr. Peckham waz highly respected in his
community us a man of sound integrity, good judguent and intelli-
rence, und was called upon to act in geveral public capacities, at one
time having been assessor of his precinct.  In politics he alwavs
supported the eandidates and principles of the republican party. Iie
und his worthy und estimable wife were faithful members of the
Methodist Chinreh.  They were the parents of two children: Charles,
an electrician, who acconipanied his parents to California and still
makes his home there; and Fred.

Fred Peckham attended the public schools in Green county,
Wizconsin, until he was fourteen years of age, at which time he accom-
panied his purents on their trip to Nebraska, and from that time for-
ward he secured little education of a school churacter. It was not
long ere his services were in demand as a rider of the range, and for
some veurs he worked for the Ninety-zix and Circle-Bur outfits and for
the Pratt interests, but eventually he accumulated a stake which
allowed him to start operations on his own account. IHe has been
thrifty and industrious, and at the present time is the owner of 160
acres of goed land, highly productive becansze of intelligent, modern
treatment of the soil, and well improved with good buildings and
modern equipment. He has a good grade of livestock and has been
successful in both departments of his work.

In 1886 Mr. Peckham was married to Miss Adelaide Parsons, who
was born in Ohio, a daughter of George W. Parsons, who located in
Lincoln county, Nebraska, in 1832, and is now a resident of Brady.
Mrs. Peckhiam is a member of the Methodist Church and takes an
active interest and part in itz work. Mr. Peckham as a fraternalist
belongs to the local lodges of the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks, the Independent Order of Qdd Fellows and the Modern
Woodmen of America, and is popular with his {ellow-members in all
three. A supporter of republican principles as to politics, he wields
some infHuence in his community, and has not been too busy with
his personal affairs to discharge the duties of ecitizenship, having
served eapably as assessor and a5 a member of the board of school
directors for several vears. His career has been one of earnest en-
deavor and honorable citizenship. and he is eminently deserving of
the prosperity and esteem which have come as rewards to him.

Lreo E, Scorr. That agriculture can be made one of the most
satisfying and agreeable occupations of human life, that industry,
good judgment and preseverance transform one’s dreams into real-
itics, and that honesty and fairmindedness are among the most useful
of human assets. are facts emphasized in the career of Leo E. Scott,
who after several years spent 1n other pursuits returned to the voea-
tions of the soil and is now one of the promninent men of lus part of
Lincoln county. heing president of the High Line Short Horn
Breeders’ Association.

Mr. Scott was born at Neosho Falls, Kansas, in 1886, a son of
George B. and Selina (Marcott) Scott, the former born in Illinois
and the latter in Canada.  Mr. Seott was hut a lad when he was
brought by his parents from Kansas {0 Nebraska, the family settling
in the rural distviet of Lineoln eounty, where the vouth acquired his
education in the district schools and at the Brady High School.
Also he attended Bovle’s College ot Omaha, & commereinl institu-
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tion, and when he had conipleted the course there was employed by
4 wagoner for a time. Subsequently he guve his scrvices to the M. C.
iKeen Motor Cur Company, for which concern be did oliice work, but
neither of these ewployments proved congenial, nor could ho sce
ghead his goul fur desirable success. Abeut this thue Jr. Scott wus
married to Miss Jenuie Stout, also u native of Kunsas, and, following
their union, moved to Linculn county, where Mr. Scoty became asso-
ciated in a partnership with his father. Irom that time to the pres-
ent he has been engaged in furming and stuckraising, and huas made
a speciality of pure-blooded Poland-China hogs and pure-bred Short-
horn cattle. He is accounted one of the authiorities upon the subject
of cattle raising, and his adviee is frequently sought by his associ-
ates in the business. The high esteem in which he is held by those
who know him for his knowledge of the subject is evidenced in the
fact that he has been elected vice president of the High Line Short
Horn Breeders’ Association several times, and Lolds the position of
president at the present time,

As a citizen Mr. Secott has been a consistent supporter of con-
structive and beneficial measures, and his co-operation has imparted
strength and substantiality to all undertakings in which his strength
and ability have been enlisted. As a fraternalist he holds member-
ship in the local lodge of the Modern Woodmen of America at
Brady, and is also affiliated with the local council of the Knights
of Columbus. TIn politics he adheres to the principles of ihe demo-
cratic party, whose candidates he has stanchly supported since the
time he cast his first vote. Both he and Mrs. Scott are devout mem-
bers of the Catholic Chiurch, They are the parents of two children:
Ttha Irene, who resides with her paremts at the comforlable farm
home in section 7, near Brady; and Howard G.

EveeExE E. Arrinsox. The grotesque appearing farmer with
whom the comic artist has made us familiar has gone out of style in
Nebraska, if, indeed, he ever existed, and in his place we find a man
who appears well, thinks well, is informed on current events and
has that sincere desire to elevate himself to the top noteh of his
calling which eannot fail to secure him some measure of success.
He is robust and intelligent and eommands respect and atlention
wherever he goes. To this class helongs Eugene E. Atkinson. a
representative of the second generation of his family in Lincoln
county, and the owner of 800 acres of oood land.

Eugene L. Atkinson was born at Albany, Green county, Wis-
eonsin, in 1877, a son of William and Emma (Francis) Atkinson,
natives of Lingland. The parents were farming people in Wiscon-
sin for a number of years, and on first migrating to Nebraska settled
in the eastern part of the state, but later took up a homestead in
Linecoln county, where they passed the remainder of their lives.
They were Adventists in relizion and were people who were areatly
respected becanse of their admirable qualities.  William Atkinson
was an independent voter. In the familv there were five children:
Robert, who is engaged in farming in Canada; Eugene E.; Rav, who
follows farming in Lineoln county; Charles, who is associated with
his brother Eugene; and Gertrude, the wife of Diek Craig, a farmer
of Lincoln county. :

Eugene I, Atkinson was educated in the publie schools of Wis-
consin and accompanied his parents to Lincoln county in early man-
hood. Tor a time he worked with his father on the homestead, and
then left the parental roof and gave his services to other farmers for
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u monthly wage. He was industrious and energetie, and, being am-
bitious, caretully saved a goodly part of his earnings, eventually
placing bimeelf in a position where he could become proprietor of a

roperty of his own. - From this small beginning he has built up a
i)urge estute, and at this time has SO0 acres of lund. Ie was forced
to go slowly at the start, but as the yeurs have passed his operations
have inereased in volume, value and elfectiveness, and he is now ac-
counted onc of the large farmers and extensive caitle raisers of his
part of the county, having u good grade of livestock, including some
- pure-blooded Chester White hogs.” His improvements are modern
and substantial, and his property shows in every way that good man-
agement is at the helm of his agricultural craft.

Mr. Atkinson was married 1n 1906 to Miss Marie Anderson,
who was born on the property now owned by her husband, a daughter
of August Anderson, who was one of the early settlers of Lincoln
county. To this union there have been born two children: Clifford
and Russell, both of whom are attending the distriet school. Like
his father, Mr. Atkinson maintains an independent position in re-
gard to polities, voting rather for the man than for the party. He
and Mre. Atkinson are Adventists in religion, and have done much
to support the movements of their cliurch as well as the institu-.
tions of education and good eitizenship.

T. Locax Marcorr. Among the vounger representatives of the
farming eclement of Lincoln county few have made more substan-
tial progress since reaching vears of rnaturitv than has the gentle-
man whose name furnishes the eaption for this personal record. His
entire career has been passed in Lincoln county, where the family
bas been known from pioneer times, a complete history of the Mar-
cotts being found in the review of Thomas Marcott elsewhere in
this work,

T. Logan Marcott was born on the old homestead place of his
father in Lincoln county in 1895, a son of Thomas and Ruby (At
kinson) Marcott. As a youth he divided his time between assisting
his father and attending the distriet schools, where he secured an
ordinary literary training, and when he reached his majority he
was prepared in body and mind to compete with those who were al-
ready establiched in the ownership of properties. Tor some time
Mr. Marcott worked as a hand by the month, but.his ambition and
determination finally led him into the ownership of a property of
his own, to the cultivation and development of which he has since
applied his best energies. His efforts have proved uniformly suc-
cessful, and his property is now considered onc of the valuable ones
of the community of Brady, where it is located in section 12, town-
ship 11, range 27. Tor the most part the fundamental improvements
on this estate were installed by Ar. Mareott’s father, but the son has
also been active in this direction and has added numerous labor-
saving devices, ete. He does a good business in the line of general
farming, raising all the standard crops of the region and finding a
reads and profitable market for his produets. As a stockraiser he
has also found a remunerative and receptive market. and his eattle
and hogs invarialily have brought top prices. one of his ehief lines of
income heing the feeding of stoek for the big markets.

In 1916 Mr. Marcott was united in marriage with Miss Jean
Worden, who, like her husband, is a native of Nehraska, having
heen born at the town of Wymore, Nebraska. 8he taught school be-
fore her marriage in the little community of Cozad. Mr. and Mrs.
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Mareott are the parents of two children, a little daughter, Ruth M.,
and ason, Robert W.  Mys. Marcott is a devout member of the Meth-
odist Chureh, in the work of which she takes an interest and active
part, while her husband is a suppurter of all worthy causes, although
not 4 professed meniber of any religious denovmination.  Ile Las not
been inclined to ullow himself to be swaved as to political sentiment
by either of the lurge parties, and is still independent in his choice of
candidates, being convineed that better results are attained when
candidutes are chosen for their own personal worth rather than be-
cause of their allegiance with a certuin organization.

Orar Jouxsox. Forty-three years of association with the agricul-
tural interests of Lincoln eounty established for the late Olaf Johnson
a reputation for ability, resource and untlugging industry. He was
one of the captains of success who have piloted their own craft to
harbor. Tn his many varieties of experience he won the conflidence
of his fellow-men, and out of all his struggles evolved the firm belief
that hard work rarely injures anvone and that honesty always pays.

Mr. Johnson was born in Norway, March 2, 1837, and canie to
Lincoln county in 1871. TFor several vemrs he conducted a tailor
shop, but later took up a homestead. which is still occupied by his
sons. He was married Janunary 4, 1876, at North Platte, to Christina
Sorenson, who was born in Denmark and died in Lincolu county
October 31, 1917. They hecame the parents of eleven children, of
whon eight are livina: John. who is engaged in farming near Goth-
enburg; ITarry 8., a locomotive engineer on the Union Pacific Rail-
road. who resides at North Platte; Mavme V., the wife of Charles
Lierk, the owner of a flour mill at North Platte; Louisa, the wife of
Walford Larson. a farmer near Gothenburg; Anna, the wife of
George Bailey, a Lincoln county farmer; Ben Leif, and Rav, who are
earrying on operations on the old homestead, and Mary, Milton and
Harry, who are deceased.

Olaf Johnson was one of the first settlers of Gaslin precinet, and
was a man of some influence in his communitv, where he served as
postmaster for several vears. Likewise he served as assessor and road
overseer, and did much to advance his locality in various wavs, be
ing a friend of progress, education and good citizenship. Ilis po-
litieal tendenetes made himt a republican.  At-the time of his settle-
ment he built a sod house, which was his home for some vears, bat
later this was replaced by a more eomfortuble and commodious home,
and gradually lie inaugurated other good improvements which added
to the value and attractiveness of his properiv. [Te was suecessful as

eneral farmer, for he made a study of his vocation and wus always
industrions and a good manuger, and likewise secured good results'in
raising a high prade of livestock. ITe was a man universally re-
spected, and when he died, September . 1914, his community lost
a good citizen and he was mourned by a wide cirele of friends.

Ben Johnson. son of Olaf. enlisted in the United States Army at
North Platte, July 23, 1918, and was sent to Catap Dorlee, where he
was assigned to Motor Transport Corpz Company No. 210, Tle was
next sent to Camp Jessup, Georgia, and then went overseas, later he-
ing with the Army of Occupation in Germany. THe received hir
honorable diseharge at Camp Dodge September 23, 1919, and since
that time has heen assnciated with his two brothers in carrving on
the work of cultivating the home farm.

—
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Rosert Hoatsox. In conpiling this volume of representative
citizens of Lincoln county occasion has been afforded to give the
record: of men in many walks of life. Heve will be found uppro-
priate mention of worthy citizens of all voeations and at thiz juune-
ture we are permitted to offer w resuwine of the carcer of one ol the
enterprising and suceessful agriculturists of the county, Lobert oat-
son, whose splendid furin is located in section 3, township 14, range
32, where he has attained a higlh degree of success in his choscn
ficld of labor and enterprise.

Robert Hoatson was born in AMichigan on March 13, 1867, and
is the son of John and Christina Hoatson, who ure referred to speci-
tically in the sketclr of Adamn Houtson, which appear elsewhere in
this work. When Mr. Hoatson wus hut seven years old the family
moved to Thayer county, Nebraska. where he was reared to man-
hood. During his youth conditions were such that he was not per-
mitted to attend school 45 much as he would like to have done, and
when still a boy he was doing a man’s work as a farner. He re-
mained in that loeality and was identified with agricultural pur-
suits until 1906, when he came to Lincoln county and bought land,
to the eultivation of which he devoted his every encrgy. He was
successful and has bought additional land until now he is the owner
of five sections, or 3,200 acres, of excellent land. While this would
ordinarily be considered a tvpical cattle raneh, and probably would
be s0 used by many men, Mr. Hoatson has put much of it under
the plow and has raised some very line crops. Last year he produced
14,000 bushels of fine corn. as well as other grains. He also gives
some attention tc the ruising of cuattle, preferring the white faced
breed exclusively. Through his persistent and well-directed indus-
try he has achieved a noteworthy success and is nunmbered among the
enterprising and progressive farmers of Lincoln county.

In 1891 Mr. Hoatson was married to Lizzie Getz, a native of
INlinais, and they are the parents of six children. namely: John,
who lives in McPherson county, Nebraska; William, of Lincoln
county ; Thomas, Cbristina, David and Beatrice, who remuin at home.
Mr. Hoatson is a republican in his political views and takes an in-
telligent interest in public affairs, especially as aftecting the com-
munity in which he lives, standing ever ready to give his hearty
support to every movenieut for the advancement of the people’s wel-
fare, and therefore he enjoys the confidence and esteem: of all classes.

D. E. Marrin. A werthy representative of that type of Amen-
can farmer who may properly be termed “progressive,” the charac-
ter which promotes public good while advancing individual prosper-
ity, i1s the gentleman whose nane forms the caption to this sketeh,
und whose splendid farm ix loeated in section 30. tawnship 15, range
33. For a number of years he has been prominently identified with
the farming and stoek raising Interest= of this community, and is
numbered among the leading men of his sectian of the county.

D. E. Martin was born in Tllinois on July 153, 1868, and is the
son of William and Hannah (IGivk) Martin, both of whom were
natives of Qlia. The father was a farmer during all of his active
years, and was an early settler in Hlinois. At the outhreak of the
Civil war he offerrd his cervices to hiz country and was one of ils
valiant defenders, ITe i now living in Towa, to which state he moved
in the fall of 1848, Tlis wife died some vears ngo. They were the
parents of seven children. Though born in Tilinois, the subjeet of
this sketch received his education in Towa, to which state the family
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moved when he was but two months old. He was reared. to the life
of 4 farmer and has wisely never forsaken that vocation. Ile re-
mained in fowa until 1897, when lLie moved to Hoit county, Ne-
braska, where he remained for » time, going from there to Madizon
county, Nebraska, und thence in 1905 (o Lincoln county, where he
has since remained.  On his arrival here he bought 2,240 acres of
land, on which he engaged in the cattle business. 1le has been
successful, but has sinee reduced his lund lioldines until he now
owns S00 acres. This lund is well situated and finely adapted to the
urposes for which it is used. Mr. Martin is a good munager and
as achieved a diztinet success since coming to this county, gain-
ing a good reputation as an encrgctie, persistent and suceessful busi-
ness man,

Mr. Martin was married on November 8, 1894, to Nora Ewart,
who was born in Iowa, and they have become the parents of four
children, Delbert, Otho, Paul and Gladvs. DPaul enlisted jn the
United States Armyv during the recent World war, was scnt to
France as a member of the Fourth Division, and was killed in battle
on September 20, 1918, during the Argonne drive.

Mr. Martin is a republican in his political faith and is a mem-
ber of the Methodist Episeopal Church. I'raternally, he is a
member of the Independent Order of Odd Tellows and the Modern
Woodmen of America. He has ever enjoved the respect and es-
teem of those who know him for his friendly manner, business abil-
iy, his interest in public affairs and upright living, and he is re-
garded by all as one of the substantial and worthy citizens of his
section of the county.

Troxas C. Parrerson iz one of the names deserving of most
frequent repetition in connection with the historv of North Platte
during a period of more than half a century. “Seest thou a man
diligent at his business; he shall stand before kines” Dilisence
seems to have been the kevnote in the career of Mr. Patterson. There
has never been a time in the past fiftv vears when he has not been
engaged in some line of useful service. and much of it in behalf of
the community. His is a rare instance of a mnan achieving individual
prosnerity after passing the prime of hiz vears.

Mr. Patterson was born in Connty Down, Treland, February 3,
1846. Hi= parents. W. .J. and Mary (Cartrizht) Patterson, brought
their familv to the United States in 1854. After a brief residence at
Paterson, New Jersev, thevy moved to Chicagn. W. J. Patterson was
a blacksmith by trade. and made that occupation a life-long pursuit.
From Chieago the parents came fo Norih Platte. Nebraska, in 1868,
and W. I, Pattersnn continued work at his trade practically to the
end of his life. TTe died in 1909 and his wife in 1913,

Thomas C. Patierson had met the test of patriotic manhood bhefore
he came to North Platie. He aequired most of his education in the
grammar schonls of Chieago. Tn 1862, when =ixteen vears of ace,
he enlisted in Company T of the Nineteenth Tllinois Tnfantry, He
was with that regiment twenty monthe, and for twelve months served
with Battery B, Virst Tllineis Light Artillerv. He iz one of the fow
gurviving veterans of the TTnjon Army who saw much of the strenu-
ous fighting of the war. Tle was in the Tullabhoma campaien with
the Army of the Cumberland. alsn partieipated in the Atlanta ecam-
paign. and afterward foncht in the battles of Nashville and Frank-
lin.. He performed the full duty of a brave and faithfal soldier until
his honorable discharge.
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After the war Mr. Patterson returned to Chicago and for several
years conducted a book and stationery store. In 1868, on coming
to North P’latte, he entered the service of the Union Pacific Railway
as fireinan, and 13 now one of the oldest ex-employes of that road liv-
ing at North Platte.  After a brief service as firernun he went into
the shops, and worked there a little over a year. Anong the many
interesting distinctions Lelonging te the carcer of Mr. Patterson is
thut he taught school in the original log school building on the site of
the new city. Ile was a teacher for one year and in 1871 was ap-
pointed and began a long period of service as postmaster. Ile held
the oflice until 1552, and from 1873 to 1877 also condueted 2 general
merchaudise store.  While in the postoilice he was studying law, was
admitted to the bar in 1882, and began practice immediately after
he surrendercd his duties to the Government. Mr. Patterson was
actively engaged in law practice until 1907, and carned a high place
for himself in the Lincoln county bar.

His uext work atter leaving the law was in the real estate business
with Mr. Buehanan.  Their associations had begun in 1890 and con-
tinued with mutual profit and satisfaction until January, 1919.

At present Mr. Patterson devotes most of his time to the Mutual
Loan Associatoin of North Platte. Iis part in developing this in-
stitution iz a distinetion that alone would be sufficient to satisfy the
business ambitions of most men. He helped organize the Association
in 1887, and has been the first and only president. This is one of
the oldest organizations of the kind in western Nebraska, and is the
largest in resources dnd in the great aggregate of good it has per-
formed. The Association now has total resourees of over $1,100,000,
and its loans total more than $1,000.000.

While Mr. Pattersou is considered one of the wealthy men of Lin-
coln county, for many vears he was just one of the humble and hard
working eitizens and enjoyed no particular advantages over his neich-
bors. It is said that when he was sixty vears of age his personal re-
sources would not have permiited him to raise $10,000. His present
prosperity is largely a reflection of the great increase in wealth that
has come to this western country. For many years he judiciously
invested in lands, devioped farms, and until recently owned five
farms, not one of them with the incumbrance of a morteage. Dur-
ing 1919 ke sold his farming property. realizing nearly $100.000 for
it. Besides his nosition as president of the Building and Loan Asso-
ciation he is still deing a general farm loan business. but after fifty
veatrs of hard work he is quite ready to accept classification as a re-
tired business man.

Mr. Patterson has enjoved many honors at the hands of his fellow
citizens. He is commander of S. A. Douglas Post No. 69. Grand
Army of the Republic. He served three terms as mayor of North
Platte. In two elections he had no oppesition for office, heing gen-
erally supported by both the republiean and demoeratic parties. He
is himself a republican, and is afiliated with Flks Lodee No. 985.

In 1869 Mr. Patterson married Miss May V. Moris. who became
the mother of twn children. The daughter Ruth was edueated in the
North Platte Hich School and is now a teacher at Omaha. The only
son of this union, George Thomas Patterson, earned distinection as 4
soldier. e wns a graduate of the West Point Military Academy and
attained the rank of colonel in the Regular Army. ~He died while
itélfgin the service at Tort Constitution, New ITampshire, in August,

For his second wife Mr. Patterson married in 1884 Mary Trumble
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Bradley. Tive children were born to their muarriage and four died
in infancy. The only living daughter is Ldith, new at home. She
13 a graduate of the Nebraska State University, and was a teacher for
several terins.

HexrY REaM. One of the well remembered and bighly es-
teerned citizens of Lincoln county, whe performed well his aliotied
task aud then fell serenely into that sleep which wakes not to toil,
leaving behind hin a rieli heritage in a guod reputation and an hon-
ored name, was Ilenry Reum, whose well improved furm is located
in section 20, township 14, range 31. He wus of that type of man
who comianded respect because of the force of his character, and
he died secure in the respect and esteem of all who knew him.

Henry Rewn was born in Pennsylvania on May 16, 1836, and
lived there until he was twelve years of age, when the fiunily moved
to Indiana. On attaining maturity Le engaged in farnnng pur
euits, which he followed tliere untit 1878, when he moved to Saline
county, Nebraska. He remuined there, engaging in agriculturval
pursuits, for twentv-fonr vears, or uutil 1802, when he moved to
Frontier county, Nebraska, where he remained three vears, then
moving. in 1909, to Lincoln county, where hiz sous and daughter
Anpa bought the furni and he lived with them and devoted him-
self to farming and stock raisine until his death, which oecurred
in May, 1917, He was a good furmer, progressive and industrious,
and enjoved a most excellent reputation in his locality.

Mr. Ream married Mary Ann Waymire, and their union was
blessed with fourteen children, ten of whom are still living, nanely :
John, who lives in Portland. Orcgon; Elizabeth, the wife of .\llen
Moore, of Lincoln county: Ella, the wife of A, S, Gardner, of Ar-
rapaho, Nehraska: Robert W.; Edward B., who with his twin
brother Robert W. live on the home farm, where thev eonduet cen-
eral farming and stock raising, and they were born on’ September 27.
1868 ; Samnel lives in Grand Ieland. Nebrazka,; Anna, Charles and
Hattie live on the home farm; and Georze iives in Hershey. The
father was a demwoerat in his pelitical views and took a deep inter-
est in public afiairs, though he did not take an aclive part. He
stood “four square to everv wind that blows,” his support being
ever on the side of morality and hich standards of living, and his
example is worthv of emulation. :

G. Warrer Reckarp. One of the sons of Towa who have come
to Lincoln connty and achieved suceess as farmers and stock raisers
is he whose name forms the caption to this paragraph.  Through
his industry and right living he has become well esiablished here
and is numbered among the enterprising and successful agricaltur-
ists of this locality.

G. Walter Reckard was born in Towa on Deccniber 29, 1878,
and 1s the son of Charles \. and Mary (Poor) Reckard. the former
of whom is a native of Towa and the latter of Peunsvlvania. The
subject was the anly child of these parents.  The father has been o
life-long farmer. and still lives on the old homestead in Towa. where
he has been successful in his vocation. The subject. of this sketeh
was reared under the parental roof and secured his education in the
schools of his home community. ITe. tao, followed agricultural pur-
suits in his home community until 1902, when he came to Lincoln
county. Nebraska. and for a time was emploved in railroad work.
Later he resumed farming, and is still so engaged. He follows
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a diversified system of agricaltural, raising all the erops eorimon to
this locality and has been suecessful in his operation. He Lax made
substuntial improvements on his place, the general appearance of
the farnia refleeting credit on itz owner.

In 1966 Alr. Reckard was married to Hattie Coolidge, a native of
Lincoln eounty and the daughter of Albert and Delia A. Coolidge,
and they are the parents of one child, Clayton, who is ut home. In
politice Mr. Reckurd is independeut, and he is « wenber of the
Brotherhood of Awerican Yeomen. The splendid suecess which
has come to him is directly traceable to the salient points in his
character, for he started in life at the bottom of the ladder, which
be has mounted unaided. and therefore richly deserves the confid-
ence and estcem which ure so freely accorded to him throughout
this community.

[ra L. Bare, who is one of the editors of this History of Lineoln
County, has been prominently identified with the life and affairs of
North Platte and vieinity for over thirty-five vears. Mr. Bure is, as
evervone in Linecoln county knows, editor and publisher of the
Semi-Weekly Tribune.

He was born in Huntingdon cougty, Pennsyvlvania, and was
reared and eduecated there. The North Platte Semi-Weeklv Tribune
was established in 1885 by L. A. Stevens, and in June of the same
vear Mr. Bare hought a half interest in the paper. That was the
beginning of his active association with newspapers and with the
people of Lincoln county. From the first he has been editor of the

aper -and sinee 1901 has been sole proprietor. Mr. Bare married
in 1887 Mollie Thompson, of Pennsylvania, and of their children
one son and one daughter are living.

Mr. Bare has always had a high sense of his responsibilities as a
newspaper editor and publisher, The Tribune has alwayvs been
republican in politics and has been influential in promoting the wel-
fare of the party, though the pre-eminent object in the mind of the
editor has been the welfare and advancement of North Platte and
Tincoln county. Every substantial improvement affectine them have
had the earnest advoeacy of the Tribune. The force of its influence
has again and again been used to improve loeal school advantages.
The Tribune has al=o taken just attitude toward business institutions.
and the confidence in its editorial policy is well indicated by the fact
that it enjoys one of the largest circulations of any paper in Western
Nebraska.

Isaac DiLroy was one of the most constructive figures in the
business and -industrial affairs of Western Nebraska for manv vears.

He was horn in Wiseonsin Qctober 14. 1843, and died at his
home in North Platte July 11. 1910. His father, James Dillon, was
a native of New York state, wans an early settler in Wisconsin. and
later lived in Towa. Tames Dillon wns a brather of Sidnev Dillon,
who twice served as president of the Union Pacifiec Railway.

Isaac Dillan received his edueation near Davenporl. Towa. and
when about twenty-two vear: of age went to New York and engaged
in railroad construction work. Te followed that in New .Jersey
and Connecticut, two vears on Long Tsland, and in New York Citv
had charge of some important contracts for the New York Central
and Hudsan Niver Railroad.

From New York he came to North Platte in April. 1877. Tn
Western Nebraska his interests were chieflv ranching and stock rais-
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ing. Ile bought the interests of M. C. Keith in the firm of Keith &
Burton, and in 1852 the finn changed to Dillon & Collins. Owing
to the 1nvasion of howesteaders the lirm had to restriet its extensive
operations us cuttlemen, and eventually moved their herds to North-
ern Wyoming, in the Powder River region, about 1854, where the
business was tinally elosed out.

Througliout his residence at North Platte lsaac Dillon became
widely known as a horseman. He owned some splendid specimens
of rucing stock and took the greatest pride in their handling and
training. He also foresaw 2 great future for the mule industry and
brought to his ranch at Birdwood one of the finest jacks found in
Missouri. He waz also interested in real estate, and at the time of
his death owned about ecightecn hundred acres, more than a third
of which is in the best part of the valley, near North Platte, For
SOme years he was president of the Narth Platte Land and Water
Company, the first irrieation enterprise in Western Nebraska, and in
1893 he and the late Col. V. F. Cody built the ecanal bearing their
name and completing it down the north line of the City of North
Platte made it more than a Private enterprise, in fact a boon to a
large community.

During his thirty-three, vears residence in North Platte Isaae
Dillon proved a man of integrity, one whose word was as good as his
bond, with a kind disposition that made him never hesitate to help
those in need, his cheerrul disposition bringing sunshine to others,
and a citizen from whom radiated a constant light and warmth and
spirit of helpfulness.

Mr. Dillon married in Connecticut June 25, 1870, Miss Naney
Hull, of Newtown. Connecticut, daughter of Loren and Hanna
(Tongue) Hull. Her parents were patives of Connecticut, and the
Hulle are of Mavflower stock. Mr. and Mrs. Dillon had four chil-
dren: Grace, who died in infaney; Sidnev, a graduate of Yale Uni-
versity and a eivil engineer by profession, died in North Platte in
1913, at the age of thirtv-six; Mande, wife of L. W Walker; and
Ethel, wife of Donald Goodwill, a wealthy planter in Louisiana,

Wnuriaae C. Erper. Among the prominent citizens whom North
Platte has been called upen to mourn within the past few vears,
none are more missed than he whose name anvears ahove, his serv-
ices as clerk of the Distriet Court and a3 a judge, and his record as
& man and a citizen being eminentlv worthy of recognition and
praise along with the achievements of those who have lahored in
other fields of endeavor. A native of Pennsylvania, William O
Elder was born in Indijana county in September, 1845, and as g lad
of eicht yvears accompanied his parents to Green county, Towa,
where he grew to man’s estate.

During the Civil war Mr. Elder served bravelv as a member of
Company C, Thirtv-ninth Towa Infantry. Making his first trip
to Nebraska in 1880, he took up a timber claim, and later settled
there with his familv. In 1881 he came to Lincoln county, and
lived for a vear on a place owned by I. B. Bosiwick. it having bheen
located ahout twe miles east of the present site of Wellfleet. The
following vear AMr. Elder ook up a homestead claim situated two
miles west of Wellfleet, and there resided until 1889,

Having been elected clerk of the district court in 1889, Mr. 1
der held the office until Januarv. 1304, performing the duties de-
volving upon him ably and faithfully. Tn November. 1904, he was
elected county judge, an honorahle position which he conseientionsly
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and satisfactorily filled uutil his death, March G, 1911.  Mr. Elder
was twice married. His first wife, whose maiden name was Elizabeth
Rinehart, died in 1593, IHe subsequently married Mrs. Mary H.
Clark, a widow, with six daughters and one son. Mr. Elder is sur-
vived by his widow, seven step-chitdren, and ehildren of his own as
follows: O. L., a prominent abstractor of North Platte; Mrs. Guy
Boyer, of St. Louis, Missouri; Mrs. Rose Starkey, of Buffalo, Wyo-
ming; and Mrs. Fannie Short, of Omaha.

The following resolution wus passed by the bar of Lincoln county
at the time of Mr. Elder’s death, and spread upon the county rceords:

Honorable W. C. Elder served fourtcen years as elerk of the Dis-
triet Court of Linceln county, where by close application and vigor-
ous attention to duty he became a valuable auxiliary to the bench
and bar, no labor being too great or detail too small to reccive his
careful and painstaking attention. After his long service as clerk
of the District Court of this county, his ability, his untiring devotion
to duty, and his strict integrity being well recognized by the bar
and the publie at large caused him to be clected county judge in
this county, where he presided with justness and fairness to all.
The estate of a poor man received the same painstaking attention as
that of the rich, and the rights of the infant and the widow, of
the rich and the poor, were alike given every legal and proper at-
tention, with the result that throughout the leneth and breadilh of
this large county Judge Elder’s reputation for fairness, integrity
and honesty of purpose was second to that of no man residing therein.
In dealing with the erring and unfortunate his big heart, noble pur-
pose. and vast knowledge of haman nature put into practice the best
and foremost methods of our advaneed theories. '

Judge Elder’s self-imposed dailv task was to administer to the
poor, the afilicted, and to the man who was down and out. Many a
shipwreeked hulk of humanity left his presence feeling that if thers
were more men of Judee Elder's kind heart in the world life for
him would not he such a tragedv. He was not a practicing attorney,
although amply qualified for admission. His ability was second to
none in our county, His early training as a soldier taucht him that
orders and decrees were made and obeyed. a fact that he impressed
upon attorney and litigant alike. His influence as a public servant,
his great influence for good. and last, but not least, his untiring worlk
for the weak gave him first place as a worthy and beloved ecitizen of
our county. :

) )

Bracw Tsaac Hrnarav., The late Beach Isaac Hinman, lawver
and philanthropist of North Platte, was born May 23, 1827, in Wy-
sox, Pennsylvanin. He died September 10, 1903, in North Dlatte.
The following sketch of him appeared recentlv in an Eneyclopedia
of Biography.

Beach Tsaac Hinman was a son of Abner Curtis and Augusta T.
(York) Hinman. His earliest paternal ancestor was one of two
brothers who came from Encland in the earlv part of the seven-
teenth centurv and settled in Connecticut the line of descent heing
traced throngh scveral generations to John Hinman of Conneeticut,
who became n pioneer settler at Towanda, Pennsvivania, and was
the grandfather of B. I. Binman. The founder of the family in
America bad heen one of Cromwell’s bodveuards. and on the ma-
ternal side the ancestry is traced to the House of York.

Tn the eichteenth centurv Amaos York, the maternal grandfather,
was taken prisoner by the British and Indians in 1778, and later he
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wus ransomed and returned to Philadelphia, soon after the Wyoming
tassacre.  Abner Curtis, father of 13, I Hinman, was a faroer, and
the son becamie a student at Towanedy Acadensy and Franklin Uni-
versity in Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania.” At the age of nine-
teen he wuas sent by the president of the nstitation to teach a school
at Lewisbere, Pennsylvania, and while this emiploved he devoted
his spare time to the study of law. e was admitted to the bar in
Pennsylvania in 1837, and in that vear he began the practice of
law in Minnesota.

During the vears 1860 and 1842 Mr. Hinman was associated

with hiz brother Washington M. Flinman on his ranch near the
preseut site of North Platte. Tn 1862 he resumed the praetice of law
in Plattsmouth, Nebraska, and two vears later he went to Montana,
where he was enmaced in mining until 1868, when he returned to
Nebraska, and upon the founding of North Platte in 1869 he beeame
a citizen of Lincoln county. For a vear he engaczed in mercantile
pursnits and then resumed the practice of law as the comnmunity
developed. and until 1890 he remained in the active practice of his
profession.
. Asalawver Mr. Hinman oained a wide acquaintance and estab-
lished an enviable reputation for his integrity and faithful devotion
to the interests of o large clientele. ITe was counse] in the defense
of thirty-five different homicide cazes. and only two were given the
death sentence. and upon appeal to a higher court one deeision was
reversed and the defendant was acquitted and the other was found
guilty of manslanchter. Among the most famous of these cases
was that of Mannine who was charged with killing his sister.
Mr. Hinman defended Manning and secured his release, and al-
though the judee of the court and others complimented him on the
able way in which he handled the case, & mob gathered and threat-
ened to lvnch him. When a wealthv eattle man was tried for murder
at Hastings, a mob gathered for the purpnse of lvnehine hoth the
prisoner and Mr. Hlinman. but with his associates he withstaod the
atterpt and secured the freedom of hiz eljent.

Mr. Hinman was delegate to the Nebraska Constitutional Con-
ventinn in 1871. and again in 1875, and he was a member of the
State Senate of 1877, heing elected on the demoeratic ticket from a
strong republican district.” Tn 1884 he was a delesate (o the Demn-
cratic National Convention when Grover Cleveland was nominated,
and Mr. Flinman was twice a eandidate for distiict judee. Tle was
widely known for his philanthropic spirit, it being his method to
assist the poor to help themselves, ITis plan was to help them to own
their own homes. and with this idea in mind he platted a larme tract
into small parcels and allowed families to acquire homes on small
advance pavments, thus enabling them to pay for property instead
of paving rentals.

Mr. Hinman was a communicant in the Preshyterian chureh
and he found his chief recreation in traveling and in huntine, He
held memberships in a number of fraternal associations. My, Hin-
man married Sarah T. Minshall November 2. 1869, at Plattsmaorth.
She 1= 2 danghter of Tames Minshall. whe was born in Norwalk,
Ohin, February 15. 1829, She was edueated in Ohio and went tn
Plattsmouth in 1857 with her father. whe was g merchant.  She
came to North Platte tromediately after marriage and moved out to
the homestead that adieins the town nf North Platte.  With three
children she survives him.  Curtiz IMinman iz a stockman of North
Platte; Cora T1. is now decensed. and Miner 5 an automobhile sales-

e
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man. e is located in Kansas City. Mrs. Hinman lives with the
fumily of her son Curtis Hinman, in the old Hinman homestead

where she has lived for fifty-one years. She is a member of the
Presbyterian Chureh.

Grorce E. SuLrivan. It is a remarkable fact that the majority
of the agriculturists of Lincoln county have recognized the im-
portance of breeding up their grade of caitle and other livestock. In
earlier years the jdca prevailed that almost any kind was good
enough, and the pioneers in the “better livestoek movemnent” had to
contend with much before they convinced the average man that in
spite of the heavier initial expense it was good economy to raise none
but high grades. Now it is the exception to find any inferior stock
on the farms of this county, and the protits of the farmers have been
correspondingly inereased. One of these modern and capable agri-
culturists who hus nade & success of his underiakings is George
E. Sullivan of section 24, township 14, range 32, west.

(zeorge E. Sullivan was born in Green county, Wisconsin, May
20, 1856, and is a son of David and Jane (Doty) Sullivan, natives of
New York state, both of whom are now deceased. The father, after
being engaged in farming in his native state for some years, mi-
grated west to Wisconsin and homesteaded in the timber of Green
county. There was so heavy a growth on his land that he had to do
considerable clearing before he could put in a crop. At last he man-
aged to get his land under cultivation and devoted it to & eeneral line
of crops and stock raising. He was also a business man and freighted
between Green county and Milwankee for some time during the
period antedating the construetion of the railroad.

The children born to David Sullivan and his wife were as fol-
lows: Henrietts, who is the widow of Edward Lllis, lives in Kansas;
Caroline, who is also a resident of Kansas; William H., who is a
prosperous farnier of Kansas; George E., whose name heads this re-
view; and Oscar, who is also engaged in farming in Kansas. David
Sullivan was a republican in his political views, but did not care to
do more than exert his right of suffrage. Both he and his wife
early connected themselves with the Methodist Episcopal Chureh,
and continued enthusiastic workers in it the remainder of their lives.
While not highly educated people, never having risen above the
common schools, they were practical, and their sotund eommon senso
guided them and the kindly natures prompted them, so that their
lives were filled with good deeds and successful indnstry.

George E. Sullivan grew up in Wisconsin amid pioneer conditions
and learned the value of work properly carried on, He attended the
local schools and learned lessons in industry and thrift as well as
* Christian living at home. Coming to Lincoin county, Nebraska, in

1888, he secured a relinquishment claim. and still resides on the
farrn he thus gbtained. His farming is directed toward the raising
of a mixed erop, and his stock ventures are profitable and he is con-
stantly raising the grade.

In 1889 Mr, Sullivan was married at Paxton, Nebraska. to Kate
Layton, born in Wisconsin. She died Aucust 15, 1904, The chil-
dren horn of this marringe are as follows: Charles V., who is at home;
Morris Iartlev, who is at home; an unnamed infant now deeansed,
and Clarence E., who is also at home. By inheritanee and convietion
Mr. Sullivan is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and his
wife belongs to the same religious faith. He is a member of the
Loyal Mpystic Legion of America. In every respect Mr. Sullivan
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measures up to the highest standards of Anterican citizenship, and
his influence is directed toward constructive work in his community.

Parrick I Svirivax, a retired business man of North Platte
and a justice of the peace, is one of the substantial men of Lincoln
county, and one who is held in the highest esteem of ull over this
section. 1le was boru in Hinsdale, Berkshire eonnty, Massachu-
seits, on March 9, 1842, a son of John and Johanna (Lyneh) Sulli-
van, both natives of Irelund. They came to the United States in the
*30s, he arriving here first, and after he had made a home for thena,
sent for his fanuly, then comprising his wife and two children, who
were horn in Ireland. Owing to being wrecked on the shores of New-
foundland, his wife was three months on the trip to him, and while
detained in Newfoundland, earned money for current expenscs by
helping the {ishermen mend their nets, and made a ncedle for her
own use which was such an improvement on their own that the fish-
ermen adopted her method. John Sullivan was a blaster, and worked
as such on the Boston & Albany Railroad while it was in process of
construction, and died at Richmond, Virginia, in 1854, his widow
surviving him for many vears, not dying until she was ninety years
of age. They were Catholics in reliziouz belief, and he was a demo-
erat in politics.  Of the ten children three now survive, namely:
Catherine, who married Thomas Moore, is pow a widow and lives at
Richmond, Virginin; Patrick H., whose name heads this review, and
Daniel, who iz a cooper of Brooklyn, New York. The eldest sister,
Mary Ferriter, died in February, 1917, when eighty-nine years of
-age, at Richmond, Virginia.

Patrick II. Sullivan was educated at Chicopee Falls, Massachu-
setts, until he was twelve yvears old, at which time he left the place
and beaan learning the trade of coopering and worked at it in a
barrel factorv. He was also engaged in the cooperage business at
Riehniond, Virginia, for a time, but left the South for Washington,
Distriet of Columbia, and worked in the National Hotel of that eity.
It was while he was in Washington, during 1865, that he was mar-
ried to Catheryne T. TTighland, who died on January 27, 1911, hav-
ing borne him twelve children, six of whom survive, namely: John
M., who was foreman in the Union Pacific Railroad shops at North
Platte for some time, is now master mechanie in a smelter at East
Helena, Montana; Mary E., who married Joseph L. Roddy, of North
Platte, who was an engineer, is now a watchman; Ella G., who mar-
ried J. H. G. Chamblierlain, of Denver, Colorado, a passenger brake-
man: Edna M., who is living at home, works for the Tribune, and
was secretary for the loeal exemption hoard during the World war,
is correspondent for the Bee and World-1{erald, of Omaha. Nebras-
ka, and is a graduate of the Narth Platte Hich Sehool; Alice. who
married JHomer Mussleman, of Alexandria, Virginia, is employed in
the shipvard of that eity, and Robert J., who is air inspector of the
Union Pacific Railroad roundhouse at North Platte.

In 18%6 Mr. Sullivan came to North Platte, and beean working
for the Union Pacific Railread. first in the ronndhouse and then as
fireman.  In November, 1876, he was proinnied to be fireman, aud in
1881 was made locomotive engineer, running an engine for twelve
vears. He retired from railroad work in 1592, and bought a second-
hand shop, which he ran for twenty-two vears at North Platte, finallv
selling it and vetiring. ITe is now a justice of the peace. and was
police magistrate for a number of years, his decisions being recog-
nized as so just and equitable that they are seldom reversed. He
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built his present house in 1878, and it is at No. 418 Fast Fourth
street, and in it he hus sinee resided. My, Sullivan had nothing when
he reached North Platte, but he has since then anmmassed a consider-
nble competency, hrought up a tumily of nice children, and is re-
garded very highly in North Platto and its viciuity, He served in
the City Counecil two terms, and on the School Board eight years,
being secretury two vears of this time. He and his family all belon
to the Ronum Catbiolic Churcll. In his fraternal relations Mr, Sullic
van naintains membership with the Kntehits of Columbus, the
Brotherhood of Tocomotive Engineers and the Brotherhood of Loco-
motive Firemen and Engineers, and is mterested in all of them.

During the World war Mr. Sullivan’s grandson, Franeis Roddy, ‘

served in the United States Navy, and other members of his family
did all that was possible to assist the administration in carrying out
its policies.

W. D. Punver. The late W. I. Pulver was for many years a
successful earpenter and contractor of North Platte, and when hLe died
his widow took up and continued the good work, so that their name
is held in grateful rememhrance by many in this vieinitv. Mr.
Pulver was born in New York state in 1849, and he died at North
Platte, Nebraska, in 1904. e came to Nebraske in 1894, settling at
North Platte, and continued to work at his trade and as a contractor
until his death.

In 1899 Mr. Pulver was united in marriage with Mrs. Emma
(Freeman) Cooper, horn at Liverpool, England, where she was mar-
ried to William Cooper. by whom she had six children, three of
whom survive, namelv: Mrs. Lewis, a widow of North Platte, has two
children, Hazel and Guy Lewis; Emily, who married A Coates,
lives with Mrs. Pulver and has two children, Navita and Harold: and
Margaret, who married Guv C. Swope, of North Platte, has three
children, Touise, Lucille and Guy. The deceased children are May.
who married L. C. Hansen, and died May 1, 1916, at the age of
thirty-seven vears, leaving eight children: TFreeman, who was in the
great war in France, and is now attending the State University, Ed-
ward. now in the navy, Gladys, in =choal. Arthur, with Mrs. Pulver,
and Wilmer, Katherine, Ruth and Marvin : Lena, who died at the age
of twentv-one, and Vietoria, who died at five years of age. There were
no children of Mrs., Pulver's second marriage. The Coopers came to
the United States in 1881, dircct to North Platte, which eity has con-
tinued to be Mrs. Pulver’s hame. She i a member of the Episcopal
Chureh. TIn his fraternal relation Mr. Pulver maintained member-
ship with the Maceabees and Woodmen, In polities he was a re-
publican.

Mrs. Pulver has had charge of the county poor and those without
a home for thirty years, but has only three inmates at present. A
nurse by profession, she has made it her work to take care of the
unfortunates, doing this out of the innate goodness of her heart. She
never refuses anyone assistance and i¢ noted for her goodness and
kindness, and her heautiful character is roflected in her smiling,
happy countenance. TTer residence, which is a very comfortable one,
1= 2t No. 516 East Fifth streot.

When Mr. Cooper died his widow was left with five children, and
practically nothing with which to take care of them.  She is a woman
of remarkable charncter. Where another Jess strang prohably would
have fallen hv the wav. <o “airded up her loins” and et to work
at anything she could find to de. Nothing was too hard or distaste-

—
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ful for this brave-hearted mother of heipless little ones. She cleaned
the floor in the schovlhiouse, wushed dishes after banquets, did nurs-
ing, and was always ready und willing to take over those tasks no
one else wunled to do, aud in time prospered.  Now she owns almost
a block of Lusiness houses and tats on Pine street, and several cot-
tages and houses all over North Platte. "The majority wben they
have emcrged from poverty try and forget their bardships, Lut not
0 Mrs. Pulver. She kuows by sad experience what it is to need as-
gistance, to look for work and not find it, and to have little mouths
empty and not a sullicient amount to fill them. and she does not dis-
regard the troublez of those now less fortunate than she, but minis-
ters to them with a kindly, epen-handed cenerosity that takes from
it all the chill of charity and becomes but a pleasant rendering of a
Christian service by one woman to another. Truly of her may be
said, “of such are the kingdom of Heaven.”

Nicnovas McCane, M. D. Engaged in one of the most exacting
of all of the higher lines of ocecupation to which a man may devote
his time and talents, Nicholas McCabe, M. D., a distinguished physi-
cian and surgeou of North Platte, has not only gained suecess in his
profession but has acquired a place of note among the active and lead-
Ing citizens of the place. He was born Decerber 23, 1554, in County
Louth, Ircland. where he obtained the rudiments of his education.

John McCabe, the Doctor's father, was a life-long resident of
Ireland, and a successful tiller of the soil. Ilis well improved farn
is still in the family, being owned and occupied by one of his sons.
To him and his wife, whose maiden name was Margaret Murphy, ten
children were born, eight of whom are living, two, only, being in this
country, the Doctor and a daughter living in Connecticut. Both par-
ents belonged to the Catholic Church, and reared their family in the
same relipious faith,

Running away from home at the age of twenty years, Nicholas
McCabe sccured passage on an ocean bound vessel and disembarked
in New York. Subsequently making his way to Buffalo, New York,
he began the studv of medicine, and in 1884 was graduated from the
medical departiment of the University of Buffalo with the degree of
Doctor of Medicine. His father, by the way, paid his tuition through
college, but otherwise the Poctor paid his own expenses while in
school, working at any honorable employment, and spending all
of his summer vacations in agricultural labor.© Remaining in west-
ern New York for two years, Doctor McCabe practiced in Lockport
and Niagara, meeting with encouraging success in his profession.
In 1886 he eame to North Platte, Nebraska, in which, althongh it was
a comparativelv new place, four doctors were located, all of whom
have gone, having either died or moved awav.

Dr, McCabe has built up a large and highly remunerative prac-
tice. his reputation for skill both as a physieian and surgeon being
widely recognized, and as a man of marked business ability and jude-
ment has aequired property of much value. Ile has served as rail-
road surgeon for a quarter of a century, and is examiner for many of
the old line insmrance companies. In addition to ewnine a ranch
containing 2,000 acres of good land, he owns the McCabe Hotel Build-
ing, which he erected, and until recently owned two drng stores in
North Platte, both of which he sold in July, 1919.

A stanch demoerat in politics, the Doctor has ever evinced a warm
interest in publie affairs, and for three consecutive terms served as
mayor of the city, a position to which he was first elected in 19086,
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He has also served as coroner. Fraternally he is a member, and was
the frst grand knight, of the Knights of Columbus; and be is a
member of North Platte Lodee No. 985, Benevolent and Protective
Order of Ilks.

Dr. McCabe married in 1888 Mary O’Connor, who was born in
Omaha, Nebraska, a daughter of Thamas O’Connor, a pioneer scttler
of Douglas county. and its first elerk, and a niece of GGeneral Luke
O'Connor, of the Pritish Army. The Doctor and Mrs. MeCabe are
the parents of four children, namely: Arthur, whe is now in the
United States Navy, enlisted in the radio service at the outbreak of
the World war; Mirie, who was graduated from Saict Mary's College
at Notre Dame. Indiana. is now teaching in that city: Clarence J.,
a freshman at the Universitv of Notre Dame at the outhbreak of the
World war, enlisted for service in_the Signal Corps. and while in
France was on the Marne two months, and took an active part in five
major engagements, later attending the American Expeditionary
University in France, from whence he sent home splendid reporis of
his scholarship; and Nicholas, now in school. The Daoctor and Mrs.
McCabe are members of the Catholie Chureh, as are their children.

AxnpERs P. CanLsox was probably the first tailor to establish him-
self in North Platte, aud was cne of the earliest business men of the
¢itv. He carried on business suecessfully for thirty-five years, and
besides the material evidences of his success he left behind an honored
name in the community.

Mr. Carlson was born near Gothenburg, Sweden, May 14, 1845,

son of Carl and Marie Carlsonn. The Carlsons spent all their lives on
a farm in Sweden.. Anders P. Carlson was educated in his native
country, and was twenty-one years of age when he came to the United
States in 1866. His first location was at Boone, Towa, where he
worked for the railroad. hauling timber. At Omaha, January 2,
1870, he married Anna S. Petersen.  She was also born near Gothen-
burg, Sweden, daughter of Anders and Johauna { Anderson) Peter-
son. Tler parents spent all their lives in Sweden as farmers, and
Mrs. Carlson came o the United States with her two brothers and an
unecle and located in Towa. She finished her education in that state.

Mr. Carlson had brought with him from his native country an
expert knowledee of the tailoring trade, and for a time he followed
that oecupation in Boone, Towa. but in 1868 came out to North Platte.
then the western terminus of the Union Pacific Railway. fter two
years of employment with the railway company he established him-

sclf in the tailoring husiness and followed that line continuously for.

thirty-five years. ITe was active in work at his trade and as o mer-
chant tailor almost until the time of his death, which occurred Sep-
tember 5, 1910. Mr. Carlson was a republican in polities and was
one of the founders and a charter member of the Lutheran Church
at Narth Platte, and both he and his wife took a prominent part in
its affairs.  1Te was alsa affiliated with the Knights of Pythias.
Vs, Carlson is still living in the home whieh Iter husband built
in 1873. and which iz one of the older residenees of the eity. located
at 192 West Fifth street. She came to North Platte in 1870. Mrs.
Carlson was the mother of two ehildren. TTer only son, Albert L.,
died in 1875. at the age of two vears. Fler daughter is Jennie W.

Carlson, a graduate of the North Platte High School, and who taught

in the local schonls for twelve vears.

et e
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Jourx D. Cox ix one of the veleran cugineers of the Union Pa-
cific Company, with home at North Platte, and for several yeurs prast
has had one of the good passenper runs between Nortlh Platte and
Grand Island.  Mr. Cox is one of the eflicient men in the serviee of
the Union Puvifie, lus kept steadily at his- work for over twenty
years, und at the sure time has satisfied his ambition for a good honie
and other evidences of thrift and industry.

Mr. Cox was born in Lornwall, England, April 10, 1869. How-
ever, he has practically no memory of that great mining section of
southwestern England,  Ilis parents, John and Jemima (Varcoe)
Cox, were farmers in Cornwall, but in 1872 broueht their tamtily (o
the United States and settled iy Penusylvania, where the father be.
came a miner. In 1884 ile tumily moved out 10 Lincoln county,
Nebraska, and Johu Cox homesteadod. After ten years on his Lomo-
gtead hie moved to Towa for two years, but then returned to North
Platte, and he and his wife died in that city. Tley were members
of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh. Their three children are still
living at North Platte: Richard W, a former railway engineer and
now chief engineer u( the North Platte Flour Mills; John D, and
Betha, wife of Robert Dean, who is connected with the firm: of
Derryberry & Forbes.

John D. Cox acquired his early education in the sehools of Penn-
sylvania. e joined the family at the homestead in Lincoln cousty
in 1886, and for about ten Years his experiences were those of the
open country and the farm. Qu August 20, 1897, Le moved to
North Platte, and was taken into the service of tlie Union Pacifie as
a fireman. e was promoted to engineer in 1902 and subsequensly
became a passenger engineer,

In July, 1899, Mr. Cox married Olive Muir, a native of New
York state.  Her parents were Poter and Catherine (Libolt) Muir,
the former a native of Scotland and the latter of New York, where
they were married. The Muir family came out to Nebraska in 1880,
settling first in Nanee county and afterward in Lincoln cou nty, where
Peter Muir homesteaded. and eontinued farming. Mrs, Muir died
in May, 1900, and a few years later he moved to Sutherland, where
his death oceurred in July, 1915, Beside Mis. Cox there are two
other daushiers. Ida, uninarvied and living at Sutherland, and Lva,
wife of Charles Walluce of Filley, Nebraska. Mr. and Mrs Cox have
one son. Harold D., horn November 6, 1901, now a student in the
North Platte Iigh School. ;

Mrs. Cox is a member of the Methadist Episcopal Church. He is
affilinted with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Broth-
erhood of Locomaotive IEngineers, and in politics votes as a repub-
lican.  About the time of their marriage Mr. and AMrz. Cox bousaht
& Int in North Platte and for several yvems put up with the ineon-
veniences of a small and uncomfortable house. They saved and
managed well, and in 1911 their plins bore fruit in the erection of g
two story residence at 317 West Sixth slreet, where they now have
a real home and enjoy it to the fuyll.

Jonn H. Vax Crrave has been a resident of North Platte for
twenty vears. 1lis sole recommendation on _coming here was skill
and honest workmanship as a blacksmith. Those gualities still dis-
tingnish him. but he has in twa deeades developed a flourishing.
profitable business, and is accounted one of the substantial men of
the city.
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Mr. Van Cleave was born in Wabash eounty, Indiana, Novem-
ber 10, 1564, a son of Silas and Resanna (Breadston) Van Cleave.
His parents were also natives of Tndiana. In 1867 the fumily moved
from Indiana to Towa. Silas Van Cleave followed farming in lowa
for twenty vears, and in 15895 moved to Richardson county, Ne-
braska, and died at Steele City in 1915, The mother died April 15,
1920.  Both were nmiembers of the Christian Church. Silus Van
Cleave was an active prohibitionist, and when that subject was not
an issue in campaigns be was inclined to be o Jemocrat.

John II. Van Cleave was the only child of his parents. He acquired
his early education in Page eounty, Inwa. and at the age of sixteen
began his apprenticeship at the blacksmitl’s trade. He lLas worked
steadily at that occupation now for over thirty-five years. After leav-
ing Town he located at Curtis, Nebraska, was there one year and in
1900 came to North Platte. Here he engaged iu business with W,
I8, Priee on Lthe north side for one vear, then bought out Lis partuer,
and moving to the south side bonght the shop and plant of Gaunt
& Carson. Later he acquired the shop, tools and building a1 110
West Sixtl: street from M. A. Carrier, and has had his headquarters
there since 1903. Mr. Van Cleave does a general blacksmith and re-
pair business, is a wagon maker, and has facilities for all local cus-
tom work in iron and steel.

March 2, 1894, he married Mary E. Jenkins, who was born in
Cedar county, Jowa. Thev have the following children: Irene, wife
of C. 0. Wilson, who is local general manager at North Plaite for the
Pacific 1'ruit Express Company: Ruth, at heme; Grace, wife of W.
E. Banks, a railroad brakeman living at Nerth Platte; Dorothy and
Margaret, who are still getting their edneation in the schools of Norih
Platte. The family are members of the Clristian Chureh.

Mr. Van Cleave, like his father. is a prohibitionist. He served
one term in the Citv Council, and is now a member of the Board
of Public Welfare. :

Mgs, Witnerayrexa BLaNKENBURG is one of the oldest residents
of North Platte, where she has lived since the pioneer times of the
early '70s.  IHer late hushand was a prominent business man of
the city many years, and Mrs. Blankenbure helped him in his pros-
perity, and has shown much ability in managing her affairs since
his deailh. :

She was born at Monnt Vernon in Westchester county, New York,
in 1854, a daughter of Peter and Louise {Kauttinan) Schmidt. Her
parents were natives of Germany, but were married in New York
state. Ier father. a shoemaker by trade. followed his occupation in
New York for many years and later did eardening. Tle died in New
York, while the mother died at the home of her daughter, Mrs.
Blankenbure. in North Platte.  Of four children three are still liv-
ing, Mrz. Blankenburg heing the oldest. The seeond zister iz Mrs.
Quant, in Califernia, and the brother is William Schmidt, who owns
a horse raneh in Montana.

Mrz, Blankenburg came to Lincolu countv in 1873, and was
married at North Platte the same vear to Mr, Edward Blankenbura.
Mr. Dlankenburg was a native of Saxenv, Germuny. and in 1873
estahlished the firet harness shop and husiness at North Platte. He
and his wife had only ahont fifteen hundred dollars when thev came
to the city, but in succeeding vears their affairs were prospered and in
addition to the harness business Mr. Blankenbure also acquired and
bought and =old much real estate and was one of the well-to-do citi-
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zens of Lincoln county. He died iy August, 1912, M. Blanken-
burg owns one of the substantial business houses of Norith Platte, also
her own residence, and has always taken o deep interest in the wel-
fare of the comunity, My, Blunkenburg was 4 republican, o Luth-
eran, and at one time served as 1 membet of the City Couneil,

Four children were born 1o thoeir wnarrage.  Albert I born in
North Platte April 91874, was educated in the publie sehools and
15 now associated with his brother, Rohert E., who was born July 9,
1875, and was stmilarly edueated. i Operating truek gardens on’ the
edge of North Platte. “Both sons learned the trade of harness ntaker
and worked at the business in their father's shop for fifteen years.
Most of the gardening is done by Albert. while Robert I, gives much
of his time 10 training horses. The third child, Matilda, i at home,
f nc} Jessie, the youngest, is the wife of Bert Reynolds, a North Platte
architect.

WirLiay 8. Dovsox. Apart from his veteran service of over
forty-five ycars as a Union Pacifie engineer, William 8. Dolson has
always been known as a man among nen, forceful in action, ready
to 1neet and solve the problems of ife as they come, and it can be
said of him that he has been faithful to every trust.

Mr. Dolson wus harn at Lansing, Towa, in 1857, son of John A.
and Lueretia ( Tavlor) Dolson. His parents were horn and married
in the State of Missouri, moving from there to Towa, and in 1871 to
Beatrice, Nebruska. John .\ Dolzon was also a railroad man, heing
2 locomotive engineer for several years. At the time of his death he
owned a farm at Oshkosh, Nebraska. For a nuniber of vears he
lived retired at Grand Island. Nebraska, where he died in 19714, ITis
wife passed away in North Platte in 1903.  Of their nine children
five are still living: Charles ., a retired farmer at Oshkosh, Ne-
braska; Julia A. Arndt, a widow living at Portland, Oregan ; William
S.: Emma, wife of Henry Schott, a tinner in the Union Pucifie shops,
and their son, Percy Seliott, spent several years in the National Artny,
nearly two vears on the Mexican border as lieutenant, then going
overseas to Franee, and sinee his discharge has leen emploved in the
railway shops at Omaha. and Mrs, Fannie Movnahan. ~ho is a widow
and operates a hotel at Braadwnter, Nebraska. John A. Del=on und
wife were members of the Catholic Church. At the time of his denth
he was distinpuished as the Jast survivor of the Mexican war livine
in western Nebraska, FHe was also an honored member of the Grand
Army of the Republic by virtue of his service in the Civil war. He
was eaptain of the Twenty-first Towa Regiment. Politically he voted
as a democrat.

Witliam S. Dalson acquired his education in the schools of Towa
and has never known any other husiness or voeation than railroad-
ing. His carcer beean as a machinis=t's helper at Sidney. Tn 187
he was promoted to fireman. and since 1887 has been coutinuonslv
in the service of the Union Pacific as a locomotive engineer. e is
one of the oldest engincers in the emplov af the company, and for
several years past has had one of the preferred runs out of North
Platte. .

Mx. Dolson has exercised a good business judgment and acquired
A large amount of property. .\ fow vears ago he platted and sold
the twenty aere Dolson addition to Narth Platte. At one time he
owned twenty-six hundred acres of land in Texas, and had consider-
able eitv pronerty at North DPlatte. In past vears he has built three
heautiful residences, two of which he has sold. He still enjovs the

oy
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comforts of a home he built in 1912, This house, which required
eight wnonths to complete, is one of the most attractive homes in
North DIlatte.  All the inerior finizh downstairs is burd woud, and
the homne 1s modern in every partieulur.

A great many people who know nothing of Alr. Dolson as a vet-
eran ruilroad man recognize his name in association with shooting
tournunenis, where he was a prominent fizure for mmany years. Flunt-
ing 1s undoubtedly his faverite recreation. In younger years he
went after the big game in the forest und mountain fastnesses and has
kitled his share of deer und antelope. As a marksman he has come
out trinmphant in mmany memorable contests. From 1900 to 1912
he attended all the swate shooting toarnaments, and wus winner of
several of them. For a number of vears he was munager of the
local Gun Club at North Platte. In the tournament of 1906 he and
Jim Dennan were the only men that lasted through the day’s grind,
and in all that time Mr. Dolson never missed a live bird. In 1907
he was matched against George Winkowitch in a hundred twenty
bird contest. Mr. Winkowitch missed one bird and Mr. Dolson had
a perfect score. .Among many trophies Mr. Dolson holds the medal
given by the Buffalo Bill Gun Club in 1903 aud 1904, and also the
}'ﬂsiag?)\;arded by the Hunter Arms Company at the Omaha contest
n 1903. i

April 10, 1678, Mr. Dolson married Miss Margaret E. Platt. Her
father, Willtam Plati. a native of Michigan, was an early settler at
Grand Tsland, Nehraska, but being well to do never engaged in busi-
ness in that eity. iz son, W. H. Plutt, beeame prominent in Ne-
braska politics, was loeal attornev for the Union Pacific Railway at
Grand Island. also mavor of the city five terms, and is now living at
Santa Rosa, California.

Mr. and Mrs. Dolson had five children. Ralph Leo, born at Sid-
nev Nebraska, was graduated from the North Platte High School,
finished his edueation in Omaha, and beeame a railway fireman. His
death was a peculiarlv tragic event. At Gothenburg, Nebraska, in
1903, occurred a eollision between two trains, William 8. Dolson
being engineer of one, while hi= =on Ralph was fireman on the other.
and he was killed almost hefore the eves of the father. The second
child, Frances E.. is the wife of J. . Wolbach, who is an engineer at
North Platte. William A. iz emploved by the Grain Exchange at
Omaha.  Frederiek C. is in the machine and welding business at
Oakland, California. TToward F. died of the influenza at Grand
Junetion, Colorado, in 1918.

Mrs. Doleon, wha died Mav 30, 1913, was oue of the hest loved
- women in North Platte. She was a graduate of Brownell Hall, at
Omaha, was a woman of fine intellect ns well as character, and the
esteern in which she was held was well expressed by the attendance
at her funeral, =aid to have heen ane of the Iargest ever held in North
Platte. She was a member of the Eniseopal Church.

AMay 21, 1914, Ay, Dolzon married Mre. Anna T. Guendell, widow
of Tulius Guendell. at one time a prominent business man of Grand
Island. Mrs. Dolsan was boern in Germany, and located at Grand
Istand, Nehraska. with her mother and stepfather when she was four-
teen vears of age. Bv her first husband she has three children:
Arthur. eashier and vice president.of the Nebraska State Bank at
Grand Island ; Emil, in the trust denartment of the snme baulk. and
Florence. who is completing her education with a course of short-
hand and typewriting.
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Jurius Ilancer, oue of the retired business men and honored
residents of North Platte, is one of the hest examples of the self-made
men afforded in Lincoln county. e began his business enreer with
absolutely nothing, Lut through his untiring industry, self-sacrificing
thrift und willingness to exert his intellect, he acquired a somewhat
unusual measure of suceess and is now enjnving a well-eurned leisure.

The birth of Julins IMTahler took place in Bavaria, Germany,
April 9, 1859, and he is a son of Johunn and Catlierine (Haller)
Hahler, natives of Uermany, where they were married and where
both died. They had nine children, only two of whom survive,
namely: Catlierine, who is a widow, lives in Germany; and Julius,
whose name heads this review. The fumily are all Cutholics. Jo-
hann Hahler wus a wholesale dealer in lumber, and also became
general foreman of seme important iron works, and was a man of
influence in his conumunity.

Julius Hahler received a public sehool education in Germany
and learned the butcher trade. e left hig native Iand in 1874,
and coming to the United States landed in New York. He spent
the first months in this country in Connecticut, but left that state
and in 1876 came to Omaha, Nebraska, and for abont six years was
engaged in working at the butchering trade in that city. Mr. TTahler
then left Omaha for North Platte, and for two vears was enmployed
in the butcher shop of David Cash. ITe then went to Wyoming and
later to Montana, and had some valuable experiences on ranches,
but returned to Nebraska and operated a butcher shop at Chadron
from 1886 to 1889. In the latter vear he went to Plerre, South
Dakota, and conducted a market in that city from 1889 to 1898,
when he cold the business and onece more engaged in ranching, this
ttme in South Dakota. Selling his interests. Mr. Hahler returned
to North Platte in 1900, and established a first-class meat market of
his own, conduecting it very suceessfully until 1909, when he dis-
posed of it at an exeelleunt price, and sinee then has heen retired,
feeling entitled to do so after snch hard work for so many vears.

July 23, 1801, Mr. Hahler was united in marriage with Miss
Frances Henish, barn in Boliemia, Mareh 2, 1862, She was brought
to the United Siates bv her parents when she was three yvears of
age. They settled in Butler county, Nebraska, where Mr. TTenish
homesteaded, and where he and his wife, Josephine, both died. They
had thirteen children. of whom Mrs. Hahler was the fourth in arder
of birth.  Mr, and Mrs, Haller have one son, John J., a veteran of
the World war. He was eraduated from the North Platte IMich
School when only sixteen vears old and was unusually hright for his
age. In 1918 lie entered the army, received his training at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska at Lineoln. and was honorably discharged in
Tebruary, 1919, ot Lineoln, Nehraska., TTe is now attending Notre
Dame College at Notre Dame. Indiana. Mr. and AMrs, Tahler also
reared twa echildren, Athina and Frank Habhler, she now living in
California, and he eondueting a meat market at Sidney. Nebraska.
They are all members of the Roman Catholie Chureh.  Mr. Tlahler
is a director of the Monareh Cement Company at Humboldt, Kan-
sas, and he owns his residence and several business buildings at
North Platte, the former being located at No. 620 Fast Fifth street.
A man of the hiehest character, Mr. Tahler has won and retaings the
respeet of his fellow citizens, and he is often cited as one worthv of
emulation heeause Tie has lived up to high business standards ‘and
taken into his evervday life the relizion lie professes.
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Fraxk C. PreELsTICKER, une of the best business men of North
Platte, 1s president of the Platte Valley State Bank, viee president of
the Fidelity Life Tusurance Company, und interested in other bunk-
ing instiwutions in Lineoln county. “He wus born in Carroll county,
Towa, August 17, 188U, w son of Frank C. and Mary Pielsticker,
who died 1u Towa. They became the purents of seven children, five
of whont survive, namely: Lena, who married Joe Leiter, of Car-
roll, Towa, u railroad man; Anna, who was secoud i1t order of birth;
John, who is a ranelinan of Walluee, Nebraska; I'red, who is an
oilmmun of Eldorade, Kansas; and Frank C., who iz the youngest.
Both parents were conststent members of the Catholic Chiurch, They
were farming people all of their lives.

Frank C. Pielsticker, the younger, wus reared and edueated in
Towa, attending the public sehools of Des Moines. His early train-
ing in usefulness was obtained on the farm under his father's watch-
ful supervision. and he was engaged in that calling for some years,
but in 1903, when he came to Nebraska, he embarked in u banking
busines: at Wallace, and remained there for seven vears. Having
placed thut institution upon a solid foundation, he left Wallace for
North Platte in 1911. and organized the Platte Valley State Bank,
of which he has remained president. This bank has a capital stock
of $50,000, a surplus of $15,000, and its deposits average $900,000.
Later Mr. Pielsticker became connected with the Tidelity Life In-
surance Company of North Platte, of which he is vice president;
and he is also president of the Farimers State Bank at Wallaee, presi-
dent of the I'irst State Bank of Dickens, a director of the Farmers
State Bank of Sutherland, president of the Maxwell State Bank of
Maxwell, and president of the Commercial State Bank of Paxton,
Nebraska. Tle owns considerable farm land in Lincoln county and
other scctions of the state, and'is recognized as one of the wealthy
men of Linceln county.

In March, 1916, Mr. Pielsticker was united ip marriage with
Anna Farrall. who was borp in Towa, and they have one son, Frank
Edsward.  Both Mr. Piclsticker and his wife are members of the
Catholic Chureh. Mr. Pielsticker belones to the Knights of Colum-
bus and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. A man of
uncommon strength of character, he has always preferred to pick
his own candidates and cast his vote independent of narty ties. Ilis
advance has been steady and normal, for Mr. Pielsticker never doos
anything spectacular, and his suceess is but the natural outcome of
intelligent effort directed along legitimate lines.

- Jonx R. Rirxer gained his earlv experience in Western Ne-
braska as a cowboy. ITe rode the range for a number of vears.
When Lineoln county agriculture was still in its infaney of develop-
ment he inok up a homestead, and for many vears did farming and
stock ratsing. Mr. Ritner for & number of vears past has lived at
North Platte. has been well known in local business cireles and has
rendered some very valuable service to the county as supervisor and
inspecior of hridges.

Mr. Ritner was born in Pennsvlvania April 27, 1862, son of

John R. and Martha (Rice) Ritner.  He is of the same Pennsvlvania.

family which supplied a gnvernor to that commonsealth. Joseph
Ritner, who was born in 1780 and died in 1369. The father of

Governor Joseph Ritner came from Alsace. Joseph Ritner had a

long and prominent career in Pennsvivania politics. He was elected
a member of the Tegislature in 1820 and in 1835 was elected gover-
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nor, serving four years. He was clected governor on the anti-Ma-
sonic ticket. Ile was one of the originators of the public school
systein in Penngylvania, and at one time was a director of the mint
at Philadelphia. .

Mr. John K. Ritner is a brother of William C. Ritner, also a
proininent business man of North Platte. Jolin E. Ritner reccived
his early education at Newport, Pennsylvania, graduating from
High Schonl. and in Muareh, 1879, at the age of seventeen, cume
to Western Nebraska,  For ten yeurs he enjoyed the outdoor life,
the adventure. the excitement, the hard work of the cowboy, and for
three vears of thut time worked for the noted cattle outfit of John
Bratt.  Mr. Rituer filed on his homestead in Linecoln county in 1884,
but did not settle dowa and begin its development uniil 15888, He
laid the foundation of his prosperity us a rancher, but in 1900 moved
to North Platte in arder to educate his tamily. For a number of
years he was in the wholesale and retail feed business at North Platte.
and while looking after that enterprise was first employved about fil-
teer years ngo by the county to look after the bridges.  Ie resigned
from thi: oftice two or three times, but the county needed his serv-
1ces and could Bind no one whose work was so satisfactory, and even-
tually he deemed it his duty to be with the county and aceordin ly
sold his businesz and for the pust six vears has devoted pmctic;ﬁly
all his time to looking after the small bridges and eulberts and aci-
ing as inspector for all the big bridges. Mr. Ritner owns two busi-
ness properties in North Platte and also his own residence.

In 1889 he married Miss Gertrude M. Thompson, a native of
Michigan. Her father, George Thompson, was in the real estate husi-
pess at Chicago at the tiine of the great fire in 1571, and disappeared
at that time and was never heard of again. Mr. and Mrs. Ritner
have nine ehildren: Lillian, wife of Homer Q. Rector, a Union Pa-
cific Railway man; Grace, wife of Tlerbert Tramp, of North Platte;
Edith Viela, who is a_elerk in the county clerk’s office: William M,
now deputy eounty elerk: Glenn 1., manager of the loeal ten cent
store; John. who is the sixth in age, emploved by the Rush Mer-
cantile Company: Gertrude and Tarl, both in sehool ; and Irma, born
in 1914, NMr. Ritner takes pride in the fact that two of his 50MS,
William and Glenn, were in the service of the Government during
the war. Williarn was a sereeant in the Tighth Ammunition Train,
while Glenn was a first class fireman in the Navy. The family are
members of the Preshyteriun Church, and Mr. Ritner is a republican.

Jacor 1. SyrTH is deun of the locomotive engineers whose home
and headquarters ave at North Platte. ITe i= now retired on a pen-
sion _after forty-seven vears with the Union Pacifie Company.
Mr. Smith is a laree property owner. and though he ecame to North
Platte a poor man he has achieved all those thines that an ambitious
man desires, a competence. a fine family, and the esteem of friends
and neighhors,

Mr. Smith was= harn at Danville. Tllinnis. Octaber 15, 1854, son
of John N. and Elizabeth A. (Trosper) Smith. TITi= parents spent
all their lives in Tllinois, where his father was a well to do farmer.
John U. Smith enlisted and served in the Union Army durine the
Civil'war for nne vear and was an active member of the Grund Army
of the Republic. He and his wife were Methodists in relision. Thev
had a large family of thirteen children, and six are still living:
Lauire. a widow in Tdaho: Lillie D. Johnson, of Los Anceles, Cali-
fornia: Jacob TI.; Grant. a livestack dealer at St. Paul, Minnesota;

g .
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Cassius C., u ruilroud worker at Seattle, Wazhington; and Della, o
widow, living at Danville, Hlinois.

Jacob I Snith aequired o=t of hiz education in Ilinois, though
ke attended school for a time after coming to Nebraska. Tt was In
1872, at the age of etghieen, that he came out to Nebraska and
worked ou a farm in Otto county about w vear. Later in the same
veur he ciune to North Platte, and after six months of working on o
clairn he entered the employ of the Union Pacific Railway Company.
ITe was a fireman for several vears, and in 1881 was promated to
engineer, and he has grown gray in the service of this great ruilway
company.  Mr. Swith had a passenger run from 1888 until March 2,
1920, when he made hi= Iagt run and retived.  1Te now draws a pen-
sion for forty-seven vears of service for the Union Pacific Railway
Company.

December 29, 1880, he married Miss Annie J. Nolan. She was
born at Chilton, Wisconsin, a daughter of Mart and Ann (Smith)
Nolan. [er parents were natives of Ireland and on esming to this
country hved for a time in New York and then went to Wisconsin,
lived for eizht years at Bloomington, Tllineis, and in 1870 settled
at Wood River. Nehraska. where they spent the rest of their lives.
They were Catholics. Of their three children the two now living
are Willtam Nolan. of Grand Tsland, and Mrs. Smith. Mr. and Mrs.
Smith have a family of ceven interesting ehildren. Osear, the old-
est, was superintendent of the Ford automobile plant at Omaha until
August, 1919, and now has the Ford agenev at Auburn, Nebraska.
Frank lives at Omaha and is a traveling salesman for the McCord &
Brady Company, Harry, who is studving medicine, iz physical di-
rector and coach at the West High School in Akron, Ohio, and gave
that institution championship teams in football and other sports, the
football team not losing a single same. The fourth of the family.
Bessie, iz a teacher in the Junior Hieh School of North Platte. Jav
entered the ariny November 18, 1917. was trained at Camp Grant
and three or four other camps. and going overseas spent thirteen
months in France. He waz: a motor mechanie with the rank of cor-
poral.  He was honorahlv dischareed and returned home Julv 10.
1919. He i now a traveline saleaman for the Morris Packing Com-
panv. The daughter Hazel i= emploved by C. 8. Clinton in North
Plntte, and Tlelen. the voungest, is a student in Mount St. Joseph
College at Dubuque, Iowa.

When Mr. Smith married he had onlv eighty dollars to start
him in housekeeping. TFortv vears of good management at home
and constant work at hiz business have effected a great change in his
fortunes. Much of his zavinegs he invested in lands, and until re-
centlv owned two fine farms near North Platte. One of these sold
at a profit of $21.000. Tor his other farm he was offered $40,000.
This farm is aperated by a tenant. Much of his land is under the
suburhan diteh. an irrigation diteh thirty miles long and henefitting
{000 acres. Mr. Smith i= president of the Ditelh Companv. Ile
is an active member of the Brotlierthood of T.acomotive Eneineers. a
democrat in pelitics. and he and hiz family are memhers of the
Cotholie Chureh. The Smith family have lived at 2073 West Seeand
street for over thirtv vears. The home was extensively remodeled
in 1912, and now has every comfort of a modern city residence.

Jonx T TMartrcax.  An able and influential member of the
Nebraska bar, John J. Halliean, of North Platte. possesses a wide
knowledge of law, and a quickness of perception that has won him
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distinguished suceess as an atterney and guined him a.place of dis-
tinction in the lecal world. A nutive of Monroe county, New York,
he was born November 10, 1856, on the home farm.

His parents, Tames and 1lizg (Castles) IMalligan, were born and
reared in Ireland. In 1853 they immigruaied to the United States,
the land of promise, and locater first on a furm in New York state.
Starting westward in search of niore favorable opportuuities for im-
proving their forturnes, they lived for a brief time in Michigan, and

In 1868 came to Nebraska, settling in Nebraska City. Subsequently
buying a tract of land in Keith eounty, they improved a valuable
homestead. on which they spent the remainder of their lives in com-
fort and plenty. They were both faithful members of the Catholje
Chureh. "The' father was a democrat in politics, and a suecessful

usiness_man, acquiring considerable land, having owned a large
acreage in Otoe county in addition to his home furm. Two children
were barn of their union, as follows: John J., the subject of this
sketch; and George H., a farmer in Keith eounty.

Layving a substantial foundation for his future education in the
public schools of Nebraska, John J. Halligan entered the University
of Nebraska in Lincoln, where he took a special course until 1883
He subsequentiv read law in Lineoln, and was there admitted to the
har in 1885. Moving soon after to Keith county. Nebraska, he be-
gan the practice of his profession at Ogallala, where he remained
four vears. The following fve years he was similarlv engaged in
Omaha. gaining experience of value. Settling in North Platte,
Mr. Halligan opened an office in this city on January 1, 1896, and
formed a partnership with Mr. Wileox, beeoming junior member of
‘the firm of Wileox & Mallizan, which built up an extensive and
highly remunerative natronage.  After the retirement of the senior
member of the frm My, Halligan’s vounger son became junior mem-
ber of the firm, which is now known as Halligan, Beatty & Halligan.

Mr. Hallignn married. November 10, 1838. Carrie Swanson, a
native of Sweden, and thev have two children, Rolfe and Victor H.
Rolfe ITalligan. a successful attornev, served on the Mexican border
in 1913, and while there was elected county attornev of Lincoln
county. Wkhen the United States entered the World war he gave up
his position as aftornev, and as captain in the Fonrtl, Division did
gpecinl work in Germany as officer in charge of civil affairs. Vietor
H. Malligan, a lawver. now in partnership with his father, zerved as
a captain in the field artillerv during the World war, having heen
graduated from the Oficers’ Training School at Fort Snellina. and
later being transferred ta Camn Codv, New Mexico. Mr. Halligan
is independent in politics. voting for the hest men and measures,
regardless of partv restrietions, Fraternally he is 2 member of the
Ancient Free and Accepted Order of Masons. and of the Knights
Templars and Shriners. and also helongs to the Benevolent and Pro-
tective Order of Elks,

Jorux T. Stuarr began railreading at North Platte in 1885, and
has recently rounded ant thirty vears of consecutive serviee as an
enaineer, the areater part of that time with » passenger run,
Mr. Stuart for many vears has heen an influential member of the
Brotherhood of Locomative Fineineers, is prominent among his fel-
low railrond men and with all classes of citizens at North Platte, and
has earned their esteemn in g life through which hard work and dilj-
gent service have heen the dominatine eharacteristios.

Mr. Stuart was born at Cazenovia, New York. March 24, 1854,
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son of Ifenry and Annie ( Winslow) Stuart, meution of whon will
be found in the sketeh of u bruther, William J., ou other pages of
this volume.

Juhn T Stuart was reared and received lis early educaiion at
Aurora, Ilinois,  After leaving school he fouund work in a silver
plating factory, learned the trade. followed it as a Journeyuan, and
was 1ore or less cousecutively identitied with the business from 1872
until 1883, In the weantime, in May, 1878, he had come out to
Republican Vulley, Nebraska. and tuken up a homestead. He did
the necessary work of proving it up fur three vears, and then went
back to Illinois and worked at his trade.

Comiug to North Plutte in 15883, lie was put on the payroll of
the Union Puaeiiic Company as a locomotive fireman, was promoted
to freight engineer in 1590, and since 1901 lLae been in the passenger
service. Fle now has one of the best passenger runs out of North
Platte to Sterling, Colorado. :

As a member of the Brotherhood of TLocomotive Engincers
Mr. Stuart was secretary of the local division for a number of years,
also secretary of its insurance organization, and is now seeretary ot
the Pension Association. He is a republican in palities, affiliated
with the Independent Order of Qdd Fellows, and le and his wife
are members of the Episcopal Church. For many years their home
at North Platte has been at 510 West A street. When they first lo-
cated there the site was considered out in the country.

Mr. Stuart married April 16, 1885. Miss Frances Trene Meagher.
She was harn at Ottowa, Tllinois, daughter of William and Margaret
(Devine) Meacher. THer father was horn near Dublin, Treland, and
her mother at Penn Yan. New York. The Devine family were early
settlers in Northern Illinois, soing there at a time when it was ne-
cessary to clear awav the woods to find room for their 1ng home. The
Meagher family were Catholies in relicious faith. Of the six chil-
‘dren three are living. M. Stuart being the oldest. William T.
Mengher is in the bakery business at Aurora, and Marie is the wife
of C. II. Venn. a farmer in Michizan.

Mr. and Mrs, Stuart have three living children: Lieutenant
Frank M. Stuart graduated from the North Platte ITieh School in
1906, snent two vears in the Rose Polvtechnie Institute at Terre
Haute, Indiana. and in 1909 eradnated fron Highland Park Col-
lege at Des Moines. e had a thorough technical training. and as
a civil engineer was emploved by the Tnterstate Commeree Commis-
sion until Amertea entered the World war. In September, 1917,
he enrolled for service, received training at Fort Snelling, Minnesota,
as a member of the Forty-first Infantry, was assigned to duty at
Fort Crank. later at Camp Funston, and on heing transferred to the
Twenty-second Engineers was sent overseas to France Julv 29, 1919,
He was discharged in January. 1920, and enrolled in the National
" Reserve and iz now assistant district engineer at Lineoln. Nebraska.
Mr. Stnart’s two daughters are Trene and Marie. The former was
educated in the publie schonls of North Platte and is the wife of
H. . Jaeobs. who is in the fruit business at Denver, Colorado. Marie
is relief ehief ut the North Platte Telephone Exchange, and has
. been with the company for several years.

Avrert E. TrMyerMAN is one of the sueecessful hotel men of
Western Nebraska. and at North Platte is widelv known among the
traveling publie as proprietor of the Timmerman House, a thor-
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oughly well equipped establishuneat, providing eomforts and all fu-
cilities for itz suests.

Mr. Timmerman is a native Nebraskan, having Leen born in
Nemaha county July 3, 1873, His purents were Sidney and Sarah
(Shuck) Timnerman, the former a native of New York state, They
were nurried in Newaha county, Nebraska, and the futher took up
a homestead and developed a farm in Jewel] county, Kausus. From
there he moved to Superior, Nebraska, where for twenty years he
was in the hotel business. He was tetired ten or twelve veurs hefore
his death, which oceurred at North Platte in 1919, The widowed
mother is still living at North Platte with her daughter. Of four
children, only two are living, Albert and Verdy, the latter the wife
of E.'B. Payue, a painter at North Platte. The parents were hoth
Lutherans and the father was a member of the Knights of Pythias
and a republiean in polities.

Albert E. Timmerman acquired his education in the Superior
High School, and his first occupation after leaving school was tn the
drug business at Stella, Nebraska. Ile was there four years, and then
took up the business for which his talents best qualified himn, and for
three years conducted a good hotel at Waterloo, Nebraskn. He came
to North Platte in 1905, and was in the saloon business four TEITS,
In 1910 he opened the Tinnmerman Hotel. a house with forty-six
rooms and especially well situated tor the traveling publie, hetng
just across the street from the Union Pacifie depot.

Mr. Timmerman married Leona Allermand on June 2i3, 1899.
She wus also born in Nemaha county, Nebraska. They have two
children: Albert I5., Jr, born in 1905: and Fanchion, born in
1907. Mrs. Timmerman is a member of the Lutheran Chureh. Ha
%g. afliliated with the Loval Order of Moose and in poltties is a repub-
iean.

CHaRrLEs F. Tracy is the second oldest railroad engineer living
in North Platte. Tor forty years he was an engineer of the Union
Pacifie, with headquarters at North Platte, and for his long and faith-
ful service he now enjoys a well earned pension. He is a man held
in the higest respeet not only by his fellow railroad men but hy all
clagses of citizens.

Mr. Tracy was born at Port Kent, New York, June 18, 1851,
son of Hezekiah and Abizail Agnes (Garvin) Tracy. His father
was horn in New York and his mother at Charlotte, Vermont. Thev
were married in New York state and lived on a farm until the death
of the father in 1859, at the age of forty-two. IJe was a republican
in polities and was a Methodist in religion. There were only two
children: Tra A. and Charles F. The former was a ecarpenter who
lived for a number of years at North Platte. where he died.

Charles T. Tracv was eight vears old when his father died. He
received his early education at Mooers and in a eollege at Plattshurg,
New York. Tlis first oceupation was clerking in a general store at
Seiota, New York, and he left that to become a fireman on a steam-
boat on Loke Champlain. TLater he toined his mother and step-
father at Appleton. Wisconsin. and was emploved as bookkeeper in
a general storg at Preseutt in that state until he came to North Platte
in Septemher, 1869.

The Union Pacific had heen in operation through North Platte
only. about two years when Mr. Tracy secured his place on the com-
pany payroll as u lncometive firrman. He is one of the men who
can speak from the basis of long experience of the remarkable im-
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provenients in railway equipment during the last half century. The
first engiues on which he rode would now be interesting relics in a
museum. At Christmus, 1872, he gatued promotion to engineer, and
was continued with that mnk for more than forty vears, until No-
vember 17, 1913, when he was put on the retired list with a pen-
sion. Mr. Tracy during all these vears, while possessing the typical
generosity of a railroad nwn, was also looking to the future and
nmuade sowe investments that have earned him a cornfortable com-
petence. At one time he owned thirty-four lots in Novth Platte and
also had a good residence, which lie maintained until atter the death
of his wife. Tle has long heen prominent and influential in the
Brotherlhiood of Locomotive Engincers, and served as secretary and
treasurer of Division No. 88 of the ovder from 1888 to 1898, and
from the latter date has heen =ecretary and treasarer of the General
Committee of Adjusument. e is a republiean in politics. is affiliated
with the Degree of Tlonor, the Anecient Order of United Workmen
and the Royal Highlanders and is a Preshyterian, as was Mrs. Truey.

November 1, 1380, Mr. Traey married Miss Lizzie L. Stincheomb.
She waz born in Ohio in 1850 and died at North Platte May 28, 1911.
Of the four children of their nnion only oue is now living, Ora Mar-
earet. She is the wife of William Wilie Walker, owner of a musical
store at North Platte.  Her first husband was Delmer Deford. and
by that unien she las one daughter, Traev Margaret Deford. Mr. and
Mrs. Walker have two children, Grace Ora and Williamn Wylie, Jr.

Arraur C. How.irv, one of the valued emploves of the Union
Pacific Railroad, on which he is now a condnetor, has the distinetion
of being the first white child born at North Platie, where he still
resides.  He was born in this city on July 27, 1869, a son of
George F. and Carrie (Holmes) Howard, she born ai Bordeaux,
Franece, and he on the ocean while his parents were erossing from
England to the United States. George I. Howard and his wife were
married at Omaha, Nebraska, and he worked out of that city as a
locomotive engineer. Later he came to North Platte, arriving here
in 1868, and was in the employ of the Union Pacifie Railroad Com-
pany for a number of years, and in his latter days ran a switch engine
for that same road. His death occurred an April 15, 1874, His
widow survives him and now lives at Burkelt, Nebraska, in the homa
for soldiers’ widows, heing entitled to a place in it through the serv-
ice her hasband rendered during the war between' the states when
he was on a gunboat and participated in a mumber of the engage-
ments on the Mississippi River, including the eampaign against
Tsland No. 10, Tle first enlisted in 1861, and after the expiration
- of his first period e re-enlisted in Company G. Third Ohio Cavalry,
and was mustered out at Monroeville, Ohio, in 18683, Arthur C.
Howard was the oniv child born to that marriage. After her hus-
band’s death Mrs. Howard was married to TI. T. Crockett. and bv
her sceond marriage she had o san. J. W. Crockett, who is a rail-
road conduetor living at Ogden. Utah. Al her life she has been a
consistent member of the Roman Catholiec Chureh.  Mr. Howard
was strong in his support of the republican pariy.

Arthur (. Howard attended the publie schools of North Platte,
and when only twelve years old beman to he self-supporting, as at
that earlv age he began working in a hotel. running mescages and
calling the railroad men who patronized the hntel for their trains.
As was but natural. considering that he was reared in a railroad
atmosphere, he has spent all of his mature years in railroad work,
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and on August 10, 1892, entered the service of the Union Pucific
Railroad with which he Las sinee remained.  He waus for a time con-
nected with the freight =ervice, but has been promoted and is now
passenger conductor on the run from North Plutte to Cheyenne.

On November 26, 1901, Mr. Howard was miarried to Mabel C.
Fredling, who was born in Towa, a daughter of Erie and Ada (Peter-
son) Fredling, both of whem were born in Sweden and married in
lowa. Mr. Fredling is a retired railroad man, and he and his wife
now live at Seattle, Washington.  Mr. and Mrs, Howard have two
sons, namely: Arthur and Everett. hoth of whom are attending
school and are very bright, promising boys. Mr. Tfoward belongs
to the Baptist Church, and also to the Order of Railroad Conductors,
in which he has received the Degree of Honor, and isa Yeoman, and
he has passed all of the chairs of the former organization. Like his
father he is a strong republican. Quite recently he remodeled his
residence at No. 809 Fast Fourth streef, and it is now a very com-
fortable and modern home. Mr. Howard’s time is fully occupied
with his railroad work, so he has never gone into politics, but is in-
terested in the progress of his city and county, is a man of high
standing both with his road and locally.

Joux Twrivem, M. D. If definite accomplishment in the utiliza-
tion of subjective power and ability is to be the criterion of success,
then Dr. John Twinem, of North Platte, one of the hest known physi-
cians of Lincoln county, certainly has achieved success in one of the
noblest of callings. Looking into the clear perspective of his career,
there may be scen the strong lines of courage, persisience, determina-
tion and self-confidence—qualities which alone work forward to the
goal of worthy and distinet achievement. To achieve an eminent
standing in as exacling a calling as the medieal profession requires
something more than mediocre talenis—a fidelity to duty and the
happy faculty of winning and retaining the confidence and good
will of all classes. These qualifieations the gentleman whose lifo
record is briefly outlined in the following paragraphs seems to pos-
sess, for he has, unaided, eradually overcome all obstacles until he
stands in the front rank of the medical profession of Lincoln county,
a locality widely known for the high order of its medieal talent.

John T'winem was born in County Armagh. near Belfast, Treland,
and is the son of William and Mary Jane (MeNallv) Twinem, hoth
of whom also were natives of Treland, where they were reared, mur-
ried and spent their entire lives. both heing now decensed. They
became the parents of six children, of which number only one, the
subject of this sketch, canie to the United States. The father was a
farmer by vocation and was highly respected in his home eommu-
nity. Tle and his wife were earnost members of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church.

John Twinem received his elementary edueation in the national
sehools of his native country. where le lived unttl 1893, when. de-
sirous of better opportunities for advancement than were afforded in
his own countrv, he immigrated o the United States. After obtain-
ing emninyment here he decided to seeure ® more complete eduea-
tion and entered Wheaton Collero. near Chicago, Tllinois, where he
was araduated in due course of tine. Then, having determined to
devote his life to the practice of the healing art, he matrienlated in
the Tahnemann Medical Callese at Chicaen, where he was graduated
in 1903, with the deeres of Dactar of Medieine. Tmmediatelv there-
after he came tn North Platte and established himself in the practice

—
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of his profession, in whick he hus been engaged continuously to
the present time, having built up a large and representative patron-
age throughout this community, his reputatiou us a successful physi-
cian and surgeon having extended far beyoud the bounds of his own
locality. I'or zomne time he has had u hospituk for the treatment and
care of patients who wish to place themselves entirely under his per-
sonal cure and for those who come from outside puints. Rccently
he has purchased olher lots, on which it is his intention to erect an-
other and better Lospital. Not only has he guined wide notoriety in
his chosen professzion, but he has also established a sound reputation
for uprightness and noble character in all the relations of life.

In 1905 Doctor Twinem was married to Martha Armstrong,
of Glidden, lowa, and they are the purents of three children, Linn,
Mary June und William. Politically the doctor is a republican, and,
while his professional duties precludes his taking a very active part
in politics, he exhibits a keen and intelligent interest in the public
affairs of the loculity, for he consistently gives his supnort to every
movement having for its object the advancement of the community
along material, civic or moral lines. Fraternally he is a member of
the Independent Order of Odd Iellows, while he and his family are
earnest members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He is a mem-
ber of the Douglas County Medical Society and the American In-
stitute of Flomeopathy. It is his intention zhortly to take a post-
graduate course in surgery, it being his constant endeavor to keep
thoroughly in touch with all the latest advances in his profession.
Doctor Twinem has had a splendid record as a physician, and as a
citizen he is numbered among the progressive and enterprising men
of the cormmmumity. Genial and approachable, he has easily made
friends and is deservedly popular among those who know him.

Hexry C. Rminger. It is a far cry from the present, when all
employment of those under sixteen vears is either forbidden or dis-
couraged, to the davs when little children were expected to be self-
supporting, and yet there are a number of men still living who have
earned for themselves cverything they had from a period antedating
their twelfth year. When asked they will tell their questioner that
their early employment made them self-reliant. aggressive and ca-
pable, bnt it is to be noiiced that they have taken good care to so
provide for their own children as to make such early endeavors un-
necessary. Onec of these self-made men of Nebrazka. who stands hich
in public esteem, is Henry C. Ridineer, one of the large farmers and
hay producers of Lincaln county, whose leased farm is in gection 21,
township 14. in the North Platte neighborhood.

Henry C. Ridinger was born in Clark county, Tllinois, about
sixty-seven vears ago, a son of William and Margaret Ridinger, both
of whom are deceased. They went to Kansas in 1857, becoming
pioneers of that state during the most cxciting period of its history.
Ry ealling he was a farmer. He and his wife had six children, of
whom Henry C. was the voungest.

In his boyhood Tenry C. Ridinger worked at whatever presented
itzelf, and long before he left childhood was doing a man’s work.
He trailed eattle for several vears in Kansas for a man by the name
of Rohert Walker, and then hired out as a farm hand bv the month
at different places, earning his own living from the time he was
eleven vears old. About 1585 he came to Nebraska and rode the
range for McCully & Jewett and Plummer & Roberts, early cattle
men of Dawson county. After four vears he came to Lincoln county

Tl
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and leused his present property of 420 acres, where he is doing gen-
eral farming aud raising a good grade of live stock. He specializes
on hay production to a large extent.

Mr. Ridinger was married in 1587 to Lena Wulter, born in Ohio
and married i lowa. They becarne the pureuts of the following
children, munely: Ifred, who is a4 railroad ne, hives at North Platte
Ernest, who is ulso a railread man and a resident of North Platte;
Roy, who ix on the furm with his futher; Lolu, who is the wife of
Frank Steele, of North Platte: Thelma and Miliard, who are at
home; and one who is deceased.

In his politieal views Mr. Ridinger is'a republican, and he has
been a member of the school board of distriet 91 for several vears.
He wus asseszor of Cox precinet. and u man of consideruble moment
in hix party in locul affairs.  Mrs, Ridinger is @ member of the
Latheran Chureh, but Mr. Ridinger has not identified hirself with
any religious organization.  When it is remembered that he staried
out so early in life and gradually worked his way up unot only
what he has aceomplished is greatly to his credit but that he has
alzo won such universal respect and warm personal regard from his
associales. -

Gustave O. Jouxsox. Until the people of Nebraska recognized
the need for adequate irrigation, farming was not very profitable in
portions of the state. but sinee the construetion of these systems
thousands of acres of land have been redeemed and are now pro-
ducing banner crops. These farts are held to a large degree by
individuals, who have iuvested in them for the purpose of securing
permanent homes, and are consequently deeply interested in the
growth and developmient of this preat commonwealth and their local
communities. One of these progressive farmers of Lincoln county
is Gustave O. Johnson, who owns and operates a farm in seetion 14,
township 14, in the neighborhood of Hershey.

Guostave 0. Johnson was born in Henry county, Illinois, on Octo-
ber 2, 1874, a son of Carl and Christina (Sonburg) Johnzon. both
of whom were natives of Sweden. Thev eame to the United States
many years ago, locating in Ilenry county, Illinois, where he found
emplovment in railroad work. Subeequently he brought his family
to Polk county, Nebraska, and bought a furm in the vieinity of
Stromsburg, where he carried on general farming until he retired.
Then he and his wife moved to Stromsbure and there lived the re-
mainder of their useful lives, passing away in that city. From ehild-
hood both were cousistent members of the Lutheran Chureh. From
the time he was naturalized Carl Johnson supported the candidates
of the democratic party. Carl Johnson and his wife had the follow-
ing family: Timma. who is the wife of Osear Rodine. of Pollk
countv, Nebraska; Clara, who is the wife of Axel Lindhelnd, of
Oceola, Nebruska; Gustave O., whose name heads this review; and
Axel, who lives in Lincoln county, Nebraska.

Gustave 0. John=on was reared in Polk county. Nebraska. and
eame from there (o Lineoln connty and houghit the eightv-acre farm
he now owns. all of which is irrigated. TTere he carries on general
farming and stockraizing and has put in a nnmber of high-cliss 1m-
provements, so that hiz property haz heen greatly inerensed in value.

In 1899 My, Johnson was united in marriage with Manda Swan-
son, born in Sweden. the ceremony takine place in Polk cmunty,
Nebraska. where Mr, and M, Swanson =till reside. Mr. and Mrs.
Johnson heeame the parents of three children, namely: Mildred,
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who iz attending the O'Fallon zchool; Reuben, who is also attending
the O IFullon =chool; and Kenuneth, who is at horue.  Like his futher,
Mr. Johnzon supports the demoeratic ticket, although somnetimes lo-
cally he cazt= hiz vote for the nman rather than for the party.  Both
he and his wife are stroug supporters of the local Lutheran Church,
of which they have long been wembers.  Thev are both friends of
the public schools. for it was in those of Polk county that they re-
ceived educational training.  [lard-working. upright and thrifty,
Mr. and Mrs, Johnson lLuve made o sucves: of their farining, and at
the same time gaived the respect of their neighbors.

Perer Youxa. Since 1905 Peter Youug has been engaged in
farming and stockraising in Lincoin county, and his rural property
is oue of the best developed in the Hershey neighborhood. lle is a
native of Sweden, where he was born in 1871, a son of Peter and
Anna (Burgstroin) Young, both natives of Sweden. The father
was a miner. and died in his native land.  Following his demi=e his
widow came to the United States in 1887, bringing her four children
with her, hoping to give them better opportunities here than they
would secure in Sweden, and lived to sce her hopes for them realized.
These ehildren were as follows: Nels J., who is a farmer of Lincoln
county; Anna, who is the wife of John Johnson, lives in South
Omaha, Nelrazka: Peter, whose name appears in this review; and
Mary, whao is deceased.

Peter Young attended the publie schools of Sweden, and after
reaching this country tonk a business cowrse in the Omaha Commer-
cial- Collese, which gave him a fair knowledge of business customs
here. .After his arrival in the United States in 1387 he =pent some
time in Boone county, Towa, and from there went to Omaha, Ne-
braska, as butcher for a packiug eompany, holding that position for
about thirteen vears. Ile then spent two years in Kansas, when he
returned to Omaha, and in 1905 came to Lincoln eounty and bought
130 acres of land in section 14, township 14, range 33, all of which 1=
jrrigated.  His operations include general farming and the raising of
a high erade of stock. In addition to his agrieultural interests
Mr. Young is a stockholder in the Farmers’ Union State Exchange
of Omaha and the Farmers” Union at Hershey, and iz treasurer of
the Paxton and Hershey Water Company.

Tn June. 1898, Mr. Young was married to Martha Johnson, a
native of Sweden, and their children are as follows: Melba, who is
attending Midland College at Fremont, Nebraska; Linnea, who 1s
attending the O’Fallon Iligh School; and Carl, Albert, Dorts, Caro-
lina, Norma, Myrtle, Thaine, Ttta and Hildegard, who are all at
home.

In his political views Mr. Young iz a republican, and is now serv-
ing as treasurer of the (’Fallon school board. Tle belongs to the
Swedish Lutheran Church, and is a generous contributor to its sup-
port. The Modern Woadmen of Ameriea holds his membership.

There are a number of men of the same country in Lincoln
county and all of them are doing well. their industry and thrift re-
sulting in their ultimate prosperity. They have developed into fine
citizen=. and are held in the highest esteem by their neighbors. who
apprecinte their excellent qualitiez, and are prepared to weleome to
this region any others who claim Sweden as a.place of birth.

Jorx W. Fowrer On his fine farming properiy located north-
west of Hershev John W. Fowler is engaged in raising beets. He
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18 also engaged in the cattle industry, and is recognized as one of the
progressive men of this region. He was born af Stewartsville, Mis-
sours, Mareh 27, 1877, a son of John W, and Cornelia (Weddle)
Fowler, natives of Illinois and Missouri, respectively. The father
wag a Union soldicr, having served in Company B of an Illinois
cavalry regiment during the period of the war, und contracted tuber-
culosis, caused by measles, and died from it in 1877, when forty-
two years of age. IIis widow is still livine and makes Ler home at
Lebanon, Kansas. By trade he wus a carpenter. ]lis political con-
victions made him o republican. In religions matters he was a
Baptist and his widow is a Methodist. Their children were as fol-
lows: Alice, who is the wife of H. 1. Hendricks, of Marion, Ne-
braska; Georege, who iz a farmer of Sutherland, Nebraska; Emma,
who i3 the wife of IL. T. Randall, proprietor of a paint store; Wil-
liam, who is employed in the machine shops of North Platte; and
John W, who is the youngest of the family.

Left with a family to support by the death of her husband. the
mother of John W. Fowler took her children to Smith county, Kan-
sas, and there homesteaded, and {here John W. was reared and ac-
quired a_common school education. From Smith county he went
to Russell, Kansas, where he worked as g farm laborer, and then,
coming to Lincoln county. homesteaded and bought a relinquish-
ment claim south of North Platte, and there carried on general Farm-
ing and raised a good erade of stock, specializing in cattle. After he
had this property well improved he sold at a good profit and hought
his present farm, and since then has developed into a beet grower on
an extensive zcale. e also handles some cattle, feeding quite a
nufmber during the winter. :

In 1899 Mr. Fowler was united in marriage with Bertha L. An-
derson, a nutive of Van Buren county. Jowa, who later went to
Kansas, where the marriage occurred. = Mr. and Mrs. Fowler have
no children of their own. but they have adopted three, namely: John
Miller, Verne Fowler and Gladys. Mr. Fowler is a strong republiean.
His fraternal connections are those he maintains with the local
Lodge of Odd Fellows and Yeomen, and Mrs. Fowler belongs to
the latter oreanization. She was a school teacher in Kansas prior
to her marriage.

John Miller, adopted son of Mr. and Mrs. Fowler, was in the
Fifth Brigade of the Marines during the late war, and afler heinge
trained at Paris Island, Seuth Carolina. was sent overseag, arriving
in France just o weels prior to the signing of the Armistice, much
to his regret and that of his comrades, who had hoped to see service
at the front.

Pratr J. GrimaN, Manv railroad men with interesting carecrs
live at North Dlatte, but probably Platt J, Gilman iz the only one
whese record and service with the Union Pacific and whose mem-
ories g0 hack to the time when North Platte was the terminus of
the Union Pacific and whieh was in process of construiction as the
first trans-continental line of the West. The hiztoriral prominence
enjoved by Platt J. Gilman iz alse shared hy Mrs. Gilman. who has
the distinetion of being the first sehonl teacher at North Platte.

Platt J. Gilman was born at Plattshure, New York, June 23,
1847, son of R. A. and Ann 1T, (Mooers) Gilman. is father was
born in New Hampshire in 1801 and his mother ir, New York State
in 1809. Shortly after their marriage thev eame west, locating
in Dodge county, Wisconsin, in 1859. R. A. Gilman was a machinist
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and mill man, and in Wisconzin built and operated a sawmill on his
farm and helped develop the lumber resources of that state. About
1883 he moved out to Denver, Colorado, where he died in Decoem-
ber, 1886. 1lis widow survived him and died at the home of her
gon in North Platte in 1889. DBoth were members of the Presbv-
terian Church and the father was a republican voter. Of eight chil-
dren only three are now living: Julia Struthers, a widow at Los
Angeles, California; Platt J.; and Charles, who is an agent for the
Santa Fe Railway Company in California.

Platt J. Gilman acquired hiz early education in the City of
Milwaukee. One of his first experiences and one that constitutes
another distinetion of his career was as a Union soldier. He en-
listed in 18G4, at the nge of seventeen, in Company I of the Thirty-
ninth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. All his service was at Mem-
phis, Tennessee. After the war he returned to Wisconsin, learned
telegraphy, and for two years was with the Chicago & Milwaukee
Railway.

It was in March, 1867, that Mr. Gilman arrived at North Platte,
which even then marked one of the westernmost posts of the fron-
tier. He had erossed the Missonri River when the stream was filled
with floating ice. The first three vears hie spent in the train serviee
of the Pacific Company, and January 1, 1870, resumed his duties
as a telegrapher. He remained as a telegraph operator and as man-
ager of the local office through many vears of faithful service, until
November, 1908. Mr. Gilman has a swell merited pension {rom two
services, one {rom the Union Pacific Railway Company, the second
for his services as & Union soldier during the Civil war. , ,

Mr. Gilman has always been 2 good and eareful business man.
He has acquired some valuable property interests at North Platte,
including his home at 315 West Fifth Street. Mr. Gilman Is a
Knight Templar Mason and is tyler in all the Masonie bodies at
North Platte. Tle is also a past grand Odd Fellow, and is a repub-
lican in politics, e served three terms as 2 member of the Schaool
Board. Both he and his wife are members of the Episcopal Churchs
and Mrs. Gilman was one of the organizers of the church in North
Platte and has given much of her time to its affairs. She was also
deeply interested in war auxiliary work, especially in the Red Cross
and Civilian Relief.

In 1875 Mr. Gilman married Mary E. (Hubbard) Kramph.
Mrs. Gilman was born January 10, 1846, near Palmyra, New York,
and at the time of her marriage to Mr. Gilman was the widow of
John Kramph and daughter of Alfred and Lydia (Shove) Hub-
bard. Ter parents were natives of New York State and for many
years lived 1n Palmyra, where her father died. Her mother died
at the honie of Mrs. Gilman in North Dlatte. Her father was a
wagonmaker, a trade he followed until his death. The Hubbards
were a Qualker family. 3Mrs. Gilman is the only survivor of four
children. She was educated in the grade schools of Palmvra and
for one year tanght at Canandaicua, New York. Undoubtedly it re-
quired no small degree of courage for lhier to leave her eastern home
surroundings and come ont to the frontier town of North Platte in
1868, where she was hired to teach the first school established. She
remained a school teacher only one vear, and in 1869 became the
wife of Johin Frederick Kramph. Mr. Kramph died in December,
1872, and of Mrs. Gilman’s two children by that union only one
is now living, Anna Kramph. Mrs. Kramph was born at North
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Tlatte, was educated in the loe] high sehool, for three yeurs was
employed in the superintendent’s office of t]o Union Pacifie Rajl-
way, and then entered the First National Bunk, where she has beeq
one of the cificient and trusted employes for many Years. She ig
now assistant cashier, and is one of tl few women in Nebraska to
attain such responsibilities. She is active with her mother in churel,
Red Cross and other loca] Organizations.

To the marriege of My, and Mres. Giliman were horn six chil-
dren, only four now living: Alfred, the son. bort at North Plaite
in 1878, was educated in Nebraska State University, attended The.
ological school at Philadelphia, and is an ordained Episcopal min-
ister. I 1903 he went 1o China as o misstory, and is now presi-
dent of the Bone Epizcopal College ut Wauchang, China,  The
oldest daughter, Kute, is 4 graduate of the North Platte schools, of
the Peru Norinal, and wus « teacher at Novth Platte until her mar-
riage to Mr. J. 4. Woolsex, who is a traveling man, their home being
at Vaneouver, Washington, Margaret Gilman is the wife of George
AL Saint, a ¢jvil engineer with the Chicago and Northwestern Raul-
way Company and g resident of Elmhurst. [linois, Orilla, the
youngest of the fumilv, is the wife of R. D. Birge, a prominent
voung lumbermun at Noph Platte, son of W. W Birge, of whom
mention will be found on other puges of this volume.

C. E. Carisox. Anyone who is the owner of irrigated Lincoln
county farm Jand uced not take much heed of his future, for he is
assured an income from jt whether he operaltes it himself or rents 1t
to someone else.  Since this region has been placed under an ipri.
gation systein its lands havo becomie very productive and conse-
auently vahible, and are Leld at figures that a few years ago would
have heen deeined impossible.  Oune of these prosperous landowiters
now taking life somewhat casv after vears of uaremitting toil is . E.
Carlson of section 13. township 14, He was born in Sweden i1y 1854,
a son of Cari Carlsan, o carpeuter by trade, now deceased. His wife
has also passed away, both of them having been devout members of
the Lutheran Church.

C. . Carlson was reared iy, Sweden, where he attended the pub-
lic sehools. but not heine contented with conditions there Le sought
better opportunities in the United States, landing in this country in
the spring of 1879. Fora time he worked at farm lahor in Tllinojs,
and then came on west to Harmony, Nebraska. Still Tater he home-
steaded in Phelps county. proved up Lis claim and mmproved it, and
then sold it at a profit. * Mr. Carlson then came to Lincoln county,
buying 196 acres of land in 1908, all of which is Irrigated, and here
he earried on general farming until he practically retired, His com-
fortable residence. big barns. fine fonces and other good improve-
ments have all heen made by him.

In 1891 Mr. Carlson was united in marriage with Sophia Ander-
son, and theyv had one ehild, Richard, who died in 1916, Sinee se-
curing his naturalization papers Mr. Carlson has heen an independent
voter. The Lutheran Chureh holds his membership.  Mr. Carlson
1s another instance of one of his countrymen whe made gond. Com-
ing here with hut little knowledee of the laneuage und customs, he
has become one of the nrosperous men of his community becanse
he was not afraid of hard work or unwilling to save hiz money. He
went throush the hardships which always accompany hOmestendmg,
and with the money he made from the sale of the property he thus



HMISTORY OF LINCOILN COUNTY a7

acquired he was able to better hiwself. [lis has been no roval road
tu fortune, but rather a stony puth leading up u steep ineline, but he
has now reached level ground where Lie can aftord 1o pittlse for rest
and enjoyment.  1is material sueeess is not all that he has galtied,
however, for while he was aequiring it his hone=ty, sineeriy anul
helpfulness gained him many warm friends and the respeet of his
neighbors. '

J. W. CueMexs. The traveler through Lincoln county is im-
pressed by the fine hmproved farmnz and ligh grade of the livestock,
which bear testimony to the progressive spirit of the agrieulturalists
of this region.  Much of this land has been redeemed through the
imstullation of systemz of irrigation, and none of the farms have
Leen brought to their present condiuon except through unremitting
hard work on the purt of the owners. Que of the 1nen who owns
and operates a valuable farming property of eighty neres on seetion
23, townzhip 14, in the neighborhved of North™ Platte, ie J. W.
Cleniens, oue of the substantial men of the county.

J. W. Clemens was born in Noble eounty, Indiana, in 1856, a
son of I.. N. Clemens, a native of Virginia, born in the Shenandoah
Valley, and his wife, S8arah A. (Rathburn) Clemens, a direet de-
seendant of one of the passengers on the historic “Mayflower” At
an early day L. N. Clemens came to Indiana, and the neighborhood
in which he located was then so sparselv settled that he had to ride
for two days hefore he eould find mea to put up for him a log cabin.
He develoned into a general farmer and prominent resident of Noble
county, and was a justice of the peace for a number of vears. After
the orgauization of the republican party he gave his undivided sup-
port to its eandidates and prineiples. Tlis death oceurred at the age
of eightv-three vears. hiz widow =urviving him and living to he
eightyv-five vears. All of her life she was very active as a member of
the Mcthodist Episcopal Church. while her hushand was equally
taithful in hiz adherence to the ereed of the Baptist faith. Thev had
eleven children. as follows: Martha. Fliza, John R. and Malinda,
all of whowm are deceased: TTenderson C.. who is now Hving retired
in Indiana: TTarrison B.. who is deceased: TTenrv 8., who ig a resi-
dent of Minnesota: Sarah J.. who is @ widow living at Garrett, Tn-
diana; two who died in infanev; and J. W., who was the voungest
born. The father of this family was envolling officer for his town-
ship durine the war hetween the states. and owing tao the presence
in the neichhorhood of a number of dizloyal people he had some
narrow escapes from death and disability.

Growing up on his futher’s farm. . W. Clemens was carly taught
the leseons of richt living and the dignity of Iabor, which he has
never forootten. and at the same time he was sent to the schools nf
his neighborhond. where lie aequired a knowledee of the funda-
mentals of an edueation. In Mav. 1883, seeking helter onportunities,
Mr. Clemens came from Tndiana to Lineoln eonnty and homesteaded
eight miles snuth of Wallace, proved up his elaim, und made a num-
her of improvements on it. and then =old it at a profit and began
working for the railroad. Tn 1892 he hought his present farm, on
which he has placed exeellent imnrovements «nd now has a valuable
property. Tlis archard. planted by him, is one.of the hest in this
lncality, arid he takes great pride in it. Mr. Clemens is doing a
aeneral farming and livestock husiness, and keeps up the grade of
his stock.
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A 18¢8 Mr. Clemens was united iy marriage with Bliza . Fulk
in Noble county, Indiana.  She was bory in Ohio.  Their ¢hildren
are u§ follows: Ulysses 11, who was killed on the railroad at Chup-
pell, Nebraska, while engaged in raitvond work: Blunelie N, who is
at hewe; Howard N, whe is 4 furiner of Lincoln county; Myrtle,
whio is deceased ; Maude E. and Fdgar E., botli of whoin are at home.

While living in Waliace precinet Mr. Cleniens was eleeted oas-
sessor of his precinet.  Tle is an independent voter. * Both he and his
wife are consistent menibers of {)e Methodist Episeopul Church,
and are held in hich esteem by their fellow 1nemibers. In fraternal
matiers Mr. Clemens iz a wember of the Modern Woodinen of
Amertea. while his wife belonsas to {he Royal Neighibors. Sinee com-
ing {o Lincoln county Mr. Clemens has firmnly established himself
in the confidence of liis neighbors, aud is recognized as one of the
best representatives of the agricultural interests of this part of the
slale.

Swan C. FcrrLvsp. One of the experienced agriculturists of Lin-
coln county is Swan C, Eckluid, who has recently returned to his
fine farm In section 17, townzhip 14, after several ‘yeurs spent away
from the farm in Deaver, Colarado, the call of the soil being loo
strong lor him to Jonger resist it. MHe was bori in Sweden July 11,
1851, a son of Swan and Bertha (Johnson) Ecklund, both of whom
are now deceasal, the latter altaining to the remarkable age of ninety-
SIX years.

Swan C. Ecklund eame to the United States in 1870 and first
located at Red Wina, Minnewotn, and was there emploved for ahout
eighteen months.  Tle was then attructed to Chieago, Illinois, by the
demand for Juborers in the reconstruction of the city following the
great five of 1871, and he found employment at his trade of a cabinet-
maker. In November, 1872, he returned to Sweden and spent 214
years, but the the old conditions did not suit him, and so Lie came
back o the United States in 1873, this time seleeting Clierokce, Jows,
and was oceupied with construction work on the new county build-
ings. Tn the fall of 1877 he made the journey by horse and mule
team {o the Coast and spent three years ai different places along it,
working at his trade and prospecting. Returning to Towa, where Le
still owned Yand, he spent two more vears in that sate. still working
at his trade. and during that time ke was married at Marcus, Towa.
to Matilda Nelson. a native of Tllinois, and they started a store and
handled a gencral line of merchandise at Marens for four years,
Mis. Eeklund then died. leaving a son, Georye ., now musieal di-
rector with the Guiety Theatre of Springfield. Tlinois.

After the death of his wife Mr. Tieklund sold Lis husiness at Mar-
eus, Towa, and eame 1o ITnldredpe, Nebraska, where he opened up a
hardware store, but later sold it. TTe then went 1nto an insurance
business, and after he had developed it he disposed of it and opened
a grocerv al Woldredee, and eondueled it for fen vears. iz health
failing him. he embarked in the cattle husiness on a ranch al Over-
ton, Nebraska, and for five years carried it on, but then sold it and
refurned to Teldredae. where he dealt in real cstate. securing the
ageney for Paxton & TTershev in Lineoln conntv. While handling
land for thiz firm Mr. Feklund hecame impressed with the value of
property in Lineoln eounty, and invesied in some of it. and in 1903
moved his family to the farm hie had seenved. cotnprising 202 aeres.
This he eperated far nine vears, and then rented it and went {o Diayr+
ver, Coloradn, but on Mareh 1, 1939, returned to . At one time
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Mr. Ecklund was enpaged in teaming betw o Tl
Butte, Montana. H }:C',l'* e e.en“O,__,den', o

utwe, -rontana. rHe has been a director and treasurer of the Paxton
& Ilershey Water Company for some time, and is a man of varied
expericnee and wide knowledge.

Mr. Eeklund was married second, November 9, 1887, to Emma
Hedlund, a native of Illinois, horn April 9, 1865, and they became
the parents of three children. namely Carl, who rents his father’s
farm; Oscar and Lvelyn, hoth of whom are atiending the Ilershey
school.  Mr. Ecklund is an independent voter, and both Mr. and
Mrs. Feklund are members of the Lutheran Church.

Dewry WiENER. One of the men of Lincoln county who has
found farming and stockraising profitable, ind who has proven his
faith in this part of the state by iuvesting heavily in farm land, is
Dewey Wisner of section 33, township 15. He was born in Lenawee
countv, Michigan, on May 18, 1878. 4 son of William E. and Eme-
line (Whelan) Wisner, natives of Michigan. William E. \WVisner
was a farmer who came to Nebraska, homesteaded in McPherson
county, and proved up his elaim in 1890. There he was engaged in
general farming and the raising of stock until his death in 1911, A
strong republican, he was elected on hiz party tieket supervisor of
Lenawee county, Michigan, and as treasurer of MePherson county,
Nebraska. A very well educated man, he alternated farming with
school teaching after he came to Nebraska, and some of his pupils in
those early days have become prominent in this and other states,
William: I5. Wisner and his wife were both consistent members of
the Presbyterian Chureh. Their children were as follows. Dr. W. 0,
who is a physician and surgeon of Spokane, Washington; Anna,
who is the wife of A. G. Waits, of MePherson county; Mrs. J. M,
Calhoun, who resides in Lincoln county: Dewey, whose name heads
this review; Emily. who is the wife of II. E. Waits, of McPherson
connty; Scott, who is agent of the ITugo Cole Company; and Stella,
who is deecensed, married .\. G. Waits.

Dewey Wisner acquired a common school education and a knowl-
edoe of farming during the formative period of his life. Like his
father, he homesteaded in MePherson county and proved up his
claim, and in 1913 came to Lincoln county. He has added to his
holdings until he now owns 334 sections of land and is extensively
engaged in a general line of farming and the raising of registered
Durham cattle and a good line of other stock. His improvements,
which are excellent, have been made by him and he takes a pride in
keeping his property up to the highest standards.

In 1907 Mr. Wisner was married to Dora Harrison, a daughter
of B. F. Harrison, one of the pioneers of MePherson county, and a
man of some prominence in his dav. Mr. and Mrs. Wisner have
two children, namely: Edith and Hazel, hoth of whom are at home.
Although he does not feel himself bound down to party ties, Mr. Wis-
ner i3 a republican on general principles. He is one of the most
experienced farmers of the North Platte neighhorhood, and his ex-
periments have proven satisfactory and his example is followed by
& numbher of his fellow citizens. who recognize that he knows what
he is about and when he adopts a certain method he does so beeause
he knows it to be the hest for his purposes. As a man he stands well
in pléblic esteem and he deserves the confidence he has always in-
spired.
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Mavrice J. CroNey was o veteran railroad man, one of the early
employes of the Union Pacific ot North Phatte, and during his resi-
dence in that city guined p host of friends outside of railroad cireles.

Mr. Cronen was born at Great Bend, Pennsylvania. October 20,
1855, and died at Grand Island, Nebraska, February 10, 1902. His
father, Owen J. Cronen, was g native of [reland, was married in that
country, and beeume an early settler at Waverly, Towa, where he died.
Maurice J. Crouen received his education in the distriet schools and
high schools of Towa, and as o boy Leeanie interested in railroading,
and made no other occupation eonstitute a serious claim upon his
energies. ITe hegan as a lacomotive firetnan and for several vears
was an enginecr with the Illinois Central in the Iowa Division.
Mr. Cronen located at North Platte in 1579 as roundhonse foreman,
and the responsibilities of t]t oflice he filled the rest of hiz life. He
wus roundhouse foreman at Grand Island at the time of his death.
Mr. Cronen was a Lutheran in religion, was a demoerat in polities,
and was afliliated with the Ancient Order of United Workmen and
the Woodmen of the World.

In 1885 he murried Miss Loltie Kocken, a daughter of Andrew
0. and Christina Millander Kueloy,, Her pareni= were both horn in
Sweden, and eame to the United States in 1869, first living in Iowa,
going to Omahia for four vears, and settling at North Platte, Nebraska,
in 1873, Andrew Kocken is a well known citizen of North Platte,
was industrious in his business as o tailor for many years, and is now
retired.  Mrs. Nocken died in 1917 Mr=. Cronen was the sccond
i a family of ten children. eight of whom are stil] living. The late
Mr. Cronen was a good busines man. and Mrs. Cronen has shown
much eapability in handling her affairs since hix death. She is
owner of two gvod properties tn North Platte. Three children were
born to her: Nelle, who died at the age of sixteen vears; Walter,
m the insurance business in Kansas; and Gordon, who is a veterinary
surgeon now in the Government civil service and located at Pierre,
South Dakota.

RoGer A. Davipsox, whe died in 1903, was a resident of Linenln
county for several vears, and his family, consisting of Mrs. Davidson
and their three daugliiers, now reside at North Platte.

Mr. Davidson wus born in Ohio in 1858, a son of James R. and
Rachel Davidson. ITis father wits an attornev hy profession. and
when Roger was a small bov the family settled at Hillshoro, Henry
county, Iowa. James Davidson served two terms as shem(f of Henry
county, and otherwize was active in the practice of law until his death.
He was o member of the Baptist Church and a republican in politics.

Roger A. Davidsan acquired hiz early edueation in Iowa, and
for four vears wus deputy sherift under his father. In 1880 he
married Miss Cullie A. Buchanan, a sister of Butler Buechanan of
Lincoln county. Mr. and M, Davidson eame to Lincoln county
in 1882, locating on a ranch. and subsequently Mr. Davidson con-
ducted a store and restawrant at Citis in Frontier county. Tn 1895
he took hix farily laek to lowa, where he engaged in farming. He
was a good business man, suceessful in various enterprises, and left
his family well provided for when he died in 1903.

Mrs. Davidson afterward returned to North Platte. and now en-
Jovs the comforts of a good home at 415 West Sixth Street, During
the war she took a very active part in eanteen work, and was one
of the local captains. Mr, Davidson was a member of the Baptist
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Church, a republiean in polities and wag a Knight Templar Mason
and member of the Anewent Order of United Workmen., Tle was
also 2 member of the Preshvterian Chureh.

The three danghters of Mr=. Davidson are Ella, Helen and Ruth.
The two older are married.  Ella is the wife of B, D. Batie. n Union
Puctlic engineer living at Kearney, Nebraska: [Telen is the wife of
F. W. Laughlin, & Union Pacific conductor with home at North
Platte.

Arrnur F. Tixk has been a resident of North DPlatte over twenty
vears. an active business man of the eity, and iz head of a well estab-
lished and amply stocked harness and saddlery store. Ile gives all
hiz time to business and his customers, and hax a great deal to show
for an active career that started a= a farm boy without eapital.

Mr. Fink was born at Danville, Tlinois, in 1887, only son and
child of Frank and Susie {(Youger) Fink. His father was a native
of Pennsvivania and his mother of New England. They were mar-
ried in Illinois, where they followed farming. and for many vears
past have heen residents of Kansas. They are members of the Presby-
terinn Churcl, and in politics the father has always voted the repub-
lican tieket.

Arthur F. Fink secured hiz eduention in the diztriet schools of
Kansas, and the routine of the farm was his first occupasion. TLater
he learned the trade of harnesmaker, and when he came to North
Platte in 1899 he went into the harness goods department of the
Wilcox department =tore. Tle remained there eight vears, making
himself nseful to the busines= and acquiring a wide acquaintance with
the people of Lincoln county. He then bought the harness depart-
ment of the store and has since condueted it as an independent busi-
nes: and has maintained a service adequate to all the demands of his
trade.

Mr. Fink married, September 23, 1902, Mizs Eugenia Guilliaume,
daughter of Eungene and Ann Marie (Denney) Guillisume. FHer
parents were both born in France. her mother in Alsace-Lorraine.
They were married near Ottawa, Tllinois, having come to thiz country
when voung people, and both spent their last years in North Platte.
The Guilliaume fumily settled in North Platte in 1904, and lived on
a farm,

- Mr. Fink is o member of the Presbyterian Church. while
Mrs. Fink is a Catholie. the faith in which she was reared. Politically
he supports the republican party.

Vicror Vox Goerz was educated as a machinist and when he
first came to North Platte nearly forty vears ago he was in the shops
of the Union Pacific Railway. He has had an active business career
in the city, and as a man of much technieal proficiency has ::tpphe)_d
his attenfion successfully for over twenty years io the photographic
profession. )

Mr. Von Goetz was bornt in Vienna. Austria, Angust 23,1849, =on
of Charles Matthew and Fannie (Adami) Ven Goetz. His parents
spent all their lives in Austria. and of their ten children three are
living, Vietor Von Goetz being the only one in America. The father
was a civil engineer hy profession and belonged to the official elass
in Austria. Ile wus in the government service for forty4wo years.
He held the rank of lieutenant in the Austrian army during the
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Napoleonie wars, He participated in the battle of Lei sic in 1913
and was al<o at Warerlog in 1815 The Vor Goetz f;unill;r In Austrig
were of the Catholie faith.

Victor Von Goelz wag educated in Vienna, attending 4 gym-
nastiim corresponding to gy Amieriean college. TJe learned the g-
chinist’s trade iy Vienna, and 1op four years yaq employed as g
machinist in the Austrian navy. Mr Von Goetz eame to".\merica
alone in 1872, and for nearly ten vears wag in the shops of the L.
high Vallev Railroaq Company gt Mauch Chunk, Pennsylvania.

ooking for Lotjer prospects further west, he arrived ot North Platte
in 1881, and for Seven vears was in the service of the Union Pacifie.

¢ then enguged in the grocery business for eight years, angd in
1896 took up photogmph.\r,’ an art in whieh he had gained special
proficiency and to which he had given studious atiention He has
orte of the oldest studing In this section of Nebraska

Mr. Von Goetz has frequentlv heep honored by his fellow citizens.
He was elected mavor of North Platte i, 1904 and for nine years
vas a nember of the Board of Edueation and also for several vears
in the City Counc;]. e is a republican in politics, and is affiliated
with the Masonie Order. the A neient Order of United Workmen and
the Nnights of the Maceabees. JIjs family are members of the Epis-
copal Chureh.

In 1873 he married Miss Anpa Stolle, a native of Bohemia.
Eight children were horn to them. Ida is the wife of K. D. Small,
express agent at Omaha Bertha is the wife of Charles B. Winegar,
& bank president at Lebanon, I unsas. Fannie is the wife of Clyde
Drew. an msurancs man pt Omaha.  Anna wag married to Q," R,
Handlev, who 0wns the United Auto Parts Company at Omaha.
Vietor is tieket afent at the Union Depot at Portland, Orecon. Hed-
wig is the wife of W C. Patterson, owner of a sign husiness at, Minne-
apolis. Marie hecame the wife of T, J. Knoll, eashier of g bank at
Liberty, Nebraska; and Maximillian, the Youngest of the family, is
in the automobjle repair business at Nort} Platte.

Warrter J. TroMis. Tp front of the farm owned by Walter J.
homas in Lincoln county passes the Lineoln Highway, daily tray-
ersed by a stream of automobiles. But when Mr Thomas came to
Lineoln county niore than forty-five vears ago the only highwavs
were Indian trails and there were still Tndians in great numbers fo
keep those trails alive. though thev showed no active hostility to the
few white settlers, Game was also in abundance, including tlhe buf-
falo. The Thomas family were therefore homesteaders and part of
the vanguard of civilization occupying the western frontior of Ne-
braska. " Retween the old Thomas}\homestmd and North Platte there
stood one lone house as landmark.
lboo\VnIter J. Thomas was born ip New York State March 30, 1857,
but has spent the greater part of his life in Nebracka, IMis parents
were David 8. and Elizabeth (Strang) Thomas. also natives of New
York State. The paternal grandfather was W, . Thomas, who spent
his Iast vears on o farm near Tthaeca. New York._ The maternal
grandfather wa. Beujamin Strang. also a New Yorlk State man.
David S. Thomus joined the TFifteenth New York Regiment and
served during the Jast vear of the Civil war. He was a member of
the Grand Army of the Republie, a republican in polities, and he
died in the Nutional Sanitarium at Hot Springs, South Dakota, when
eighty-three vears of age. Tle frequently responded to the impulse to
move to new seenes, und had gone out to California in 1859 and glso
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went to the gold digaings in the Black Hills of Daketa. ITe and his
family also lived for some time in lowa, later in Missouri and T1l3-
nois. and in 1874 drove with a horse ream from Illinois to Lineoln
county, Nehraska, and homesteaded. Luter he sold his homestead
and lived with his son Walter for u number of vears. He and his
wife had three children, two of whom are slI- living, Walter J. and
Sara. The latter is the wife of W. J. Bicklev. Mr Bicklev, a pio-
neer of Madison countv, Nehrazka was born in Wales but has lived
in Nebraska sinee 1870. and is now living retired at North Platte.
He was educated in Madizon county and has always been a farmer.
Walter J. Thomas received his earlv education in New York,
Ilinois, and at St. Louis, Missourd, and his frst eXperiences were
farming. In 1879 he homesteaded in Linecoln county and still owns
that homestead, located three miles northwest of North Platte on the
Lincoln Highway. Altogether he has three quarters of a section, a
half section being southwest of Hershev. Part of his land is nnder
irrigation, but he has alwars relied chiefly upon stockraising, and
has fellowed that industry rather extensively. Mr. Thomas has never
married and now makes his home with his sister at North Platte.
While his farm is rented he is gtill financially interested as a partner
in the livestock. He has developed and improved a very valuable
farm and has well earned the leisure and competence he now enjoys.

Arexaxper F. Strerrz. Having a practieal knowledge of the
needs of a prosperous and growing munieipality, and ever maintain-
ing a broad-minded and intellizent interest in ihe affairs of the day,
Alexander F. §treitz. mayor of North Platte, is performing the duties
of his responsible office in a most creditahle manner. A native of
northern Michigan. he was born Mav 10, 1850.

His father, Ferdinand Sireitz, was born, reared and educated in
Germany. and during the revolution of 1848 served in the German
Army. Tn 1850 he was united in marriage with Hannah Fest. and
immediatelv after came with his hride to the United States, seitling
firet in Wisconsin, then moving te Minnesota, from there going to
northern Michican. Comine with his familv te Nebraska in 1860,
he made the trip from St. Lonis t6 Omaha by boat. He was quile
successful in life, accumulating a gond property. As a freichter he
made four overland trins from Omaha to Vireinia City, Montana.
He was a democrat in his nolitical views, and both he and his wife
were members  of the Lutheran Church. Of their seven children.,
five are livine. as follows: Wiliam. a farmer living twelve miles west
of Omaha: Alexander T.. the suhject of this sketeh: G. A, acivil
engineer of Phoenix, Arizona: E. E., of Richfield. Ydaho, a hanker
and ranehman; and Edward J., engaged in the real estate business
in Omaha.

Havine obtained the rudiments of his education in the Omaha
schools, Alexander F. Streitz served an apprenticeship of fonr vears
in a loeal drue stare, and in 1884 was eraduated from the Philadel-
phia Collegr of Pharmacy at Philadelnhia. Pennsylvania. Embark-
ing in the drna business in North Platte in the spring of 1885. he
continued until 1903, when. on account of i1l health, he disposed of
his store and stock. wicely deciding to take a lone rest from active
pursnite. finallv recovering his former vigor. 1Mr. Streitz has been
identified: with the best interests of the city. at the present time de-
voting his attention to his afieial duties and private aﬂ’alrs:

A stalwart supnarter of the princinles of the demacratic party,
Mr. Streitz has filled various offices within the gift of his fellaw eiti-
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zens. Eleeted toroner of Linegln COltnty in 1885, Le served two vears,
and the CusIing tlree YCUrs wus . njember of the Stute Board of
Pharmacy. From 1906 until 1912 je Wits county Comniissioner,
and from 1907 until 1919 Was &t menber of the City Sehoo] Board,
Serving as its secretary the most of the time. |y April, 1919,
Mr. Streitz was elected "'avor of North Platte, 4y, oftice for which he
is amply qualified. .nd ;s ably filling, 1 raternally he is prominent
In the Aucient Free and Accepted Order ot Masons, having served as
Seruor wirden of the Riye Lodge, us generaliz<imo of (fe Comman-
dery, and at the present time being secretury of the Chapter.

Mr. Streits married. Qetyber 30, 1587, ‘Grace ne Stewuart, who
was born ut Fort Wavne, Indiang, Novenibor 20, 1863, a daughier of
Alexander Siewart, who wag for several yeurs a nster mechanie on
the St. Jozeph & Grand Island Railroar. After coming o North
Platte in 1870 he WaE engincer on g PA“SENger train on the
Union Pacifie Railroad urtil 1889 when he wag bromoted to master
mechanic of the St Jozeph & Grand Island Railroaq. He died March
2, 1892 ¢ was a ploneer here gy built one of the best hones in
North Platie in 1870, when this was 4 very small and wild place.
There he made hjs home until nromoted to master mechanie 111 1889,
when he moved tq St. Jozeph, Missouri. A and Mrs, Streitz, who
own and occupy a beautify] home at the corner of Fourth and Syeu-
maore streets, have twe children. Ruth anq Ferdinand. Ruth Streitz
attended the Bristn] Sehonl in “’mhington, Distriet of Columbia, and
graduated from Browne)| Hall in Omaha, and in the University of
Chicago. She graduated from the Kindergarten Training School.,

he is now in Madison, Wiseonsin, Serving as superintendent of the
Child’s Welfure Department. Ferdinand Styeitz enlisted for service
in the World war op Decerber 5, 1917, and was stationed in three
or four different canmps while in training, going gverseas in Mareh,
1918, He had enlisted in the Twenty-third Engineers Corps, and
continued in it nntil his veturn to this eountry in July, 1919, s,
Streitz is a member of the Presbvterian Church.  Mr Streiiz served
as secretary of the Red Cross all through the great war and was aetjve
in all war interests,

Hersuary 8, WELCH, the North Platte waterwork enmmis-
sioner, was horn, Mav 3. 1881, at Epworth, Towa, his ancestry belongs
farther east. his father. Sanuel Weleh. hatling from Bnngnr, Maine,

he mother. Harriet Eliza (Snvder) Welch. hailz from Cineinnati,
Tler people unmigrated to Towa in 1841, and there Mr. Welel met and
married hor. They lived there many vears and he was a postoffice
clerk there. Tn 1§74 he came to For, MePherson and worked on a
ranch for his brother, I IT. Welch, and also in a store. The brothers
had two ranches, one on Cottonwood Springs and the other oq the
site of Bignell.

There were five children in the Welch household, four of them
living today-. ITattie Maude iz the widow of Joe Flershev and lives
in North DPlatte: May Weleh is a clerk under her hrother in the
waterworks; Lutie &' is the wife of a North Platte taxi man; and
Hershey 8 While the father was a Methodist the mother was an
Episeopalian. Tle had lived for a time at Spear Fish, North Dakota,
and Mrs. Weleh now [ives in North DPlatte, k

he maternal arandfather, Thomas Snyder, was an architect and
builder in Towa 4ty Towa, and died there. e built the first unsup-
ported circular stairway in Towa, and he built many churclies in the
Vieinity of Towa Citv. Hig ancestry eame from Tlolland, and the
family narme in olland woe originally spelled Heerseele.
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H. 8. Welch graduated in 1899 from the North Plutte High .
School and in 1903 he received the B. S. degree from the University
of Jowa. In 1904 he began civil engincering with the Iowa Ingincer-
ing Company of Clinton, Towa, remaining there two years. In 1906
he eame to North Plaite and in 1907 he was made city engineer, re-
maining in that position three vears. Tn 1913 Mr. Weleh became
water commissioner, and has sinee occupied that position. He is
independent in politics and a communieant in the Epizcopalian
Church. In December, 1912, Mr. Welch purchased the old Buffalo
Bill homestead, and with his mother and sister he lives there today.

Jor~x T. ABerxatny. While the name Abernathy bespeaks
Scotch bleod, John T. Abernathy, of the North Platic monumental
works, has British ancestry on hoth sides, his father, Andrew
Abernathy. comine from Scotland and his mother, Elizabeth Gray,
from England. The name Abernathy goes hack to Aberdeen, al-
though the parents married at Weiser, Idaho. Their son was born
in 1878 at Weiser, Tdaho. The father went there when he was eich-
teen years old, and he died there at the age of sixty-four. The
mother now lives in Seattle, Washington. Their children are: John
T. Abernathy, of North Platte, who enrolls the family; Adelia, wife
of Noble Parker, of Grant's Pass, Oregon: and Esther, the wife of
Charles Robertson, of Willapa, Washington.

The Abernathys are Presbyterians—Secotch Presbyterians—and
the father was a professor of music. He studied in Des Moines, Iowa,
and followed teaching for a number of years. When he located in
Idaho he made money in placer mines, finally enpaging in the busi-
ness of buying and selling horses. He was engaged in the horse busi-
ness at the time of his death.

John T. Abernathyv was educated ot Columbus, Nebraska, and he
planned to become a physician and surgeon but abandoned his
studies and engaged in the monument business a3 an artist and
engraver. In 1894 lie came to Lincoln county and then went west
for study, returning in 1899 to North Platte. He worked for a
number of years for W. C. Ritner as an engraver and then he went
with the Union Pacifie for six years as an inspector. In 1916 he
again engaged in the monument business with . . Woodgate, and
their territorv reaches from Casad and Gothenburg to Torrington,
Wyoming. They have one solicitor on the road and many patrons
visit the monument works in North Platte. Mr. \bernathyv devotes
all of his time to the engraving side of the monument trade.

In 1902 he married Grace Welliver, of Gothenberg, and their
children are:  Andrew and Twila. They are Presbyterians and
Mr. Abernathy is a republican.

Frep D. WestexFELD. The last of o family of four children born
to Dick and Minnie (Spille) Westenfeld in Germany is the life story
of Fred D. Westenfeld of North Platte. ITe was born February 20,
1860, and his parents lived and died in Germany. They were Liuther-
ins.  The father was a lifetime huteher, and was a suecessful business
man. '

F. D. Westenfeld had his edueation in (Germany, and when he
was a young man of twenty-three he immigrated to \merica, coming
in 1833 to Lincbln county. He worked twenty-five vears for the
Union Pacific Railroad Company, his duties being in the round-
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house. In 1909 Mr. Westenfold engamed in the grocery business on
the north side i North Platte, 1 employs four clerks and hgg »
Dé putronagpe,

In 1884 Mr, Westenfeld married Dora Pohlmeyer. She was alsp
OTT: in Germany., They have five sons. Henry owns the North
Platte pool hail; Fred is o Musgiciy at Mackey, Idaho; Carl ang AL
bert are clerks in the Westenfeld Erocery; und Qtio iy a elerk in a
freighthouse,  A)) the sons enlisted in (he arny, and Carl, Albert
and Otto were “Somevhere in France’' Not, many families have g
better arnly reeord than the Westenfelds,

Mr. Westenfeld jhas been a suceessfy] business man although he
started withoyt capital save only his own earnings, Left entirely to
his own resourees, he iz ahead i the world. Aside from tlie Lutheran
Church relation he is a_member of the Independent Order of 0dd
Fellows and is interested ip community development, i, has lived
longer in Americy than he lived ig (termany.

GEORGE A. Ausriy, Longevity among Union Pacifie Railway
engineers located iy, North Plitte s demonstrated jp the fact that
eorge A. Austin has been riding an engine since August, 1881, and
there are two other engineers in aetive service who were op the job
when he canie 1o it They are his brother.in. aw, Charles E. Ell, ang
J. Q. Smith. In oint of length of service Mr. Austip is the third
man out of North Platte.

Mr. Austin is ap American from choice, having been born, in
April, 1851, in Ireland. 1Tis bareats were Patrick and Catherine

onnors) Austin, gnd when he was cleven they immigrated to tire
United States, settling in 1862 g Pittsfield, Illinois. The father was
a day laborer, and the parents both died at Pittsfield. My, Austin
has one sister, Jane Austin, who lives in Denver, They are Catholics,
and received (hejr education in Ireland and in Piitsfield. Mp. Austin
worked on a farm while living in Ilinois,

In 1874 he marpied Eliza McGinn, ang their children qre-
George T. Austin. who OWNS i gurape ip Paseo, Washington : Nelle,
the wife of . I, Sechereer, president of the Fipst National Bank in
North Platte Theresa, the wife of Joseph B. Hayes, with the Sim-
mons Hardware Company in Omaha; and Charles D. Austin, en-
gaged in the syle of clothing i Bakersfield, Californjy.

This generation of Anstins are Catholies and members of thg
Knighs of Columbus and Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers, and,
as was the grandfather, thev are democrals, The Austin family story
was transferred to North Platte in May, 1874, when Georze A Wystin
went to work on the seetion on the Union Pacific. In 1876 he began

ing an engine, five vears later Was promoted to engineer, and sipce
1890 he has had passenoer tmins——thirty Years a passenger engineer,
with forty-six Years on an engine. M. Austin had the right idea
of investinents and the year he came to North Plaiie he purchased
some inside lots at Walnut and Fifth streets.  There was 5 house on
one of the lotz which sheltered him thirtv-three years, and in 1909
ke built a honse for himself, and he und his wife five in it today.

It is not always smooth sailing on t)1e Union Pacific ynd Mr. Aus
tin relates 4 throlling adventure with train robbers on the nicht of
August 21, 1895—an incident he will abways reulember because of
the nature of it. Oy the night in question train No. 8 wae half an
hour late pulling gut of North Platte at midn ight. Agit approached
Brady Island there was a signal to stop and take Ofi passengers, and
as the crew was in » hurry inorder to make up time litile tinie was lost
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at this way-station.  Mr. Austin and his fireman both saw two men
leap on to the bagoaze car next to the en uine, and alimost hefore they
realized 1t Mr. Austin heard the fireman say: “For God’s suke don't
shoot,” and looking around he saw two ruen eoming over the coal
box, one with revolver in either hand md the other armed with o
Winchester. ;

When Mr. Austin moved to stop the train the bandits told him
to keep on and thev would direct hin when to stop, meantime e¢over-
ing him with firentins, and he obeved their orders They told him
to run to the second curve, and when he slowed down they said: “Go
on, weo'll tell you when to stop,” and shortly theyv ordered the train
stopped at a point where their horses were tied fo some treez. The
men were then ordered off their enwine, Mr. Austin on one side and
the fireman on the other. and thus they could not co-operate in any
plan of eseape, and under the cover of firearms, Mr., Austin was
ordered back toward the coaches. He was instructed to elimb up and
uncouple the baggage car from the resl of the train, and thus the
bandits would be rid of the remainder of the train crew and the
passengers.

After Mr. Austin had tried in vain to uncouple the train and
had almost exhausted himself. he folded hiz arms in front of the
desperado, saying: “You will have to shoot. T cannot uncoupie the
train,” and at this juneture the conductor looked out from the door
of the passenger car. The bandit ordered him bhack or he would
shoot his head off, and that was the last they saw of the conductor.
The bandit then went to the engine and turned out the lights and
ordered the firetnan back to help the engineer uncouple the train.
They were unable to do it. and Mr. Austin suggested that some one
should be on the engine to prevent an explosion.  While they would
not allow Mr. Austin to go thev sent the fireman.

The bandit ordered Mr. Austin to rap on the door of the express
car, and when the messenger opened it he entered and compelled the
man to open the local safe, and after rifling it he ordered the th rough
safe opened, but with its time loek that was an impossibility. The rob-
bers then produced a sack of dvnamite they had carried along and,
charging the safe, they left the car o allow it to explode. Meanwhile
Mr. Austin persunded them to move farther away for safetv. They
sat on the bank some little time awaiting developments when the
desperado remarked: “The damned thing isn't going off,” and he
started to investignte hut changed his mind and came back to
Mr. Austin, and meantime the fireman was planning things,

There was a terrific explosion and the robber hurried into the
express car only to find the outside deor blown off of the safe. At this
moment the fiveman cut loose and ran the engine to Gothenburg,
where he spread the alarm. The bandits were friehtened and mounted
their horses without obtaining the loot. and thev disappeared in the
canyon. QOne of the horees was dizabled in a harbed wire fence and
both men astride the other horse kept on their journev. When the
horse was exhausted they walked into Mason City. where they ordered
breakfust.  The railway agent happened to sce them and coneluded
they filled the deseription he had of the train robbers. The section
men were asked to wateh while he weut after the marshal. known
as “Rattle Snake Pete,” and when the nien had finished their bregk-
fast thev started on foot down the track. YWhen they stopped to take
a plunge in the stream the murzhal and posse were on their trail.

When “Rattle Snake Pete” orderail them out of the water they
would have dressed, but the otliver told the higaest man that if he
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touched his clothes he was 2 dead one, and the arrest was accomplished
and the bandits were brought Lo Grand Island and fromn there to
North Platte. Court was in session and thev were at once “sent over
the road” for ten years. Mr, Austin was on the engine that pulled
them to Grand Island on their way to the penitentiaty. The bandits
had $40, und their horses were afterward found, and today Alr. Austin
exhibits a fine gold watch that was given to himn by the Pacifie Express
Company in recoonition of his courage. The inseription reads: “Tor
merttorious conduet in robbery of August 21,1895 7 and while virtue
Jg-its own reward he fully uppreciates this tolen of appreciation.

WILLIANC 8. Pexiston was the first merchant at North Platte.
Years before that he had sold poods alone the old California Trail
following the banks of the Platte River. He was a frontiersman and
his eharacter comprised the courage and all the other virtues con-
stantly associated with the pionecr.  His name oeccurs again and
again in both the carly and late annals of Lincoln eounty,

He was born in Yorkshire, England, in 1834. He was a voung
man of twenty-five, active, adventurous, ready to assume a risk or
responsibility, when he came to Nebraska ‘Territory in 1859, At that
time he bought a ranch opposite Willow Island, put up a log house,
and was soon displaying a stock of goods which he sold to the trav.
elers along the old California Trail, For several years he continued
to serve that patronage.

In 1866 he moved his store and dwelling to Front Street, North
Platte. It was the first store on thesite. Tn the meantime the Union
Pacific Railway was in process of construction, but on reaching North
Platte the town remained the western terminus for one year and that
of eourse brought a great impetus to the trade and eommerce of the
frontier town. Next after Judge Peniston Jack Morrow moved a store
to North Platte. Mr. Peniston's partner in his early merchandising
at North Platte was 4. J. Miller, who is now living at Rawlins,
Wyoming.

Mr. Peniston took up the first homestead in this part of Lincoln
county, and part of the land hLe platted, and it was included in the
townsite. Besides his business affairs he was very influential among
the early settlers, was well educated and @ natural leader of men,
and was frequently given the responsibilities of public office. e was
elected and served seven terms in the Nebraska Territorial Legisla-
ture. He was also chosen county judee of Lincoln county several
times, was for two terms county treasurer, and at the time of his
death was justice of the peace and also United States Commissioner,
having been appointed to the latter office about thirty vears aco.

Iis native place in Eneland was known as Peniston, and he came
with his parents. Richard Peniston and wife. to America. The family
first located at Quebee. Canada. where Judge Peniston finished his
edueation. In 1865, at Auburn, New York, he married Anna A.
Wehh, daughter of Z. L. and Pally Maria (Tloffman) Webb. Tmme.
diately after their marriage the voung peaple came west to the Ne-
braska home which he had previnusly established. Mrs. Peniston and
the wife of Doctor Dick. now of North Platte, are sisters.

Judge Peniston was o demoerat in politics.  Tle was a veteran
membher of the Odd Fellows and in 1908 his lodge presented hinr with
the Jewel as a token of fraternal esteem. ITis death occurred that
year, in October, )

" In the enrly days while he and his partner were operating a store
at North Platte theyv were once driven away by the Indians, and
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another time a party of Indians entered the store, shot out the lights
and ercated general confusion.

Judge Peniston is survived by a number of children: William,
a stoeknan and rancher at Rawlins, Wyoming; Charles, a stockman ;
Mrs. Catherine Blood, of Cheyenue; Mrs. Carrie Marti, of North
Platte; Mary F.. of North Platte; Mrs. Anna Gannt, of North Platte;
%'{Im.lﬂellie Bennett, of Rawlins, Wyoming; and Mrs. Elsie TTouse, of

awlins.

Frep MArTI is a native of Nebraska and has been a resident of
North Platie since 1852, For more than a generation the people of
the city have appreciated his skill both as a baker and a5 a retail
buteher, and many of the best families of the city regard his market
as indispensable to the proper provigionine of their homes.

Mr. Marti was born at Fort Omaha, Nebraska, May 12, 1866, son
of Frederick and Elizabeth (Brotherman) Marti. His parents were
natives of Switzerland. When thev came to America they first lo-
cated in Ohio, then moved to Omaha. Tlis father was a earpenter
for & number of years at Omaha, and died in that city. His wife died
at Oswego. New York. They were members of the Lutheran Church.
Of their eight children only three are now living: Fred; Mrs. W. F.
Gates, a widow at North Platte; and Emma, who is alse widowed and
living at Oswego, New York.

Fred Marti acquired his education at Omaha. and while in that
city learned the baking trade. He followed that oceupation in differ-
ent localities until he came to North Platte in 1882, and here con-
ducted a bakery for fifteen years. He also acquired a knowledge of
the butcher’s trade and since 1908 has given his attention exclusively
to the retail meat business, having one of the laree meat markets in
the city. Ife has a good husiness and also a good home on West
Fourth Street, and can enjov his prosperity the more because every
dollars has been earned by his own efforts.  Mr. Marti is a democrat
::lrlld ﬁlﬁﬁtfﬁliated with the Knights of Pythias and Lodge No. 985 of

e k=

In 1892 he married Miss Carrie Elizabeth Peniston. Mrs. Marti
was born at North Plaite. TTer father was Judge W. §. Peniston, a
prominent figure in the pioneer times of Lincoln county. He served
as county judge and was also in the Land Office at North Platte. and
enjoyed many honors at the hands of his fellow citizens. Mrs. Marti
died in June, 1916. She was a member of the Episcopal Church and
her children are of the same faith. These children are five in num-
her: Carrie Elizabeth, wife of Andrew MeGovern, a brakeman with
the Union Pacifie living at Narth Platte; Fred D.. who is employed
by his father: Paul O.. who spent twenty-six months in the uniform
of the United States soldier in Company I, Forty-seventh Regiment,
Fourth Division. Third Army. was overseas ten months, was hon-
orably dizcharged Avgust 7, 1919: and Florence Marjorie, born in
1909, and Hazel Mildred. born in 1911, are both at home and attend-
ing school.

Donrsey M. LevronnT was born in Saunders county in 1877, and
iz a son of Georee and Clara (TTouck) Levpoldt. the father a native
of Germany. They came to Nebraskain 1866, and they were married
in Omaba. The father worked in the Union Pacifie shops there, later
locating in North Platte. At that time there were troublesome In-
dians in the conntry. and many families would sleep at the round-
house for protection fromy them. The men were armed at all times.
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George Levpoldt and family new live in Hershey. Many years
ago he went on u farm near Omaha, where he lived yntil he gave u
business activities und retired to [lershey. There were eleven chi[I
dren, nine of thei, living, and Dorsey A Leypoldt, who relates the
family history, is the fifth child in the familv.  Willian, and Rosu,
are twins, e lives on a furm o1 Hershey and she is 1he wife of ['red
Iske, of Iort Croolk Alice is the wife of Chinrles MeKain, a car-
penter at Hershey. Charles ani Fred are furmers at Hershey, and
Edward iz the manager of The Lcypu]dt—l’(*nnington Company
oftice at [lershev. Belle is emploved in the First National Bank
‘of Hershey and Kathryn is the wife of J. W. Abbott, the real estate
dealer of Hershey.

The Leypoldi. family are Methodists and democratic in their
political séntinents. Dorsey ). Leypoldt graduated in 1894 from
the Omaha High School, and his first business venture was in buying
hay and grain.  ile formed a partnership with E. F. Seeberger at
Hershey in 1595, and they continued together eight yeurs, when he
bought out his partner and was alone for two Years. For thirteen
years following the business wag in the name of Leypoldt and Wick-
strom, Mr. Wickstron1 then selling to My, Leypoldt.

At this time Mr, Leypoldt incorporated the business at Hershey
under the name of The D. 3] Leypoldt Comnpany, and the business
in North Platic was Levpoldt and Pennington, the two CONCEerns rin-
ning for two years, when they were incorporated under the name The
Leypoldt & Penington Company with capital stock of $200.000 and
$115,000 paid up capital.  Mr. Leypoldt is president and general
manager, and Mr, Penuington is viee president. Qther stoekholders
and directors are William Simants, Ienry Hansen, and W. E. Starr,
Mr. Starr being secretary and treasurer of the company. '

The Leypoldt & Pennington Hay and Grain Company operutes
at all stations on the Union Pacific, Northwestern and Burlington
lines, dealing in hay, grain and seeds of all kinds, buying and ship-
ping in carload lots and doing business in almost all of the stales of
the Union. Mr. Levpoldt heaan business with a capital of 8480, and
he emnployed three men. The business has grown and is now one of
the strongest financial concerns in Lineoln ecounty.

On Novemher 11. 1899, \r Levpoldt inarried Nelle Wills, a
daughter of Edwin Wills, who came from Illinois to Nebraska many
years ago. Their ¢hildren are: Emil, Evelyn and Burdette. They
belong to the Methndist Cliurch and Mr. Levpoldt votes with the
republicans. Ile is a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks, Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Modern Wood-
men.

ARNoOLD T. BeeLer. While he located at North Platte and en.
gaged in the grocery business only after the close of the World war,
Arnold . Beeler is widely known throughout Lincoln county for
many vears. He homesteaded in this county in 1886, and has been
in business and publie affaics nearly ever sinee.

He wus born in IlTolland September 2, 1861, son of Frank and
Margnret (Noorda) Beeler, His mother died in the old country
and his father bronght Lijs family to the United States and was in
business as a drogeist in Iineis until his death in 1872, Arpold F.
Beeler is a brother of the well known North Platte lawyer, Joseph
G. Beeler.

Arnold F. Beeler while Iving in Illinois attended Iedding Col-
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lege at Abingdon, and for severul veurs was o zuecessful teachier. His
record of teaching covers a period of twelve vears, part of the time
In Gesper county and part of the time in Lincoln county. He taught
while looking after his homestead in Tineoln county. During his
career us a teacher he oraded the O Fallon schools. -

In 1903 Mr Beeler engaged in the general merchandise business
at Hershey in Lineoln county, ascociated with I. I\. Ware for three
years. and after that wus in bnsiness for himself twelve years more.
For three years Mz Beeler was receiver of the Land Oftice, and then
during part of the World war was examiner in charge of the Em-
ployment Office. Tn August, 1919, he embarked his capital and
experience in the grocery business at North Plaite, and has one of the
best stores of the kind in the city.

In 1888 Mr. Beeler married Miss Melissa L. Hiser, a native of
Jay county, Indiana.  Four ehildren were born to their marriage:
Regina A., wife of Edwin B. Seott, a farmer in the State of Wash.
ington: Lthel D., wife of Rov Lidmissten, a farmer at Big Springs,
Nebraska: Lueile and J. G., fr.. both high schinol students.

Mr. Deeler ix aftilinted with the Masonie Order and is secretary of
Lodge No. 955 of the Elks. Politically he is a democrat, and has
served as secretary of the County Central Committee.

Marrin 1. McDEeryorT, owner of a large farm and ranch in
section 2, township 9. range 31. i= one of the old timers of Lin-
coln connty, was here when the Indian still gave grudging eonsent
to occupation by the white men, and he saw the last of the buftalo
disappear froin the praivies, Ilis husiness has been cattle raising,
first on the open range. and later he acquired ownership to lands suffi-
cient to handle his extenzive herds. -

Afr. MeDermott, who is now retired in comfort and plenty, was
born in Wisconsin October @14, 1851, Iis father, Michael MeDer-
mott, was a native of Treland. and married a Miss Peckham. Both
are now deceased. Miehael MeDermott also eame to Nebraska in
1885 and took up a homestend and tree elaim.

Martin I1. MeDermott was a voung man of twentv-eight wlen he
came to Nebraska in 1882, He firet went to Kansas, where he had =
hornestead and he Hved there until he came to Nebraska., [e rodes
the range and was in the =ervice of cattle outfits and also got. tocether
asmall huneli of stoek of his awn. Tn 1583 he pre-empted 160 acres,
and with the curtailient of the range lhie has more and more devel-
oped his farming enterprise. o i now owner of 2.500 acres.  Sinee
moving (o his present location Mr. MeDermott has broken thirteen
pair of oxen for work on the farmi. e has done eeneral farming
and stockrai=sine and in recent vears has handled the Black Angus
cattle. At the present time he has forty head of calves. His com-
peteney is the r@ult of many hard working vears and he has de-
gerved all that has come to him.

Mr. MeDermatt i= a Mason in fraternal afliliation and has heen
active in loeal affairs. filline school offices, as road overseer and for
thirteen vears a justice of the neace. Jle married for his frst wife
Emily Porter. whoe was the mother of three children: 8. W. MeDer-
mott, Alfrad . MeDermott and Albert I, MeDermott.  For his pres-
ent wife Mr. McDermott married Mary MeGuire in 1906. She has
lived in Nebraska for thirtv-five vears,

WiLLiax B, Browy i= ane of the veteran freight engineers of the
Union Pacific. and since 1907 has been steadily pulling the throttle
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out of North Platte, where Jje has Lis home and is well established
In the esteen: of tlie community.

Mr. Brown wus hory ab Saxonbure, Pennsvlvania, in September.,
1876. Ifis parents, Nathan L. and Rosanna (Moser) Brown, are now
living at Kimball, Nel,raska, Iis father was bory in Westchester,
Pennevlvania, in 1853, and his mother in Saxonburg in 1855
Nathan L. Brown has spent his active life as g contractor. following
his trade in Pennsylvania and Kansas. A number of Years ago he
homesteaded in Kimbal| county, Nebraska, but has retired from the
farm and makes his home in tlie Town of Kimball. He and his wife
are both members of the Rebekahs, He js afliliated with the Inde.
pendent Order of Qg Fellows and his wife is a member of the Con-
gregational Church. Ip politics he is g vepublican,  Of their ten
children, nine are living, and two are in Norih Platie, William and
M. L. Brown. the latter also a Union Pacific engineer,

William B. Brown acquired his edueation in the schools of Axtell,
Kansas. His earljer YERTs were given to helping his father in the
contracting and carpenter business. In June, 189S, he enlisted in
Company T, Sixth Pennasvlvania Volunteers, for service in the Span-
ish-American war gnd was dizcharged in October, 1898, In 1896 he
entered the service of the Pennsylvania Railway Company as Inco-
motive fireman at Philadelphia, and received several promotions whijls
with that company. In 1906 lie joined the Union Pacific at Rawlins,
Wyonming, and i) the fall of 1907 was transferred to North Plaita,
Mr. Brown came to North Platte without having acquired any prop-
erty. He borrowed money to make a first paynient on a Iot, and in
1911 bailt a comfortable home. e has been a steady worker, hag
been economical and thrifty, and is an optimist, looking into the
future with unconcern,

In 1898 he married Miss Frances Mammond, a native of West-
chester, Pennsylvania. My, and Mrs. Brown are members of the
Christian Science Churely. He is affiliated with Lodee No. 985 of the
Elks and is a member of Division No. 83 of the Brotherhood of Toco-
motive Engincers. Politieally he votes ns a republican.

Harry M. Por1Er has been a business man of North Platte since
1908, anid gives all his time to the operation of the plant and business
of the Star Bottline and Mereantile Company, one of the leading
concerns of its kind in western Nebraska. He ig also one of the larcest
Jjobbers of crushed fruits and fountain supplies west of Omaha, and is
adding lines of tobacens, fruits and vegetables, and expeets to make
these an important addition to the husiness,

Mr. Porter has spent nearly all his life in Nebraska. though he
was born in Defiance county. Ohio, Septeniber 4, 1875, His parents,
Fred and Mary A, (Hal) Porter. born and married in Ohio, ware
Nebraska pioneers of the vear 1877, At that time thev homesteaded
in Franklin countv.  Their homestead was fortv-five miles from
market, isolated and in 4 sparsely settled distriet, but they set their
faces against discouragement and managed to overcome many ditli-
culties. Tn order to buy supplies thev had to travel bv ox team to
Hastings. Nebraska, forty-five iles distant. Abont 1887 the family
moved to Upland, where they remained about eight vears, and since
then the parents have made their home at Holdrege, where they
are now retired.  Fred Porter was postmaster at his conntry home,
known as the Atlee Postoflice, and later held g similar position at
Upland for a number of vears. He is a demoerat, is afiliated with
the Independent Order of 0dd Fellows, and he and his wife are
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Methodists, Their fumilyv cousisted of nine children, five sons and
four daughters, all living but one.

Harry M. Porter, who was the second child. was two vears of age
when bronghit to Nebraska, and liis earliest recoliections center around
the old homestead in Franklin county. Ie took a business course
in the Franklin Academyv and is a graduate of the school at Upland.
Up to the age of twenty his life was spent on a farm, and he hegan
his business carcer in the hotel and restaurant at Holdrege. Later
with his brother C. C. Dorter he entered the bottling industry and
also cigar making, and thev. condueted g plant at Holdege for six
years.  In February. 1908, Mr. Porter removed to North Platte and
established the Star Bottling Works. Tt was small concern. modestly
capitalized, and the demand for his 2oods is now far more than loeal.
In fact the output of the Star Pottling Works is shipped all over
eastern and western Nebraska and along the line of the Union Pacific,
Wyoming and Colorado. On April 1. 1919, Mr. Porter had the busi.
ness incorporated, with £40.000 of paid up capital. Tle is vice presi-
dent and general manager of the husiness and is the responsible head,
while Yulius Pizer is president of the company and Ray C. Langford,
secretary and treasurer.

Mr. Porter served as a mnember of the City Couneil of North Platte
four years. e votes independentlv and is affiliated with Lodge Na.
985 of the Elks. In March. 1899. he married Miss Olea M. Larsen,
who was born in Demnark in 1877 and care to this country in girl-
hood. Thev have three daughters. Lois. Leah and Ardis. Ardis was
born in 1918, and the two older daughters are now in school. i

CrarLes A, WyMax, While many American families have par-
donable pride in their Revolutionary aneestry, it remains far Charles
A, Wyman of North Platte to visit the monument of Col. John
Wyman in a Boston cemetery and read his Revolutionary antece-
dents, and further back into the misty past he points to ancestors who
came over in the Mayflower. However, since 1867 the Wyman nane
has been associated with the development of North Platte.

Charles A. Wyman wasz born October 12, 1858, at Titchburg,
Massachusctts. Ie is a son of Russell J. and Suszan (ITerrick)
Wyman. TIn this one family North Platte has drawn from the citizen-
ship of three different New Encland states. The father waz born
October 25, 1828 in Vermont and he died January 1, 1894, in North
Platte. The mother was a Conneetient wouman, horn in 1835, and
she died December 14. 1873. six vears after coming to Nebraska.
They were married November 8, 1833, in Fitchburg, Massachusetts.
Their son was born one vear later.

R. J. Wyman served all throngh the Civil war as general master
mechanic of the Orange and Alexandrin Railroad. a Government
railroad, at Alexandria. Virginia. e remained on the road until
the engines and supplies were disposed of, and then he returned to
Massachusetts. e had been a local eneineer and was promoted to
traveling engincer, and Aueust 31, 1866. he started for Omaha.
Mr. Wyman had the distinetion of running the second engine out of
Omaha on the Union Pacific. The road was beine araded at the time.
He was,on the pile driver engine and drove all the piles between
Omaha nnd Laramie, Wyoming. Tn 1867 he located in North Platte,
and his regular run was to Grand Tsland. He afterward spent four
years in the Union Pacific machine shops in North Platte.

R. J. Wyman was well educated and well read, being versed on
all of the topics of the day. He not only read the news of the day,
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but he read the scientifie lagazines and other periodicals. Tle had a
remarkable memory an could spell all of the words in use at the
time. There were iwo daughters. who diedtin infaney, and the sons
are: Charles A Wy and Arthur B, Wyman, who is o passenger
conductor hetween North Platte and Denvey. The father later map-
ried a Mrs. Cal Parlk. )

R J Wyman was a member of the Unitarian Chureh, and heg
Was o great Bible student. Jle woe a whig, and from itg birth he
voted with the republican purty. He was one (ime mayor of North
Platte and had much te do with making it g dry community in itg
early history. He wya postmaster when' the office on| ¥ paid a salary
of §36 a vear. He wasa Mazon in the early history of the order in
North Platte.  Ife waz o son of Anson W yman, of Verniont, and
there is a direet line of descent from the Pilgrims. It is now 300
yﬁnm since'they came to the “stern and rock bound coast” of Massa-
chusetis,

Although Massachusetts born, Charles A Wyman secureq his
education in North Platte, and he pavs tribute to Annga Gilman, who
was one of his carly teachers ang who is still u resident of the com-
munity. When he was ready for employment My, Wyinan entered
the Union Pacific machine shops and remained twenty-three Years.
He then enpaged in dairying, and remained in the business twenty
years. When he ol the dairy in 1909 he engaged in farming, but
in 1916 he retired to North Platte,

n December 92, 1383, Mr. Wyman married Lola Stebbins, of
Pittsfield, Illinois, She is a daughter of Cvrus ang Mary (McFaddin)
Stebbins. The father was born in Massachusotts and the mother
in Ohio. They were married in Ilinois. and in 1900 rentoved to
Lincoln county. Tl Was a earpenter and builder.  T1e died in 1918
at the age of eighty-twa, and My Stebbins lives with the Wymans,
she being now eighty vears of age, The Wyman children are:
Russell, an cngineer on the Unjon Pacifie; Martin, a blacksmith in
North Platte: Mahel, wife of Jatnes Craig. on a homestead at Holly,
Colorado: Frank, who 1= an Towa farmer; Lula, wife of Charles
Durbin, of Ramon:. California: and Lester, who is in North Plaite
clerking,

Mr. Wyman is o member of the Knights of Pythins at Carson
City, Nevada. Ie is 4 republican, and has heen assessor for many
years. He still awns a farm near North Platté. where he lived for
Bfty years. While on the furm he raised a ereat many eattle and
always found it o profitable tdustry,  The Wymans of future gen-
erations will Lave no trouble establishing their right of membership
in the American putriotic societies. Col. John Wyman left a fine
heritage to his posterity. y

Crarexce M. NEwToN, Tew men m any coOmmunity are more
intimatelv associnied with both it business and social life than Clap.
enee M. Newton. whe i« engaged in the book and stattonery bhusiness
in North Platte. e - a=on of Bitt M. and TTuldah ( Matthews)
Newton, and was horn in the State of New York, ITiz father and
mother were both natives of Oswepy county, New York. The father
was in business at Sandy Creek where he died at the ape of seventy-
three, and she died in Kochester it the uge of eighty-eight. Ile was
a merchayt in Sundy Creek for many veurs.

Their children are Lill E. Newtou, of Rochester; Cora AL
widow of Attorney P, AL Freneh, of Rochester: Clarence M., of
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this sketch, and Hurlan L., of Syracuse, New York, who Has
truveled extensively. The Newtons are menibers of the Congrega-
tional Church and vote with the republican party. )

C. M. Newton wus educated Sandy Creek and in Mexico
Aeademy. Mexien, New Yori, e went to Bustman's Business Col-
lege in Pouglikeepsie, New Yurk. IMis fiest employment was in the
Home Insurance office for two Years and then for eleven vears he
was aseociated with his father in imercanlije business in Sundy Creek.
After that Mr, Newton spent AL vears in the construction of water-
works at Cornwall, Canada, Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, and other places
for Moflitt, Hodokins & Clark, of Watertown, New York.

Mr. Newton came to Nortl; Platte in 1590, and for one vear he
worked in a general store. [Iis next eliplovinent was in the £, W
Hammond Dook Store until his brother bought it, and then he
worked with his brother 11 years. Later he worked 1% years in the
same store for John E. Evans. At that time he hought the store from
Mr. Evans on credit. paying for it as the business would allow, and
he inereased the stoek until he had an up-to-date book and stationery
store.

When the store was in good running condition, Mr. Newton sold
1t to Milton Doolittle and he engaged in the laundry business for 3
timie. After nine months he sold the laundry and later opened a wall-
paper and paint store, earrving window shades and framning pictures,
In time he drifted back (o the book and stationery business, and he
now does a fine business in newspapers and periodieals in eonneetion
with it. He furnishes other dealers with daily papers and magazines.

In"1881 Mr, Newton married Nettie Rich, of Adams, New York.
Their zon Ralph is located as an electrician ag Carper, Wyoming,
They had a son Karl who died in 1901 at the age of seventeen with
pnewmonia Mrs. Newton died in 1885. She was 3 Baptist. In
1894 Mr. Newton married Mrs. Lucy Laubenheimer, who was an
Towa woman. Their son. Donald B.; graduated in 1919 from the
North Platte Hicli Schoo! and Ie is a student at the Nebraska State
University, beginning the coure in engineering.  Mrs. Newton is a
PresLivterian. He belongs to the Free and Accepted Masons and
Knights Templar. to the Knights of Pvthias, to the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks. the Moose and the Maceabees. He has

en record keeper for the Maceabees for fifteen years, He is secre-
tary of the North Platte Countrv Club. .

Grorae Frater. While only five vears of his business career
have been identified with North Platte, Genrze Frater is an old time
Nebraska business man. is a highly qualified and experienced phar-
maeist and drugeist, and has made a splendid success of his business
at North Platte. Mr. Frater believes in the gospel of hard work as a
means to suecess, and his friends think that he devotes about eighteen
hours of his duv te his husinese.

Mr. Frater was horn at Sheperdstown, Ohio, Julv 29, 1866, a son
of John- D. and Sarali Jane (Queen) TFrater. His arandfather,
George Douclyz Frater, was a native of Seotland, ecame to Anteriea
soon after hi= marriage, and from New York moved to Virginia and
thence to Ohio, where he died. The maternal erandfather was Jonah
Queen, a nitive of Irelund, who also died in Ohio. John D. Frater
was born in Virginia and his wife in Carroll conntv, Ohio. They
were married in that state and spent their lives as farmers. Roth
died at the age of eighty-two. They were members of the United

,
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Presbyteriun Chureh, and in politics John D. Frater was a republiean.
During the Civil war he spent three months in an army training
camp. lle and his wife had twelve children, eight of whom lived ta
maturity and six are still living. Two are in Nebraska, J. J. and
George. J. J. Frater is also a veteran druggist, having been in the
business for more than forty vears. Tle eame to Nebraska in 1890,
and was in the drug business ‘at David City twenty-two years and is
now living'at Nising City.,

George Fruter acquired his earl ¥ edueation in the country schools
of eastern Ohie, and hiz experience up to the time he left home was
that of an Ohio farm boy. For two years he worked on a farm in
eastern Iowa at monthly wages and in 1886 acquired his first knowl-
edge of the drug business as clerlk in a drug store. ITe has been con-
tinuously in that line of business ever since. In 1890 he acquired a
half interest in a store at Thurman, Towa, hut sold out and came to
Nebraska in 1894. For one vear Le was at David City, four years
was at Rising Citv, and was in business at Louisville, Nebraska. for
thirteen years. Then after a vear in Texas he eame to North Platte
on January 4, 1914. For three vears he was with the Rincker Rook
& Drug Co.. and in 1917 established his present store and has rapidly
built up a splendid business.

In 1890 Mr. Frater married Birdie Jones, who was born in south-
western Towa.” Of their three children two are living: Duleie, who
graduated from the high school at Louisville, Nebraska, at the nge
of fifteen. during the World war was an army nurse. being still in the
army hospital at San Francizco. California. The daughter Thelma is
employed in the office of the North Platte Tribune. The family are
members of the Lpiscopal Church. Mr. Frater is a York Rite Mason
and Shriner and a republican. While living at Louisville he was
village treasurer five years, and helped establish a waterworks system
there.

Hexry Wartesatn. Among the large element of foreign-born
citizens who have cast their lot with the people of Lincoln county
and_have won success through their industry and close applieation
1s Henry Waltemath. one of the enterprising business men of this
community. Many years ago he bade farewell to the fatherland,
crossed the great Atlantie. and eventually sought a freer life in the
comparatively new conmtry of western Nebraska, where he decided to
make his permanent home, and, having met with encouraging sue-
cess here, he is still numbered among our progreseive and highly
esteemed eitizens,

Henry Waltemath was horn in Hanover, Germany, in 1865, and is
the son of . W. and Minnie (Weiman) Waltemath, both of whom
spent_their entire lives in their native land. and are now both de-
ceased. The father followed the vocation of farming and was highlv
respected in his home community. To him and his wife were born
six children, of whom three eame to the United States. namely:
Henry. the =ubject of this sketeh: Fred. who is connected with his
brother’s lumber business; Dora. who is the wife of Jolin Schrader, a
grocer.  The parents of these children were worthy members of the
Lutheran Church.

The subject of this review received his educational training in
the public schools of Hanover. and remained under the parental roof
unti! about seventeen vears of age, when, in 1852, he immierated to
the United States.  He came at once to Nebraska and first seitled on
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the Republican River, being enguged as a stnge driver for about a
year. In the Luter part of 1882 he cane to Novth Platte and for a
while drove a livery wagon, but snhsequently he engaged in the sa-
loon business in partnership with uns Gardner. e rerained in
that businesz alout twenty vears, when he retired from it. In 1916 Le
organized the Wultemath Lumber and Coal Company. whieh was
incorporated with a capital stock of £25,000, and of which Lie became
president. This business has prospered and is now numbered among
the leading enterprises of the kind in Lincoln county, its success
being mainly due to the progressive and encreetic eflorts of Mr. Walte.
math, who has deveted his entire tine to the direction of the busi-
ness. |
In 1886 Mr. Waltemath was united in marriage with Marie Brant,
& native of Germany, and to ther have been born four children,
namely: William, who is associated with his father in the lumber
business, being manager of the plant. was married to Margaret Ware,
and they have two children, Bettie Marie and William, JTr., William
Waltemath being a graduate of the North Platte ITigh School and of
the Universitv of Pennsvlvania; Alma, who remains at home, is a
graduate of the North Platte High School and the National Park
College, ut Washington, D. C.; Helen, who is the wife of Charles
Dixon, a jeweler at North Platte, iz a graduate of the high school
here and of Notre Dame Academy at Baltimore, Maryland; Harry,
who is now a student in the Wisconsin State University, at Madison,
served in the United States Army during the World war, having
enlisted in September, 1918, in the Student OmMicers Training Camp
at Lincoln.

Politically Mr. Waltemath is an earnest supporter of the repub-
lican party and has taken an active part in local public affairs, hav-
ing served as mayor of North Platte in 1917-18. Fraternally he is a
member of Lodge No. 985, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,
and of the Independent Order of 0dd Fellows. Mrs. Waltemath and
her children are members of the Lutheran Church. In 18883
Mr. Waltemath erceted a splendid home here, but subsequently sold
that place and built his present beautiful home at No, 420 West
Fourth Street. Mr. Waltemath has not permitted the accumulation
of wealth to affect in any way his relations with those less fortunate
than he. and he has always had a cheerful word and a helping hand
for those in need. Because¢ of his fine personal qualities and his genial
disposition he has won a host of warm and loval friends throughout
the community where so many of his active vears have been spent.

Dr. Drrvert E. MorrirL. When a man has attained to middle
life in North Platte it seems that he began life in some other heri-
tage, and such is true of Dr. Delbert E. Morrill. now the oldest prac-
ticing dentist in the city. Doctor Morrill has had frequent post-
graduate work and always kecps in touch with the latest methods in
dentistry. TTe is a_graduate of the dental department. of Northiwest-
ern University, and in 1887 he began practice in St. Paul, where he
remained {en vears. In 1897 Doctor Morrill located in Narth Platte.

Dnetor Morrill is o son of Bravman A, and Anna (Woodwerih)
Morrll, and he was born February 3, 1864, in Prophetstown, T1li-
nois. The parents were from New York. and in an early day they
made the journey from New York to Tlinois in a covered wagon.
At that time railways were not so numerous and covered warons
were every day seen crossing the enuntry bearing emigrant families
into the frontier conununities. There were five children, four sur-
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viving, and Doctor Morril] was the oldest of them. A sister, Flora,
married Qscar Leath, of Netawata, Kunsas, He is a banker and en.
gaged in the lumber trade there. Cliarles W. Morrill is a retired
merchant in Tuwmpico, llinois, aud Oris W Morrill is in business
it Proplietstown, the olil home of the Morrill family in Hijnois,

The Morrills are Methodists and they ure all republicans. The
father was a furmer and horsedealer, buying horses i1 the south and
selling them in the north, i he made a fortune at it Brayman A.
Morrill was in the One [lundred Duy serviee in the Civil war. Doe-
tor Morrill was born at the time of the war between the north and
the south, while the family lived at Prophetstown.

In 1589 Doctor Morril] muarried Bessie I Kelley, who was born
in Cleveland. Iler father wus born on the Isle of Man, and came
to Clevelund, Oliiv, where he Wis i carpenter and contructor. Two
children have been born to Doctor and Mrs. Morrill - Merton Morrill
1s in the regular artiy.  Ie entered the militury academy at Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas, in 1911 He is now u radio operator at San
Antonio, Texas. Ile s o non-commissioned licutenant and is serving
his second enlistment. Alma Morrill is o graduate of Fremont Col.
lege, has studied art. and she i« an artist in North Platte.

The Morrill familv of North Platte are Presbyterians. Doctor
Morrill belongs to the Order of the Royal Tlighlanders and the Yeo.
men. e is ameng the prominent business and professional men in
the community.

York A. Hinyvan., The advice of ITorace Greeley was taken by
the Hinman family of Pennsyivania, of which York A. Hinman,
the Union Pacifi engineer of North Platte, is a member, and his
parents eame west in an ox cart, passing by the site of Chicago and
stopping awhile in Wisconsin before hitting the trail again for Ne-
braska.~ York A. Hinman was born March 7, 1870, in Bradford
county, Pennsvivania. His father was Washington and his mother
Rebecea (Vaughan) Hinman, and they were natives of that com.
munity,

A well written sketch of the life of Washington Mallory Hinman
has been submitted as auxiliary to the York A Itinman sketch, and
1t is herewith incorporated into the fumily story. It reads: In the
commerctal and public affairs of Lincoln county probably no man
was better known than the gentleman whose life history is here
presented.  Mr. Hinman was 3 man of unusual business ability, and
he has the envighle reputation of a citizen of active publie service,
and one who helped build up this part of the country.

Mr. Hinman passed through here in 1849 on hix way overland
to California. Tle wus o native of Bradferd county, Pennsylvanig,
born at Weny Septeinher 14, 1819, a son of Abner Curtis and Au-
gosta York Hinman. the formeor having been Grand Master of Penn-
sylvania for the Independent Order of Good Templars for many
vears. The Hinmans were pioneer settlers in I’eunsylvanin, all the
male members doing service in the Indian wars and in the Ameriean
Revolution.  Beaeh I. Hinman, hrother of Washington Iinman,
was a pinneer attornev of North Platte. and he represented the dis-
trict in the Nebraska Rtate Legislature. Two of the ITinman brothers
lost their Jives in the Civil war showing that the military spirit has
alwavs aseerted itself.

Washington M. Hinman was a millwricht. and he set un nulls
in Vaneouver, Oregon, and all alono the Pacifiec Coast, receiving six-
teen dollars a day building sawmills all aver the timber country.
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This Ime of work tovk Lim from British Columbia along the Pacifie
Coast to Punama in the pioncer days, und he reconnted many inter-
esting experiences in developiug the country.  Ile was onee sent by
the United States Government t install u stearn sawinill plant at
South Puss, Wyoming, He returned from California in 1854, and
a few vears later focated at Cottonwood Springs, uear Fort MclPher-
son, where he was later established. On hix fnel four miles from
the Springs he opened a weneral supply store for travelers passing
over the California Trail.  He instulled 2 stemn sawmill wnd shingle
mill and Llacksith shop at the raneh, and tsany people had em-
ployrent there.

From 18G4 to 1867 Mr. Hinman was an Indian interpreter at
Fort MecP’herson, attending alt the conferences between the Indian
chiefs and the government representatives. 1le had a contract to fur-
nish all the lumber uzed in the Imildings at Fort McPherson. and of
furmshing the beef used there. Oue voucher now in possession of
the family iz made out for #14,000 showing that Mr. Hinman did
a profitalle business at the Fort. Ilo also supplied wood to the gov-

“ernnient.  In 1864 he lost $1,000 in merchandise through theft by
the Sioux Indians under Sitting Bull. Although the government
allowed him for this loss, through democratie inHuences payment
has been deferred.

Mr. TTinman was intimate with all of the great Indian chiefs,
among whom was Sitting Bull. In 18860 Shorter, now Lincoln,
county was organized, with Mr. Hinman as county trensurer, but
this organization did not go into etiect, and in 1868 the name was
changed and Lineoln county was orpanized properly. with the county
seat at North Platte, and Mr. ITinman was elected county commis-
sioner, which pesition he held for many years. TFor a long time he
served the community as probate judge, being elected by the repub-
lican partv.

In the fall of 1867 thousands of Tndians met in North Platte,
where Mr. Hinman resided, having sold his mills in South Pass,
Wyoming, afterward bringing them buck to the Repubhican Vallev,
where he had homesteaded and pre-enipted 400 acres 214 miles from
Indianola, Tz band of Indians went through North Platte, camp-
ing at the present intersection of Front and Locust streets, where
General Sherman and the peace commissioners met them, and the
Red=kins promised to remain peaceable and go away in the spring
without trouble if the government would give them rations for the
winter.

On Sunday, April 7, 1858, there wus great commotion in town
when the citizens discovered that the Indians had removed their
gquaws and all their effects to the north side of the river, returning
in a short time riding through town und shooting into the stores
and raising a dizmrbance generallv. Mr, Ilinman at once placed the
papers relating {o civil affairs in Lineoln county into the hands of
the military. the =aloous were closed. and there were squads of sol-
diers statinned to cuard lives and properiv. The Indians then went
southeast of the town. near Fort McPher<on in Snells Canvon, and
on April 8 thev attacked zeven men whe were emploved by Mr. [Tin-
man in getting out wood for his sub-comtract to supply Fort A. P.
Ruszell. and the Dedsking murdered them, taking all their sealps,
and one of the horses belonging to them returned home with a sealp
tied to it.

The soldiers immediately went it pursuit of the Indians and thev
found one white man pinned to the ground with arrows through his
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heart and still alive.  He survived two days after they found hin.
In 1876 Mr. Himman and his family nved lack to North Platto.
He had bought land at one time and annther until he owied 1.100
acres adjacent to and a portion of it within the eorporation of the
town. Ile was senior county comuni=s<ioner, und sinee the Union
Paeific had paid no taxes iuto the tow corporation he closed its
business and took possession of the roundhause in North Platte. The
taxes were shortly paid and it was cite w siun added to the revenue
of the town. Tw 1879 Mr. Hinman woved out (0 lLis farin west of
town.

In 1867 Mr. Hinman married Tebecea Franklin Vaughan,
daughter of I.lias Vaughan. Jr.. and Susan Franklin Dodge of Con-
necticut. The Viunghans and Dodoes were both pioneer Conuecticnt
families, the Dodges beine related to DBenjamin Franklin and Wil-
Iiam Penn. Captain Vaughan of the Tnited Siates Navv at Water-
town on Lake Erie, and an officer in the War of 1812, wus an uncle
to Mrs. Hlinman.

The children born to W. M. Hinman and his wife are: Vaughan
Ilias Hinman. first white child born in North Platte, and the second
in Lincoln connty, who married Minnie Distel. a daughter of Ireder-
ick Distel of Germnany. Her father came to Omuaha in 1873, and later
to North Platte. where he built and operated a brewery and was well
known all threngh Nebraska. They have one son, Charles Vaughan
Minman and one daughter, Iva. York Abner Hinman is the see-
ond son born to the pioneer Hinmans, and he married Daisy C.
Crusen, a daughter of W. J. Crusen of North Platte and theyv have
three children: York A. Jr. Elizabeth I'rances and Dorothy C.
Hinman. Luezilla Hinman wos the third child, and she is the wife
of George Eves. of Oakland. California and' they have the following
children: William Vaughan, deceased, and Washington York were
twins, Gerard Wesley, Marearet Reba. Arthur Glenn and Harold.

Mr. Hinman died at Lis farm. pear North Platte January 27,
1904, at the age of eightv-four vears, A\ vyear prior to his death
a prairie fire burned a good residence which contained many valuable
papers. records, ete., and all his personal offects. With the methods
of business and the energv that characterized Mrs. Hinman she had
shortly before that taken out insurance, so that the fire was not a
total loss to the family. When he was twenty-one Mr. Hinman was
admitted as a Mason.” ITe had taken the Royal Knight degree and
was high priest of the North Platte Chapter—a _déevoted member of
the Jodwe.  TTe was alco an earnest worker in the Presbyterian Church
of North Platte. Mrs. Hinman followed Lim to the grave in 1910,
and_thus ended the carecr of two Lineoln county pioneers.

York A. Iinman received his edueation in the North Platte pub-
lic school, and his first Accupation was on lis father’s ranch. When
he was twenty years old he began firing on the Union Paeific Rail-
road, and when he was twenty-eight he had an engine and still has
4 passenger run between North Platte and Haio, Nebraske, His
famnily story was partially detailed in the newspaper artiele just
quoted. iz marriace occurred December 20, 1892, Daisy Crusen
being a daughter of William J. and Elizabeth Crusen Hinman was
born at Terre Haute. Indiana, and in 1881 they came to Nebraska.

W. J. Crusen was born in Ohio and enlisted in the Civi] war in
Company E. Twelfth Ohio Infantrv. TTe spent the entire four vears
in the service. He was a railway engineer when he came to N
braska. Of the children born to Mr. and Mrs. York Hinman, Eliza-
beth is the wife of Farl Ford, who is in the oil business in Lexington,
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Kentucky. He was a licutenaut in the World war and served on e
border in the Mexican ditliculty. ITe served thirty nonths and was
discharged as a wmajor.  Dorothy is a stenographer in the chief dis-
patcher’s otlice of the Union Pacific at North Platte, Nebraska. York
A, Ir, 1s still o sehool boy. My, Tinman is a lileral democrat. He
1s 2 member of the Brotherliood of Locomotive Engineers. e ix u
meniber of the Episcopal Chureh zud the famnily ure members of the
Methodist Church. :

Joux F. HMixviax. Although he has passed the eightieth mile-
stone of his life, John F. Hinmau, a carpenter and contractor of
North Platte, still retains much of the vigor that marked his youth-
ful duys, nod is activoly engaged in his chosen oceupation, his me-
chanieal ability and skill. and his honest, durable work having won
him extensive patronage in his line of industry. A\ son of the late
Abuer Hinman, he was born March 13, 1840, in Bradford county,
}ljelltlinsyl\'nniu, and is the only surviving clild of the parental house-

ald.

Abner Hinman was born in Wilkes-Barre, Penmsvlvania, and
spent his entire life in his native state. He was 3 mechanic by trade,
but followed farming throughout hiz active carecr, He was a whig
in polities until the formation of the republican party, when he be-
came one of its stanch adherents. He helonped to the New School
Preshyterian Church. while his wife was a mentber. of the 0ld School
Presbyterian Church. He married Aueusta York, a native of Penn-
svlvania, where her death occurred. She made one visit to Nebraska,
bringing with her a feather hed, which she guve to her son, who
found it acceptable, as he was then slecping on a buffalo robe. Of
the eleven children born of their union two were kiiled in the Civil
war, and four came to Nebraska, Washington, Beach 1., Minor and
John F. The three first named died in Nebraska, and all left fam-
thics

Receiving a limited edueation in the public schools of his native
state. John F. Minman taught school three years. and afterwards
worked in the hard conl mines near Wilkes-Barre, building coal
breakers. Coming to North Platte. Nebraska, in 1865, he worked
for two years on the Union Pacifie Railrond, having the manasement
of a construetion firm and doing contracting. e was subsequently
emploved in railroad work in Texas until 1877, when he returned
to North Platte, which has since been his home, although he has
spent two winters in California, being kept busv while there in ereet-
ing some buildings for his daughter. For a time Mr. Hinman was
engaged in the eattle business. buving his stock in Texas, and being
four months on the road while driving them to the range. Since
‘1883 he has been actively emploved as a contractor and earpenter.
and has heen eminently suceessful, the greater number of the old
brick buildings of the city having been erseted under his careful
supervision.

Mr. Hinman married in Texas. in 1876. Gussie Iyatt. a daughter
of Benjamin IMvatt. a railread contracter who with Mr. Hinman built
all of the railroad bridees between Houston and San Antonie. Mrs,
Hinman died in 1898, leaving one child, Maude B., wife of Louis
Helmond. of Oakland. Califernia. a manufacturer of catsup and
pickles.  Mrs. Hinman was a devoted member of the Episcopal
Church. A strong democrat in politiez, Mr. Hlinman served as regs-
trar of the Nehragka Land Office during Cleveland’s second term ns
president. Fraternallv he belonge to the Ancient Free and Accepted
Order of Masons, in which he is a Knight Templar.



82 HISTORY OF LINCOLN COUNTY

Joseru G. Brerer, Well equipped for the duties of his pro-
fession, as well by nawral gitts and temperament as by mental
training and untirine industry, Jozeph . Becler, of North Platte,
occupies a place of prominenee in the legal eircles of the city, county
and state. .\ son of Frunk Beeler, he was born June 15,1857, in
Holland, where his earlier Jife was spent.

Frank Beeler was born, bred and educated in Iolland, and there
married Margaret Noorda who died in early womanhood, having
spent her entire life in her pative land.  After the death of hLis wife
Frauk Beeler immigrated to the United States, settling in Dan forth,
Ilinois, where he was engaged in business as g druggist until his
death in 1872, Jle was ewployed in the government service in Iol-
land, performing the duties devolving upon a distriet clerk in this
country. Religiouslv he was a memnber of the Dutch Reformed
Church. To him and his wife three children were born, as follows:
Joseph G, the speeial subject of this sketch; Fenna, who married J.
Van Asendof in Holland, and is now engaged in government school
work in the East Indies, as iz her husband, her speciality being the
t}galaching of languages; and Arnpld I'., a prosperonus grocer of North

atte.

After coming to this country with his father J. oseph G. PBecler
entered Hedding College in Abinadon, Illineis, and after completing
the junior year of study read law in Bushnell, IHineis, where, in
1895, he was admitted {o the bar.  Coining 10 Lincoln county, Ne-
braska, Mr. Beeler was engaged in the practice of law at Wallace
until 1893, when he opened an office in North Platte and began the
practice of his profession alone, meeting with goaod success.  From
1898 until 1905 he was associated with Albert Muldoon. the part-
nership then beine dissolved. In 1914 Mr. Beeler formed a copart-
nership with M. E. Crosby, becomning head of the well known firm of
Beeler & Crosby. In November, 1919, T, E. Baskins joined the firm,
and it is known as Beeler, Crosby & Baskins and is enjoyvine g large
and exceedingly lucrative patronage, ils practice extending into
Keith, Deuel. Garden, Dawson, Logan, Lincoln and other countiaes,
Mr. Becler working mastly in the Supreme Court of the state and in
the TTnited States Courts. ’

Mr. Beeler served as city attorney from 1909 until 1912, inclu-
sive, and was a member of the local Board of Education from 1900
until 1912, heing president of the board six years, and secretary
three vears. For three vears he was g member of the examining
board for the admission of ecandidates to practice law in the courts,
and in 1919 and 1920 served as a delegate to the Constitutional Con-
vention of the State of Nebraska. An independent democrat, he
takes an active and intelligent interest in polities. Religiously he
1s A member of the Methodist Emiscopal Chureh, and fraternally he
belongs to the Tndependent Order of Odd Fellows and to the Ancient
Order of United Workmer.

Mr. Becler married in Abin adon, Illinois, March 17, 1881, Anna
D. Thomas, who was horn near Galva, Illinois, and they are the
parents of four children. namely: Winnie 0., wife of M. E. Scott,
cashier of the Platte Valley State Bank; Fenna. wife of J. S, Simms,
M. D.. a noted phvsician and surgeon. of North Platte, who served
with Unit No. 49 in the World war, heing behind the lines at Ar
gonne and Meuse: Jennie G., wife of (. F. Temple. a real estate and
insuranee man of North Platte; and Mvyrtle H., wife of C. F. Day, a
geological engineer at Shreveport, Louisiana.
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Fraxx L. Mooxey. It is not an easy task to deseribe adequately
-4 man who has led an eminently aetive and busy life and who hus
attained w position of relative distinction in the comtnunity with
which his interests are allied. But biography finds its 1most perfect
Justitication, nevertheless, in the tracing and recording of such a life
history. 1t is, then, with a full appreciation of all that is demanded
and of the painstaking scrutiny that must be aecorded each state-
nient, and yet with a feeling of satisfaction, that the writer essays the
task of touching briefly upon the details of such a record as has been
that of the honored subject whose life now comes under review,
Mr. Frank L. Mooney, cashier of the First National Banlk of North
Platte.

Frank L. Moonev was born in Minonk, Tilinois, on the 14th da
of Decetnher, 1872, and is the son of David and Mary F. (Ogieg’
Mooney, the former a native of Cortland, New York, and the latter
of Bluffton, Wells county, Indiana, In hoth the paternal and ma-
ternal lines the subject’s ancestral history runs back over two hundred
years in America, the Mooney family having been established in
Connecticut in a very early day, and in that state the paternal grand-
father, George Mooney, was born and reared. Subsequently he
moved to New York state, where his death occurred. The subject’s
maternal grandfather. John Ogle, was a native of Licking county,
Ohio. who subsequently moved to Illinois, where his death occurred.
David Mooney was reared and edueated in his native state, but shortly
prior to the Civil war he came to Illinois, to which state she who was
to become his wife had come in 1856. At the outbreak of the Civil
war he enlisted in Companv B, Fifty-third Regiment, Illinois Vol-
unteer Infantry, with which command he had a most honorable
service record. At the bloody battle of Shiloh he was made a lieu-
tenant in recognition of his valor. He was completely exhaunsted
there and was taken to Benton Barracks Hospital at Memphis, Ten-
nessee, where he remained for six months. and was then aiven an
honorable discharge, not heing phyvsically fit to re-enter the service.
Before the war he had onerated a nursery at Bloomington, Illinois,
under the name of the Phoenix Nursery. and upon his return from
the army he acain took up the work, in which he was an expert. In
April, 1878, he came to Nebraska and located in Furnas county,
where he entered a hormestead. the family following him to their
new home in 1879. In 1885 they moved to Lexington, Nebraska,
where thev again started in the nursery business, in which he con-
tinued with success up to a short time prior to his death, when he
retired from active business life. He was a man of more than ordi-
nary mental ability and stood hich in the eommunities where he
lived. Tun 1880 he served as supervisor of the census in southwestern
Nebraska. and for fifteen years he gave effective service as nsses<or
of the Citv of Levineton. = His religious membership was with the
Methodist Fniseopal Church. while fraternally he was a member of
the Ancient Free and Accepted Masons and the Grand Armv of the
Republie.  Politieally he was at first a demoerat, but later transferred
his allegianee to the republiean party. To him and his wife were
born six children, five sons and a daughter, of which number four
survive, namelv: George I., an amusement promoter in St. Louis,
Missouri; Brenton D.. who is engaged in the jewelry huciness in
Cleveland. Ohio: Frank L.. the immediate subject of this sketch;
and Grace 0. who mankes her home with her brother Frank.

Frank L. Maonev was but six vears of age when the familv came
to Nebraska, therefore his education was received in the ecommon
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schools of this stule, cotupleting his studies iy the high school at
Lexington, Nebraska, His first eniployment way as s clerk in o
drug store at Lextngton, where he retined for five vears. He then
became identilicd with the Daw=on County Nutional Dunk at Lex-
ington, with which Le renained from Augnst, 1892, ntil February,
1894, when he came to Nortly Platte and beeae hookkeeper in the
First Nutional Bauk. 1Ile lia reiiuned connected with that institu-
tion to the present time und enjoys the unique distinetion of being
the oldest banker in point of eontinnous serviee iy western Nebraska.
On January 1, 1001, Mr, Mooney became assistant cushier of the
First National Bank. and i July, 1904, was made eashiier and a
director.  He has devoted hiniselt ndefatigably o (he interests of
the First National, and net o Little of the splendicd crowth which this
bank has enjoved has been dite to the splendid Lusiness ability and
the personal popularity of i cazhier.  Mr. Mooney is also inter-
ested in four other hanks in western Nebraska, being a director 1
two of them. Ile has attuined an enviable reputation in finaneial
eireles ag a man of sound Judgment, keen foresight and aubsolute j1i-
tegrity, his ability beine ajven substantial recogiiition when he was
elected city treasurer of North Platte and retaned in that position
twelve vears cousecutively. During the World war he was chairman
of the Second Distriet of Nebraska for all the Liberty Loan cun-
paigns, and in many other wayvs exhibited a deep interest in the war
aetivities of this eommunity, .

On Septeinher 28, 1893, Mr. Mooney was united In marriage,
with Callie E. McDouald. the daughter of Charles McDonald, a prom-
irent pioneer of Lincoln county. of whom mention will be found
elsewhere in this volume, The union has been blessed in the hirth
of a son, Frauk Alfred, who is now g junior in the North Platte
High Schoot. Mrs. Mooney died on Mareh 22, 1900. -

Politieally Mr. Moonev'is an earnest supporter of the republican
party and takes a keen interest in publie affaivs, especially as per-
taining to the commumity in which he lives. Religiously he 1s
member of the Methodist Epizcopal Chureh, while fraternally he is
a member of the \neient Free and Accepted Masons, in which he
haz attained all the dearces “of the York Rite. including that of
Knight Templar. and is also a meniber of Tangier Temple. Ancient
Arahie Order of Nohles of the Mystic Shrine. at Omaha.  Tle is alsn
a member of the Renevolent and Protective Order of Elks Lodge
No. 985, North Platte. Nebraska, He holds worthy prestice in bank-
ing and business eireles, being regarded as distinetivelvy a man of
affairs and wielding a potent influence in the community, while per-
sonally he is extremely popular among these who have come into
contact with him.

CHARLES FrEAONT PROKHAA, The characteristies of adaptahil-
ity, persistence, common sense and aood judoment have prevailed
in the energetic life of Charles F Peckham, winning for him an en-
viable rank among the businese, agricultural and social elements of
the Brady econmunity in Lineoln countv. Mr. Peekham is a prod-
uet of the agrieultural rerions of Crawford connty, Wiseonsin. his
birth havine ocenrred July 21, 1857, and he helongs to a familv
that is well, honombly and favorably known in Lineoln county,
heing a son of Joshua Peckham. » review of whose eareor will he
found in the sketch of T, K. Peckham elsewhere in this work.

Chorles Tremont Peckham was edueated in the publie schonls
of his native state, and was in voung manhood when he accompanied
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his parents to Nebraska, the family locating in Dawson county,
where they lived on a hoiestend claim until the father’s demise.
Mr. Peckham was a teacher here for one winter after coming to
Nebraska.  Following his futher's death, Mr. Peckham came to Lii.
coln county and moved to his father’s old homestead, and here has
conttinned to he engaged in genery) farming and stockraiszing to the
present time. He owns 160 weres in his home place.  He owned
at one tirne over 2,000 acres in the Lills, but has vecently sold all
but 480 acres of his hill Tand. Ile is a skilled. energelie, mndern
and scientific farmer. and is aecounted an excellent Judge of live
stock. Asa citizen he ranks hish in supporting heneficial measures,
and his friends were numerous throughout this and surrounding
counties.

In 1886 Mr. Peckham married Miss Mary Russell, a native of
Wisconsin. who, at her death, had become the mother of seven chil-
dren, of whom two survive: Al May, who resides with her futher;
and Hubert B.. who is attending publie schaol at Gothenburg. The
present Mrs. Peckham was formerly Miss Matilda Seger, and is a
native of Sweden. She came to Ameriea when fiftcen vears of age,
Mr. and Mrs. Peckham are memibers of the Methodist Church. He
maintains an independent stand in regard to matters of a political
character.

JOEN GraNT. Devoted to his profession, thorough and methodi-
cal in the preparation of his cases, and skilled and judicious in their
management, Johu Grant. of North Platte, has won a place of honor
and distinetion among the gifted and successful lawvers of Lincoln
county. a position the more highly valued us it waz gained through
his own determined efforts. A son of William Graut, he was born
in New York City in 1862, of Irish aucestry on both sides of the
house. ;
William Grant was born, reared and married in Ireland. The
maiden name of his wife wus Mary Doolen. Coming with his family
to the United States in 1862, he landed in New York City, and the
ensuing five yvears remained in the East. I 1867, following the trail
of the pioneer westward. he Toeated at Columbus, Nebraska, and hav-
ing tnken up a homestead of 160 ncres cleared and improved it. and
was there engaged in aericultural pursuit= until his death. He was
a demoerat in politics. and both he and his wife were faithful mem-
hers of the Cathalic Church. Of the eight children born of their
unien, five are living. a= follows: Themas, a retived farmer, lives in
Marvville, Missouri : Mary, wife of Thomas Flvnn, an acrieulturist
living in Columbus Nebraskn: Edward. of Denver, Colorado: Mrs.
Johanna Dinnen. a widow living in Platte county, this state; and
John.

Reared on his father’s homestend. with very few advantages in
his vouthful davs. John Grant is a fne representative of the self-
made and self-edueated men of the state, his knowledee of book:
having heen largelv acquired after he had attained his majoritv. A
careful, diligent and intelliment reader. and an ambitious seholar.
he prenared himeelf for eollece. and on June IQ, 1896, was gl‘adnn_fed
from the law departiment of the State University of Towa. Opening
an office nt North Platte the same vear. Mr. Grant has sinee praeticed
in all of the econrt=_ and has eained a very large and profitable patron-
age. From 1911 until 1914, inclusive. he served as eounty j"dge'
and in that eapaeity shiowed himself to he ke?n and accurate, and in
his decisions was invariably just and impartial.
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Judge Grant married in 1904 Hattie Johnston, of Clinton, Michi-
gan, T%ey have no ehilidren. Religiously Mrs. Grunt is o member
of the Epizenpal Church, wud the judee is identified by membershi
with the Catholic Chiureh. [n his political afliliations he is a soun
democrat, and u warm fupporter of all enterprises caleulated to ad-
vance the interests of city or county.

WesLEY J. Survkre.  Nebraska js rapidly forging to the front
s an agrieultural state now that irrigation is heing developed, and
farmers are proving in their everyday operations that banner crops
can be raised on land that only a few years apo was regarded as
entirely unproductive. As a result of these developments the value
of land has risen very considerably, and those who had faith enough
in the fature of the state to buy in the earlier days are now profiting
from their farsightedness. One of these substantial farmers and
stockraisers of Lincoln county, who has lived in this county sinee
1834, with intervals of ubsence, and continuously in the Hershey dis-
trict since 1898, is Wesley J. Shinkle.

The hirth of Weslev .J. Shinkle oceurred in Clermont county,
Ohio, on December 21, 1864, e is a son of Benjamin and Amanda
(Tatman) Shinkle, natives of Pennsylvania and Kentucky, respec-
tively, both of whom are now deceased. In 1884 they moved and
hought land near Saint Paul in Howard county. That same vear
they homesteaded in Lincoln county, and proved up their claim,
which was located in the southwestern part, and here Benjamin
Shinkle died in 1892, his wife suzviving him and passing away at
Lincoln, Nebraska. In polities he was a strong republican, and dur-
ing the war between the states he gave expression to his sentiments
by serving in the Union Army for four years, and was wounded on
the battlefield. Both he and his estimabla wife were devout members
of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh. For many vears he maintained
membership with the Grand Army of the Republic. The children
born to Benjamin Shinkle and his wife were six in number, and
three of them survive, namely: Susan, who is the wife of Robert
Jacobs, lives at Streator. Illinois; Wesley J.. whose name heads this
review; and James, who resides at Stromburg, Nebraska. Those
deceased are Mande. Ella and Eva.

Wesley J. Shinkle, although born in Ohio was reared in Illinois,
to which state his father moved in 1868. e attended its publie
schools.  11e then came west to Dakela end was engaged in punch-
ing cattle in the Black Mills district of that state, and in Wyoming.
In 1881 he eame to Nebraska and homesteaded near Wallace, and
carried on a cattle business while proving up his elaimn. FHe later
sold his property and went to Wryoming and spent several years, but
came back to Nebraska in 1898 and bought 160 acres of land, all
under ditch, in seetion 18, township 14, in the Hershey neighbor-
hood, where he has since been engaged in general farming and stock-
raising. He handles onlv a 2ood grade of stock, experiments having
proved that the hest results are obtained from this class of stock. ~

In 1887 Mr. Shinkle was united in marringe with Minnie
Rounds, born in Tilinois, a daughter of Revnolds Rounds, one of the
early seltlers of Lincoln county, who is now a resident of Duncan,
Towa. Mr. and Mrs. Shinkle have five children, namely: Claude,
who is n locomotive engincer. has the run out of Bridgeport, Ne-
braska; Tvan, who is mentioned helow; and Eva, Earl and Amanda,
all of whom are at home. Mr. Shinkle is a republican in his politi-
cal views. e maintaine fraternal connections with the Independent
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Order of Odd Fellows. For some years Mrs. Shinkle has been 2 con-
sistent member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. She was edu-
cated in the common and high sehools of Tllicois, and is an intelli-
gent, well informed Jady.

There was one star on the service flag of the Shinkle family dur-
ing the great war, representing the presence in the army of the sec-
ond sou, Ivan, who was a member of the molor transport service.
He was trained at Camap Jesup, Georgia, and was sent overseas to
France. After the sizniug of the Armistice he became a member of
the Army of Occupation, and served until September, 1919, when
he was discharged and sent home. _

SamvEL G. AvpErsoN. One of the prosperous farmers of Lin-
coln eounty, who is an excellent type of his countrymen, is Samuel
G. Anderson, of scetion 19, township 14. Ife was born in Sweden
on September 21, 1861, a son of Andrew and Lena Fall) Anderson.
Andrew Anderson was a blacksmith, gunsmiih an farmer, and he
rounded out his life in Sweden. IHe and his wife had ten children,
as follows: Alfred J., who is at Oakland, Nebraska, is a farmer;
Frank O., who is a farmer of Axtel, Nebraska; Albert T1., who lives
north of Sutherland, Nebraska: Samwuel G., whose name heads this
review, and six who never left Sweden.

Samuel G. Anderson grew up in his native land and attended
its schools. Qn May 6, 1883, he came to the United States, and for
a time rented land at Axtel, Nebraska, and then, in 1906, located

ermanently in Lincoln county, buying 250 acres of land, on which

e is raising a general line of crops and stoek, all of the latter being
of a good grade. Mr. Anderson has a comfortable residence, large
barn and other farm buildings, his fences are well kept up and his
other improvements are of a like character, for he takes pride in
having his place neat and in good order. The seven-acre orchard on
the farm is bearing nicely and was planted when he bought the
farm.

On November 2, 1885, Mr. Anderson was married at Axtel, Ne-
braska, to Hattie M. Anderson, who was born in Sweden, and cams
to the United States on the same ship with Mr. Anderson. She died
on December 19, 1918, havine borne her husband the following ehil-
dren: Alice, who married Howard Clemens, a farmer of this dis-
trict; Nannie, who is the wife of Frank Strolberg, a farmer of Lincoln
county; Bertha, who is the wife of Tom Molenski, of North Platte;
Mabel, who is the wife of Ray Dorham, of North Platte; Emelia,
who is the wife of Joe Souder, of North Platie; Gilbert V ., who is
mentioned below: and Clarence, Viola and LaVerna, who are all at
home. Mr_and Mrs. Anderson early joined the Mothodist Episcopal
Church at Hershey, and he still holds membership in it. Mr. An.
derson is an independent voter, and gives his support to the candi-
date he thinks will be the best man in the office, but has never
himself cared for public life. '

Gilbert V. Anderson is a veteran of the World war, and szerved in
an infantry corps on the front line, and also as a member of the
Army of Occupation, being in the service for nearly two years. ‘Dur-
ing this period he was wounded in the leg and in the arm. He was
married Septeraber 7. 1919, to Miss Iva I.. Winters. The Andersong
are among the most highlv respected peaple of the county, their in-
dustry, thrift and uprichtness commending them to their neighbors

and winning for them the confidence of all with whom they do busi-
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ness or matntain social relations. Mps, Anderson was a most excellent
lady, a true Christian, and her utitimely death was much deplored.

Jouwn B. Tomnrion. Lineoln county is one of the best agricul-
tural seetions of Nebracka since Irrigation systers have heen built,
and the furms in this locality show the cHects of care aud the im-
pProvements on them are of a modern character, greatly adding to
their appearaice and value, Oue of the ntelligent and suecessful
farmers of this county is John B Toillion of section 24, township

4, range 32, Ie wux born in Lineoln county, Ohio, on July §,
1864, a sou of John B. und Louise (Veua) Toillion, natives of
France. who were murried in that country and in about 1837 cane to
the United Stuies. He wus g shoemaker by (rade, but after coning
here enguged in fartiing and raising stock.  Ile bought land in Ohig
and lived there until 1837, when he migrated west to Lincoln county,
Nebrasks, and Lought land which he cultivated.  Subsequently he
moved to lowa to live with one of his <ou=, and both he and his wife
passed away in that state. During the war between the states he
served in the Union army, enlisting from QOhio, and was in the
service for one year and ten months.  Afler securing his naturaliza-
tion papers he was first g democrat, but later hecame a republican,
and voted the ticket of that party until his death. With the organ-
ization of the Grand Armyv of the Republic he joined it and trans-
ferred his membership to the local posts of the several communities
in which he resided  Both he and hiz wife were Catholies, and
brought up their children in that faith. These children were as fol-
lows: Victor, wha died in France: Henry, who was a soldier in the
Union Avmy, having enlisted from Ohis to serve during the war
hetween the states, was killed at the hattle of Chickamauga: Felicia,
who iz deceased; Frank, who is a retired farmer of Stillwater, Okla-
homa; Mary, who is the wife of Mack July, resides in South Dakota;
Charles. who is living retired in Towa; Xavier, who is living retired
at Nerth Bend, Nebraska: John B whose name heads this review,
and Louts, who lives at Brighton, Colorado. is engaged in farming.

Johnt B. Teillion was educated in the schools of Ohio, and ac-
companied hiz father to Lineoln county, Nebraska. He invested in
Land and new owns a well improved farmn of sixtv-five acres in the
neighborliood of North Platte. Ilere he is earrving on general farm-
ing and the raising of an excellent arade of livestock. His eomfort-
able residencve, mnple barns and numerons outbuildings, well-kept
fences and other improvements have all heen made by him, and he
has every reason to he prond of his property.

About 1889 Mr. Toillion was married at North Platte to-Tda Me-
William, a native of Missouri. Mr. and Mis. Toillion heeare the
parents of the following children : Charles. who i 2 farmer of Lineoln
county; Alma. who is at howe; Henry, whao is also a farmer of Lin-
coln county; 1Tarvev, who lives with bis brother Tlenry, and Leo and
Marie, hoth of whom are at home. The family are all Catholics.
Mr. Toillion belong= to the Modern Wendmen of America. e is a
strona repnbliean, having heen veared in the faith of that party,
and is now road overseer. Capable, alert and mduostrious, Mr. Toil-
lion has made his own wav in the world. and won the confilence
and respect of the community in whieh he has been a resident for so
many years.

Matnarn E. Crosny. Well versed in the intricacies of law, hav-
ing conducted and won suits of importance, Mainard E. Crosby, of
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North Plafte, member of the firn of Beeler, Crosby & Baskins, has
won an honored nanie in the leeul profession of Lincoln county, A
native of Nebruska, he was Lorn in Adums couuly, September 26,
1884, a zon of 11 A. Croshy and o grandson of Siduey AL and Julia
(Daggett) Crosby.

K. A Crosby was Lorn and reared in Illinois, and as a boy and
youth was engaged in agricultural Jubor. Coming to Nebruska in
1850, he rented land in Adims eounty, and when he had wecumn-
lated sutticient meuns to warrant hin in so doing took up u home-
stead clain in Lineoln county. lNuving cleared and improved a
vuluable farm, he is now living retired from getjve pursuit, having a
pleasant home jn Sutherland.” A republiean in politics, he 1s much
interested in local affairs, und has served on the town hoard and the
school board.  Fraternally he is a mewber of the Ancient Free and
Accepted Order of Musous. He married in Nebraska Lucy A. Pow-
ers, a native of Illinois, and they Luve four children, as follows:
George H., living two iniles north of Sutherland. is prosperously en-
gaged in farming; Mainard E.. the special subject of this sketch;
Elmer A, a successful farmer living two miles west of Sutherland,
aud Mary B, wife of Eben D. Warner, of Chadron, Nebraska, a tele-
phone man.  The mother is an active member of the Presbylerian
Church. THer father, John II. Powers, was a pioneer of Adams
county, and very prominent in publie matters, in 1890 having been
a candidate on the populist ticket for governor of Nebraska.

Spending his vounger davs in the wise pursuit of knowledge,
Mainard E. Croshy completed the course of study in the Sutherland
High School. and in 1908 was graduated from the law department of
the University of Nebraska. Admitted to the bar immediately after
receiving his diploma, he located at North Platte. and for eighteen
months was engaged in the practice of law in the office of Albert Mul-
deon. Mr. Croshy subsequenily practiced alone until 1914, when he
formed a co-partnership with' Joseph G. Beeler, and the firm of
Beeler & Crosby thus established built up a wide and remnnerative
practice, both members beine men of keen intelleet and il of 'pro-
fessional zeal and ability. Mr. Crosby served as attorney of McPher-
son county for three years, and is now attorney of the City of North
Platte.

On October 2. 1909, Mr, Crosby was united in nmarringe with
Cora M. Berkey, who was born in Thaver connty, Nehraska, and was
graduated from the University of Nehraska in the same vear that he
was.  Mr. and Mrs. Croshy have two children, Robert and Horace.
Politicallv Mr. Croshy is identified with the republican party, and
fraternallv he iz a meniber of the Independent Order of Odd Fel-
lows. Both Mr. and Mrs, Croshy are members of the Presbyterian
Chureh, and generous contributors toward its support.

Kritn Nevicne, Distinguished not anly as a native born resi-
dent of North Platte, and as one who has abiv filled the highest
position within the gift of the commonwenlth. but for the lone line
of hanored ancestry from which he traces his descent, Keith Ne-
ville is eminenily worthy of representation in a work of this char-
acter. He was born February 25, 1884, in North Platte, a son of the
late Honorable William Neville. a man of nuch prominence and
influence,

William Neville, 0. son of Harvey Neville, was born and brought
up in Illincis. TTaving acquired an exeellent preliminary eduea-
tion, e was graduated from Lebanen College, Lebanon, Illinois,
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and after his adinission to the bar began the practice of his profes-
sion in his native state. In the carly "7 0s, desirons of broadening his
gcopt of uction, he cume to Nebrazla, and for several years prac-
ticed law in North Platte, being one of the leading attorneys of the
place.  Moving to Arizona, he was there engaged in the practice of
his profession until his death.

He took lively interest in publie affairs, becoming a leader in
any movement with which he wag as=ociated, and served in the legis-
latures of three states, Illinois, Nebraska and Arizona, an honor
accorded to but few, and ulso Tepresented the North Platte District
in Congress, and was Judge from the same distriet, In his early
life he was identified willl the democratic party, but luter became
& populist, and was clected to Congress on that ticket. In his relig-
10us beliefs he was a Baptist, while his wife was an Ipiscopalian.

William Neville married Mollje A. M. Keith, a native of New
York state, their marriage being solemnized in North Platte. Her
father, Morrell Case Keith, was a hotel keeper at Silver Creck, New
York, for many years. Following the trail of the emigrant west-
ward, he scttled in Iowa in the late '50s, and afterward located in
Kansas, living first in Leavenworih and later in Topeka, being
then engaged in the freighting business. Uoming with his family
to North Platte in the '60s, he managed the old Depot ITotel for a
time, after which, in partnership with Guy C. Burton, he engaged
in the cattle business on an extensive seale, continuing his operations
with such eminent suceess that at the time of his death, in 1899, he
was a capitaliss.  Mrs. Mollie 4. ML {Keith) Neville died in early
womanhood, leaving one child, I eith Neville, with whom this
sketch is clueflv concerned. William Neville subsequently married
a second wife, and of that union two children were born, g follows:
William, who died when voung, and Irnie, wife of . M. Reynolds,
a coal merchant in Qmala,

Receiving exceptional educational advantages when voung,
Keith Neville was graduated from Saint John’s College, in Annap-
olis, Maryland, with the clas of 1905. Returning to North Platte,
he assumed the management of the valuable estate of his grand-
father, the late M. (. Keith, and has since devoted his time to his
personal interests when pot emploved in official work. He owns
not only the North Platte Opera House, but other city property of
value, and is vice president of the First National Bank.

In his political adherence Mr. Neville is 2 stalwart democrat, and
has rendered excellent service on the scliool board and in the City
Council. Tn 1916 he was elected governor of the state, and brought
to the oflice the same intelligent force that had made his business
ventures successful, his administration of the affairs of the state
during his one term of office having been highly efficient. Fra-
ternally Mr. Neville is a member of the Ancient I'ree and Accepted
Order of Masons, helonging to Lodse. Chapter and Commandery ;
of the Tndependent Order of Odd Fellows; of North Platte Lodgo
No. 985. Benevolent and Protective Ovder of Elks, of which he is
past exalted ruler. and of the Toval Order of Moose, i

In March. 1908, Mr. Neville was united in marriage with Mary
Virginia Neill. who was harn in Charleston, West Virginia, a dauch-
ter of Dr. William Neill. a prominent physician and surgeon, and
they have fonr children. namels Mary Nelson, Frances Llizabeth,
Virginia Neill and Trnie Morrell. Mr. and Mrs. Neville are con-
sistent membiers of the Tpiscopal Chureh, and liberal contributors
toward its support. ' iy
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Georee B. Dext, M. D. Tt is widely recognized that among the
various protessions and pursuits to which a man may devote his
time and abilities not one is of more importance than” the medical
profession, with which George B. Dent, M. D., of North Platte, is
actively identilied, human destiny from the eradle to the grave be-
ing largely in the hands of the physician, or, maylhap in these days,
of the surgeon. .\ native of Marylund, he was born September 13,
1868, in Saint Mary’s county.

The Doctor’s parents, Robert M. and Laura (Higdon) Dent,
were born in Maryland, where the father, a prosperous agriculturist,
spent his entire life, and where the widowed mother still resides.
They were the parents of cight children, four of whorm are living, as
follows: Laura, wife of Fston W. Hungerford, a truit grower of
Marshall, Maryland; George B., of whom we write: Cora, living
with Ler mother at Townshend, Maryland, and Howard M., prin-
cipal of the high school at Baden, Maryland.

Having acquired his academic and} coliegiate education in his
native state, George B. Dent turned his attention to the study of
medicine, and in 1898 was graduated from the medical department
of the University of Marvland at Baltimore. In the fall of that
year, lured westward by the wonderful reports of the prosperity of
the newer country, Doctor Dent located in North Platte, and the
large and lucrative practice that he has since built up shows that
he made no mistake in coming 1o Nebraska. He makes a specialty
of surgery, in which he is very skillful, and in 1915 further per-
fected himself in that branch of his profession by doing post-
graduate work in a polyclinic institute in New York City.

The Doctor is connected with the North Platte General Hos-
pital, and is financially interested i the Gummer-Dent Drug Com-
pany, which is incorporated, having a capital stock of $15,000, and
18 carrving on a large and extensive business. Politically he is a
republican, and has served as county physician for ten years, and
as city physician eight vears. Fraternailv he is a membher of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows; of North Platte Lodge No. 935,
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and of the Nnights of
Pythias.

Doctor Dent married in 1900 Marie Townsend, who was horn in
Angola, Indiana, a sister of Howard Townsend, of the Supreme
Court of Indiana. Two children have been born of the union of
Doctor and Mrs. Dent. namely: Townsend E., born in 1901, is a
student at Alidland College in Fremont, Nebraska, and George B.,
Jr., a pupil in the North Platte High School.

Evyer Coares. Possessing the qualities necessarv to achieve
suceess in any line of industry, Elmer Coates, of North Platte. presi-
dent and general manager of ihe Coates Lumber and Coal Com-
pany, owes but little to what is termed eood luek, every advarieing
step of his active carcer having been the result of his foresight, in-
tegrity and willing labor. A son of the late Henrv Coates, he was
born Decetnber 17. 1868, in Riehland county, Wisconsin. His
parental grandfather, Francis . Coates;, a native of Yorkshire,
England, immigrated to America when hut sixteen years old,, Io-
cating first in Canada, finally moving to Ohio, and from there going
to Wisconsin, where he spent the elosing vears of his life.

Henry Coates was born in Toronto. Canada, but was brought up
in Ohio, where his parents located when he was four years old.
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Subsequently eoing with the fanily to Wisconsin, he was there enr
ployed in busines as a miller aud humberinan for several veurs,
Comiing to Nebraska in 1883, he took up o homestead elnim in
Keith county, south of Paxtou, und there carried on gencral farming
a number of seasous. Retiving from active labor, he moved to
Sutherland, and there resided unul his deatl.  Ile was 2 staunch
republican in politics, aud very proutinent in the Independent Or-
der of Qdd Fellows, having servud 45 noble grand in Wiscousin, and
in all the locul alfices of the organizutio.. Religiously he and his
wife were valued members of the Methodist Epizcopal Churel,

Henry Coates married in Wisconsin Nitney A, Counor, who was
born in Vireinia, which was also the Lirthplace of her father, 1Tenry
Conunor, one of the carly pioneers of Wisconsin. Mr. Connor moved
with his family from Virginia (o Wisconasin when the country was
practically in its primitive wildness and with John Combs built a
block house as a protection against the Indians, He became very
prominent and influential in public affairs, holding various official
positions.  For manyv years he was justice of the peace, and he rep-
resented his distriet in the fipst territorial legizlature. A man of
strong physique. he attained {he remarkable age of ninety-eioht
years. Of the eight children born of the union of Mr. and M.
Henry Coates. six are living. as follows: V. D, engaged in farming
at Beasonr. 1llinois: Frank. engaged In the lumber business at Suth.
erland, Nebraska: A S, of Sutherland Elmer, the subjeet of this
sketch: Mrs, Frank Coker. whose hushand is o ranchiman in Suther-
land, and Mre, A, L Chase, whase husband iz an aftorney in Lin-
coln.  The mother's death occurred in Sutherland, where she had
lived for severul vears.

Completing lis early studjes in the Excelsior Hiuh Schonl, El-
mer Cantes secured a position with 4 hardware and himber dealer,
and later entered the emplov of C. F. Iddings, an extensive lumber
dealer of Sutherland, this state.  About 1894 Mr. Coates eame to
North Platte to assume the management of the Iddings interests in
this locality, and in his undertakines et with signal success, Buy-
ing the interests of the firm in 1914, Mr. Coates, with a guaranteed
eapital of 100000, arganized the Coates Lumber and Coal Com-
pany, of which he hns since been president and general manager, a
responsible position for whieh his known ability and previous hroad
experience amply qualifv him. Under his wise supervision the
business hag grown rapidly. being now one of the most extensive
and prosperous of its kind in this section of Lineoln county.

Mr. Coates married December 25, 1892, Almeta Bowman. whe
was born in Ohine, a daughter of 8. 8 Bowman, who came with his
family to Nebraska in 1882, and was subsequently engaged in farm.
ing in Tlall connty until his death.  Four children have blessed the
marringe of Mr, und Mps Coates, namely: Fern. wife of H. A.
Chambers. a druegist at Kevstone. Nebraska: Ralph, fperating a
lumber yard at Maxwell, Nebraska. served in the Students’ Train-
ing Camn at Lineoln during the World way- Wilma. a eraduate of
the North Platte High School. is o student at the University of Ne-
braska. and Elmer. Tr.. whe i= still in school.  Religionsly Mr. and
Mre. Coates are esteemed membors of the Preshvierian Church.
Politienllv Mr. Coates is a republican. and fraternally he is @ mem.
ber of the Ancient Free und Accented Order of Masons, being past
master of the Blue Lodge, and a Knight Templar: a member of the
Knights of Pythias, and of the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks.
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Cuartes F. Temere: A braiuy. wide-awake man. allowing
nothing to escape hix attention that might nuprove his buzinesa
methods or advance the welfare of his community, Charles . Tem-
ple holds a position of promiuence nud intuetice wmong the es-
teemed and valued citizens of North Platte. and us a dealer in real
estate and president of the Home Builders' \ssoeiution has heen an
important factor in the upbuilding of the citv. Tle was born in
Washington, Diztriet of Columibia. March 4, 1885, of honored Vir-
ginian stock.

His parents, Charles T and Agnes (O'Fleharty) Tewple, were
born, bred and educated in West Virginia. [Tis father, a gifted mu-
sician, was accidentally killed when a piano which he wus moving
fell upon him. His mother subsequently married for her second
husbuud John W. Rover, and in 1889 seitled in North Platle, Ne-
braska.  Previous to that time Mr. Boyer had worked on the Cody
ranch, and for a while was with the Buflalo Bill Show. From 1859
until 1901 he had the management us foremnan of the Cody ranch,
and is now in the employ of the Union Pacific Railroad Company,
working in the voitnd house.  3Mre. Bover, who wa= born in 1861, 1s
state manager of the Woman’® Benefit Association of the Ladies
Maccabees of the World. and spends much of her time tn Omaha.
She is o bright, active woman, and a member of the Catholic
Church.

Thrown, practically, upon his own resources while yet a boy,
Charles F. Temple has made steady progress along the pathway of
success, and now occupies an honored position among the self-made
men of our times. Leaving the high school when young, he em-
barked in the telephone business under the supervision of George
[ields. Keen of comprehension and quick to learn, he sained the
confidence of his emplovers. and was subsequently made superin-
tendent of the North Platte telephone oflice, serving as such for five
years. Then, after taking a courzse of studv at the North Platte
Commercial College, Mr. Temple studied law for a vear in the
office of J. (. Beeler, in the meantime becoming interested in real
estate and insurance affairs. with which he was actively identified
on his own aceount for ten vears. At the end of that period of
tinmie he became assoeiated with the Fidelity Reserve Life Insurance
Company. which he served as sceretary for two vears. From that
time until March 1, 1920, he was assistant manager of the Minune-
sota Mutual Life Insurance Company. and had charge of the selling
of city realty for the Iollman & Sebastian Agenev. On March 1,
1920, he severed his conneetion with the Minnesota Mutual Life
Insurance Company and aceepied the general agency for western
Nebraska with the Farmers Life Insurance Company of Denver,
Colorado. which position he now holds.

In 1912 Mr. Temple platted the Cody additions and Buffale
Bill's sub-division west of town, a large and valnable addition to the
city, and doring the latter vears of Mrs. Cody's life haul charge of
her real estate intercste. In 1918 he helped organize the North
Platte TTome Builders” Association, Inenrporated. which has a cap-
ital of $25.000. ancd was made itz president. Veryv successful as a
salesman, Mr. Temple handled the Cody additions very skillfully,
selling §22,000 worth of lots within the first ten davs after the
‘property was put on' the market. During the World war he served
as chairman for the countv eomumittee that had charge of the Lib-
erty Bond sale.
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Mr. Temple niarried Augnst 21, 1907, Jennie G., daughter of
J. G. Beeler, and they are the parenis of six children, namely: Ber-
nard B, Joseph G., Dorothy J, Fenna, Agnes and Grace P Re
ligionslv M, Tenple is q worthy imember of the Methodist Chiureh.
Politicallv My Teniple uniformly cas(s his vote in favor of the
democratie farty, and for nine veurs was ity clerk. Fraternally
he is a membher of the Independent Order of 0dd Fellows, of the
Benevolent aud Protective Qrder of Elks, of the Knights of the
Maccabeos, and of t)ie Yeomen of Aneriea,

Freperiexk J. Diexen. Having met with unquestioned suecess
a8 a farmer, real cstate dealer and insurance agent, Frederick J.
Diener, of North Platte, has accumulated a fair share of this world’s
goods, and at {he present srriting is enjoying a well-earned vacation,
He was horn in 1861 in Pennsylvania, and there spent the days of
his childhood and youth.

Mis parents, Jacob and Catherine {Diehl) Diener, were horn
in Germany. came to the United States when very young, and were
married in Pennsvlvania. In 1889 thev came to Nebraska, and
after living a short time in Qtoe eountv bought land ip Lineoln
county, improved a zood farm, on which thev resided until the
death of the father. The mother, now maore than ninety years old,
resides in North Platte. Qf the nine children born of this union,
Albert is dead, those living heing as follows: Louis J., farming on
the old homestead : August. of North Platte, a retired farmer; Laura,
wife of Harrv T. Johnson, of Pennsylvania - Lizzie, wife of Peter
Iloyd, of North Platie- Frederick J, the sutbject of this sketeh;
Henry J., of North Platte, an agriculturist; Georee W., a Lineoln
county farmer. and William H., of whom a sketch may be found
on another page of this work.

Being well trained in the public schools of the Kevstone state,
Frederick J. Diener came with the family to Nebraska in 1889, set-
tling in Otoe county, where he subsequently bought land, and was
actively and profitably emploved as o tiller of the soil until 1908,
Coming to North Plaite in that year, he invested a part of his sur-
plus monev in citv property. and for upward of ten years there-
after was successfully eneaged in the real estate business, doing a
little insuranece as a side issue, his operations being confined largely
to Nebraska. Sinee the spring of 1919 he hag taken things very
leisurely, beine practieallv retired from nctive business cares. When
Mr. Diener heean his career as a farmer he had as his sole capital
one team, a breaking plow, g wagon and ten dollars in eash, Making
judicious uge of these, he hns steadily climbed the ladder of success,
his present prosperons condition being ample proof of his indusiry,
enterprise and business ability.

Mr. Diener married in 1888 Tlizaheth E. Everhart, a native of
Ohio. and thev have one child, Lueretia, wife of T, A Baldwin, 5
veterinary surgeon of Callaway, Nehraska. Mr. and Mrs, Baldwin
have one}hi]d, Tarold Wavne Raldwin. Politieallv idonfiﬁen_] with
the republican party, Mr. Diener served for eight years as citv as
sessor, and is now a member of the City Council. Fraternallvy he
has passed through all the chairs of the Tndependent Order of Odd
Fellows, and has served as captain in the Canton. Religiously Mr.
and Mrs. Diener are faithful members of the Christian Churech.
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Jacou H. CoLrvay, whose life wus con=picuonsly identified with
the agrienltural development of Lincoln county during the carly
history of this region, was uniong the prominent pioneer toilers who
left the impress of their strong characters upou tlie erowth of the
new settlement. Tle was Lorn in Hollaud in June, 1850.

Mr. Colemun was still a lad when lLis father died, and he was
bound out to his uncle, Jacob Coleman. e and his mother, Mrs,
Anna (West) Coleman, subsequently joined this uncle in the United
States. Ilis father had been a farmer in ITolland, and this voea-
tion his uncle took up in New York state, where he continned as an
agriculturist nntil the time of his death. After the demise of his
uncle Jacob II. Coleman severed conneetions with New York and
moved to Illinois, where he found employment as a farm hand and
at other occupations. Tle was energetic and determined. and in mak-
ing the most of his opporiunities was always careful to save a part
of his earnings, so that by the year 1879 he was readv to make a
start on his own account. After carefully canvassing the field, he
decided that the west held out the greatest attractions, and in the
vear mentioned drove through in a wagon to what was then one of
the frontiers, Lincoln eounty. Tlere he took up an unimproved
homestead and hegan his existence with a small tent for a home.
Later this primitive dwelling was replaced by one not much better,
thiz being a sod house 10 by 14 feet. which proved sufficient for his
needs for smme vears. \s time went on he graduallv added to his
improvements. In addition te his homestead he took up a lumber
claim of 1680 acres, all of which join. Taree trees which are now
standing were planted by him, and the buildines erccted bv him
are substantial in character and attractive in appearance. He was
an astute man in business affairs. although alwayvs honorable, and as
a farmer was industrious and enterprising. always alive to the ad-
vancemnents being made in his vocation. TIle developed into one of
the skilled agriculturists of his localitv, and as a raiser of stock
always kept a good grade of cattle and hogs and found a ready and
profitable market for his product.

Mr. Coleman was united in marriage in 1883 with Miss Katie
Hecox, a native of DeWalb county, Illinois, and a daughter of
Thormas H. and Kate {Young) Tlecox, the former a native of New
York and the latter of Toronto, Canada. The parenis of Mrs. Cole
man, who survives her hushand as a resident of the homestead. set-
tled on the Fort Kearnev Reservation in Kearnay county, and there
rounded out long and honorable careers as agriculturists. the father
passing awav at the age of seventv-seven vears and the mother dving
at the ace of eighty-two. Te Mr. and Mrs. Coleman there were born
four children, all of whom reside on the home place with their
mother: Oscar, Farl. Rav and Ethel. Of these children. Ray Cole-
man served in the Third United States Armiv Division during the
great World war.  After spending six months in training at Camp
Funston, he was sent overseas and took part in the great engage-
ment in the Aroonne, where he was wounded in the left elbow. e
was invtlided home on a hospital ship. and received his honorable
diseharge at Camp Dodge. Jacoh H. Coleman was a demacrat in
polities. ITe took no prominent part in publie life, but in his capac-
ity as a private eitizen he ably and faithfullv discharged his respon-
ribilities, and hiz death, which oceurred July 8, 1916, removed from
his community one who had done much to advance its welfare and
who had attracted to himself many friends and well-wishers during
a long and eminently honorable carveer.
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Wiinias TL Diexer. A well-knowu, prosperous and highly
esteerned resident of North Platte, William H. Djener hus been
identified with various interests. und the success whieh has invari-
ably attended his undertakings shows him to be aman of good
Judgment, and vne who keeps in close touel, with the varying con-
ditions of business opportunities. A son of the late Jacob Diener,
he was born in 1868 in Pennsylvania, of German lineave.

A native of Germany, Jacoh Diener came with his parents to
the United States when sjy vears of age, and speut the earlior years
of his life in Pennsvlvania, where for upward of twenty-five years
he was emploved in the coal mines. Coming to Nebraska in 1889,
he first bouglit land in Otoe county, and tle following year pur-
chased o tract of unimproved land in Lincoln county, and on the
homestead which e cleared and improved spent his remaining
vears uz a farmner. having met with very satisfactorv success. At
his death, at the age of seventy-five vears, he left o fine estate. He
married in Pennsylvania Careline Diehl. who came from Germany
to the United States with her parents when a child of four sum.
mers, and to them nine children were born, as follows: Louis i
living on the old home furm - August, of Nerth Platte, o retired
farmer; Laura, wife of Harry 71 Johnsou, operutor of a stationary
engine in Pennsvlvania; Albert. deceased; Lizzie, wife of Peter
Lloyd, of North Piatte; F. J. 4 retired farmer of North Platte; Henry
J., of North Platte. a dairy and fruit farmer: George W., engaged
in farming in Lincoln county; and William {I. The mother, & ven-
erable woman of ninety vears, resides in North Platte. She is a
devout member of the Lutheran Church, to which her husband also
belonged.

Brought up in Otee county, and receiving a high school edu-
cation, William II. Dicner became well trained in the different
branches of agrienlture on the old homestead in Lincoln county,
but farming had no attractions for him, and for four vears he was
emiployed in_ruilroad work, being with the Union Pacific Railroad
Company. Embarking then in merecantile pursuits, he earried on
a substantial business as a shoe dealer in North Platte for ten vears,
In January. 1919, Mr. Diener dizposed of his interests in that line,
and having forted a partnership with W, 1. Barrett, under the
firm name of Diener & Company, has since suceessfully devoted his
time and attention to the real estate and insurance. business, repre-
senling among other well known companies the Equitable Life In-
surance Company.

Mr. Diener has heen twice married. He married first in 18902,
Iattie M. Wilson, who died in 1893, leaving one son, James W
Diener, a ranchman in South Dakota. Mr. Diener married for his
second wife, in 1900, Mary M. Boden, a native of Germany, and
they are the parents of three children, Marie, Evelvn and Louise,
Religiously Mr. and Mrs. Diener are members of the Preshvterian
Chureh. Politicallv Mr. Diener is a republican. Fraternally he is
a member of the Tndependent Order of Odd Fellows. of the Modern
Woodinen of America, and of the Yeomen of Ameriea.

Jazes B. Serastiax.  Tidentified with o business, one might say
profession, that requires superior husiness ability, judgment and
tact, James I3 Sebastian. of North Platte, i= devoting his thought
and energy to its advancement, and is now one of the most prom-
inent and successful life insurance uren to he fonnd within the limits
of thestate. .\ =on of IT. N Sebastian, he was born December n, 18886,
in Carroll county, Missouri. and there arew to man's estate.
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H. N. Sebastian was born .\pril 29, 1857, in Dare county, Ken-
tucky, where his parents settled on leaving their native state. As a
young man he migrated to Missouri, setiling in Carroll county,
where he met with much success in life, for twenty-three years hav-
ing heen one of the best and niost popular auctioneers of his com-
munity, his specialty having been in the sale of high grade cattle.
He has been very suecessful, and since January, 1919, has lived
retired from active pursuits, enjoving a well-earned leisure. His
father, who spent his last vears in Missouri, hud four sons in the
Union Army during the Civil war, James. Thomas, William and
John, three of them being wounded in action. The maiden name
of the wife of H. N. Sebastian was Mary &. Smith. She was born
in Carroll county. Missouri, and has spent her entire life in her
native state, her hirth having occurred May 16, 1866. Of her cleven
children, nine are living, James E. being the only one residing in
Nebraska.

The oldest child of his parents, James E. Schastian was educated
in Missourt, attending the Chillicothe Yigh School a vear, the State
Normal School one year, and then taking an eighteen months’ corn-
mercial course. He hegan life as clerk in a general store in Roads,
Missouri, but afterward entered the employ of an uncle, C. E.
Sprose, aud under his training obtained a practical knowledee of the
real estate and insuranee business. Thus equipped, Mr. Sebastian
came to Nebraska in 1903, locating in Holdredee, where for a time
he was ageut for the Bankers Life Insurance Company of Lincoln.

Removing to Chappell, Nebraska, in 1905, Mr. Sebastian em-
barked in the real estate business, and also handled life and fire
insurance, working first for the New York Life Insurance Company,
then for the Michigan Mutual Life Insurance Company for two
years, after which Le became district agent for the Minnesota Mu-
tual Life Tnsurance Company of St. Paul, Minnesota, the district
over which he had control covering nine counties. In 1911 he sold
his real estate and fire insuranee ageney for $2,000, and in August
of that year, at the urgent solicitation of the Life Company, who
offered to pay all of his expenses for moving, he came to North
Platte and opened the J. E. Sebastian Agency, which is carrying on
a substantial and extensive business. During the first year of its
existence this ageney, which works in thirty-two counties, wrote
$240,000 worth of insurance. Mr. Sebastian subsequently secured
other agents, having now thirty-six local agents and twelve full
time men under his control, and in 1918 the agency wrote $356,-
000 worth of insurance, $264,000 worth being personal. In May,
1917, the company made Mr. Sebastian manager of all Nebraska
counties excepting Douglas and Lancaster. In January, 1918, his
territory was reduced to those counties west of Buffalo ecounty. With
the agency Mr. Sebastian wrote in 1918 $475,000 worth of insur-
ance, $254.000 worth having been personal: the agency now aver-
ages two million dollars worth of new business a year, Mr. Sebes-
tian himself having written £314,500 worth from Septerber, 1918,
nntil Septeraber 1. 1919, making him a member of his company’s
Two Hundred Theusand Dollar Club for two consecutive years.

Mr. Sebastian married August 18. 1908, Ethel C. Feming, a
native of Bedford, Pennsvivania. Three children have been born of
their union, namely: James Dolan. born September 29, 1910;
Gladys C.. born July 19, 1913, and Stanley William, born Febru-
ary 13, 1919. Religiously Mr. Sebastian is an active member of
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the Lutherun Church, being a member of the church council and
building conunittee and president of the Lutheran Brotherhood.
Politically lie is a demoerat. Fraterually Le is u wember and past
rrand of the Independent Order of Qi Fellows, u member of the
tnights of Pvthias, and of the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks. Aside from Leing o member of the firm and general man-
ager of the [Tollman & Schustiun Agency, with a number of other
ersonal interests and a direetor of the North Platte TTome Builders,
neorporated, which wus organized with i capital of $25,000 on
July 1, 1919.

J. CarL HoLLyax, Energetie, enterprising and progressive, J.
Car] Hollman, of North Plate, holds a noteworthy position in the
legal circles of Lincoln county, and is widely known in the real
estate and insurance world as head of the Hollman & Sebastian
Ageney, which is carrying on a large and flourishing business. He
was born in North Platte September 15, 1887.

John D. Hollman, his father, was born in Germany in 1850,
and as a young lad immigrated to the United States. Coming to
Nebraska in the latter part of the '60s. he was first a eow puncher,
and subsequently had charge of the “E. W.” Ranch for a number
of years. Loenting in North Platte, he was successfully engaged in
the hardware husiness with Joseph Hershey until his death in
1895, while yet in the prime of life. e was a republican in poli-
tics, and belonged te the Presbvterian Church. He married Maude
Welch, a native of Towa, and the subject of this sketch was their
only ehild.

Attending the public schools of North Platte until after he had
passed through the ceventh grade. J. Carl Hollman entered the
State University of Towa at [owa City, and was graduated from its
literary department in 1909, and from its law department in 1911.
Being admitted to the bar very soon afterward, Mr. Hollman was
engaged in the practice of his profession with J. G. Beeler for two
vears, but has since practiced hy himself, and well deserves the
reputation he has carned as heing one of the most able and skillful
lawyers of this section of the conntry. In 1916 Mr. Hollman em-
barked in the rexl estate and insurance business, beeoming asso-
cinted with James F. Scbastian, and, as senior member of the firm
known as the Tollman & Sebastian Agency, has built up an exten-
sive and highly remuncrative business. He is also connected ag a
member of the board of directors with the North Platte Home
Builders, an association farmed and incorporated in 1919 for the
purpose of building homes on the plan put in use by the building
and loan associations.

Mr. Hollinan married in 1913 Claire L. Neiman, of Tipton,
Towa. and theyv have two children, Louise and Dorothy. TBoth Mr.
and Mrs. ITilliran are consistent members of the Presbyvterian
Church, and he has heen for several vears president of the Board of
Trustees.  Politically Mr. ITollman supports the principles of the
republican party by voice and vole. Fraternally he is a wember
of the Ancient Tree and Accepted Order of Masons. of the Inde-
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, of the I{niaehts of I’ytlua;,, and of
the Denevolent and Protective Order of Klks. Always interested
in advaneing the interests and welfare of the young people, Mr.
Tlolliman was for several vears scout master for the Boy Scouts, and

is now scout cornmissioner for North Platte.
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H. .\, Brooks. Euach nman who strives to fulfill his part in con-
nection with hwnan life and human aetivities is deserving of reeog-
nition, whatever may be his field of endeavor, and it is the function
of works of this nature to prepare for future generalions an anthen-
tic record eoncerning those represented in ity pages, and the value
of such a publication is certain to be eumulutive for ail time to
come, showing forth the individual and specitic accomplishments
of which generie history is ever engendered. 'The record of the
gentieman whose nume forms the caption to tlese paragraphs is
well worthy of mention, for he hLas exhibited thiose qualities of char-
aeter which have commended him to the confidence and estecm of
the entire community.,

I. A, Brooks is a native of the old Keystone state, having heen
born in Pennsvlvania on March 7, 1888, and is the son of T. J. and
Sarah (Martin) Brooks, both of whem were also natives of Penn-
sylvania, where they were reared to maturity and were married.
In 1890 they moved to Cozad, Dawson county, Nebraska, but a year
later they returned to their native state. In 15895 they again came
to Nebraska and homesteaded a tract of jand near Cozad. To the
improvement and cultivation of this tract the father applied him-
sell until 1910, when he moved to Julesbure, Colorado, where he
engaged in the operation of a garage for ahout two yvears, or until
1912, in the fall of which vear he came to North Plaite, where Le
has since resided. Here he is empioved mostly at carpenter work.

Politieallv he is a_supporter of the demoeratic party, while fra-
ternally he is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America. He
and-his wife are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church and arve
highly respected in this community. Their union was blessed in
the birth of six children, namely: O. J., who is engaged in the elec-
trical repair business: H. ., the immediate subject of this review;
Mary, who hecame the wife of Clinton Nichols, a farmer at Cook,
Nebraska: John, who is engaged in the automobile tire repair busi-
ness at Gothenburg, Nebraska: Marearet beeanie the wife of Garry
Hotelling, an emplove of the American Express Company at North
Platie;: David is connected with the Willard Service Station in
North Platte.  H. A. Brooks received his edueational training in
the public sehools of Gothenburg, Nebraska. graduating from the
high sehool in 1902, Soon afterward he applied himself to a study
of photographv with the idea of devoting himself to that art, being
emploved in a studio at Lexington, Dawson county, for some time.
In 1912 he came to North Platte and established his present studio,
which in every respect is up-to-date and equipped for the best class
of work. Mr. Brooks is an artist by instinet, as is abundantly evi-
denced by the superb quality of the work produced by him, and his
repntation for careful. conscientious and thoroughly artistie work
has drawn to him 2 large patrenage from a wide radius of surround-
ing country. He hegan here in a modest way. his business aniount-
ing to an average of about two hundred deollars a month, but he now
commandes from twelve to fifteen times that much husiness, and his
work 1= found in practically every localitv in this section of the
state.

On Octoher 3. 1912, Mr, Bronks was married to Leta Loan, who
is a native of Nehraska. and to them have been horn two children,
Harold and George Trwin. DPolitieally Mr. Brooks is independent,
giving his support to those candidates which meet with his ap-
proval, regardless of party lines. ITe and his familv are members
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. while fraternally he is a mem-
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ber of the Ancient Free und Accepted Musous. In all that consti-
tutes good citizenship Lie is a worthy example and uone stands higher
in the conlidence und esteent of tlie people than he, for he has ever
stood for the best things in the community life, giving his support
cousistently for everything which promized to advunce the material,
civie or moral welfare of {he community.

MarsutarLe E. Scorr. The office of biographer is not to give
voice (0 a an’s modest estimate of hitnself and his accomplish-
ments, but rather to leave upon the record the verdict establishing
his character by the consensus of opiniou on the part of his neigh-
bors and feliow citizens. In touching upon the life history of the
subject of this sketch the writer aims to avoid fulsome encomium
and extravagan{ praise; vet he desires to hold up for consideration
those facts which have shown the distinetion of a true, useful and
honorable life—a life churacterized by perseverance, energy, ability
and well defined purpose. To do this will be but to reiterate the
dietunt pronounced upon the mnan by the people among whom he
1s best known. :

Marshall . Seott was born in Port Republic, Virginia, on Qec-
tober 5, 1881, and is the son of George L. and Edmonia (Ewan)
Seott, both of whom also were natives of the Old Derminion state.
They grew to maturity there and were married. In 1883 they moved
to Cuba, Illinois, where the father engaged in farming and stoek
raising, and also beeame interested in tle milling business. They
still reside at Cuba. Thev became the parents of four children,
namely: Marshall E., the immediate subject of this sketeh ; Carrie,
who hecame the wife of C. E. Baylor, president of the State Bank of
Cuba, Illinois; R. A., who is viee president of the Farmers State
Bank at Sutherland. Nebraska: Martha V., the wife of Halbert
Mighell, who is a grain merchant at Lanesboro, Towa. George L.
Scott gives his support to the democratic party and is an influential
citizen in his conmnmunity,

Marshall 2. Scott received his edueational training in the publie
schools of Cuba, Illinois, to which place the family moved swhen he
was about two years old. ITe then took a course in the Gem City
Business Colleae at Quiney, Illinois. and immediatelv thereafter
obtained a position in the Farmers State Bank, now the First Na-
tional Bank of Cuba. where he remained until 1911, when he came
to North Platte and became the first cashier of the newly organized
Ulatte Valley State Bank, which positon he has filled to the present
time, to the entire satisfaction of the bank officials and the patrons
of that institution. This bank has enjoved a splendid arowth. being
now numhered among the strong and influential financial institu-
tions of {his community, and much of the success is due direetly to
the personal efforts and business ahility of its cashier, He devotes
himself closelv to the interests of the hank. and is considered a man
of sound business judement and keen foresight, He is also inter-
ested in and a director of several other hanks in this section of the
state, ineludine those at Sutherland. Wallace, Dickens, Paxton and
Maxwell,

In 1906 Mr. Seott was united in marriace with Winifred B
Beeler, and to them have heen horn two children, Teeler, aged
twelve vears, and Virginia. aged ten vears. Politieally Mr. Seott
gives his support to the demoeratic party and takes an intelligent
Interest in public affairs. e gives his support to every movement
which promises to advance the material, civic and moral interests
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of the community. He is a member of the Methedist Episcopal
Church, while fraternally he iz a member of the Independent Order
of 0dd Fellows, being treasurer of the subordinate lodge, and of
Lodge No. 983, Denevolent and Protective Order of Llks. Ile is a
splendid example of the virile, progressive business man who be-
lieves in doing well whatever is worth doing at all; broadminded and
public spirited, and becanse of these qualities and his affable dispo-
sition in his relations with his fellow men, he enjoys the confidence
and good will of all who know him.

J. Guy Swore. The early life of J. Guy Swope of North Platte
dates back to historic ground, the battle of Gettysburg having been
a decisive one in the Civil war. ITe was born February 7, 1886, in
Getivsburg, Penusylvania.  His relatives still live there. Ile is a
son of E. B. and Lauretta (Gelbach) Swope, both of whom are na-
tives of Gettysbure. The father iz a merchant engaged in the sale
of shoes and clothing, and has had one location for fifty years. At
the time of the birth of J. Guy Swope the family lived 1n the house
that had been the headquarters of General Meade at the time of the
battle of Gettysburg.

There were eleven children born in the Swope family at Gettys-
burg, although only five are living: Ella, the widow of Dr. J. E.
Glenn, lives in Gettysburg; Walter R. is a wholesale butcher in
Baltimore: J. Guy Swope, who relates the family history, lives in
North Platte: Stanley S is a special detective for the Pennsylvania
Railway and lives in Baltimore; Alice is the wife of Stanley Schef-
fer and lives on a farm near Gettvsburg. The Gettysburg family
of Swopes are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the
father 1z 2 member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He
is a republican and has been a representative in_the Pennsylvania
State T.egislature. Fe is a son of Celonel Rufus €. Swope, who was
an officer in the Civil war.

J. Guy Swope’s first experience in business was in a grocery in
Indian Territory in 1899 with his uncle. He remained there three
vears, coming from there to North Platte, and worked onec year on a
farm before he took a clerkship in the Yellow Front Shoe Store.
Three vears later he went from the Yellow Front Shoe Store to the
Star Clothing Company, where he began buying stock. and in 1908
he became a joint owner (see E. J. VanDerhoof sketch) and secre-
tarv of the business, and today he has a wide business aequaintance
in Lincoln county. 2

Tn 1908 Mr. Swope married Margaret Cooper, of North Platte.
The father died while on a visit in England. but the mother is a
resident of North Platte. The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Swope
are: Emma Touise. Lanra Tucile and J. Donald. They worship
with the Fpiscopalians and he belongs to the Benevolent and Pro-
tective Order of Rlks and Tndependent Order of Odd Fellow Lodges.
He has filled all the chairs in the loeal lodze and is now Grand Sen-
jor Warden of Nebraska. THe is soon to become a Grand Patriarch
in the order. While Mr. Swope has sacial obligations, he devotes
himself strictly to the business of the Star Clothing Company. Tt
is anather example of the adviee given the young men of America
by Horace Greeley: “Go west, young man, and grow up with the
country.”

Erxest T. Traxr. While the business was started in a small
way and had to he developed, Erest T. Tramp now conducts a
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splendid mercantile business i, North Platte.  For fifteen vears
Mr. Tramp hax been a member of the North Platte Chamber of Com-
merce, and he hus been a meniber of the library hourd from the
time the library was opened in North Platte. He was borne \pril
7, 1867, in Germany, and lLie was twelve vears old when he came
with his mother to the United States. e bears the full name of
his father, Ernest 7. Tramp, who was killed in the war of 1871 in
the German army. The motlier had the same family naime, Wil-
helmina Trainp, ‘before she was the wife of E. T Tramp in Ger-
many., )

Ernest T. Tramp had one full sister, Marie, who is now Mus,
Vongarine. She lives in Wiseonsin on a farm, His mother mar-
ried again in Germany. She is the wife of Ferdinund Tanger. They
first located in VWiseonsin when they eame to America, but since
1907 they have lived retired in North Platte. They were farmers in
Wisconszin.  The family all belong to the Fivangelical Lutheran
Church.

While Mr, Tramnp was partly educated in Germany, he began
his life activitics in America on a farm ip Wisconsin.  When he
first visited North Platte he was prospecting for land on which the
family might file a homestend claim, and the Tanger family lived
nine years on this land and then returned to Wisconsin, In 1909
they returned to North Piatte to end their duys in quietude,

In 1897 Mr. Tramp opened grocery store in North Platte,
which hLe owned and operated until 1918 "when he sold it and en-
gaged execlusivelv ip dry goods and ready-to-wear clothing, OQp
January 22, 1919, in partnership with his sons, Mr. Tramp bought
a shoe stock, and they operate a separate store. In 1889 Mr. Tramp
married Matilda Pohlmeyer, who was born in Hanover, Germany.,
She is a daughter of Carl and Julia (Bravos) Pohlmeyer, her par-
ents coming from Germany in 1881 to the United States. They
homesteaded in Linceln county, and in turn their children did the
sume thing, all of them acquiring homes in Nebraska from the
United States government. The mother died on the farm, while
the father died in the home of M. Tramp in North Platte.

Mr. and Mrs. Tramp have two sons. Herhert, associated with Jyis
father in business, marrjed Grace Ritner. Thev have one daugh-
ter, Gladvs Margaret. Arthur enlisted in the United States Navv in
July, 1918, and served unti] after the Armistice. ITé married Oneta
Krauss, Ar. Tramp is a member of the Free and Accepted Ma-
song, a Roval Areh Mason, and of the Independent Order of Qdd
Fellows of North Platte. Aside from his work for the eommunity
in the Chamber of Commerce a3 a member of the Library Board. Le
has for fiftecn vears been a member of the Sehool Board, and while
he is an active business man, few men devote more time to public
welfare,

Cuarres S. Crixtox. There 1s both Connecticut and Michi-
gan atmesphere in the life story of Charles 8. Clinton, the North
Platte jeweler and watelimaker.  While he dates back to 1867 in
Grand Rapids, Michigan, his parents. Joseph and Louise {Bliss)
Clinton. both came there from New Haven, Connecticut. While in
Grand Rapids the father conducted a butcher business, and the son
attended publie sehool, and at the age of fourteen he entered o jes-
elry store.  When he was nineteen vears old he came from Grand
Rupids to North Piatte.
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It was in 1886 that Joseph Clinton and his fumily located in
Nebraska, buying a ranch west of North Platte, where he lived for
several veurs. Ilis death occurred after they had retired to North
Platte, and the niother died while on a visit to Denver. Their living
children are: Benjumin C. Chinton, of Long Beach, California, who
is in the railroad business, and Charles 8. Clinton, who enrolls the
family in the history of Lineolu county. The parents were Epis-
copalians, und the father was a Mason. The political faith is re-
publicanizm.

Charles 8. Clinton had given five years of apprenticeship as a
Jeweler hefore eoming to North Platte, where he first worked for
Louis Theloek as a salestnan and expert workman, and then for a
time he was with his father on a ranch. After a few months he
returned to North Plutte and worked at a jeweler's bench on his
own account in a furniture store. He opened his first real store in
1886 with a small stock. hut the business incrensed and since that
time there has beeu a Clinton jewelry store in North Platte. Mr.
Clinton is a good watchmaker himnself and only employs expert
workmen. Repair work is a specialty at the Clinton Jewelry Store.

In 1888 Mr, Clinton married Augusta D. Kusterer, who was
also from Grand Rapids. Their children are: Irma, wife of Arthur
MeNamara, of Oakland, Califernia, who is in the oil business on
the Pacifiec Const, but while a resident of North Platte he wus presi-
dent of the First National Bank; C. P, Clinton, who is now con-
nected with his father’s jewelry store, entered the service of his
country 1n 1917 in the United States Navy, had his training
in California. and was overseas in the Marine Hospital Corps: Hilde-
garde is the wife of Dean Richard=on. who has a farm in Oklahoma
and who was stationed at Fort Riley while in the service, and she was
a nurge at Fort Rilev and at Tort Graut.

Mr. Clinton has heen senior and is now junior warden in the
Episeopal Church. He is a Mason and a member of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks, and votes the republican ticket.
While some attention is given to social life, his first thouoht is for
the success of the business at the Clinton Jewelry Store in North
Platte. Tt has grown from a bench in a furniture store to its pres-
ent prosperous business, and eternal vigilance has been the price of
Mr. Clinton’s success,

Proressor Winzox Tour, superintendent of the North Platte
public schools, has always lived in Nebraska. although not always
m Lincoln county. e was boarn, in 1876, in Clay county. His par-
ents are J. A. and Celestia (Gray) Tout, the father a native of In-
diana and the mother of Towa. They were married in 1872 at Sut-
ton, Nebraska.

J. A. Tout was a carpenter and worked at the trade while his
wife homesteaded and proved her claim on a farmstead near York.
They had seven children, the oldest heing Professor Wilson Tout.
Fred is a painter and paperhanger in Minnesota. George is a drug-
mist at York. AMarch is manager of a moving picture show at York.
Clinton is an automobile dealer in Culifornia.  \be 1s in the moving
picture business with his brother Marsh, at York. Mildred is the
wife of Lieutenant Oxley. of ort Dodee, Towa. He had his train-
ing at Camp Meade. hut he is now out of the service.

Professor Tout had his high sehool education at York and was
a teacher before he entered the University of Nebraska. He taught
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near York, recciving twenty-nine dollars a month for his service,
but later he Lad charge or the Ctica public school for gwo yours.
From there he went 1o Dunbyr and remained six years. In 1007
Professor "Tout came 1o Nortl, Platte us principal of the high school,
but at the end of the first year he was made the city schools syperin-
tendent. There ure six separate schools with: fifty-two teachers un-
der his management. There is an enrollment of about 1,500 pupils
in the North Platre publie schools.

In Mareh, 1903, Professor Tout married Nell Harrison, of York,
and their children are Harrison and Rebecca. The family belongs
to the Methodist Epizenpal Chureh. Professor Tout is a member of
the IF'ree and Aceepted Masons in Nortl Platte, and is a Yeoman. He
is a member of the Musicians’ Union and plays both in the band and
in orchestra. Tle is independent in polities and devotes all of his
lime to edueational interests,

Trusax D. TinGLEY. Of the suprenie agencies which mold the
tendencies and heckon most ersistently to the mind of vouth, none
exceed in potency the exnmpFe of those who already have fought the
battles of life and passed on to the higher award. And who shall
say that the great lesson in the Jife of a good and capable man, next -
to the intelligen:t application of the forces within Lim for the beneft
of mankind in general, is not the encouragement disseminated by his
rise fromt obseurity 10 prominence. These reflections are brought
foreibly to mind in the earveer of the late Truman D. Tingley, whose
devotion to the science of farming won him a competence and g
business reputation throughout Lincoln county.

Mr. Tinglev was born in Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania, in
1832, a son of Naaman Tingley, who passed most of his lLife in
that state. Naaman Tingley was 1 prominent and mfluential farmer
in Pennsylvania, where he was one of the founders of ITarvard
Township, and also served for some years as Justice of the peace of
that community, where he was one of the leaders of the democratic
party.  Truman D. Tingley received his edneation in the public
schools of Pennsyvlvania, and was still o young man when he eame
to Nebruska, first buving g pre-eniption in Lineoln county. Later
he homesteaded a property, and on this the remainder of lLis life
was passed, his death occurring December 17, 1910. He was always
a farmer and livestock raiser, and during a long period of vears his
industry was such as to eain him a splendid income and to place him
among the financially - independeni men of Lis community. He
participated in the development that changed the whole appearance
and condition of Lincoln county, and himself advanced from the
ownership of a dugout to the occupancy of a modern residence.
Public-spirited and progressive. he joined in any enterprise calenlated
to advance the prosperity or happiness of the men, women and chil-
dren who came within the range of his environment.

In 1860 Mr. Tinglev married Lovisa Bailey, who was born in
Pennsvlvania. a daughteér of Charles 8§ and Nancy (8tone) Bailev.
natives of Rhade Island and farming people in Pennsylvania, where
hoth died. He was a democrat and they were members of the Bap-
tist Church. Of their cight ehildren onlv two, Mrs. Tingley and =z
hrother, Nathan W._. are living. Three children were horn to Mr.
and Mrs. Tinglev: Viola, the widow of Willitam Millard, of Wiscon-
sin; Eleanor, the wife of John Brady. a farmer of Dawson connty,
Nebraska: and Clvde C., who is engaged in farming in Lincoln
county. Mrs. Tingley still survives her husband and makes her
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residence on the original faily honwestead. She hias numerous
friends in this coomunity and 15 widely known for her muny ster-
ling traits of character. She'is a womnan of superior intellect and
edueation. being o graduate of Waverly Acwdemy, Pennsylvania,
and is a fmithful wember of thie Baptist Church, to whieh her late
husband also belonged. Ile was a democrat in polities, and at one
time served as a justice of the peace.

TroyMas F. Hearey. Enterprising, industrious and far-seeing,
Thomas F. Healey is actively identificd with some of the leading
interests of North Platte, and as a dealer in real estate has handled
many large and valuable pieces of -¢ity, town and ecounty property.
A son of Luke F. Healey, he was born April 30, 1874, at Fort Me-
Pherson, Lincoln countv, Nebraska, in the house that “Buftalo
Bill” ever called home.

Born in Ireland, Luke F. Healey came to America when young,
and zerved as a soldier during the Civil war, having been a wnem-
ber of the SBeventy-second New York Volunteer Infantry. Coming
to Lincoln county. Nebraska, July 4. 1866, as a soldier, he took
up & homestead claim, and for many vears devoled his ranch to
the raising of cattle. In 1851 he moved to North Platte, where he
still resides, for a long time, however, retaining the management
of his valuable ranch. A democrat in polities, he has taken great
interest in public affairs, and for two vears, from 1886 until 1888,
was sheriff of Lincoln county. He married and had one child,
Thomas F.

After completing his early studies in the North Platte High
Sehool Thomas F. Healey began life for himself as a dealer in real
estate. His ventures not proving as profitable as he had hoped,
he was employed in railroad work for several vears. Subsequently,
in partnership with . M. Souder, he opened the Liberty Land
Office, and has since carried on an extensive and thriving business
in real estate, many of hiz transactions involving large sums of
noney.

Mr. Healev married in 1900 Catherine Barker, who was horn in
Ilinois, and into their home two children have been born, Darrell
and Catherine. True to the relicious faith in which they were
reared, Mr. and Mrs. Healey are members of the Catholic Church.
Although he has alwayvz voted the democratic ticket, Mr. TTealey is
rather independent in his pelitieal views, supporting all beneficial
measures but never seeking public office. Fraternally he is a mem-
ber and exalted ruler of North Dlatte Lodge No. 983, Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks.

Dr. Joux 8. Statars. It was the privilege of Dr. John 8. Simms
of North Platte to be “Somewhere in I'rance” for ten mwonths in
his overseas service in Base Hospital No. 49 in the surgical service
representing the University of Nehraska Unit in the war of the
nations.  Te entered the service in February, 1918, and was dis-
charged May 20, 1919, when he returned to his practice in North
Platte.

Doctor Simms is a native Nebraskan. having been born Novem-
ber 24, 1883, at Alma. He is a son of B. M. and .Alice (Schick)
Simms, the father from New Jerser and the mother from Mary-
land. Thev eame to Nehraska in 1879, the father owning a drug
store in Alma for many vears. At the time of his death, August 31,
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1819, he was in the drug business at Hustings. Doctor Simms was
the first born ehild, and he has a Lrother, David Simms, now en-
guged in the drug business in Hasting-.

In its early history the Sitams family were Methodists, and
the mother, who still Lives, is u member of that church. The father,
B. M. Simmng, was a Mason, Knight Templar, and &hriner. He served
both as a representative and senator in the Nebraska Legislature,
elected by the democratic party. e was nctive in local polities and
was once mayor of Alma. The sons were educated there, Doctor Simms
having graduated from the Alma High School in 1901, and from the
Oniaha Colleve of I'harmacy two yeurs later. He eraduated from
the University of Nebraska in 1909, and in 1911 he graduated from
Rush Medical College. e served as iuterne in the Cook County
Hospital for eighteen months, and January 1, 1914, Doctor Simms
began the practice of medicine in North Platte.

In 1912 Daoctor Simms married Fenne Beeler (See sketeh of
J. G. Beeler), and their children are: Alice Ruth. John, Jr, and
Thomas C. The Doctor is a Mason, Knight Templar and Shriner,
and he has served as prelate in the Templar Lodge. He is a mem-
ber of the Bencvolent and Protective Order of Elks, and in his col-
lege days he was a member of the Phi Gamima Delta Fraternity
and the P’hi Rho Sigma medical fraternity, and the T. N. E.

Doctor Simms now holds the appointment of city physician,
the position heing given him as a democratic recognition. As g
* practitioner his specialty is surgerv. When the war ended he had
no further mission to serve overseas and hastened back to North
Platte to the practice suspended in his absence.

Casstus M. Avstix. While most of his life has been spent in
Nebraska, Cassius M. Austin, the North Plaite jeweler, was born
in Chanuahon, Illinois. Horace Austin, the father, was a Cana-
dian who came to Illinois as a vouns man. and there hc married
Nareissa Leach, who had come from Ohio. Ile was a building con-
tractor and crossed the great plains in 1858 in the vicinity of North
Platte. He went to Denver, where he erected the first ghantv in the
town. In the early *70= he returned to Lincoln county, and lived
for a time in North Platte. For fifteen vears he lived on o farm,
but he spent the last seven vears of his life in Denver.

The four out of seven children born in the Austin familv liv-
ing today are: Judge Austin. who i3 a carpenter in North Platie;
Mrs. Tarry Dixon. of North Platte: Cassins M. Austing, who relates
the famnily historv; and Ms, Charles Marvin, of Sucar City, Colo-
rado. The mother was a membher of the Methodist Chureh and the
futher was a very ardent republican.

C. M. Austin was educated in North Platte, and as a boyv he
entered a jewelry store as a clerk. In time he learned the trade,
and he remained in one store 1614 vears. In 1916 Mr. Austin
slarted in business for himself. ITe has an up-to-date jewelrv =tore
on Front street in North 'latte. and has huilt up a very satisfaectory
business there. e earries jewelry of all kinds, and the repair busi-
ness has assumed immense proportions.

On May 12, 1915, Mr. Austin married Zetta Revnolds (see
sketeh of B. M. Reynolds), and they bave one daughter, Mary
Elizabeth. Ar. Austin i= a member of the Benevolent and Pro-
tective Order of Elks, the Independent Order of Odd Tellows, and
he has passed all the chairs in the Knights of Pythias Lodge.

~
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Bert M. Revxorps.  While some fanilies leave it all to the
carpenter when they are readv to build a house, others consult
Bert M. Revnolds. the North Platte architect, and there is a differ-
ence in results. Mr, Revoolds is a native Nebraskan, having bheen
born Muarch 6, 1873. in Butler county. He is a son of Foster M.
and Charlotte E. (Reed) Reyuolds.’ The parents were born in
Pennsylvunia.

In 1865 Foster M. Reynolds came to Nebroska and home
steaded in Butler county. When he had proved up ou the land he
returned to Pennsylvania, married a voung woman and hrought
her to the frontier, and they lived on this-hoemestead till three sons
were horn, and in 1876 the mother dicd there. Their children are-:
LEdgar C. Reynolds, on a ranch npear Kearney: Bert M., who relates
the family history; and Secott, who is a ranchman near North
Platte.

The Revnolds family were members of the Methodist Church
and the father was a member of the Ancient Order of United Work-
men. e was an active prohibitionist and a member of the State
Prohibition Central Committee. He died in 1903. Mr. Reynolds
married for his second wife, Mary E. Crunley, and there were
six children born. and those living are: J. LeRoy Reynolds, who
is a ranchman at Motlev, Minnesota. his mother with him there;
Winifred is the wife of Alexander Petre, a clothing merchant in
Sheridan, Wyoming; Mabel is decensed; Zetia is the living wife of
Cash Austin, the North Platte jeweler; Carl lives in Minnesota;
Sarah lives with the Petres in Wyoming.

Bert M. Reynolds supplemented his eommon school education
by studyving in the State University at Lincoln, in the Lincoln
Business College, the Lincoln Normal and in the Weslevan Uni-
versity there. In his second year at Weslevan University he began
& course in architecture, and continued his work in engineering, but
misfortune overtook him and he did not finish it. He was inter-
ested with a brother in some cattle on the Van Broclin Ranch in
" Lincoln county, and a evelone killed seventcen head of them, and
the college student had to po to work without completing his stud-
ies. Ie started in a small way asg an architect, contracting work in
Kearney and other emall towns and in the country before locating
m North Platte.

There is an old saving about the school of experience being the
hest teacher, and in 1910, when he located in North Platte, Mr. Rey-
nolds had no diffieulty securing contracts and has always had his
share of the construction. work in the community. His first job
was a garage, and he has been the architeet for the Jefferson school,
the Mutuai Building and Loan Association, the two McCabe hotel
buildings, the Junior High School, the Twinem Building, the Rey-
nolds Building, the Hendy and Ogier Garages and a great many
buildings all along the Union Pacifie, and numerous smaller build-
ings in North Platte.

The Revnolds Terrace was built in 1917-18. having six flats, all
separate apartments. Tt is of frame and stueco and one of the
attractive residences in the city. In 1912 AMr. Revnolds married
Jessie Blankenberg, a daughter of Edward Blankenberg, who came
to North Platte in the time of the Indians in the community, and
he ended his days in the city. Ile was engaged in the harness and
hardware trade.  Mzrs. Blankenberg, of whom more complete men-
tion will be found on other pages of this volume, still lives in North
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Platte.  Mr. and Mrs. Revnolds have one daugliter, Charlotte Wil-
helmina. .

While Mr. Reynolds is a Methodist his wife is a Preshyvterian,
and their missionary contributions 2o both ways In carrying the
gospel to the rest of the world Ile belongs to the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows and the Yeomen. Ile 18 an independent
republican—the man above the party. While he had no capital in
the besinning, he has enjoved prosperity from the beginning of
his business venture in North Platie.

Greeert D. Gorpsmita.  In all the relations of life Gilbert D.
Goldsmith. one of the substantial and well-known citizens of Lin-
coln county, has proved signallv true to every trust. JTe Las spent
many vears in this state, and he has been suceessful in his husi-
ness affairs, building up, through his close appleation and careful
ranagement, a valuable landed estate and accumulated a compe-
tency, so that, now the snows of old age have settled on him. he can
spend his last yvears in peace, quiet and plenty, at the same time
enjoving the zood will and esteem of all who Lnow him, for his
life has heen lived in accord with sound ethics and a due regard as
to his relations with the world ahout him.

Gilbert ID. Goldsmith is a native of Adams county, Iilinois,
where he was born on October 7, 1841, and he is the son of Gilhert
and Abigail (Durfee) Goldsmith. both of whom were born in New
York state. Both parents died when the snbject of this sketeh was
quite voune. Thev were the parents of seven children, of whom
two are living, Gilbert D. and Mrs. Eliza Dean. of Olklahoma
City, Oklahoma. Gilbert D. Goldsmith was reared and educated
in Adams countr, Illinois. and thereafter he zave his atten-
tion to the voeation to which he had been reared, that of agri-
ulture.  In the fall of 1888 he came to Nebraska locating first in
Cass county. where he entered and proved up a homestead farm.
Subsequentlv he moved to Polk county, this state. where he pur-
chased land and farmed until 1909. Fe was successful in his busi-.
ness affairs. being practical and up-to-date in his methods. sa that
when in 1909 he eamc to Lincoln county he was ahle to buv 320
acres of excellent Iand in section 8, township 13. ranee 21, where
he lived until Februarv. 1920, when he removed to North Platte.
Mr. Gold=mith does not. however. now give much personal atten-
tion to the active management of his farm. the details of which
have been taken over by his son Harrv. The land is devoted to
general farming and stockraising and the place is characterized by
the best of improvements. all of which are of a substantial and
convenient eharacter.

Ar. Goldsmith has been married twice; first to Luey Black,
whose death acenrred in 1878, To this unien were horn six chil.
dren. namelv: Mrs. Ahhie Richard. who is living in Palk eounty,
Nebraska: Mrs. Marv Harris, of Ashland. Nehraska: Charles. of
Cass connty. Nehraska: Mrs. Rose Ellintt. of Omaha. Nehraska:
Mrs. Alta Tohneon. alse of Omaha: and Mrs. Fannie Lewis. of
St. .Toseph, Missouri. TIn Cass countv, this state. Mr. Goldsmith
married for his second wife Felen Revan. a native of McLean
county. Tllinois. and the dauchter of Abel and Catherine (Flamn)
Bevan. hoth of whom alsa were natives of ITlinnis, Her parents
were farmers in TMlinais. hut suhsequently moved to Case connty,
Nehraska. and took up a homestead. where they snent the remainder
of their lives and died. To the subject’s second mnion have heen

1
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born eight children, as follows: Mrs. Edna Smith, who lives on u
farm 1 Lincoln vounty; Mrs. Clara Kelley, of Bridgeport, Ne-
braska; Mrs. Jessie Mustard, of North Plane; Mrs, Georgie Payne,
who lives in Montana; Mrs. Marie Thompsou, of Chapel, Nebraska;
Mrz. Zola Penningion, of North I'latte; Larry, who is in Wyoming;
and Lucile, who remains at home, :

Politically Mr. Goldsmith has remained independent of party
tieg, though he has ulwuvs taken a deep interest in public atfairs
and has consistently given lis support to the<e men und measures
which he believed to be for the highest welfare of the people.
Mrs. Goldsmith is a member of the Daptist Chureli. Mr. Gold-
smith hus been a witness of and participant in the wonderful devel-
opment of the great State of Nebraska during the past four decades,
and has so ordered his owu life us to win the confidence and respect
of all who know him. Earnest purpose and tireless energy, com-
bined with matnre judgn:ent and every-day commion scuse, have
been among his most prominent characteristics, and he has merited
the respect which is accorded him.

Mr. Goldsmith enlisted in February. 1864, in Companv E, One
Hundred and Fifty-fifth Tllinois Infantry, and serving until the
close of the Civil war. [le is a member of the Grand Armiy of the
Republic Post in Polk counly.

P. W. Owsox. \any of the more thriving and enterprising
agriculturists of Lincoln county have come from the land beyond
the sea, and of this number. P. W. Olson, of Narth Platte, is a
worthy representative. A native of Sweden, he was born June 8,
1870, in Oland. TTis father, Olaf Larson, spent hiz entire life of
fortv-five vears in Sweden, during his active career having been
employed at the carpenter’s trade.

Having acquired a practical education in his native land.
Mr. Olson, being of an adventurous spirit, determined, as a lad of
seventeen years, to seek his fortune in America. the land of liberty.
Immigrating to the TUnited States in 1887, he came directly to
Nchraska. locating in the central part of the state. Laboring indus-
triously, he saved his money, and subsequently bought a tract of
land there and becan farmina on his own aceount, remaining there
until 1907, Coming in that vear to Lincoln county. Mr. Olson
purchased at North Platte 140 aeres of land. and in its tmprove-
ment has takén much pride. With characteristic perseverance and
dilizent lahor he has carried on mixed farming and stoeckraising
with ability and success. his estate, with its improvements and
equipments, ranking with the hest in the vicinity.

Mr. Olzon has been twice married. He married first Hannah
Hemming. a native of Towa. whose father. Augustuz Hemmang,
immigrated from Sweden to the United States, and after farming
for a time in Towa settled in Buffalo countv. Nebraska, where he
still resides. She nassed to the life hevond in 1914, leaving two
children. Ozear and Ethel. Mr. Olson married for hiz second wife.
1919. Flizabeth Winans. wha wae harn in Ohin. where her parents.
neither of whom are now living. cettled.  Mr. Olson is independent
in polities. votine for the hest men and measures. regardless of
parfy restrictions. Religiously he belongs to the Methodist Church.

Troymas Doortrrre.  Prominent among the enterprisinz and
progressive nerieulturists of Lincoln county is Thomas Doolittle.
who is familiarly known to the people of North Platte as the owner
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of one of the finest and best appointed homesteads within its limits,
on which he is suceesstully enguged in cultivating the soil. Coming
from New England stock, he was born November 13, 1858, in
New Huven, Connecticut.

His father, Elkanah Doolitile, was boru in New York state,
and during his earlier life was (hete enguged in eivil engineering.
He was a eaptain in the Civil war, enlisting from Conuecticut. Go-
ing with his family to Ilinois jn 1566, he bought Jaud in the east-
ern purt af the state, and there eontinued us a weneral farer until
his death. [Tis wife, whose name hefore marriage was Tryphena
Pangborn, was a native of Ohio. Three children were born of their
union, as follows: Milton, a resident of Culifornin; Thomas, the
special subject of this brief review; and Warren, deceased,

Growing to manhood in Illinois, Thomas Daolittle acquired his
early education in the district schools, and graduated from Yale
College in 1880. While voung he became familiar with the manual
labor ineidental to life on a farm In 1883, desirous of tuking
advantage of cheaper lands in the then far west, he made his way
to Nebraska. Pre-empting a elaim in Holt county, Mr. Doolittle
proved up, and was there prosperously engaged in generu) farming
for seventcen years. Removing to Lincoln county in 1900, in the
improvement of his farm here he has spared neither pains nor ex-
pense. He has also added to its extent, at the present time having
title to 214 sections of valuable land, well adapted to farming and
cattileelraising, branches of industry in which he is especially sue-
cessful.

Mr. Doolittle married Lillian Brown. whe was born and edu-
cated in Minnesota, where her parents were [ife-long residents, her
father having been a successful agriculturist. Into the household
thus established six children have made {heir advent, namely: Mil-
ton, who is decensed, resided in California; Warren A, encaged in
farming the home place and he is married; Florence, deceased:
and Thomas, Emily and Hosmer, all single, live in California
Mr. Doolittle is a steadfast democrat in polities. and hoth he and
his wife are devout members of the Episcopal Church.

Twoyas G. RowLEy. Tor many vears closely identified with
the development and advancement of the agricultural prosperity
of Lineoln county. Thomas G. Rowley, of North Platie, has ac-
complished a satisfactory work, and is now living retired from ac-
tive pursnits. enjoving to the ntmost the fruits of hiz arduous but
successful lnhors. ~ .\ son of the late John Rowley, he was born
June 19, 1853, in New York state, the birthplace of both of his
parents.

Pursuing the plensant and peaceful occupation of a farmer,
John Rowlev followed it first in his native state, later going to
Ohin, where he resided several seasons. Tle subsequently migrated
to Canada. but afterward returned to New York and from there
went to Michigan where he died when bt fifty vears of aee. His
wife, whose name hefare marripee wae Fmilv Goldsmith, survived
him and died in 1599 in North Plaite, Nebraska, ared sixty-five
vears,  Seven sons and three donghters were born of their union,
Thomas G.. the suhject of this brief sketeh. being the second ehild
in suceession of hirth, Seven of the children are vet living, as
follows: Thomas G.: Mrs. John Dageott: Mrs. James Mealichiel ;
Nelson 8., a farmer in Cherrv county, Nebraska; Nathan, living in
Michigan; Adelbert T, of Alaska; and (icorge, a resident of Cali-
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formia. The futher supported the principles of the republican party
by voice and vote, and both he and his wife belonged to the Metho-
dist Church,

Soon after attaining his majority, in 1874, Thomas (+. Rowley
came from the central part of Michigan to Lineddn county, Ne-
braska, i search of a fuvorable lecution.  Imimediately taking a
homestead pre-emption und a tiruber claim, ho began the improve-
meut of both.  He sold hiz homestead und moved to hiz present
farm in 1581, As a genera! farmer and stockraiser he hus met with
unquestioned success, his farin being oue of the Lest in its appoint-
ments of any in the vieinity. Having by diut of sturdy lubor and
good mianagement won a cvwpeteney, he is living retired from ac-
tive_labor, his two sons having assumed charge of the home place.

Mr. Rowley married, Septeinber 10, 1590, in North Platte, Jen-
nie Myers, who was born in New York state, a daughter of J. J. and
Jane (Slavy) DMeyers, natives of the Empire State. In 1871
Mr. Myers came with his family to Nebraska, and having taken up
a homestead claim in Lincoln county was here prosperously engaged
in general farming for many vears, both ke and hiz wife spending
their remaining years on the farm they improved. Thev both died
in North Platte, where they moved in 1895. Five children have
blessed the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Rowley, namely: Leonard E.,
Roy, N. T. Paul, Isla B,, and Ruby H. Mrs. Rowley taught in the
rural schools of Lincoln and Dawson counties for ten years. Her
education was received in the public schools and the State Normal at
Pennsylvania.

Active and influential in publie affairs, Mr. Rowley assisted in
the organization of School Distriet No. 89, and for twenty-three
vears served that distriet as school director. At the present writing,
in 1920, he is assistant deputy assessor. In polities he is independ-
ent, voting for what he deems the best men and mensures. Roth
Mr. and Mrs. Rowley are consiztent members of the Methodist
Church, and contribute liberally towards its support.

Hexry Facka, For many vears Henrv Facka. late of North
Platte, was well known throughout this section of Lincoln county
as an industrious and enterprising farmer, a kind neighbor, and
a loving hushand and father: and his death. which oceurred in
June, 1906, on the homestead where he had so long resided, was
a cause of general regret. A native of Illinois, he” was born in
Jo Daviess county Julv 5, 1837,

Willinm Facka, his father, was born and reared in Germany.
Farly in life he inunigrated to the United States. settling in Jo
Daviess county, Illinois. where he subsequently hought land. and
was thereafter suceessfully engaged in agricultural pursuits antil
his death.

Rorn, bred and edueated in Jo Daviess county, Tllinois, Henry
Facka there hegan life for himself as a merchant. Coming to Ne-
braska in 1874, he pre-empted a homestead in Lincoln county, tak-
ing up eighty acres of land. and likewize a titnber elaim, on both
of which he proved up. A man of persistent energy, e totled un-
ceasingly in his efforts to iminrtove his land, and. netwithstanding
all the privations and hardships incidental to pioneer life, he sue-
cecded well, and in eourse of time added another eighty aeres of
land. bv purchase. to his original hemestead. His death, which
oceurredd while he was vet in manhond’s prime, was deeplv mourned
throughout the eommunity in which he had so long resided.
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Henry Facka married in Jo Duviess county, Illinois, Mary Doni-
gan, who was born in that county, of Irish parentuge. Her father,
Michael Donigun, was born and brought up in Ireland. Immi.
grating to the United States in early life, he lived for a {ime in
Penunsylvania, fron: there moving to Jo Duviess county, Illinois,
where he carried on general farming for muny years, continuing a
resident of that county until his death, at the venecrable age of
eighty-six years. Tlis' wife, whose maiden name was Mareareg
Moran, was born in Treland, and died on the home tarm in Illinois
when but sixtr-four vears of age. They were both faithful mem-
bers of the Cuthelic Church.

Five children were born of the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Facka,
namely: William, a farnier in Lincoln county, is married; Anna,
wife of Pele Mel.eone, of lowa; Elizabeth, wife of Charles Merrian,
of Sterling, Colorado- Frank, having charge of the home farm,
and a child that died in infancy. Mrs. Facka is a woman of cood
business ability. and with the able assistance of her son I'rank is
carrving on general farming and stloekraising most successfully.
In 1904 she took up a homestead claim. and at the present time
has a large estate of one section, or 640 acres, much of which 13
under a good ctate of tillage. She is a member of the Catholic
Churelt, to which Mr. Facka also belonged, and has reared her chil-
dren in the same faith.

CitarLEs Mariox Jacox. The growth of sound optimism and
intelligence has advanced asriculture to a combination of science
and art, the profound possibilities of which can be but generally
mastered by anv one individual during his comparatively brief
span of years, Of the men who have shown their capability in thor-
oughly learuine the various principles and methods of cultivating
the soil, one who has achieved marked success through his own in-
dustry 15 Charles Marion Jacox, of the Gothenburg Ilocality of Lin-
coln county, where he is the owner of a valuable and attractive prop-
erty and the possessor of an enviable reputation for intepritv and
good ecitizenship.

Mr. Jacox was born in DeKalb county, Illinois, in 1863, a son
of William and Lydia (Morthouse) Jacox. the former a native of
Michigan and the latter of Hlinois, William Jacox. who was an
agriculturist in Tllinois, died when his son Charles M. was but a
child, and his widow subsequently married his hrother. Teaac Jacox.
by whom she had two children: Myta and Calvin. The edueational
training of Charles M. Jacox was secured in the publie schools of
his native state, and as a voung man he removed to Town, where
he secured employment in driving cattle to the market at St. Louis,
Missouri. Later. when he was readv to enter uron his independent
career, he moved to Saline eounty. Nebraska, where he was engaged
in farming until coming to Lincoln connty. and here pre-empted a
tree claimy, where he lived until he moved fo his present farm of 160
acres, and he also has 320 acres in another farm. ITe has installed
manv modern fmpravements. makine his property valuable and at-
tractive.  He ha: devoted himeelf unreservedly to furminge and
stackraising, and has a good erade of livestack, Among his npssoei-
ates his repatation is that of an able and far-sighted husiness man.
who ohserves thie highest othies in his transactions and wha is to he
trusted implicitly.

Mr. Jacax wedded Miss Jane Youngs. and thev have become the
parents of {welve children: Malisia B., deceased, Charles, Kitty M.,
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William Eluier, Cora Margaret, Pearl, Orville, Arthur, Lydia J.,
Chester C., Francis I, Mearl Floyd. Mr. Jacox is an independent
voter. He is interested in fraternalism to the extent of holding
membership in the local lodge of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, in which he has numerous friends.

WiLLiaym P. 8xvper.  Having niade an especial study of the
various branches of agriculture, one of the most importent indus-
tries to which a far-seeing, progressive mau may devote his energy
and ability, William P. Snyder, superintendent of the Nebraska
Agricultural Experiment Substation at North Platte, possesses in
an eminent degrec the knowledge, experience and foree of char-
acter requisite for the respousible position he has so ably and faith-
fully filted since 1904, Beginning life for himself even with the
world as regarded his finances, he has steadily climbed the ladder
of attainments. and i3 us.-?ured,!y a fine representative of the self-
made men of our times. A son of Iliram Snyder, he was born
August 17, 1873, in Butler eounty, Peunsylvania, and there spent
his hoyhood days.

Hiram Snyder, a native of Dutler county, Pennsylvania, mi-
grated with his family to Nebraska in 1888. Locating in Hayes
county, he took up a homestead claimi. and on the farm which he
improved spent the remainder of his life. Ile married Eliza Bra-
ham, also & native of Butler county, Pennsylvania, and of the eleven
children born of their union ten are living, William P. being the
youngest child. The father was a staneh republican in politics, and
both he and hiz wife were worthy members of the United Presby-
terian Church.

Having obtained the rudiments of his education in his native
state, Willlam P. Snyder continued his early studies in the rural
schools of layes county, this state. Being fitted for coliege, he
subsequently entered the University of Nebraska at Lincoln, whers
be was graduated with the elass of 1901. Going then to Lansing,
Michigan, he studied for a year at the Michigan Agricultural Col-
lege, taking a special course in agriculture and graduating with the
degree of Master of Arts. Returning to Nebraska, Mr. Snyder
spent two vears in Lincoln, having charge of the animal husbandry
and extension work of the State Universitv. In 1904 he accepted
his present position as superintendent of the Nebraska Agricultural
Experimental Substation at North Platte, and in the care of its
1920 acres of laml he employs from fifieen to twenty men, doing
experimental farming, ineluding stockraising and dairying, in the
latter industry keeping full-blooded Holsteins.

Mr. Snyder married, Qctober 27, 1903, Rachael I. Pollock, a
native also of Pennsylvania. whose parents, Amander and Laura
(Porter) Pollock, settled in Minden. I earney county, Nebraska, in
1885, but later tnok up a homestead claim in Perkins county, this
state. Three children have blessed the union of Mr. and Mrs. Sny-
der, namely: William and Bruce and Marjorie, whose death in the
fall of 1919 was a great sorrow to the family. Mr. Snyder has ac-
quired praperty of value, ineluding a good farm in Keith county.
e is a steadfast republican in polities, but not an aspirant for
publie oftice. his entire time being devoted to his agrienltural work.
He is a member of the Ancient I'ree and Accepted Order of Masons
at North Platte; and also helongs to the Alpha Zata and Gamma
Sigma Delta Agricultural Fraternities.
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Frrp Brooxs. A man of sterling worth and ability, Fred Brooks,
of North Platte, an enterprising and self-reliant furmer, occupies g
leading position amoug the practieal and skilful agriculturists of
his community, and bus established for himself a worthy record
for good eitizenship. A son of Henry and Mary Brooks, he was
born January 7, 1870, in Franklin county, Pennsylvania, where
his childhood days were passed. ’

Henry Brooks and his wife were natives of New York state.
There he learned the carpenter’s trade, which he subsequently fol-
lowed for some time in Pennsylvania. In 1880, responding to the
lure of the fur western country, he came with his family to Lincoln
county, Nehraska, which was then in its infaney, and as a pioneer
carpenter did much of the early building in North Platte. He mot
with undoubted success, and continued a resident of the place until
his death, at the advanced age of eighty-one years. IHis wife pre-
ceded him in death. passing away at the age of fifty vears. Three
children hlessed their union, as follows: George A.; Farl, deceased;
and Fred, of whom we write. .

Put ten vears old when Le came with his parents to North Platte,
Fred Brooks attended the public schools, and as a voung man was
variously employed, his chief occupation having been ihat of a
cook. Wise in his savings, and prudent in expenditures, he accumu-
lated eonsiderable money, and in 1897 invested it in land, buying
33974 aeres of farn and ranch land. In the manacement of his
property Mr. Brooks has been eminently sucecessful, attaining a
noteworthy position among the foremost farmers and eattle raisers
in this part of the county. IHeis an uncompromising republican in
Eo]itics, and both he and his wife are consistent members of the

piscopal Churelr,

Mr. Brooks married Bertie M. Fraizer, who was born in TLin-
coln county. Nebraska. September 8, 1879, a daughter of Thomas
and Mary Fraizer, natives of Encland. Neither of her parents are
living. Ter father was for many vears a elerk in the office of a
railroad superintendent. a position he was filling at the time of his
death. Seven children have been born of the marriace of Mr. and
Mrs. Brooks, namely: William, who did his part in the World war,
being in the truck service; Harold E., living in Lincoln county;
Genevieve, wife of R. V. McMaster, of North Platte; Milledge;
Helen; Homer; and Kenneth. ‘

James L. PErr. A prominent business man of Bignell, and
its only merchant, James L. Pell has built up a substantial trade,
his honest, npright dealings, courtesy and prompt attention to the
wants of his numerous customers having won him an extensive
and lucrative patronage. A son of the late Tlenry Pell, he was
born July 24, 1861, in Dauphin county, Pennsylvania, the birth-
place also of hoth of his parents. Learning the carpenter’s trade
when young, Henrv Pell followed it in his native state until 1879,
when he came with his family to Lincoln county. Nebraska. Tak-
ing up and proving a homestead elaim, he turned his attention to
aericulture, and was thereafter suece=sfullv engazed in farming and
stoekrnising until his death in 1914, at the age of three score and
ten vears. Ilis wife, whose maiden name was Amanda Smith, died
on the homestead at the age of sixtv-nine vears. They were the
parents of six children. as follows: James I.. of whom we write;
Mary, wife of Robert Fackler, lives in Towa; George, of Towa City,
Towa; and Harry, Will and John, engaged in farming in Lincoln
county.
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A sturdy, ambitious vouth of eighteen years when he came
with the family to Nebraska, James L. Pell assisted his father to
some extent in improving a homestead, his chief occupation for
sixteen years, however, having been that of a cowboy. In 1383 he
homesteaded, proved up, and for a number of seasons devoted his
time and encrgies to the tinprovement of his property. LEmbark-
ing in mercantile pursuitz in 1909, Mr. Tell has been successful in
building up an extensive business, and has the distinetion of being
the only merchant in Bignell, and its postmaster. He is independ-
ent in polities, and at the present time, in 1920, is serving as
county assistant.

Mr. Pell married in 1885 at Norih Platte, Mary Dowhower, a
native of the Kevstone state. Fer parents, Jacob and Rosetta
(Stape) Dowhower, were life-long residents of Pennsylvania, her
father, a blacksmith by trade. attaining the age of seventy-two yvears,
while her mother died at the age of sixtv-nine vears. Mr. and
Mrs. Pell have two children, Elmer and Luiu, both living at home.
Thev are both consistent and active members of the Presbyterian

Church.

Jomx Discoe. An industrious and exceedingly skillful agricul-
turist, John Discoe is following his chosen voeation with good results,
his rich and well cultivated land yvieldine abundant crops of hay and

ain. He was born Qctober 17, 1873, in Germany, where he spent
the first eight vears of hiz life.

" His father, August Discoe, was born, reared and married in Ger-
many. Seeking better opportunities for advancing hiz material wel-
fare, he followed in the pathway of so many of his countrymen that
have immigrated to America, and in 1881 came with his family to
the United States, locating in Cleveland, Ohio, where he was engaged
in the lumber business for five years. Jn 1886, taking advantage
of the opportunity to buyv land from the Government, he migrated to
Nebraska, and having taken up a homestead claim immediately began
its improvement. Succeeding well in his agricultural labors, he
accumulated a goodly sum, and now, at the age of three score and
ten years, is living retired {rom active lobor in South Dakota. His
wife, whose maiden name was Elizabeth Rnek, was horn in Germany,
and died on the homestead in Lincoln county when but forty-two
years of age.

Eight years old when he accompanied his parents to Ohio, John
Discoe was educated. chiefly, in the public schools of Cleveland. He
subsequently assisted his father in the pioneer work of clearing and
improving a ranch from its primeval wilderness, incidentally acquir-
ing an excellent knowledge of the many hranches of agriculture. In
1897, being well equipped for his future oceupation, Mr. Discoe pur-
chased 160 acres of land in township 13, range 29, section 34, and
has sinee devoted his time and energies to general farming and stock-
raising.  He has materially added to the improvements previously
begun, having now a large part of his ranch under cultivation, and
amply supplied with coinfortable and convenient farm buildings.
Mr. Discoc is an independent voter. being hound to no party restrie-
tions. and as a man and a citizen is held in high esteem.

Mr. Discoe married Mary Mang, who was born in Germany, and
as a girl came with her parents to Nebraska, where he father lived
on a farm in Lincoln county until his death, which nccurred in
1882, Six children were barn of the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Discoe,
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namely: Daisy, wife of Owen Davis, 4 ranchman in Lineoln county:
Mary, wife of Charles MecGee, resides in Lineoln. Nebraska; Charles,
deceased; Archie, who enlisted in the United States service during
the World war, died of the Spanizh influenza while a member of
Contpuny 14, Roves Army Schaol, at Kansas City, Missouri, his death
oceurring December 3, 1919; Ora, living at home; and Nellte, also
at home.

Nersox M. PerTiT. .\ preminent and able representative of the
agrieultural interests of Lincoln county, Nel=on M. Pettit, of North
Platte, began life for himself on o low rung of the ladder of success,
and through wise management, well-dirccted toil and superior busi-
ness ability and judgment has attained a position of affluence and
influeuce, Lieing one of the leading farmers and citizens of his com-
munity. A son of Peter Pettit, he wa2 born Mareh 121850, in Allen
county, Indiana, where he was bred and educated.

A native of Pennsvivania, Peter Pettit hecame a farmer from
choice, and early in life migrated to Allen eounty, Indiana, where
he bought land. improved & farm. and there lived and labored until
his death, which occurred in 1886, e married in Indiana Isabelle
Sunderland, who was likewise « Pennsvlvanian by birth. Eight
sons and nine daughters were horn of their union, Nelson M, the
subject of this sketch. being the youngest hov in the family.

Nelson M. Pettit pursued his early studies in the rural schools
of Indiana, and during the days of his vouth and early manhood was
practically educated in the work of gelleral husbandry, aequiring
his knowledge when the toils of the feld were arduious and almost
endloss, the laborsaving machinery of today heing then unknown
and undreamed of. Subsequently following the tide of migration
westward, he first located in Missouri, from there going to Towa,
where he embarked in general farming. an industry in whieh he has
been exceedingly fortunate. In 1908 Mr. Pettit purchased land in
Overton, Dawson county. Nebraska, and began the improvement of
a farm. Coming from there to Lincoln county in 1913, he bought
390 acres of hay and ranch land, and in its management has met
with unquestioned success. the resnlt of his labors being evident to
the most casual observer. Beginning life with no other eapital than
strong hands, a willing heart and an unlimited amount of courage,
he has labored uneeasingly, and through wise economy and judicious
investment has acquired a property valied at not less than $50,000,
a record of which he may well he proud.

Mr. Pettit married Flora Jane Williams, who was born in Mount
Vernon, Ohio, a danghter of George and Mary Williams, both of
whom were born and reared in Pennsylvania, and died in Ohio.
Frederick (. Pettit, the only child of Mr. and Mrs. Pettit, married
Ida Zimmerman and resides in Lancaster county, Nebraska, There
are three children by that marriage. namely John, Alice and Joc
Arthur. A stanch republican in politics, Mr. Pettit takes great inter-
est in local affaire, liearlily indorsing all enterprizes ecaleulated to
benelit town, county or stale.

Purcie T Waexrr, An extensive and prosperous agriculturist,
Philip L. Wagner is successtully engaged in his independent voea-
tion on one of the best managed and most desirable homesteads in
North Platte. .\ native of eastern Nebraska, he was born on May 5,
1872, a son of the late Frederick Wagner.
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Frederick Wugner was born in central Indiana, and was there
bred and educated. Coming to Nebraska in carly Hfe, he was an
early homesteuder of Saline county, wlere he eloarer and improved
a vuluable farm, on which he resideil many vears.  Nine vears previ-
ous to hix death, which occurred when Die was seventy-six veurs of
age, he lived retired from active business cares, He was g stanch
republiean in politics, and as a man and a eitizen was held in high
esteern.  His wife, whase maiden name wos Caroline Wickey, wus
born in Germany, and at the uge of eighteen vears catne to thiz coun-
try. Sheis now living in Friend, Nebraskuw, an active woinan of {liree
score and ten years. She iz o member.of the Methodist Chureh, and
one of its libera] supporters.

Nine children were born of the union of Frederick and Caroline
Wagner, namely:  Weslev, of Diller, Nebraska, is a Methodist min-
ister; Mary, wife of Nathan Gallup, a farmer in Friend, Nebruaska:
Anna, wife of Dert Blakely, of California - Philip L., the special =ub-
Ject of this sketeh; Bdward, unmarried. re<ides at Friend ; Alfred, al«o
single, lives at Big Spring, Nebraska Lydia. wife of Harvey ITowell,
of Friend ; Emma, wife of Jesse {3nod, of Omuha; and Leonard, whe
15 married and resides in Monlana,

Brought up and educated in Saline connty, Nebraska, Philip I..
Wagner became thoroughly familiar with agricultural work when
young, beginning as a boy 'to do his full share of the labor required
on the home farmi. Continuing in the accupation to which he was
reared, he met with well merited sueccess as a general farmer. Coming
to Lincoln county in 1916. Mr, Wagrer purchased a farm, and in itz
‘management has shown excellent judgment and skill, a large part
of his estate of 800 acres heing productive and vielding easily to
cultivation. In addition to general farming Mr. Wagner raises stock
on a rather extensive scale, it being a branch of industry in which
he takes much interest and pleasure. He invariably supports the
principles of the republican partyv at the polls. Religiously he is not
1dentified with any church. He has never taken upen himself the
respousibilities of a married man, but is apparently enjoying his life
of single blessedness.

Jayes W. Rose. An uetive. prosperous and progressive agri-
culturist, James W. Rose, of North Platte. has won success by steady
toil, persistent enerzy and good management, and is well deserving
of the confidence and respect so generonsly accorded him by Ius
neighbors, associates and friends. .\ nutive of Nebragka, he was born
May 25, 1883, in Gosper county. of pinneer stock.

His father, William II. Rose. was born in Darke county. Ohio.
Angust 29, 1846. Tollowing the track of eivilization westward, he
fist engaged in farming in central Towa. Coming from there to
Nebraska in 1867, hie praoved up on a homesteadt ¢laim in Saline
county, and began the pioncer task of redeeming a farn from ifs
primeval coudition. He subsequently took up other homestead
claims. and in 1891 proved up o homestead elaini in Lincoln connty,
it being the seventh howestead which he has hivnself proved. Az o
general farmer and stock grower he lus heen fairly suceessful, and
is now living retived. doing just a little general work to keep him
from rusting out. To him and his wife. whose maiden name was
Mary Kennedv. =ix children were born. az follows: Nelson, living
in Missouri: Cora. wife of Frank Whitford, of Hitcheock county:
Edith, deceased; Ernest, a farmer in Lineoln county; Rowley, a resi-
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dent of Sterling, Colorado; and James W, The mother, a native of
Illinois, died in Lincoln county, Nebraska, in 1918,

In 1891 James W. Rose came with his parents to Lincoln county,
and in 1894 went with them to Kansas, returning, however. the fol.
lowing year to Lincoln eounty, where he has since continued his
residence. Taking kindly to agrieultural pursuits, he assizsied his
father in the improvement of different homesteads, doinx ploneer
work chiefly, while thus eniployed gaining knowledge and experience
of value. Beginning life on his own account in 1904, \r. Roze
rented land for five years. and as g general farmer met with encourag-
ing results. Purehasing his present ranch of forty acres in 1909, he

83 been exceedingly successful in jts management, each vear adding
to its improvements, value and attractiveness, its general appearance:
giving evidence of the industry, thrift and prosperity of the owner,

At Maxwell. Nebraska, in June, 1913, Mr Rose was united ip
marriage with Elsic Garman, who was barn in Beloit, Wisconsin, er
parents, William and Elizabeth (Doan) Garman, were natives of Wis-
consin, and her widowed mother 1 now a resident of Beloit, that
state. Tler father, a veteran of the Civil war, was a farmer by
occupation, being first thus employed in Wiseonsin anid later in T1li-
nois, where hLis death occurred. Three children have blessed the
union of Mr. and M. Rose, namely: Garman, Merle and Ger-
trude. Politieally Mr. Rose is independent ; religiously both Mr. and
Mrs. Rose are attendants of the Baptist Chureh, Mrs, Rose belonging
to the church of that denomination in Maxwaell. '

JAKE 8. Syitn, whose handzome property is located in township
13, range 29, section 34. is g man of good business capaeity, much
intelligence and enterprise, and occupies an assyred position among
the more successfu] agriculturists of Lincoln county. A native of
Nebraska, he was horn May 19, 1884, in Howard county:.

Henry Simnith, his father, was born and brought up in Henry
county, Towa, where he began life for himself as a farmer. He sub-
sequently farmed for awhile jn Missouri, from there coming to Ne-
braska in 1881. Buying land in Howard county, he accumulated
considerable wealth as a farmer and stockraiser, and now, at the age
of seventv-six vems, is living retired from active labor, enjoying
the fruits of his earlier years of toil. Tis wife, whose majden name
was Frances Van Cvele, was born and educated in Mason county,
Missouri, her birth having oceurred in 1354, Into their household
eight children have been born, as follows: Lettie. wife of John
Tucker, of Garden county, Nebraska; Flora, who married James
Scott, lives in Alaska: a ohild that died infancy: Charley, residing
in Lincoln county; Harry, a resident of the State of Washington ;
Bruce, of Burwell, Nebraska; Jake S., the snbjeet of this sketch; and
Mary, wife of George Hansen, of Howard county, this state,

Well trained in agricultural pursuits as a boyv and vouth, Take S.
Smith naturallv adopted the farmer’s occupation, which was con-
genial to his tastes, and sonn ofter his marriame homesteaded ip Gar-
field county. Nehraska., Not entirely satisfied with his fature pros-
pects in that locality, Mr. Siith sold his relinquishment in 1909 and
came to Lincoln eounty, where he Lias since heen successfully engaged
in_general farming and stockraising, both profitable branches of
industry in this section of the country. He has title to 8]0 acres of
choice land, a large part of which is improved and well supplied
with machinery and equiprent for carrying on his ehosen work
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after the best approved medern methods. A man of inteority and
worth, Mr. Smith iz a valued member of his cornmunity, and as an’
independent voter uses his influence in establishing all proposed
beneficial enterprises.

Mr. Smith married, in Garfield eountv, Nebraska, Marv E. Free-
man, who was born in Warren eounty, Tennessce. Iler father, the
late Samuel Freeman, a native of Illinois, spent a part of his earlw
life in Tennessee, from there moving to Towa, where he was engaged
in tilling the soil until his death, at the age of forty-eight vears, He
married America Pitzer, who was born in Missouri in 1856, and is
now living in Garfield eountv, Nebraska, where she homesteaded in
1805, and proved up on her claim. Three children have brightenec
the union of Mr. and Mrs. Smith, namely: TFern, Tlla and Alenc.

ARCHIE R. LraviTr. A man of much force of character, full of
push and energy, Archie R. Leavitt, of North Platte, oceupies a posi-
tion of prominence in his community and holds high rank among the
more enterprising agriculturists of Lincoln countv. Ide was born
November 23, 1880, in LaCrosse county, Wisconsin, in which the
birth of his parents, George W. and Evelyn (Cook) Leavitt, oceurred,

A farmer by occupation, Georee W. Tecavitt was living in the
Territory of Dakota when it was divided into two states, North Da-
kota and South Dukota. Going from there to Mills county, Towa, in
1890, he remained there as a farmer for eisht vears. Coming to
Nebraska in 1898 he carried on general farming in Greeley county
until forced to retire on aecount of ill health. Hoping to regain his
former physical vigor in a milder elimate, he went to Denver, Colo-
rado, where he died at the comparatively earlv age of fiftv-three
years. His widow subsequently returned to Wisconsin, where she
now resides. Two children were born of their marriage, as follows:
Archie R., the special subject of this sketch: and Florence, a student
at Lawrence University in Appleton, Wisconsin.

Acquiring a practical education in the rural schools of Towa,
Archie R. Leavitt came with his parents to Greeley county, Nebraska,
in 1898 and being an industrious worker greatly assisted his father
in the care of the home farm, during one of the vears of the time
being also profitably engaged in buyving grain in the Town of Sum-
ner. Migrating to Colorado, Mr. Leavitt was engaged in the real
estate business at Denver for a short time, after which he spent four
years in Omaha, Nebraska, being in the employ of the Telephone
and Western Eleetric Company.” Locating in Lincoln county in
1908, he rented land for a brief time, when, having gained a prac-
tical knowledge of agriculture, he bought his present valuable estate
of 480 acres, and as a general farmer and stockraiser has been very
successful.  He is considered an authority on manyv branches of his
vocation, and was one of the organizers of the Lineoln County Farm
Bureau, which he is now ably serving as secretary. He is a sound
democrat in politics. and an active member of the Christian Church,
te which his wife also belongs.

Mr. Leavitt married Grace Edmisten, whe was born in Nuekalls
county, Nebraska, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James H. Edmisten,
of North Platte, where Mr. Edmisten is engaged in real estate trans-
actions. The marriage of Mr. and M, Leavitt has been blessed by
the birth of four children, namely: Eleanor, Bernard, George and
Milan. .
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Joun Revxorps. Lticoln county has profited by the stuble citi-
zenship aud faithful idustry of the Revnolds farily sinee the later
‘80s, and one who higs borne the nune honorably and whe hae up-
held the best prineiples of citizenship in 4 leng and consistently
active and successtul eureer is John Revnolds, who is Curryiug on
extensive generul farming and stockraizing vperations in the viemity
of Gotheuburg, ;

Mr. Revnolds is o native of Sweden, born in 1858, 2 son of Peter
and May Heynolds, farming people who Pussed their lives in thejr
nalive land. ~ John Revnolds imimigrated to 1he Cuited States in
1580. He had received ordinary educationgl oppurtunities in Sweden,
but had little else 1o aid hin in his efforts for advancement, save
mherent ability and burniug ambition to tmake his life a sye.
cess. These qualities soon extublished him firmly in Clay county,
Nebraska, the place of his first settleient, where he remained for
several vears, then going to Porkine county, where he proved up on
a homestead. When he disposed of this broperty in 1890 he came
to Lincoln county, and here has succeeded in placing himself among
the substantial and highly regarded people of his community. He
1 the owner of an estate of 650 acres. which compares favorabjy with
those of his neighbors in the way of llprovements and productive-
ness, and in the fields of generul farming and stockruaising has
achicved what may be termed a Justly-deserved prozperity. His land
is cultivated under improved modern methods, and his business
transactions, while reflecting eredit apon his astuteness and shrewd.
ness, have at the same time given him a reputation for fairness and
honorable dealing with his fellow men.

In 1885 Mr. Revnolds was united in marriage with Miss Lottie
Larson. who wus alio horn, reared and educated in Sweden, and to
them there have heen horu seven childrer - Harvey, who is carry-
ing on operations nn his Colorado farm ; David, who is deceaged ;
Lydia, the wife of Rert Diget, a Dawson county farmer; Lillv, the
wife of Lowel} McKim, also engared in farming in that county;
Della, whe is attending the public school at, Gothenbure; Mabel, a
pupil in the distriet school ; and Paul, also attending district sehool.
Mr, and Mrs. Revnolds are members of the Lutheran Chureh, and
their children have heen carefully veared in that faith, As to politi-
cal matters Mr. Revnolds maintains an independent attitude. He-
has had no desire for politieal or public honors. but has shown a
commendable willingness to faithfully perform .all duties devolving
upon him in his capacity of a public-spirited citizen,

Wrirray Hesry Brekrey, Prominently identified with the
promotion of the agricultural interests of Linceln countv. William -
Henry Buckley. of North Platte, has nenvly all of his life been a
tiller ‘of the sotl, and still finds therein great pleasure and satisfae.
tion. Tle was born Febiruary 28, 1873, in New York State, of Trish
descent.

is parents, Morriz and Maggie Bucklev. were horn, reared and
" married in Treland, Immigrating to the United States in 1850, they
located in New York State. where the futher was varionsly emiploved,
Subzeauently gotng westward to Towa. the family had heen there
but a brief time when the mother died, Lier deuath occurring ot the
early age of thirty-six vears. After the death of his wife Morris
Buckiey took up a homestead elaim in Gnthrlel county, Nebraska,
proved up, and in 18835 hecame a hontesteader in Lincoln county,
where he carried on general farming until his death, at the age of
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sixtyv-three years. Te him and his wife seven children were horn,
as follows:  Mike: William Ienry. the subject of this brief zketeh ;
Mornis, living in Denver Coloradn; Jahn, of Tlershey, Nebruska;
Joe; Leo, of North Dlatte: and Fdwurd. decoused, -

Coming with the fumily to Lincoln eounty in 1885, William L
Buckley grew (o mnanhoad on the homie rnth, and lws alwiys fol-
lowed the independent ealling to which he was reared. A man of
unquestioned business ability and judgment, he has been very for-
tunate in hiz undertakings. and has at different times owned valuable
land in Lineoln county. At the present time, in 1920, Mr. Bucklev
has charge of the valuable rancli of 820 acres belonging to his brother
Morris, and is managing it with charucteristic abilifs and suceess.
He is mdependent in politics, voting without rezard to party lines,
and is a valued member of the Catholic Chureh. Mr. Buckley is
enjoying, doubtless, all the joys of single blessedness, having never
taken unto himself a wife. -

Rosert R. Drckey. Tt requires a versatile man to make a sue-
cess of more than one line of business, but Robert R. Dickey of North
Platte has combined the bakery, creamery and candy trade with his
wholesale ice cream trade. Before settling down to business in North
Platte he had found emplovment in different parts of the country.
He was born in 1877, in Elderado, Kansas, a son of John Harvey
and Ella Imogene (Keene) Dickev. The father. who died in 1884,
was born near Miami, Ohio. and the mother in Joliet, Illinois. She
18 now a resident of North Platte. Their children aro: ITarvey Ed-
mund, who runs a laundry in North Platte; Mrs. P, M. Sorenson, of
North P'latte, Mr. Sorenson being a carpenter and contractor; and
Robert R.

J. H. Dickey was u cattleman, and followed the frontier pasture
lands.  His early life was spent in Illinois and Kansas when there
was plenty of outlying pasture countrv. Mr. Dickey was a Civil
war soldier. serving in Company E of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry. He
died from the effects of an injury received while in the army. He
went to Orcgon for his health and died there. Iis father, William
Dickey, was a wealthy contractor in Ohio. He constructed the Erie
Canal and made a fortune on it. ITe owned a great deal of land
there. :

While R. R. Dickey was horn in Kansas his school days were
passed in Illinois and North Platte. His firsi eluployment was in a
carbon factory at Noblesville, Tndiana, and he later had the same
employment 1n Lancaster, Ohio. Ile remained thirteen years in
Lancaster, where he was superintendent of the factory. From Lan-
caster Mr. Dickey went to Colorade Springs, Colorade, where he con-
ducted a grocery store and 1neat market. 1e had the larsest store in.
the town and remained there four vears, coming in 1907 to North
Platte. )

When Mr. Dickey located in North Platte the wlolesale ice cream
buginess claimed his attention. and he recently houeht the North
Platte Creamery and its equipment. property. ete., and now he op-
erates the creamery, a bakery and the Gem Candy business in econ-
nection with the manufacture and sale of ice cream at wholesale.
Since milk is a requisite in all the products, it is a satisfactory com-
bination of business intercsts.

In 1899 Mr. Dickey married La Vanche Marie Gaines from
Noblesville, Indiana, and they have one son, Robert R. Dickey, Jr.

L
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Mr. Dickey is a member of the Preshvterian Chureh, while his fra-
ternal interest is in the Free and \ccepted Musons and Consistory.
While he votes with the republican party, Mr. Dickey gives his en-
tire time to his business interests.

Dr. H. Cray Brock. While Dr. IT. Clay Brock, of North Platte,
has always lived in Nebraska. save a short ahsenece in Montana, where
he practiced dentistry, the Brock family Listory reveris to Fairbury,
where he was born September 20, 1876—the first American centen.
nial year—just 100 years after the birth of the Nation. Doctor
Brock is a son of Nobert and Margaret (Tower) Brock, the father
from Canada and the mother from Ohio. They were married at
Museatine, Towa. He is still living at Fairbury, aged eightv-three
years, but she died thirty-five vears ago. The Brock family came in
1868 to Jeficrson county.

Robert Brock was a farmer, stockman and butcher in his days
of activity, thus marketing much of his own products over the egunter
in a batcher shop, realizing all of the profit arising from the butcher
trade. Dr. H. Clay Brock was the seventh in a family of nine chil-
dren, six of them living today. M. F. W. Gage lives in Chicago.
Mrs. Lina Sullivan lives in Idaho. C. W. Brock is a ranchman near
Douglas, Wyoming. Next is Dr. H Clay Brock, of North Platte.
Dill Brock and Glenn Broek are employed on the Rock Island Rail-
road at Fairbury, Nebraska.

The Brock family belongs to the Episcopal Church and all along
the line they have voted the republican ticket. Robert Brock was
a soldier in the Civil war in an Towa regiment. He was wounded
and spent nine months in an army hospital. The children were all

iven common school eduecational advantages, and Dr. H. Clay

rock graduated in 1894 from public school in Fairbury. He grad-
uated from the dental department of Northwestern University in
1598, and for five years he practiced dentistry in Fairburyv. He spent
almost one year in Montana, and in 1904 he located in North Platte.
Every year Doctor Broek spends from four to six weeks in post grad-
uate study, and he has given special attention to X-ray treatment in
connection with the mechanical side of dentistry.

In 1899 Doctor Brock married Alice Groff, who was born in Gage
county. They have one son, Henry C. Brock. The family are Epis-
copalians, and he belongs to the Free and Accepted Masons at North
Platte, having the Rite of Shriner. and he is 2 member of Delta Sigma
Delta, the oldest dental fraternity in the world, Doctor Brock has
been secretary of the State Dental Board for five vears, and while
he has served one term as a member of the North Platte City Couneil,
he devotes himsclf in the main to the practice of dentistry.

Wivrrep E. Stare. Holding the responsible position of cashier
of the MeDonald State Bank of North Platte, Winfred E. Starr has
brought to the enterprise a rare knowledse of business, an active
brain, and a financial ability that renders this institution one of the
best paving ones in the city. A native of this state. he was born
1}\%511'@11 3, 1882, in Brock, Nemaha county, a son of the late Philip

. Starr.

Born and reared in Illinois. Philip IT. Starr began life for himself
with no other capital save an nnlimited stock of energy, cnterprize,
and a determination to win out in whatever occupation he might be
engaged. Coming to Nebraska in 1853, he bought land in Nemaha
county, cleared and improved a fine homestead, and was successfully
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engaged in agricullural pursuits for many years, during the latter
part of the time being a miller as well as farmer. * The last ten years
of his life he spent in "'ranklin, Nebraska, dving there in 1913, His
wife, whose maiden name was Harriet A. Good, was born in Illinets,
and is now living in Pranklin. Iive children blessed their union,
as follows Clarence IT., engaged in farming al Franklin; Albion E.,
who died in 1908, aged thirtv-three vears; Lerov 1., of Franklin, a
farmer; Winfred E.. the zpecial subject of this sketch: and Glenn I*,,
owner atd manager of a garage at Benkehnan, Nebraskz, Both
parents united with the Methodist Episcopal Church. The father
was a republican in politics. and was a member of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows.

After his graduation from the Broelk High School, Winfred E.
Starr attended the Fremont Normal and Business Tnstitute. Leaving
school, he was emploved as clerk in a drug store for nine months,
gaining his first business experience. The following three years he
was bookkeeper in the Bank of Brock, and later was connected with
the United States National Bank of Omaha for three years as collee-
tion teller, assisting both at windows as receiving and paying teller.
On November 17, 1903, Mr. Starr accepted a position as bookkeeper
in the MeDonald State Bank, with which he has sinee heen officially
connected, having first been promoted to assistant eashier, and then
made cashter. In this capacity he is conducting the affairs entrusted
to him most successfully. A man of Mr. Starr’s ahility and high
financial standing is frequently called to places of trust, and he is
now serving as secretary and treasurer of the Tevpoldt & Pennington
Company, which is incorporated, and has a paid-up capital of $115,-
000, he being also a stockholder in the concern and one of its
directors.

Mr. Starr married, March 21, 1906, Lutie May Figard, who was
born in Seward, Nebraska, where her father, John W. Ficard, setiled
in pioneer davs. Ile improved the land on whieh he located, con-
stantly adding to its value through improvements until now, in 1920,
it is worth fully §300 an acre. Mr. and Mrs. Starr have one child,
Thelma Gladys, a school gitl. Both arc members of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, Politically Mr. Starr is a republican, and fra-
ternally he is a member of the Ancient Order of Free and Accepted
Masons, D’latte Valley Lodge No. 32, and of North Platte Lodge No.
985, Benevolent and Protective Order of Flks. -

Apay W. Hoarsox. The men who succeed in any cormnunity
are those who are progressive enough to move with the times and
take advantage of the opportunitics offered by the adoption of im-
proved appliances«and machinery. There was a time when the horse
was king, but, like other monarchs, he is not nearly as important now
as formerly, and many of the men who used to devote all their time
to the livery business have embarked in the industry which has for
its object the handling, storage and repair of the automobile, the
suceessor to the horse.  One of these men who is making good in his
pew line, as he did in his old, is .Adan W. IToatson of Sutherland.

Adam W. IToatzon was born in Michigan an Apnl 2, 1862, a son
of John and Christina (Wallace) Hoatson, who beeame the parents
of the following children: James, who is & resident of Oregon: Adam
W., who was the secoud in the family; John, who is decensed; Rob-
ert, whose sketeh also appears in this work; and an unnamed infant,
deceased. John Hoatzon was a miner, and was engaged in this eall-
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ing all of his life, which terminated in 1871, ITis widow survived
him until 1897, when :he passed away at the age of seventy-two
Yeurs.

Adam W. Hoat<on was brought to Nehraska when nine vears old
by his widowel niother, who came (o the state.at that tiine, and he
attended the public schools until he wus eighteen vears of uge, then
returned to Michigan, where for a time he worked in the mines.
Again he caume west, this time going as far ye Wyoming, and antil
1886 wus engaged in riding the range for a big cattle outfit. In that
year Mr. Hoatson came to Lincoln county and homesteaded on the
Birdwoed table, continuing to live on his claim for seven vears. He
then moved down on the river bottomn, locating at Sutherland in
1906, where he established himzelf in a livery business and expanding
into the gnrage business when the demand justitied such action. e
now has a very large and well equipped garage and devotes practically
all of his time to its nperation,

In 1896 Mr. Hoatson was married to Gay Moorehouse, born in
Iowa, and they have six children, all of whom are at home, namely:
Ray, Clinton, Morriz. Elsie. Grace and Robert. The fanily belong
to the Adventist Church. Mr. Hoatson is a republican in his po-
litieal faith, and his fraternal connections are those maintained with
the Modern Woodmen of Ainerica,

Georce O. Gornox, M. D, When the work of the physician is
passed in review the biographer feels that too much praise cannot
be accorded to these faithful, conscientious men to whose efforts is
due not only the health of individuals, but eommunities. No other
profession entail: so much sacrifice of comfort und material welfare
as does that connected with tle healing of mankind, and it is doubt-
ful if there are any members of it who Jo not measure up to much
higher standards of humanity and citizenship than are reached by the
majority in other callings. One of the ‘physicians and surgeons of
Lincoln county who is deserving of all of the above tribute, and much
more, 1s Dr. George O. Gordon of Sutherland.

Doctor Gordon was born in Nevada. Story county, lowa, on
August 13, 1878, a son of Renben and Rosetta (Patrick) Gordon,
natives of New York and Illinois, respectively. They became the
parents of nine children, of whom eight survive, namelv: Anuna,
who married Williun H. Colter. of Broken Bow, Nebrusk:; Leila D.,
who murried Alexauder 8. Robertzon. lives n1 Boise City, Idaho;
Affie. who married Adelbert J. Read. lives at Merna, Nebraska: Mer-
ritt IX., who is a carpenter of Sutherland; Rollin R., who is 2 hard-
ware merchant of Merna, Nebraska: Ida, who married N. S, Gibzon
and lives at Los Angeles, California: Doctor Gordon, who wus sev-
enth in order of hirth : Susie Etta, who warrie Theodore Miller, died
in 1905 ; and Nathan B., who lives in Colorado, where he engaged in
farming.

Reulen Gordon wes a furmer who came to Nebraska in 1880,
and after a period of residence in Fillmore county he moved to
Custer county and homesteaded there in 1881, [lis family joined
him in 1883, having made the trip overland in a prate schooner,
as was the mode of travel for homesteaders at that time. Ile con-
tinued to carry on general farming on his property after he had placed
it under cultivation nntil his death. which oceurred in February,
1904, Doth he and his excellent wife were consistent members of the
United Brethren Chureh, and very religious. In politics he was a
populist. but never held any offices.
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After he had enmpleted his training at the Merna High School,
Doctor Gordon taught =cheol for a number of vears, during which
time he read medicine in his leisure time, and then matriculated at
the Lincolu Medieal College, from which Lie was eraduated in 1911
with the degree of Doctor of Medicine. Iinmeliately thereafter ha
established himself in a general practice at Broken Bow, Nebraska,
remaining there uutil December 1, 1913, when he came to Suther-
land, and this has been his place of residence ever since.  Doctor Gor-
dor bought a drug store npon coming to Sutherland, hut seon found
that the sole respousibility of it and his practice was too heavy for
him, and he therefore sold o half interest tu it to Frank Garman,

In 1903 Doctor Gordon was married to Trances R. Corvell, a
native of Nebraska. and they have three children, nauely Lowell,
Lucille and Bonnie Franees.  Doctor Gordon helones to Sutherland
Lodge, Ancient IFree and Aceepted Masons, of which he is now mas-
ter, und le also belong to the Odd Fellows. Tt the creed of the Chris-
tiann Church Dr. Gordon finds his expression for a higher life,
and he votes the democratic ticket, as the principles of that party
comes nearest to his ideaiz of good citizenship. A man of the highest
charaeter and standing. Doctor Gordon fully deserves the support
he has received since coming to Sutherland, and is rightly numbered
among the worth-while eitizens of Lincoln county and the dependable
members of his honored profession.

Fraxk R. Garaax. Sutherland is fortunate in having among
its worthwhile citizens young men of the highest capacity who have
proved their mettle by the noblest test, having given their country
a military service during the period it was at wur. One of these
aggressive inen who can be depended upon for publie-spirited action
in tumes of peace iz Frank R. Garman, a veteran of the great war,
imddco—purt-uer with Dr. G. O. Gordon in the drug business at Suther-
and.

I'rank R. Garman was born in Michigan on January 16, 1887, &
son of William and Susan (Campbell) Garman, who had the follow-
ing children: Grace, who married Charles Sutherdan. lives in Elvria,
Ohio; Georee, who lives at North Platte: Ralph, whe 1= alsg a resident
of North Platte, Nebraska ; Clarence. who lives at North Platte; Clyde, .
who is decensed ; Ray. who married E. N. Ogier, lives at North Platte,
and Frank IR.. who is the voungest. y

Williain Garman was a carpenter, but finding the demands of his
increasing family too heavy for conditicus surrounding him in
Michigan, he dectded 1o strike out and try to secure government land
in Nebraska, and =0, in 1890, he moved to Lineoln county and home-
steaded, proved up his land, placed it under cultivation and was here
engaged 1n farming until his deatly, which oecurred in October, 1915
He served in the Civil war in a Michigan company. His wife 15 also
deceased.

But a little child at the time the fanily migrated to Nehtaska,
Frank R. Garman has heen reared in this state and educated in the
public schools of North Platte and in the Creighton College of Phar-
maey, from which latter institution hie was graduated. Following his
graduation Mr. Garman caine to Sutherland and was in the employ
of Doctor Gordon until the United States entered the World war, at
whieh time Mr. Garman entered the service and was stationed at
Camp Funston, where he was made useful in the medical department.
After his honorable dizcharge he veturned to Sutherland, bought a
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half interest in the drug store and ;e now engaged in the practice
of his profession of pharmacist,

Mr. Garman was married on March 14, 1918, to Agnes Allison,
born near Mason, Illinois. Fraternally Mr. Garman belongs to the
Odd Fellows and Masons and also to the American Legion. e is
independent in his political views, Ilaving made the necessary sacri-
fice of his time and inclinations to live up to his coneeption of gond
citizensLip, Mr. Garman. like other veterans of the war, has gained
a broader view of civie rezponsibility and in the years to come is sure
to render to his community a better service hecause of this. History
teaches that after any great confliet i which the souls of jnen are
purged by self-sacrifice, there yesylts an awakening of spiritnality
and a general uplifting of conditions, and such eftects ave alreadyv
coming to light amrong the better elass in every community in the
country.

i

Ira E. Sa6E. The power of the press has never been so strong as
it is now, and those engaged in molding public opinion through
its medinm have to be, through necessity, alert men of unusual
_mentality. If thev are not they go under. forced to sink because of
the strenuous demands of the {imes which force exceptional service
fron: all of those connected with the production of newspapers. One
of the men keenly alive to the necesities of his thnes and calling
in Lincoln county is Ira T, Sage of Maxwell, proprietor and editor
of the “Maxwell Telepost,” one of the flourishing journals of this
part of the state.

Ira E. Sage was born in Ionia county, Michigan, on October 10,
1881, a son of David and Helen (Worden) Sage, natives of Canada
and New York. respectively. They had the following children born
to them: Madison, who lives at Ruskin, Nebraska: Charles, who
lives at Deming, New Mexico; Ada, who married Thomas Rosling, is
now deceased: Ira E.. who was the fourth in_order of birth: and
Myrtle, who Ilives at Ruskin, Nebraska. David Sage was actively
engaged in farming in JTonia county, Michigan, until 1881, when he
went to the West and there continued his agricultural operations,
becoming quite sucecssful as a general farmer and stockraiser of
Nebraska. Tle is now deceased.

Ira E. Sage attended the public schools of Nebraska and prepared
himself for the ealling of an educator. Tor some vears he was en-
gaged in this important line of work and became g well known
figure in the educational field. but finding his influence a somewhat
limited one after all, he decided to 2o into journalism, and coming to
Maxwell he bought the Maxwell “Telepost” in 1919, since which
time he has heen directin g its policies with admirable resuls.

In 1910 Mr. Sage was united in marriage with Miss Caroline
Roberts, who was born in Vermont. Mrs. Sage is a member of the
Baptist Chureh, and very active in its good work. Beth she and
Mr. Sage are centers of a congenial social eirele and are justly num-
bered among the leaders of the Younger set at Maxwell,

!

Jayes W. Ervrorr. Tt is pot given to every man to own and de-
velop his business connections. Many go through life as employes
perhaps not content to remain as such, but alwavs lacking sufficient
Initiative to forge ahead and pass into the class of emplovers. Some
of the most successful business men today began their individual
operations upon a very small scale, even going heavily into debt, but
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us they possessed the ability to produce results and handle their
problems efliciently they wmade good, and fecl that the end certainly
justified all of the price thev paid. One of the leading young busi-
ness men of Muxwell, who is doing well and deserves his prosperity,
for he has earned it himself, iz James W Llliott, owner of onc of
the first-class drug stores in this eity. ;

James W, Elliott was born in Clay county, Nebraska, on Septem-
ber 13, 15881, a son of James B. and Louise H. (Carson) Elliott,
natives of Ohio and Virginia, respectively. They became the par-
ents of the following children: Addie, who married V. E, Benson,
lives at North Platte, Nebraska; Ralph. who lives at Couneil Bluffs,
Towa; Daisy J., who married 1. T. Baker, now deceased, lives at
Maxwell; Frank R., who lives in North Platte. Nebraska; Stella, who
married Fred J. Tetro. lives at Brady, Nebraska; Alexander B., who
lives on a farm in Lincoln ecounty; and James ., who was the
youngest of the family. The father was originally a farmer, but
later on in life entered the orain and lumber business. In 1869 he
came to Clay county, Nebrasks, and there homesteaded, but in 1905
came to Lincoln county, where he is still living, being now retired
from active participation in business affairs. During the war between
the states he served in the Union Army as a member of the Tenth
Iowa Volunteer Infantry.

James_W. Elliott was educated in the public schools of Clay
county, Nebraska, and the Fremont School of Pharmaey, being
graduated from the latter institution after taking the regulation
course. He then moved to North Platte and worked in a drug store.
there until 1918, when he came to Maxwell and bought his present
drug store, to which he iz now devoting all his attention. Mr. Elliott
isunmarried. He is a sound and reliable man, and is recognized as an.
authority in his profession and iz a good citizen in every respect.

Lorexzo 8. MacodyrEr. One of the sterling pioneer citizens
of Lincoln county was Lorenzo S. Macomber, who is eminently en-
titled to specific mention in his county’s history. He was indus-
trious and persevering in whatever enterprises he undertook, and by
diligence and economy aceumulated a competency for his declining
years. His straightforward, manly course in life may well be held
up as an example, and it proved an inspiration to many. so that even
after he was removed from among us by “the reapér whose name is
death” his memory is reverenced by a large circle of friends and
acquaintances.

Lorenzo 8. Macomber was born on November 4. 1842, in Nor-
folk eountv, Massachusetts, and was the son of John and Mary
(Smith) Macomber. Ife was educated in the district schools of his
native community, where he lived until about nineteen vears of age,
when, in 1861, at the outbreak of the Civil war. he offered his serv-
ices in defense of the Union. serving with faithfulness and honor
to the close of the confliet. Tn 1870 Mr. Macomber moved to Iowa,
where he remained until 1873, when he moved to Sidney, Cheyenne
counly, Nebraska. which was his home for three vears. In 1876
he came to Lincoln county and beught a traet of land. Abont the
same time he entered the emplov of the Unien Pacific Railread
Company at North Platte as a blacksmith. serving efficiently in that
capacity for a numher of vears. He was faithful to whatever he ap-
plied himself and enjoved the respect of all who knew him. Though
he did not give much of his personal attention to farming operations,
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he was the awner of 180 acres of excellent land at the e of his
death and where his widow now lives. In 1879 he pre-empted 160
acres of land between the rivers, whieh he <old to Buflulo Bill' apnd
which is now embruced in the Coldy Ranch. Mr. Macomber lived
there three vears, wus then in the sheep husiness for three yvears and
then came to the farm wlhere he spent his Jast yeurs, ) :

In 1868 Mr. Macomber was married to Ahbbie D. Hemenway, a
native of the State of Maine, and to them were horn ejght children,
namely: Charles L., of North Platte: Georee A, who lives in
North Platte: David W gl a farmer in this county; Abbhie Nettie,
the wife of Georpe F. Pattison ; Chester Arthur, of North Platte ;
Harry H., who Jives at home; Frauk, at honie; and Lorenzo S,

Mr. Macomber died on December 24, 1916, and was buried at
Fort MePherson. He wug an appreciative member of the Grand
Army of the Republic and of the Methodist Episcopal Church. In
his political faith he was republican, though he did not take an
aetive part in public affairs. Although he wasz one of the most un-
ostentatious of men, open-hearted and candid in manner, he 2o or-
dered his actions as to mmpress all with his honesty of purpose and
motive, and he richly deserved the universal esteem which was ge-
corded to him.

Fraxk E. Kvare, In Cvery community there are certain men
to whom may be traced much of the present day prosperity, although
they may now be retired from active participation in business life.
They deserve the leasure and comfort thev are now enjoying, for
they have earned it by hard work and the utilizing of natural faculties
in both publie and Private enterprises. One of these men of Lincoln
county whose name is associated with much of the progress of this
region, and who is now engaged in enforcing the law and maintain-
ing order at Maxwell is Frank L. Knapp, city marshal and former
man of large affairs.

Frank E. Knapp was born in Towa on October 26, 1860, a son of
E. W. and Melissa (Otto) Knapp. natives of New York and Penn-
sylvania, respectively. They became the parents of eight children.
E. W. Knapp was o 'miller. first in Iowa and later in Kansas, where
he died in 1907, his widow surviving him until 1912, when she, too,
passed away.

Growing up in Towa and Kansas, Frank E. Knapp attended the
publie schools, and was taught by his excellent parents to make him-
self useful from an early age. For some years he was engaged in
ranching at ditferent points, and then, on Oetober 23, 1889 he came
to Lincoln connty, Nebraska, and homesteaded, proved up his elaim
and for several vears devoted himselt to farming and stockraising,
but after he had put his farm ju first-class shape he sought other
fields of endeavor, and came to Maxwell. Here he built the Maxwe]l
Hotel and condncted it for some years, but has praetically retired
from businesz Life. In the meanwhile he” was made deputy sheriff
under Sheriff Mittenberger, and gained an experience which Jed to
his appointment as marshal of Muxwell, wh ich office Le still holds.

In 1882 Mr, Knapp was united in marrtage with Maleda Seely,
born in Missourd, and they hecame the parents of six children, namely
Mjyrtle, who married 11V, Layton, of Maxwell; George I who is
also a resident of Maxwell: Frank D., who lives at Maxwell; Bernice
V., who married Perley Debles, lives at Kearney, .\*oh_rn:-l\jn.; Gladys,
who is ut hewe; and Edith, whe married  Benjumin Briges.
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Mr. Knapp belongs to the Chireh of the Latter Day Saints. In
politics he iz a republican. In every respect Mr. Knapp is a fine
man, and he is held in the deepest respect by all who know him.

Louvis E. Srory. The man who establishes and successfully con-
ducts a mereantile establishiment of Ligh character as surely renders
a service to his commuunity as though he represented its interests in
legislative bodies or upheld its dignity as a member of one or other of
the learned professions. The needs of g constantly augmented popu-
lation, combined with the present difficullies experienced by all
dealers, make it necessary for the men engaged in ineeting the de-
mands of their customers (o possess qualities of an unusual charae-
ter, and therefore thaze who luve weathered the storms of the last
few years have proven their ability and shown their good citizenship
in numerous ways. One of these dependable merchants of Lincoln
county who measures up to the above standards in all particulars is
Louis E. Story, of Maxwell.

The birth of Louis E. Story took Place in Chester county, Penn-
sylvania, in 1870, and he is 4 son of Charles and Melvina (Devo)

tory, natives of Pennsylvania and New York, respectively. Tle
father was a tobacconist who in 1879 eame west to Kearvey, Nebraska,
and homesteaded in Buffalo county, and eontinued io be occupied
with agricultural activities the remainder of his life. He died in
1889, but Mrs. Story is still living at Newark, Nebraska.

Practically all of the educational training of Mr. Story was re-
cetved in Nebraska, for he was but nine years old at the time of the
family migration to this siaie. Following the completion of his
school days he engaged in farming, and was so occupied until 1897,
when he came to Lincoln county and embarked in a mercantile busi-
ness, with W. A, Merrick as his partner, at Maxwell, since which
time he has devoted all of his attention to the store. The business
has been expauded and the firm are recognized as being among the
leading merchants of their part of the county.

In March. 1899. Mr. Story was united in marriage to Miss Edna
L. Merrick, and they became the parents of the foillowing children
William, Irene, Charles, Grace. Donald and Howard, Mrt. Story be-
longs to Maxwell Lodge, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and is
interested in its growth. 1Ie i3 a level-headed man of affairs, deeply
immersed in business, but still breadminded enough to recognize the
need for public improvements and to be willing to support any move-
ment to get those that he believes will be praetieal.

WitLiay €. Dorax.  Lineoln county is admirably adapted for
many lines of business activity, and its progressive men are taking
advantage of the opportunity this recion offers then, so that they are
themselves acquiring a material prosperity and Increasing the pres-
tice of their locality. One of these men is William €. Dolan of
Maxwell. who is extensively interested in the eattle business.

William C. Dolan was born in Lincoln eounty on Julv 16, 1875,
a son of Peter ¥ and Anna G. (Kelleher) Dolan. natives of Treland
and New York. They became the parents of the following ehildreu
Willinm C., who was the eldest born; Mary G., who lives at Chicago.
Tllinois, where she is engaged in teaching school ; Ferrill I"., who lives
in North Dakota; Joeseph €7, who is a veteran of the great war, saw
service overseas, and is now a second licutenant stationed at Camp
Pike; and Lenore, who lives at Chicago, Illinois.
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Peter I*. Dolan was a railroad man who eame to the United States
in 1865, and spent some time in Texas, ufter which he eame to
Nebraska, locating at Maxwell in 1873, and working out of this
place on the railroud. IIis death ocenrved in 1897, but his widow
survives him and miakes her home gt Chiciizo, Minnis,

Not onlv was Williuin C. Dolun aiven the advantaee of a publie
school edueation, but also that afforded by Saint Marv's School in
Kansus.  After completing his schooling he returned to Lineoln
county and taught school for live vears, but, althouah he becaime very
populur as an educator, he felt that his abilities were such as to better
fit him for a business life, and he began handling cattle, meeting
with such suceess that he has vemained in this line ever sinee.

In 1902 Mr. Dolan was united in murriage with Mamie £, Nu-
gent, daughter of John W, of whor mention is made on other pages
of this volume. She was born in Tilineis. Mr. and Mrs. Dolan have
one daughter, Viela A.. who is at home. They are members of the
LRieman Catholic Chureh. and Mr. Dolan belongs to the Knighis of
Columbus. In hiz politics he has always been a demoerat, and his
father voted the same ticket, but neither held office. Mr. Dolan is
a man widely and fuvorably know, for he possesses (hose individual
characteristics which not only make for good citizenship, but warm,
personal friendships. .

Craries 1T, Loxerre.  The traveler through Lineoln county has
diffienlty in realizing that 1ot so many vears ago Lthe present scene
of fertile farme and thriving eominunities was the home of herds of
buftalo. and uncultivated save here and there a pateh of stunted corn
put in by an Indian squaw less improvident than the majority. And
yet this is true, and also the fact that present day eonditions have
been brought about through the energy. industry and brave courage
of the pioneers, who. coming here as homesteaders. were broad-
visioned enongh to see the possibilities of this great state and to labor
unceasingly to develop themn. Al of this development has taken
place in the lifetime of many of the present residents of the state,
whose vears still fall short of the biblical limit of three score years
and ten, and there are others, born in the state. who vividly remember
when life was still full of hardships and the various occupations
carried on in a omewhat erude manner. One of the native sons of
Lincoln county, Nebhraska, who is still in the priine of vigorous voung
manhood, pleasantly recalling personal experiences similar to the
above, i+ Charles H. Longpre of Maxwell.

The birth of Charles H. Longpre took place in Lineoln county on
February 13, 15889, and he is a son of Anthony B. and Lulu E.
(1Tays} Longpre, natives of Canada and Wansas. They beeame the
parents of the following children: Anthony Edward, who lives at
Missoula. Montana: Ella J, who married A. F. Nugent, lives in
Shreveport, Louisiana; Albert F., whao lives in Curran, Michigan;
Williarn B, who lives in Lincoln county: Clara G., who lives in
Lincoln eounty. married IL 1. Lewis; George 0., who lives in
South Daketa; Roy J., who lives at Senttsbluft, Nebraska: Anna
Laura, whe married Fdward Faulkner, lives at Froitdale, South
Dakota: and Charles TL., whose name heads this review. The father
of this fumily was a farmer who came to Lineoln county at a very
early diy and homesteaded, thereafter following farming and stock-
raising, Ile nesisted in cuttine the fumber for the government fort
in this vicinity, and hunted huffalo with William F. Cody, and other-
wige participated ju pioncer incidents.
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Charles H. Longpre attended the public sehonls of Linecaln county,
and after cotpleting i< education secan farning, and he has also
been inlo:'vstecl in ranching. beine successful in hoth lines. He was
married in 1913 to Marguerite Ritter, who died on February 21, 1918,
leaving behind her a wide eivele of sympathizing friends, who
mourned her loss.

Frep R. Fixen. To no class of men docs a commumity owe 2
decper obligation than to those who devote their abilities, natural and
cultivated, to the handling of real estate. and the development of new
sections of their cities. .\ real estate man iz 2 natural booster, and
long before the average citizen hus awnkened to the necessity of mak-
ing known the advantages of his locality, the alert business roan whe
has concentrated his interest upon this special line has brought he-
fore the public roany facts which lead sound investors and progressive
homeseekers to look into the claims wmade by him. Fred R. Fineh
of Maxwell is one of these men and not only is he doing a fine business
in handling city and raral properties, but he is making the name of
Maxwell known all over Lineoln and surrounding counties, and is
recognized az one of the live wires in his line. )

Fred R. Finch was born in Ohio on Februury 11, 1869, a son
of John and Mary L. (Bails) Finch, both natives ‘of Ohio. to whom
were born four children. John Fineh was a farmer until hig death,
which occurrcd in 1913, and since his demise his widow has heen
making her home at Barnesville. Ohio. After completing his eduea-
tional training, which was accorded him in the public schools of Ohio,
Fred R. Fineh emburked in nierchandising and farming in Olio,
where he remained until 1906, but in that year came to Nebraska and
spent a year in Custer county. Ie then came to Lincoln county,
where he homesteaded, proved up his claim and farmed jt for a
time, but then came to Maxwell and engazed in the real estate busi-
ness, and now devotes all of his time and energies to it.

In 1899 Mr. Finel was united in uarriage with Lydia T, War-
rick, also a native of Olio, and thev have two children, Ozcar and
Etliel, both of whom are at home. Tor some vears past Mr. Finch
has been a Mason. In the ereed of the Methodist Episcopal Churceh
he finds expression for his religious Lelief, and he lives up to the
ideals of bath his chureh and his fraternity. A man of broad vision,
he has been able 10 see the possibilities of Maxwell, and his sincerity
and enthusiasm with reference to it have convinced others and he
undoubtedly has been the means of bringing a nnmber to this vicinity
and of interesting outside canital in its progress, =0 that in every way
he is one of the public==pirited men of Maxwell and Lincoln eountxy.

Crype E. Kexxox, M. D. The profession of medicine Opens up to

2 man a wide range of usefulness. Its spliere ix many-sided, and that
phase which accomplizhes the mare than splendid work of preserving
God-given life sav< nothing of the world of sorrow that is banished
ot the happiness and continued love that is re-enthroned in health
restored through the exercize of the divine art of healing. for it i
indeed a divine wt, and those whe study it. mellowed and enviched
as they are threngli their aszociation with wnmasked liumanity, are
ossessed of a priceless ability to obey the command “heal the sick
%‘ew of the member: of this honored profession fail to live up to the
highest conception of its ideals, and Lincoln county has its fuil quota
of these skilled, self-sncrificing, experienced and devoted men of
medicine whose presence in a sickroom brings confidence and hope
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and work in behall of their eommunity, greatly improved sanitary
conditions. One of these able pliysicians and surgeon:s of the county
who is worthy of aull praise thut can be given him is Dr. Clyde E.
Kennon of Maxwell.

Docior Kennon was born at Maleolm, Towa, on June 286, 1879, a
son of John W. and Elizabeth G. (Griffin) Kenion, natives of Ohio
and Cunada, respectively. the latler having been hrought to the
United States when a child and reared in this country.,  John W.
Kennon was a farmer by calling. who moved to Furnas county Ne-
braska, in 1592, there continuing his agricultural activities until his
retirement, at which tine he located permianeutly at Maxwell, where
Le =till resides. '

After attending the Nebraska publie schools Doctor Kennon took
the regulur course ai the Creighton Medical College at OQwaha, Ne-
braska, from which he was graduated in 1906 with the dezree of
Doctor of Medicine. He immediately theveafter established himself
in a general medical practice at Awberst, Nebraska, but in 1908 eame
to Maxwell, where he has since remained. and he has here built up
a large and payiug praetice which extends over quite a wide territory,
for his skill is universally admitted, and his services ave in great de-
mand by these who appreciate the value of a physician of his capa-
bilities.

In 1907 Doctor Kennon was married to Ruby Cobleigh, born in
Nebraska, and they have two children, Gerald and Donald. Doctor
Kennon is a Mason, and he belongs to the Presbyterian Church.

R. A Scorr. Owing to his connection with the banking business
of the western part of Lincoln county, the subject of this sketeh needs
no formal introduetion to the readers of this volume. In a straight-
forward, conservative manner he has sought to perform the duties of
2 progressive citizen while advancing his own interests, and his sup-
port can always be depended upon in the furtheranee of any laudable
movement having for itz object the welfare of the general public.

R. A. Seott was born in Cuba, Illinoie, on October 31, 1888, and
is the son of George L. and Edmonia (Ewan) Scott. both of whom
are natives of Virginia, and who are referred to inore specifically in
the sketch of M. E. Secott, of North Platte, which appears elsewhere
in this work. R..\. Seott received his education in the public schools
of Lis native town, graduating from the high selicol. - He then toolk
a commercial eourse in the Gem City Business College at Quiney,
Iilinois, and next entered the Beuton College of Law, where he was
graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Laws. In 1914 he located
i North Platte, hut in the following vear he canie to Sutherland and
beeamie eonnected with the Farmers State Bank, of which he became
viee president. This well-known institution has a capital of $23.000,
asnrplus of $5.000 and average deposits of about $3010.000. My, Scott
has devated himself prettly elosely to the interests of the bank, and
not a little of its prusperity has been attribitable to his sound business
judgment and advice and his personal popularity.

On April 24,1913, Mr. Scott was united in mnarriage with Sallie
Southerland Fentress. who was horn in Miseouri, and to them has
been born one child. Jerome. In political allairs Mr. Scott gives his.
support to the demoeratic party. while fraternally he is a member
of the Independent Order of 0dd Fellows, the Benevolent and Pro-
tective Order of Llks and the Brotherhood of American Yeomen.
Mrs. Scott is a member of the Episcopal Chureh. Mr. Scott’s life
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has been a husy and sueeessful one, characterized by dutv well and
faithfullv performed. and because of his sterling qualities of char-
acter, hiz suceess and his public spirit he enjove to a marked degree
the confidence and regard of the entire community.

Joux W. Cox. The best history of a community or state is the
one that deals most with the lives and activities of its people, espe-
cially those whe by their own endeavor and indomitable energy have
forged to the frout and placed themselves where they well deserve
the title of progressive men. In the following lines will be found the
record of one who has by a life consistent in motive and action
achieved a definite success in his chosen voeation and who today
enjoys the good opinion of all who know him because of his upright
life and his thrift and industry.

John W. Cox was born in Towa on September 11, 1868, and is
the son of Joshua and Martha (Crowell) Cox. The father was born
in Ohic and hiz wife in Illinois, and their union was bleszed by the
birth of six children, namely: William, of Keith countv, Nebraska;
Elva, the wife of A. W. Shanor, of Emerson, Iowa; John W., the
immediate subject of this sketch; Clarence. of Benson, Minnesota;
Frank A., of Sutherland, Lincoln county; and James, of Council
Blufls, Towa. Joshua Cox followed agricultural pursuits in Iowa for
many vears. or until 1901. when he eame to Lincoln county and
bought land. which he devoted to general farming and stockraising
until his death in 1912, He was a democrat in his political faith and
a Baptist in his religious aflilintion. His widow is now living in
Sutherland.

John W. Cox was reared under the parental roof and secured his
education in the public schools of JTowa. On attaining mature vears
he turned his attention to furming, which he pursued until 18986,
when he came to Lincoln county and bought a tract of land, to the
improvement of which he applied himself and which he has since
devoted to farining and stockraising. A man of goed judgment. sound
diserimination and indefatigable industry. he has heen prospered.
in all hiz undertakings and is numbered among the substantial and
prosperous farmers of his seetion of the county. The improvements
on his place are permanent and substantial in eharaeter, the general
appeareince of the place indicating the owner to he a man of excellent
taste and judgment.

Mr. Cox was married to Luev A. MeGrew, a native of Towa, and
they have become the parents of nine children. <ight of whom are
living, namelv: Iva. the wife of Charles White. of Sutherland ; Rus-
sell A.. a farmer near Sutherland; Merl E.. who lives on the farm
with his brother Russell: Sarah. the wife of Rav Pierson, of Suther-
land; Kenneth, who lives near Sutherland; and Clara, Vance and
Irma are at home.

Mr. Cox is independent in his political attitude, not being hound
by party ties. but preferring to follow the dictates of his judgment.
He is a member of the Baptist Chuareh, while fraternally he iz aflili-
ated with the Modern Woodmen of America.  Although his life has
been a busy one, he has never shrunk from his duties as a eitizen and
gives his support to everv movement for the advancement of the
public welfare. Becanse of his excellent character hie is deservedly
populdr throughout the community.

CrarexCE A. Lav. It cannot be other than interesting to note
in the series of personal sketches appearing in this work the varying
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conditions that have colupussed thnse whose careers are outlined, and
the effort has been nnade 1n euncl case to bring into proper perspretive
the schieme of cach respective career. The: bunfs of Linecoln county
have ever maintained a higl) standivg, and among the able workers
in this fielld of endeavor i= Clarence . Lau, eashier of the Farmers
State Bunk of Sutherland. who Lias, through his sterling husiness
qualifieations and Lis hizh personal character, won the confidence
and good will of the entire commiunity,

Clarence A. Tau was born in Ambherst, Lorain county, Ohin, on
September 21, 1884, and is the son of Fred and Martha (Dute) Lau,
both of wlioni were born and reared in Ohio. The father was a furmer
by vocation and in 1856 raoved to Cass county, Nebraska, where he
bought land and continued his farming operations. ITix death ne-
curred there on April 27, 1918, [le wus o menber of the Methodist
Epizcopal Chureli and was « republican in his political views. e
15 survived by his widow. who still lives in Cise county. They were
the parents of three children. of whom the subject of this sketeh is
the only survivor.

Clarence A. Lau received his education in the public schools of
Cass county, Nebraska. where the family bad settled when he was
about two vears old. e completed his edneation in the Nebraska
Weslevan Univerwsity. and then entered the old Suthecland State Bank
in 1910. A vear later he resigned and became conneeted with the
Farmers State Bank at Sutherland. of which he has since been
cashier. e has handled the responsible duties of that position in a
mauner that has won the approval not ouly of his business associates
but of the patrons of the bank. for he posseszes the tact and courtesy
which are essential qualifications in « posttion of this kind. In addi-
tion he has that solid business judgraent and sound diserimination
which is equally necessary in the successful conduct of a banking
business. ;

In 1912 Mr. Lau was married to Lillie White, a native of Illinois.
He is a republican in his political views, while fraternallv he is a
member of the Ancient Free and Aceepted Masons and the Independ-
ent Order of Odd Fellows. He is a member of the Methodist Episcopul
Church and his wife of the Presbyterian Church.  His life history
exhibits a career of unswerving integrity, indefatigable private in-
dustry and wholesome soeial relat ions, and because of his suceess and
his qualities of character he enjoys an enviable standing in this
community,

ArsErT CooLinar.  No eitizen of a pust generation in Lincoln
county wis better or more favorably known than the late .Albert
Cnolidge, long an enterprizsing farmer and stock raiser and a citizen
who, while advaneing his own interests, never negleeted his duties
to the public. Whatever of success he attained was entirely vwing
to his individual efforts, his energy and natural ability. Frow mall
hegiunings he aradually attained a prominence which entitled him
to the high esteem which he enjoved among his neighbors, all of
whom reposed in him the utiaost canfidenco.

Albert Conlidee was born in Hillshorn, New Mampshire. on the
first dav of April. 1842, and was a son of John and TTarriet (Towne)
Conlidge. The father, who was a farmer by vocation, was a native
of the State of Massachusetts. while hiz wife was born in New Hamp-
shire.  Thev beeame the parents of five children, all of whom are
deceased. The subject of this sketch received only a eonunon school
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educacion in his native town, where he lived until eighteen vears of
age, when he began clerking in o stove in Cambridee, Massachu-
setts, At the age of twenty years My, Coolidge moved west, locating
in Fond du Lae connty, Wisconzin, where lie was vnzmaged in teach-
ing school for a time. e next entered the employ of the Chieago &
Northwestern Railrowd Quimpany at Clarence, Towa, but afterward
went to Nashville, Tenmnessee, where he was eonneeted with the ord-
nance department of the United States Army uniil 1865, TIn the lat-
ter year Mr. Coolidge went to Omalin, Nebraska, where he was em-
ployed by the TUnion Pacifie Railroad Company in various capac-
ities for two vears, or until 1867, which vear marked his arrival in
Lincoln eounty, with which he remained identitied during the re-
mainder of his life. e homesteaded u tract of land here, and there-
after during his active years devoted hiz time and attention to farm-
ing and stock raising.  In these allied lines he was eminently suc-
cessfuily and at one time owned over twelve hundred acres of land,
and kept an average of from 500 to 600 head of cattle on his land.
He was partial to the Holstein breed, and maoy fine animals were
shipped from his furm.

On October 11, 1870, Mr. Coolidge was married to Delia A.
Crookes, and thev becamne the parents of three children. namelv:
Hattie M., the wife of G. Walter Reckard, of near Tlershev; and
Mande L. and Clarence L. are living at home. Mr. Coolidge died
on June 26, 1919 highly respected throughout the community where
so many veuars of his life were snent. DPolitieally he gave his support
to the republican party, but did not take an active part in public
affaits.  Tle was an attendant of the Congregational Church and
supported every worthy movement for the advancement of the best
interests of the community. He was one of the sturdy spirits of the
cormnunity, and because of his publie spirit and his high personal
character, as well az his business suceess, he enjoyed the confidence
and respect of all who knew him.

Ricirarp ITarTarax. Tt is a pleasure to revert to the carcer of
a successiul self-made man. Peenliar honor attaches to that indi-
vidual who, beginning the great strugele of life alone and unaided,
gradually overcomes the obstacles in the pathway of success and suc-
ceeds in foreing his wav to the front and winning for himself a posi-
tion of esteem and influence among his fellows. Such is the record
of the popular citizen and suecessful business man of Sutherland to
a brief synopsis of whose life the following paragraphs are devoted.

Richard Iartman wag born in Chicago. Tllinois, on November 29,
1886, and iz the son of John and Dertha TTartman. The father was
an expert decorator and followed that business for many years. The
subicct received his educational training in the publie schools of
Chicago, and remained in that eity until about twenty-four vears of
age, when, in 1910. he eame to Lineoln county, and during the tol-
lowing four years was engaged in farming. In 1914 Mr. Hartman
came to Sutherland and. forming & partnership with Williamm Thomp-
son. engaced in the real estate business. to whieh he has closely de-
voted his attention eontinuously since. They have handled an
enormous amount of real estate during the subsequent vears, and
Mr. Iartman has a high reputation ag a competent and well qualified
judge of land and nroperty values.

On June 7. 1912, Mr, Hartman was married to thel Merritt.
who was born in Towa, and to themn have been born four children.
Toraine, Elsa, Howard and Donald. Politically Mr, Hartman i inde
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rendent, declining to Le bound by s:ret party lines, but preferring
to follow the dictutes of his own JuliTment as to men and MICASNTES,
He is a member of the Methodit Z:isenpal Church, He 1s public
spirited in his attitude towurd all ez ¢rprises or movements looking
to the advancenent of the hest mn=rets of the community, and ig
held in the highest esteem by the people generally.

WLt M. Duss. It s 2 well recognized fact that the most
powerful influence in shaping ard controlling public life is the
press. It reaches a greater number of people than any other agency,
and thus has always been and in the hands of persons competent
to direct it, alwaya will be a wost Lnportant factor in molding pub-
lie opinion and shaping the destinx of the nation. The gentleman
to a brief review of whoze life these lines are devoted is prominently
conuected with the journalism of Lincoln county, being at this tinte
owner and publisher of the Sutherland Courier, one of the popular
Papers of the county, cornparing favorably with the best loeal sheets
in this section of the state in news, editorial ability and mechanical
exceution. The county recognizes in Mr. Dunn not only one of
the keenest Newspaper men. but al= a representative citizen whose
interest in all that affects the general welfare has been of such a
character as to win for him g high place in the confidence gnd es-
tem of the people.

Wil M. Dunn was horn in Warren county. Tows. on January 12,
1867, and is the son of J. B. and Maria M. (Hiatt) Dunn, both of
whom were natives of Indiana. Thev became the parents of nine
children, of whom seven are living. J. B. Dunn was a lawyer by
profession in Iowa for many vears, being verv successful in the
practice. Tn 1908 he moved to Custer county, Nebraska, where he
spent the remainder of his vears, his death oceurring there in March,
1918, He was a member of the Masonie Order, and of the Meth-
odist Episeopal Church, while his pelitical support was given to the
republican, party.

Will M. Dunn received his educational training in the public
schools of Adair county. Jowa, and afier completing his education
he became identified with the newspaper business. He became the
owner of the only republican newspaper in the County of Ray. at
Richmond, Missouri, in competition with nine of the opposite politi-
eal faith. and he everted a powerful influence in that community.
He was the first newspaper man in the state to mention Herbert S.
Hadlex for governor, and rersisted in his advoeacy until his candi-
date was elected. In 1908 Mr. Dunn came to Nebraska. and for a
time ran a paper at Callaway. Trom there he went to McPherson
county, where he published a paper until Fehruarv 1. 1918, when
he eame to Lincoln county and bonght the Sutherland Courier. an
independent newspaper, of which he is till the owner and editor.
TTe has doubled its circulation and made it a power among the news-
papers of the county,

In Mav, 1892, Mr. Duno wiw married o Nanev “'i]san.. and
they are the parents of six ehildren. namely: Frank,_who i en-
gaged in the newspaper husiness in Stapleton ; Harold, in the drug
business at Stapleton; Ethel M., Doris, Lillian and Will M, Jr,
who are at home. _

Politicallv Mr. Dunn is an ardent supporter of the republican
partv. while fraternallv he is a member of the Independent Order of
0dd Fellows and the Woodmen of the World, He and his wife are
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menibers of the Methodist Episcopal Church. A man of tircless
eneriy, recognized ability and eenial dispozition, he has not only
been suecessful in his individual atlaivs, but has won and retains to
a notable degree the esteem and good will of all who knew him.

E. C. Browxy. Among the earnest and enterprising men whose
ability and depth of character had gained them a prominent place
in the community and the respect and confidence of his fellow oiti-
zens is B. C. Brown, the well-known hardware dealer at Sutherland.
A man of decided views and landable ambitions, his influence has
ever made for the advancement of the community, and for a num-
ber of years he has ranked among the suceessful and representative
business men of this Tocality.

E. C. Brown is a Yankee by nativity, his birth having occurred
in the State of Vermont on Augnst 20, 1862, and he is the son of
Jerry and Martha (Thompson) Brown, both of whom also were
born and reared in Vermont. They became the parents of five chil-
dren, of whom four are living.  Jerry Brown was reared to the life
of a farmer, and followed that vocation praciically during his en-
tive life. Tn 1864 he moved to Towa. where he continued his agri-
cultural operations np to the time of his death, which oecurred in
1831. He was survived a number of vears by hiz widow, whose
death occurred in 1909.

F. C. Brown was about two vears of age when the family moved
from Vermont to Iowa, and in the latter state he received his edu-
cational training. He remained there until 1893, when he came to
Lincoln county and organized the first bank at Sutherland, ander
the name of the Bank of Sutherland, in which he remained inter-
ested until 1900, when he honght a hardware store at Sutherland
and has since devoted his efforts to that business. in which he has
met with a very satisfactorv decrce of success. He carries a large
and coinplete line of shelf and heavy hardware. bezides implements
and other accessory lines, and has built up a large and representa-
tive_patronage throughout the surrounding country.

In 1900 Mr. Brown was married to Lena Godhardt, and to their
union three children have been born, Clarence, Edith and Cora.
Politieally Mr, Brown gives his support to the republican party,
while Mrs. Brown is a member of the Lutheran Church. They are
extremely popular in the social cireles in which they move and have
a large cirele of warm and loval friends. Mr. Brown is public-
spirited and gives his heartv support to every movement for the ad-
vancement of the welfare of the community in which he lives.

WarLrer Coxkn. The subject of this review enjovs distinciive
prestige among the citizens of the Town of Sutherland, Lineoln
county, where he is snccessfully engaged in the mercantile business,
and as a neighbor and ecitizen he is highly csteemed by all whe
know him. He has earned the right to be called one of the pro-
gressive men of his community. ,
~ Walter Coker is a native of Towa county, Wisconsin, where he
was horn on October 17, 1371, and is the son of John and Adeluide
(Calame) Coker. The father was a native of England and the
mother of Wisconsin. John Coker, who was a miner in Wisconsin
for many vears, was the discoverer of the famous Coker mine and
was suecessful in his line, but finallv he quit mining and in 1883
he moved to Lincoln eounty, Nehvaska, and homesteaded a tract of
land. To this he added by purchase until he became the owner of
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geverul hundred acres of Lnul. or which Le raised stock for the map-
ket. He was successful in s alfuie and wag held in hieh esteemn
0 his cotmmunity.  He died i I and his widow died i Suther-
land April 29, 1020, e was a republican in politicx, a member of
the Ancient I"rec und Accepted Masous and of the Preshyvterian
Church. To him and his wife were born nine children, seven of
whom are now living, namely: Sarah. the wife of James Raw, of
Hobson, Montana; Charles, who mirried Rhoehan Ellsworth and
uow lives in Beloit, Wizconsin; Heury, of Sutherland ; Willinmn 3,
who lives near Sutherland; Frank. aiso living near Sutherland -
Walter. the imniediate subject nf this review EH\\'im who is a busi-
ness purtier of the subject and is reforred to on other pages of this
work; and two who died in infaney.

Walter Coker was about twelve vears of age when the family
came to Lincoln county, and he received the major portion of his
education in the schools of North Platte. Tor a while after leaving
school he was a cowboy, and was engaged by the government to
deliver cattle to the Pine Ridge Indians from 1896 to 1900 He
then engaged in stockraising, which oceupied his atiention until
1813, when he formed g partnership with Lis brother Fdwin and
they engaged in the general mereantile business in Sutherland. They
have been successful in this enterprise, carrving a large and well
selected stock of coods, and enjoying a large und representative
patronage drawn from a wide radius of surrounding eountry.

Mr. Coker was married in 1900 to Eva L. Peyton, who is a na-
tive of Nehraska, and they are the parents of two children, Mavnard
and Lueille. Mr. Coker is a niermber of the Aneient Free and Ac-
cepted Masons and the Presbyterian Chureh, while his political sup-
port i3 miven fo the republican partv. He is 2 man of tact and
sound judgment, which. combined wiil; his industry and genial per-
sonality, have rendered him popular with all classes and he has won
and retains a host of warm and loyal friends.

Eowi~ Cokex, who, in partnership with Lis brother Walter, is
engaged in the wercantile business in Sutherland, was born in Iowa
county, Wisconsin, on April 12, 1874, the son of Jolhu and Adelaide
(Calame) Coker, the former a native of Tngland and the latter of
Wisconsin.  (See sketeh of Walter Coker for family history.)

Edwin Coker was about nine years of age when the family came
to Lincoln county, and he recéived his education in the public
schonls of North Platte. Ilis first active work wus as a raneher. in
which he was engaged until 1910, As a barber he opcened the firss
shop in &utherlund and operated it for nine vear~. Tle then opeied
" the first undertaking establishment in Sutherland in partnership
with W. R. Maloney but in 1911 the partnerzhip was dissolved. In
1913 he and his brother Walter engaged in the egencral niercantile
business in Sutherland, in which they have met with pronounced
success. .

In 1899 Mr. Coker was married to Eva Yates, who was horn in
Tilinois but reared in Nebraska, and they have one child, Marjorie,
thirteen vears of age. r. Coker gives his support te the republiean
party, and is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
He and his wife are members of the Presbyterian Church, and he
gives his support to everv worthy moral or benevolent ohjeet. Ile
is a man of excellent business qualifications and is deservedly popu-
lar throughout the community. . :
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Jesvnins Bigenss. N sotera Nebruska citizen, now living
retired at North Platte, Jonatlu, Higgius cane to this western coun.
try about the time the grem diseus=ton was going on in Congress
over the Kuansu+«Nehrasl bill, and his life here has Leen practically
coincident with that of the territory and state,

Mr. Higeins was born in Nortl, Caroling October 14, 1837, and
has attained the dignity of fourseore yeus and three.  His parents
were Vincent atud Jane ( Wilson) Hiwgins, his father a wative of
North Curoling and hi= mothey of Virginio, i which stute they were
married and where they speit many vears as farmiug people. Of
their eight ehildren Jonathan ic {he only oue now left. Iis mother
was a Quaker in religion. while hix father wus u Baptist. and in
yourger years voled the whig ticket and later way a Jucksonian
deniocrat.

Jonathan Higeins was member of a family that never succeeded
in raising its condition above the line of self-respecting poverty, and
consequently he was obliged to confront the sertous problems of life
at an early age. Tle had a limited schinoling in subseription sehools
in North Curolina, but attended seliool only when the weather did
not permit work in the npeu fields. Ile had sonie farming experience
in Virginia, and was ahout seventeen vears of age when he came to
Nebrasky in 1854, As one of the pioneers of the territory his first
location was in Nemaha county, where he pre-empted a claim.
Mr. Higgins remained a resident of Neinaha county until 1880.
Same of his hardest experiences were experienced there, even when
he had his land reclaimed it was a difTicult matter to make a living.
For a number of vears he was isolated from markets, and also had
to contend with dryv, hot weather, grasshoppers, and nearly every
other visitation of hard luck known to western settlers. At the time
of the Civil war he was engaged in freighting. operating an ox team
outfit over the Oregon trail between Nebraska City and Denver,
western government posts. He was engaged in that work, carrying
government supplies, for four vears. {

In 1880 Mr. Tliggins moved to Nuekolls county, where he bought
land, in 1884 bought other land in Furnas county, and was actively
identified with stockraising on a large scale in that section of the
state until 1908, He then sold his ranch and coming to Lincoln
county hought land near Rignell. He still owns 340 acres, hut since
1916 has lived in comfortable retirernent at North Platte. His many
friends in Lineoln county, knowing the vieissitudes of his early life,
take special pleasure in the fact that he now has an ainple compe-
tence for all his needs. During the oreat panie of 1873 Mr. Higeins
lost every cent of his hard won aecumulations. He had other difi-
culties to enntend with in other vears, but he never lost his elastic
spirit and determination, tliat being the key to his subsequent suc-
cess.

In 1857, in Nemaha county. Mr. Higging married Mary T, Good,
a native of Tndiana. She died in 1880, the niother of twelve chil-
dren, only three of whom are now living: Belle, wife of I. H. Ed-
medstien, 1 real estate man at North Platte; Ulvsses G., wha is a
breeder of full blood Red hogs at Fairment, Nebraska: and Mary,
wife of A, R. McCain. an oil operator in Wyoming. In 1852 Mr, Hig-
gins married Phocbe Delav, who was born at Nemaha, Nebraska, in
1857. Three children have been horn to their marriage: W. C., a
farmer at Cambridec, Nebhraska: Clara, wife of II. C. Woodgate. who
lives on a farm south of North Platte: and Jennings Bryvan, at home
with his father.
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Mr. Higgins is a Methodist, a Mason, and an independent voter.
While living in Nemaha county he served two terms as county com-
me]unor, ulso as justice of the peace and member of the school

oard.

Joux . Joinson. One of the most widely known and highly
honored of Lineoln countv's pronceers is John H. Johnson, of Suther-
land, who came to this favored region more than thirty-five vears
ago and has lived lere continuouzly since. ¥e carly had the saeac-
1ty to discern the eminence which the frture had in store for this
section of the state and, acting in aecordance’ with the dictates of
faith and judgment, he reaped in the fullness of time the generous
benefits= which are the just recornpense of indomitable industry,
sterling integrity and sound discrimination. ="

John H. .Johnson was born in Putnam county, Indiana, on
May 29, 1847, and is the son of Abraham and Lueindz (Woods)
Johuson. To these parents, who are both deceased, were born eight
children. of whom are now living, the subject of this sketch and
Sarah Ellen. a widow who is living in Mount Ayr, Towa. Abraham
Johnson was a farmer by voeation, following that calling in In-
diana wntil 1853, when he moved to Ringgold county, Iowa, where
he was similarly encaged during the remainder of his life. The
subject of this sketeh was about eight venrs of age when the family
moved to Towa. and in the schools of that state he received his eduy.
cational training. On completing his education Mr. Johnson en-
gaged in farming there until 1585, when he came to Lincoln county
and entered a homestead, the northwest half of section 30, township
13, range 34, twelve mailes southwest of Sutherland. He was among
the early settlers of his section of the county and has been an eye
witness of and a participant in the wonderful transformation which
has taken place here during the subsequent vears. His first years
here were characterized by toil of the most strennous gort, but he
persisted and, by unremitting industry and sound judgment in his
operation, he finally realized the success which was bound to result
from his enterprise. He conducted general farming operations until
a few years ago, when he retired from aetive labor and is now resid-
ing in Sutherland, in the eujoyment of that rest which he so richly
esrned. He has eight acres in the Town of Sutherland.

On the 14th of ‘April. 1870, Mr. Johnson was married to Caro-
line Sinco, a native of Jeffer-on couuty, Iowa, and they became the
parents of ten children. namely: Leona J., the wife of I'red Pier-
gon, of Sutherland; Ottic. the wife of (. B. MeKinstry, a banker at
Sedgwick, Colorado; Eunice. the wife of S. E. Anderson, of Lin-
coln county; Mabel, the wife of J. N. Buchanan, of Sedegwick, Colo-
rado; Mary, the wife of Flarrv Stewart, a farmer near Sutherland;
Bertha. who is a teacher in the public schools of Sutherland; Morti-
mer. who lives in Sedawick, Colorado. engaged in the hardware and
implement husiness: Ahraham, a furmer near Elsie, Nebraska; Alger,
who lives at Laramie. Wyoniing. engaged in the furniture and hard-
ware business; Ouo V., who at the ontbreak of the war between the
United States and Germany offered his services to his country. be-
coming 2 member of Company K, Three Iundred and Fifty-fifth
Regiment, Eighty-ninth Division. FHe was sent overseas with his
regiment and after active and faithful service was killed in battle on
November 6, 1918, but five days before the signing of the armistice.
Otte was a young man of excellent qualities of character, popular
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amoug his associates, and Lis death wus greatly regretted through-
out the counnunity where he lived.

Mr. Johusou gives his political support to the democratic party,
while religiously he is a eniber of the Methodist Epizcopal Church.
Mr. Jolnson played well his part in the work of upbuilding his
conumunity and Lus always tied to be fully abreast the times, doing
as much good us he could in all the relutions of life, and conse-

quently he eujoys to a murked degree the confidetice and csteem of
all who know him.

JoEN H. axp BeExToy MiLLer. The most eluborate history is
perforce a merciless abridgment, the histoviay being obliged to
select his facts and materials trom manifold details and to marshial
them in concise and logical order. Tlijs applies to specific as well
as to generic history, and in the former eategory 15 ineluded tle in-
teresting and important department of biograply. In every life of
honor and usefulness there is no dearth of Interesting situations and
incidents, and vet in snmiming up such careers ag those of the sub-
jects of this sketch the writer must needs touch only on the more
salient facts, giving the kevnote of the character and eliminating all
that 1s supertluous to the continuity of the narrative. The gentle-
men whose nanes appear above have led active and useful lives,
not entirely void of the exeiting, but the more prominent incidents
or facts have been so identified with the useful and practical that
it is to them alinost entirely that the writer refers in the following
paragraphs.

John FI. Miller was born in Cedar county, Iowa. on November
30, 1875, and is the son of John A. and Martha Miller, hoth of
whom are now deceazed, the father dying at the age of eighty vears
and his wife when filty-seven vears old. John .\ Miller was a na-
tive of New York state, where lie was reared to the life of a farmer
and where he received his education in the public schools. Subse-
quently he moved to Cedar county, Towa. where he lived until i 118
when he came to Lineoln county. Nebraska, where the remainder
of his life was spent.  Johin . Miller was reared under the parental
roof and secured his educational training in the school: of his na-
tive county. e aceonipauied the family on their removal to Lin-
coln county in 1892 ynd has here devoted his life to farming and
stockruising.  Tn 1899 he filed 2 howmestead eniry on i quarter
section of land here and afterward: tool by kinkade. [Me made
many cood improvements on this farm and has been VOrY SUCCess-
ful in 1ts operation. In assocation with his brother Benton. Mr. Mil-
ler hought 6,000 acres of land, the oreater part of whichi they have
devoted to siockraising and in which they are meeiing with very
" gratifving success. They specialize principally on Hereford cattle
and are well known throughout this section of the county because
of their success in this line and on account of their general success,

On August &, 1908, John IT. Miller was united in marriage with
Ida Pitts, who was born and reared in Logan county, Nebraska. the
daughter of Jamwes and Della Pitts. who were the parents of nine
children. James Pitts was o uative of Yowa and followed farming
during all his active vears. To Mr. and Mrs. Miller have heen born
four children. Martha, Ircne, Wayne and Mildred. )

Benton Miller was born in Cedar county, Towa. on February 24,
1882, and lived there until he was about ten vears of age, when the
family ecame to TLincoln county, where he received the major por-
tion of his school training. His wife homesteaded 160 acres of land
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here and he went into partuership with his brother John II. and
purchased 6,000 acres of land, which they have devoted to stock-
ruising purposes.  Ile gives attention to the cultivation of his wife's -
land, which is devoied to the raizing of weneral crops and which is
a well ftuproved and produetive farny. Mr, Miller Lus iade a sue-
cess of his operations zinee starting out in life on his own acecount,
and 1s munbered winong the suceeesful nien of his ecommunity.

Benton Miller was married to May Ditts, who wus born in the
State of Kuanzuz, the daughter of Junies Pitts, who is ¢ farmer and
now lives at Orleans, Nebraska., To My, and Mrs, Miller have been
born four children, namely: Lowvd, Dorothy, Buelah and Marjorie,
Politieallv Denton Miller is independent, siving lis support to the
men and meausures which meet with lijs upproval, regardless of party
lines. e hus served as a weber of the school board and in other
ways has shown a keen interest in (he welfure of the community.

While advincing their individual interests, the Miller brothers
have never lost <ight of their obligations to tle cotunIunity in gen-
eral. They are essentially men of affnirs, sound of Judginent, keen
discernment and far-seeing in what they undertake. Their exten-
sive business interests are the fruitage of consecutive effort, direeted
and controlled 1ot anly by gaod Jdgment, but also by correct moral
principles, so that they arve eminently deserving of the high po-ition
which they occupy in the esteem and confidence of all who know
them.

Fraxx A Jouxsox. In Frank A Johuzon Wellfleet has a eiti-
zen who lius contributed to its upbuilding a cou-ervative und reliable
drug business, which he has condueted >ince 1592 and which has
netted him a suflicient income for his practical needs. .\ man who
recognizes the value of principle as a desirable financial asset, he has
huilt up a splendid reputation for uprightness of conduct and un.
wavering integrity, while his ctizenzhip has been of a constructive
and helpful character retlecting his desire to be useful to his com-
nnity. )

Mr. Johnson was Lom in Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania,
in 1867, a =on of Jumes and Mary (Robinson) Johnson, the for-
mer a native of Orange county, New York, and the latter of Penn-
sylvania.  Mr. Johuson. the elder, a cabinet-maker by trade, fol-
lowed that voeation in Pennsvlvania. where he also devoted some
attention to the business of trnek gardening, but in 1878 was at-
tracted to the West, <ctile] in Phelp= county, on a homestead south-
east of Toldredpe. Nehraska. at o time when there were but six
people in that part of the country.  Te proved up on his homestead
and n the meantime found time to devote to general contraeting
and building arnone the early settlers, and thronghout his life was
a man of industry and marked achievenient. He was a republican
in palitical principles and as a fraternalist was 2 Mason in high
standing. His death occurred in 1904, while his wite passed away
in 1888, Thev were the parenis of a large family of children, as
follows: Galen, who is retired from active aflairs and a resident of
Memphis, Tennessee: Crella. Nelsouy. Fugene and Charles. who are
all deceased; Mav. the wife of James Glandon, of Twin Falls. Idaho;
Jeszie, the wife of I1. T. Wilson, a printer of Lincoln; Frank A., of
this notiee; Iollowny, a contractor of Sheridan, Wyoming; Lucy,
who is deceased; Jennie, the wife of George Shutler, a resident of
Oregon: Fllery. a printer of that state: and Weston, a milroad engi-
neer residing at Alliance, Nebraska.
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Frank A, Johoson attended the araded schools of Penngyvlvania
until he wus eleven years of age, ut which time he accompanied his
parents to Phelps county, Nebruska, There lie cowpleted his pri-
mary education and al<o finished the cour=e at the high sclool at
Holdredge, following which he entered upon his independent cu-
reer as a publie school teacher. und for three terms lund classes in o
sod schoolhouse in the country districts of Phelps county. Before
he had given up the profession of teaching lie enutered upon un ap-
prenticeship in a drug store under Lester [Elswarth at Holdredge,
and passed the state examinution as » pharamei=t in 1890, For 1wo
yeurs he clerked for Alex Streitz at Nortl Plutte, and then eamne to
Wellfleet and entered business on his own account. e has contin-
ued as the proprietor of the phariaey at Welllleet ever since, and
has built up an excellent business, whiel has been atlraeted by the
reliability of his soods. the integrity of the proprietor, and a natural
courtesy and obligingness that makes and keeps friends and well-
wishers. '

In 1891 Mr. Johnson was united in marriage with Miss Nane
Daxis, who was born in Kentucky, although married at Wellfleet, a
danghter of John A. Davis, who wae an early settler of Lincoln
county. To this union there were born four children: Flovd, who
i= engaged in the drue business at Torrington, Wyoming; Ruth,
Rena and Galen, ail in school at Omsha.  Mr. Johnson is a Mason
and in polities a demoerat. He has displayed a high order of citi-
zenship and is accounted one of the helpfully progressive men of his
thriving little city.

“Josern MeMicmaer, That Lineoln county ranks high among
the agrienltural regions of Nebraska is largely due to the exertions
of such strong and forceful personalities as Joseph MeMichael, who
in the isolation and loneliness of his little sod house s a ploneer of
1886 drew the horoscope of his surroundings und planued and built
and labored umceasingly 1o make his dream come true. The legit-
imate aecumulation of a large and valuable property, such as i3
owned today by Mr. McMichael, areues the possession of worth-
while husiness qualities, and no other ennclnsion can he drawn re-
garding this aararian promoter than that he has embodied the best
of brain and heart produced by the experiences of the frontier.

Joseph MeMichael was born’ in DeKalb county, Illinois, in 1863,
a son of James and Eliznbeth (IToten) MeMieliael. the former a
native of Scotland and the latter of New York. s a young man
James MeMichael went to Illinois, where he served us a slation agent
for the Northwestern Railroad. then turned hi= witention 10 general
farming, and in 1863 removed to Towa. where he eontinued asz an
agriculturist on land of his own until his death. his wife also pass-
ing away in that state.  He was an independent voter, and he and
Mrs. Mellichael were Adventists. Thev had nine children: Wil-
liam. who is postmaster at Maywood. Nebriska; John, engaged in
farming in Towa: James; Susan, the wife of 8. L. King, a carpenter
of Towa: Joseph: Mary, the wife of R. B. Bunisler, a NeW=paper man
of California: Elmer, a sireet ear man of Omaha; Hattie, deceased;
and Bertha. of Perry. Towa. ) )

Joseph MeMichael was an infant when his parents removed to
Towa, in which state he received hiz edueation in the publie =chools,
and there made his home until 1886. in which vear he came to Ne
braska. TTere he homesteaded in Lineoln county and remained on

that property, which he improved, until 1901, when he went to the
i 1
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State of Washington, but in 1003 relurned to Lincoln county and
purchused lund. " Ie has since followed general furming and stock-
raising, and at this time makes specialty of Gulloway cattle and
Duree-Jersev hogs. He has proved a capable muster of circumstances,
foreing the' lutent fertility of the =uil into chavnels of uselnlness
for inankind, and marketing his products with the skill aud fore-
thought of the born muan of business. [y MelMichael also conduets
a Ford gorage at Wellfleet in conneetion with his farming and stock
interests. Ile has always heen an inds Pendent voter, and he and
Mrs. MeMichael are metubers of the Baptist Chureh.

Mr. MeMichae! was married in 1859 10 May Brown, a native
of Illinois. and a daughter of R. C. and Saral Brown. who Incated
in Nebraska in 1888, on a Lineoln county homestead, where the
father <ull lives at the advanced age of ninety years. Mr. and
Mrs. MeMichael have been the parents of t]e following children -
Fring, a bookkeeper who resides at North Platte: Joseph Clyde. who
is engaged in farming in Colorado - Staey C., who enlisted in the
United States Army durine the World war. was trained at Camp
Logan, Texas, and Fort Scott, California, and stationed at the latter
as & member of the Coast A riillery, and received his honorable dis-
charge at Camp Funston - Edna. the wife of Ray Smith. of Well-
fleet: Josephine. an assistant bookkeeper at Narth Platte: Elmer and
Jessie, who reside with their parents: Belva, who atiends high school
at North Dlatte: Edward, who is deceased; and Dale, residing at

ome.

Bexrsayix T B CRANDELL. In the less extenszive and populos
towns and villages of a state the postmaster is very likely to be
brought into eantact with a greater number of the inhabitants and
at more frequent intervals than any other member of the commu-
nity. Tew are the individual residents of either sex who do not be.
come familiar with his presence and deportment and cognizant of
his hahits and characteristics, and there are likewise few. on the
other hand. even to the older children. whom he has not learned to
know. With such an Intimate relationship existing between the man
conducting the postoffice and the townspeople depending upon it,
fortunate and thrice happy iz the incumbent of that office when 3l!
the men, women and vouth of the place have for him only words of
commendation.  Such is the favored position of Beniamin F. B
Crandell. the eMcient and popular postmaster at Wellfleet, Lincoln
countv. who is the possessor nf thoze qualities of eandor. sincerity.
faithfulness and affability which give the hest class of public officigls
a high standing in the estimation of thosze whose Interestz are in-
trusted to their care.

Eenjamin F. B. Crande]! was born on a farm in White county,
Tndiana. in 1867, a son of Wilson A. and Trances (Rogers) Cran-
dell. farming peaple of the Hoasier state who came to Nebraska in
1872 and firet settled nt Reaver Crossing. Ten vears later the father
homesteaded a tract in Yark eonnty, after which he spent sone time
farming in Kansas, and finally eame tn Lincoln county. where he
hamesteaded a traet. proved up thereon. and enntinued tn be engawced
in the voeations of rising stock and farmine until the time of his
death. his wife having alea passed awav. He was an independent
voter and was a man of same mfluenee in his community, where
he served ns postmaster at Wellfloot for some vears and alzo in the
capacity of justice of the peace. e was fraternally affiliated with
the Aasons, and he and his wife were both faithful members of the
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Christian Church. They were the purents of a large fumily of chil-
dren: John, a resident of Craige, Colorado; David, also of that pluce,
where he conducts a rooming Louse; Benjumin F. B.; Norman, who
resides on the old homestead; Anna, the wife of Louis Blacey, of
Lincoln county; ILlla, the wife of Nelson Wells, 0 Lincoln county
farmer; Iuthel, the wife of Girley Cosand, of Michigan; Ilannah
Ash, who is deceased ; aud four children who died in mfaney.

Benjamin F. B. Crandell was but five years of age when he ac-
companied his parents to Nebruska, and his education was secured
in the schools of Beaver Crossing, York county, and Nansas. When
he eame to Lincoln countv he homestended a tract of land, which he
developed to a high state of productiveness and continued to Carry
on farming and stockraizing until his retivement from active farm
labor, at which time he dispesed of his homestead property, although
he still has interest< of an agricultural nature.  As postmaster at
Welltleet Mr. Crandell's conduct of the oflice Las met with the ap-

roval of the ecommunity. and under his direction the service has
een bettered and expedited. FHe has alzo served several terms as
Justice of the peace, and subseribes to the principles of the dernocratic
party. He and Mis. Crandell are members of the Baptist Church
and their children have been reared in that faith.

Mr. Crandell was married in 1909 to Miss Rena Costick, daughter
of John Costick, an earlv and honered =ettler of Lincoln county,
and to this union there have been born four children: Lula, who
1 attending the graded school at Weilfleet; Benjamin, who iz also
a publie school pupil here; and Ruth and Lewis, who reside at home.

Jadps C. WiLsox was one of the first purchasers of land in the
irrigation belt in Linecoln county. Something like thirty successive
crops, with a judieious eombination of livestack farming. have given
him_ a well-earned competence, and he is now practically retired, a
resident of North Platte, where he enjovs the fruits of his former
labors and the esteem of all citizens of Lincoln county.

Mr. Wilson was born near Bedford, Jowa, April 3, 1863, a son
of J. A. and Caroline (Sharps) Wilson. His father was a native of
Virginia. IIis parents were married in Missouri, where both famnilies
settled in early days. When the Civil war came on J. A. Wilson
sided with the Confederacy. After the war he moved to Towa. e
was a miller by trade, followed that eceupation for a number of years,
was engaged in farming about ten vears, and was then agin en-
gaged in the milling business until his death. He died at Gentry-
ville in Gentry county, Missouri. and his wilow iz now living at
Sheridan, Missouri. He was a demoerat. and the family has long
heen identified with the Christian Church. James C. Wilson is the
oldest of twelve children, eicht of whom are living. Three are resi-
dents of Tinceln county, the other twe heing Ellen Jenkins, of
Sutherland. and George, a farmer at Hershey. :

James C. Wilson aequired his eduecation in the publie schools of
Towa, and his early experiences were those of a farm hov in that
state. In 1881, at the agze of eighteen, he came to Nebraska and for
several years farmed in Taneaster county. From there he moved to
Lineoln countv in 1887, Three vears previousty, in 1884, he had
bought the first pieee nf land sold by the Ditch Cmnpan}' in Lineoln
county, hut was unahle to take possession and used it for erops until
1889.7 Mr. Wilson arrived in Lineoln county with onlyv thirty-six
dollars in eash and a team. He made his first farm_pay dividends,
then bought other lands, and this process of acewmulation has gone
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on until he i~ now the owner of 1,200 acres in Nebraska and a quarter
section of land in Colorado. Al his Jujd has the benefit of the irri-
gation ditch. und is much more valuuble than the average of west-
ern Nebraska land. Since 1915 his farn has been operated by ten-
ants, and he has enjoyed the comforts of o good’ residence in North
Platte. His home 1s at 405 VWest Third street, which he built in
1916. Mr. Wilson casts his vote according to the dictates of his in-
dependent judement. He and his fumily are members of the Christ-
ian Church.

On NMareh 17, 1855. he married M\ise Fita Grigsby. a native of
Lewistown, Tllinots, and a daughter of Thomas and Didama Grigshy,
both natives of Illinois. They came to Lancaster county, Nebraska
about 1882 and 100k a farm, where both died. They were Methodists
and he was a republican. Seven ehildren were born to Mr. and Mus.
Wilson: Walter, a farmer in Lineoln county; Pearl Mahan, wife
of an insurance man at Curtis. Nebraska; Ora, who lives on his
father's farm; Bthel. at home; Everett, Elva and Lesley, all attend-
ing school at North Platte.

Mix® Ucnriy.,  Of those resourcefyl citizens of foreign birth
who have fashioned their careers within the boundaries of Lincoln
county, few have achieved well-merited success in greater degree
than has Mike Ughrin, the owner of g well-cultivated and valuable
property Iving in the vicinity of Welifleet. Mr. Ughrin has been the
architect of his own fortunes, for Le entered upont his independent
life with only those aids which were his by inheritance and nature.

Mr. Ughrin was born in 1867, in Austria, a son of Andrew and
Mary Ughrin, natives of the same country, who settled in New Jer-
sey upon their arrival in the United States, where Mrs. Ughrin died.
Andrew Ughrin was a coal miner in New Jersey, where he made his
home until 1884, in that year coming to North Platte, Nebraska,
where he homesteaded. Later he bought a relinquishment in Fron-
tier countv, where he engaged in general farming during the re
mainder of his life, and died in the faith of the Catholic Church, of
which his wife had also been a faithful member. As o voter
Mr. Ughrin was independent of the influences of both large parties.

Mike Ughrin was seventcen vears of age when he accompanied
his parents to Nebraska. In Lineoln county he first homesteaded
and worked out among other farmers, then purchased a relinquish-
ment, again homesteaded, and at the present time is the owner of
a good property. His entire life has been devoied to the pursuits of
agrienlture, and at the present time he is engaged in raising graded

* live stoek.  Te has met with success becanse his operations have heen

well direcied and his indusiry has been great. IIis clean and upright
life commands respeet and goad will, and, as the legitimate owner
and eustodian of a large estate, he inspires admiration for his saga-
cious and thrifty management and control.

In 1895 Mr. Ughrin married Mary Philhips, of North Platte, who
was also horn in Austria. and to them there have been born ten chil-
dren: Mary, the wife of Flov Williams, of Lincoln county; Anna
and _Andrew, who reside with their parents: Tlizabeth. who is at.
tending school at Curiis; Catherine. wife of Charles Glaze: Emma,
Helen, Rena and Tina, who are attending school; and John. who is
deccased. Mr. Ughrin is a republican voter, and he and his wife
belong to tie Catholie Church, in the faith of which they have care-

fully reared their children.
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Perex B. Brooy. Nearly a half a century has passed since the
advent in Nebraska of Peter B. Bloom, and all of this period has
been spent in Lincoln county, where he has contributed to the devel-
opment of the agricultural industry and to the elevating of a high
form of citizenship.  While he is now in his seventy-sixth vear, this
sturdy son of the Kevstone sate is still actively engaged in his va-
rtous duties around his home farm of 115 aeres, located in the Brady
community, a locality in which he is widely known and where he
has the respect that alwuys comes to a man who displays his ster-
ling qualities of character.

Mr. Bloom was bort: in Northumberland county, Pennsylvania,
July 8, 1844, a son of Jacob and Julia (Bartholomew) Bloom, na-
tives of the same state, where Jacob Bloom applied himself to farm-
ing as well as to his trade of wheelwright. He was a demoerat in
polities and served for some vears in the capacity of justice of the
peace, and he and his worthy wife were faithful members of the
Lutheran Chureh. Thev became the parents of nine children, of
whom three are living. William Bloom. who located in the Peck-
ham precinet of Lircoln county and was the owner of a timber claim,
died January 19, 1017,

Peter B. Bloom was educated in the public schools ~f his native
state, and in his bovhood and youth was engaged in assisting his
father with the work of the home farm. After he had attained his
majority he remained in Pennsylvania for several years, but even-
tually listened to the call of the west, and in 1878 came to Nebraska.
His destination was Clay county. but after remaining there for two
vears he came on to Lincoln county in 1880, arriving January 7.
He continued to be variously oeenpied until 1881, when he tool up
a homestead, but in 1893 dispozed of this property and moved to his
present farm. a traet of 115 acres Iving in section 13, township 12.
range 25, " He has always been engaged in general farming and
stockraising, and is accounted one of the procressive agriculturists of
his county, his niodern miethods and ideas Laving eombined with
his natural activity and industry to bring him well-merited success.

Mr. Bloom was married on January 26, 1873, to Misz Frances
Folk, who was born in Pennsylvania. a daughter of Tsaae and Amy
(Snyder) Folk, natives of the same state, who migrated to Nebraska
and settled in Lincoln eountv December 5, 1889. Both died at Max-
well. Of their five children. three are living:. Mury, the wife of
Silas Clark, a retired resident of California: Charles E., who is liv-
ing a relired life at Brady. Nebraska; and Trances, who is Mrs.
Bloom. Mr. and Mrs. Bloom have heen the parents of seven ehil-
dren, of whom six are living: Clinton, who is deceased ; Charles IF..
who is engaged in farming in Lincoln county. Nebraska. is married
and has four children. Amy B., Ivah O., ITarold L.. and Howard M.:
William C., countv superintendent of sehnols, of Lexington, Ne-
hraska, has four children, Velma M., Mildred, Kenneth W, and
Margaret: Fugene W.. a blacksmith at Crook, Colorado. has one
child, Merle Fugene; Myrtle is at home: Mabel is the wife of Ben-
jfamin A. John=on. a farmer of Spana. Nebraska, and thev have three
children. Velma, Elden and Lavey; and Benjamin P., chief machin-
ist on the transport Great Narthern, United States Navy, who, during
the great war, made five trips across the Atlantie Ocean carrving
troops to Trance. Mr. Bloaom has alvayg been a democrat in his
nolitical allegiance and hins supported his party’s eandidates stanehly.,
but aside from that has taken onlv a good citizen’s interest in politieal
affairs and has never desired public preferment on his own account.
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He and Mrs. Bloom qre niembers of the Luthoeray Churely, and their
children have been reared in that faith,

Orro H. TnroLrcks. For many vears identified with the bhusi-
ness interests of North Platte, Otto []. Theolecke has operated sue-
cessfully in real estate, handling property of mueh value. hiz annual
sales being large and ever inereasing. .\ native of Towu, he was horn
March 8, 1874, in Towa City, where liis harents resided o short time.

Louis D. Theolecke, his futher, was born and educated in Gier-
- many, and there married Bertha Wesie. Imniigrating to the United
States with his fumily in 1870, he located first in Illinois, later mov-
g to Jowa. Coming from there to Nebraska in 1874, he pre-enpted
land and took up hemestead and timber claims in Lineoln county,
und was engaged in tilling the soil and raising cattle for IWANY Yeurs,
He was also a pioncer jeweler, in aun early day. later building two
large brick store buildings and occupied one. e sold to the In-
dians, not only from the store but traveling through the coumtry
with a pack horze. In 1907 he removed to Omaha, where he and
his wife spent the closing vears of their lives. Ile owned an 800
aere ranch four miles southeast of North Platte, and several other
tracts of land. e was a good business man. active and public-spir-
ited, and was one of the promoters of the South Side Canal. Both
he und his wife were charter members of the Lutheran Clhureh. [le
was a very publie-spirited man and helped a great many early settlers
in a colony of a large ares of land near Wellfleet, this county. He
was independent in politics, leaning toward the republican party, and
was affiliated by membership with the Ancient Free and Accepted
Order of Musons, and with {he Independent Order of Odd Fellows,
To him and his wife five children wepe born. as tollows: Louis o
eugaged in mereantile pursuits in Omaha; Bertha, prineipal of the
Florence School in Omaha; Otto H., the speeial subject of this sketch ;
Herman, who died in March, 1919 .and Emma, who died at the age
of five vears.

Having acquired a practical knowledge of hooks in the public
schools of North Platte, Otto H. Thoelecke worked as a ranchman
in the Black ITills for a while, and [ater was in the employ of the
Union Pacifie Railroad Companv. Changing his oeccupation, he
traveled a few years in the interests of the live stock business, with
which he became familiarly acquainted. Alout 1905 Mr. Theolecke
embarked in the real estato business at Narth Platte, and in its man-
agement has been exceedingly prosperous, thousands upon thousands
of acres having changed hands through his efforts. In the closing

months of 1919 he sold three large ranches. one of them having con-
-tained 70.000 neres. e had the distinetion of having sold the
Buftalo Bill Raneh, and again has it listed for sale. When Mr. Theo-
lecke embarked in the real estate industry he had not a1 penny to
his name. but hiz sound judgment, keen vision and business aclnen
s00n brought good results, and as a dealer in realty he has met with
eminent success, through wise mvestments being now the owner of
both city and farming property of value.

Mr. Theolecke married in  March. 113, Henrietta Clark,
daughter of Ifenrv and Mary [Telen (Sweency) Clark, of North
Platte, the former of whom was born in England and the latter in
Towa, Jr. and Mrs Theolecke huve one child, Louise, born 1918,
Religiously Mre, and Mrs. Theoleeke are members of the Lutheran
Church. Politically Mr, Theolecke is a strong republican, and has
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served as highway commissioner of Lijncoln county. lle Is now a
menber of the Loard of park commissioners, and oue of the proni-
nent members of the County Fair Association. Fraternally he is
a meuber of North Plate Lodge No. 985, Benevolent and Protective
Order of Llks. ‘

Eowix W. WriGnr, who has spent most of his life in Nebraska,
owns a furm of fifty acres, known as Idyl Wild, and is a poultry
fancier, giving attention 1o the Piymoutl: Liock breeds, and he finds
time to work in the North Platte flouring mills. He wuas born No-
vember 25. 1867, in Obio. and is a sou of Lewis and Rhody Ann
(Kelley) Wright. Afier the death of his fatlier the mother married
H. W. Foster, and the family theu reinoved to (zage county, Ne-
braska, in 1877, and in 1586 they came to Lincoln county, where
they homesteaded again.

Mr. Foster remained on the Lincoln county homestead for a num-
ber of years with his family, but he finally moved to North Platte,
where he died in a short time, The mother now lives in Wyoming.
She had four children after her marriage to Mr. Foster, but ouly
Clara, the wife of William Arch, survives, and she lives in Denver,
Mr. Foster was a soldier in an Olrio regiment in the Civil war.

Mr. Wright had common sehool advautages and began farm work
when he was ten years old with an uncle i1 Gage connty. In 1888
he came with the Fosters to Lincoln county. In 1859 he went to the
Pacific Coast. where he worked on a fruit farmn near Portland, Oregon.
He worked the rest of the time in a sawmill, and in 1890 he went to
Idaho, where he aguin worked in a sawmill till September, 1591,
when he returned to North Platte.  For three vears he lived on the
Foster Ranch, putting in the crops and working in the hay fields to
make enough money to live on through the winter.

" In 1913 Mr. Wright bought fifty acres of land one mile north of
North Platte. and his specialty is poultry. In 1893 he married
Blanche Jeannette Burns. She was a Wisconsin woman. Their son,
Frank Wright. is a wanderer and they have not heard from him since
he left honte five years ago. Earle H., who was in Tien-tsin, China,
a member of Company L. Fifteenth Infantry Regiment, entered the
service October 12, 1917, Tle wue discharged Qctober 11, 1919, and
15 now working for the Union Pacific Railway Company.

Mr. Wright has passed the Grand and Patriarch degrees in the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. and he has represented both
branches in Grand Lodge. Tu polities he is an independent demo-
crat.  Along with the poultry industry at the farm some attention is
given to the dairy business, and vet he find= time to work in the flour-
ing mills every day, as Mrs. Wright looks after the poultry.

E. F. SeepercER.  When a man starts at the bottom of the ladder
and step by step mounts to the top. he is worthy of mention in the
pages of hislory, and such has been the life story of E. F. Seeberger
of Narth Platte. TTe was born January 6. 1860. in Sigourney, Lowu.
His edueation wie in the eommon sehonl and his first business ex.
perience was in the First National Bank of -Qllf.‘_’t)ll_l‘lle\'_! Towa, in 1874,
in errand hoy at the age of fourteen. He remained in this pesition
five vears, and then had charge of the office of a woolen mill five
years,

" From Sigourney, Town, Mr. Secberfer went to the frontier in Kan-
sas, organized the town of Meade und started the Meade County Bank
at that point. After another five yems he removed from Meade, Kan-
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sas, to Lamur, Colorade, where he wus enmaged in banking and in
the irrigation business—the thing that brought that part of the coun-
try into prosperitv. M, Seeherger remnined five vears at Lamar.
From there he cume to Nortl) Platte. where he roak charge of the
North Platte Canal and 1he lands connected with.jt, remaining eleven
years as manager of the eompanv’s inlerests there,

Since living in North Platte My Secherger has heen a stocikholder
and director in the hank. bexinning his business careor here in 1596,
In 1905 he was miade vice president of the Nortlh Platte Bank, and
filled that position nniil 1912, sinee which time he has heen its
president. ['rom messenger boy to bank president hae been the ex-
pgrlience of this man. his promotion always merited because of his
ability.

Mr. Seeberger is a son of Dr. E. J. and Wilhelmina (Knape)
Seeberger, They were natives of Switzerland, und bLe was edueated in
Heidelberg University, both scholastie and medicine, entering the
University in 1832 "They immigrated to \merica and the Docior
practiced medicine in Town and Illinois. While four children were
born to them, onlv E. T, Seeberger is living today. Theyx were nem-
bers of the Swiss Reformed or Lutheran Church, and the family has
been republican. Doctor Seeberger practiced medicine at 2 time when
the country doctor ysed 4 horse and bugey, and he kuew al] about
the difficulties encountered by the pioncer. [le died in 1874, and
the wife went to the home of her son, and in 1918 she died in North
Platte.

In 1882 Mr. Seeberger married Louise Wightman. Three chil-
dren have heen born and one is living, Mis. Louise Tobin. of Denver.
Mra. Seeberger died in 1896, and ten vears later Mr. Seeberzer mar-
ried Mrs. Nelle Bedell. She is a member of the Catholic Chureh in
North Platte. Mr, Secherger is a Shriner. Mason, and a past master
and eminent commander, and also a member and a past exalted ruler
of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, No. 985.

Mr. Secherger devotes his entire time to business interests in Lin-
coln_county. Beside his interests in North Platte he i3 president of
the Bank of Lincoln County at Hershev, which he helped organize
in 1903. ITe is a director in the North Platte Country Club, and
was president of the Lineoln County Chapter of the American and
Red Cross Socict v during the war. ITeisin close touch and sympathy
with all progressive movements in North Platte and Lincoln eounty.

Arcrie D. MrnnreToX, the proprictor and operator of a valuable
property in the neighborhood of Brady. Linecoln county, and a farmer
and citizen of substantial standing, still in the prime of a wuseful
and active life. has earned his Present position by vears of labor and
intelligentiyv directed industrv. He iz a native of Woolstock, Towa,
and a son of Flza F. Middleton, formerly one of Lineoln connty’s
substantial men. whe passed away October 4, 1891.

Elza I, Middleton was born in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, Septem-
ber 20, 1844, and died Octoter 4. 1001, TTe was a son of Hutehinson
and Achasa (Dennison) Middleton. natives also of the Buekeve
state. They were farming people in Ohio, and when they moved to
Towa in 1862 became pioneer agriculturists of the frontier and there
passed their lives in the pursuits of the soil. Kiza B. Middleton had
secured a public sehool eduention in hiz native state, and in Towa
completed his training as a farmer. JJe remained in the Hawkeve
state until 1890, when he made removal to Lincoln county, Nebraska
and here settled on the homestead on which he died, and which his
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widow proved up. Before coming to Nebraska Me, Middleton had
been ome of the promiuent and iniluential citizens of Woolstock,
Iowa, where he had conducted a general store and served in the co.
pacity of postimaster. e hud also been county treasurer and a lead-
ing member of the republican couniy organization of Woolstoek
county. He was a member of the Grange, and he and Mrs, Middleton
were faithful members of the Methodist Church. in whieh he served
as superintendent of the Sunduy School for twenty years. Mr. Middle-
ton was married December 22, 1870, to Clarinda Lee, a native of
Ohio, and a daughter of Daniel und Mariah (Ruly) Lee, natives
respectively of Virginia and West Virginia, who were pioneer set-
tlers of Ohio. There were cight ehildren Lorn to Mr. and Mrs. Mid-
dleton: Charles .\., who is engaged in agricultural pursuits in Lin-
coln county; Walter W., who is the owner and operator of a fruit
farm in Cualifornia; Ada E., the wife of William Anderson, a farmer
of Lincoln county; Marv ., the wife of Charles Soles, of Gothen-
burg, Nebraska; Anna, the wife of D. D. Paine, of Eagle Grove, Towa;
James G., who resides in Lincoln county on a farm; Archie D, of
this notice; and William 0., who died April 22, 1913,

Archie D. Middleton was educated in the public schools of Lin-
coln county and the Nebraska School of Agriculture. He was but,
a lad when he accompanied his parents to Nebraska, and his entire
subsequent life has been passed in Lincoln county, whieh witnessed
the start of his independent career in 1910, and which has watched
his development and progress. He has earried on general farming
and made a specialty of raising blooded livestock, includin g Tereford
cattle and Poland-China hogs. and in each dircetion has achieved
success because of his marked industry and the good judgment with
which he has directed his activities. Mr. Middleton is an active and
interested reember of the local Grange, and is a stockholder in the
Farmers’ Elevator Company at Gothenburg.

In 1916 Mr. Middleton was united in marriage with Miss Mary E.
Paine, a native of Iowa, daughter of Frank L. and Elizabeth (Steven-
son) Paine, farraing people. To this union there has been born one
child: Frances Elaine. Mr. and Mrs. Middleton are members of the
Methodist Church. While Mr. Middleton is a republican in prin-
ciples, he is an independent voter, not allowing party lines to inter-
fere with his choice of candidates. Flis interest in fraternalism is in-
dicated by the fact that he has reached the fourteenth degree in
Masonry.

Ray C. Laxcrorp. A man of distinctive and forceful individual-
ity, Ray C. Langford, of North Platte, has been conspicuousiy identi-
fied with the banking and financial interests of Lincoln and other
ceunties for many years, laboring with a never varying energy and
concentration of purpose that, so closely are industry and finance as-
sociated, he has won & position of prominence and intluence in the
bustness world. Since 1909 he has served as viee president of the
First National Bank of Narth Platte, and is officially connected with
various other finaneial organizations, being president of the Arthur
State Bank at Arthur, Nebraska: president of the Sarben State Bank
at Sarhen, Nebraska; viee president of the Kevstone Bank at Key-
stone, Nebraska; vice president of the Farmers State Bank at Max-
well, Nebraska; and a stockholder in the Bank of Lincoln countv at
Hershey, this state. He was born October 1, 1875, in Leamington,
Canada, and there speut his childhood days.
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R.II Langford, his father, was born and educated in Cunada,
from whence in 1581 Lie camme with his funily to Nebraska, locating
in Lineoln county ou the first day of Mupeh, A man of cubture and 3
gifted orator. he *00t made for hims=elf o noteworthy position in edy-
cationul ecireles serving for many Years as superintendent of tlhe
schools of Liucoln county. Tiis wife, whose maiden nune was Amy
Bee, was born in Canada, and died in 1918 i, North Platte, Nebrusk:,
Of the cight children born of their union, five are living tn North
Platte. The father ix u republican in polities, and the mother was a
consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

The eldest child of the parental honsehold, Ray C. Langford was
graduated frow the Nopth Platte 1ligh School, and Legan life for
himself as an enplove at the postollice, receiving a salury of seventeen
dollars & 1nonth. e afterward worked for ten Years in Mr. MeDon-
ald’s grocery, acquiring while there au excellent knowledge of husi-
ness methods. He was elected county treasurer, und served with sucly
recognized ability that he was re-elected to the samne office at the ex-
Piration of his first terin swithout opposition, his re-election having
heen practically unanimous. In 1909 \Mp. Langford was made vice
president of the Vi<t Nutional Bank of North Platte, which has a
capital of $100.000: surplus of $70.000: and an average deposit
of $1,400.000. Ilaving risen from hutnble eircumstances to his pres-
ent prosperous coudition by his own efforts, Mr. Langford may justly
be termed u celf-anade man, having not only valusble financial in.
terests, but being an extensive owner of land and cattle, most valuable
assets in these davs,

Mr. Langford nuarried, December 27, 1899, Miss Mavme Watts,
who was born in Norh Platte, a daughter of Russc]] Watts, one of
the largest cattlerien of Lincoln county. of whom mention appears
on other pages of this volume. Two sons have been born of their
union, namely: Russell. who enlisted for service in 1918, served in
the Coast Arfillery in France. and zoon after his return home, in
February, 1919, entered the Leland Stanford, Jr., Universty in Cali-
fornia; and Lester. who was graduated from the North Platte High
School with t(he class of 1920, AMr and M. Langford are active
members of the Methodist Epizeopal Church. Politically Mr. Lang-
ford is afliliated with the republican party. Fraternally he is o mem-
ber of the Tndependent Order of 0dd Tellows, and a member and past
exalted ruler of North Platte Lodge No. 985, Benevolent and Protec-
tive Owder of Elks, which he served as distriet deputy in 1917 while
now, in 1919, he is president of the Nebraska Association of Elks,

Wirnray Hrre, Conspicuous among the representative agricnl-
turists and stock men of Lincoln county is William Hite, whose
splendid farmr iz located in section 25, township 12, range 30, He
has made hiz influence folt for unod in this conumunity, his life hay-
ing been closely interwoven with itz history for a numbher of vears,
His efforts have leen for the material advancement of the same, us
well s for his own material welfare, and the well-reculated life he
has led. thereby gaining the respect and adwiration of all with whom
he has come in contnct. entitles him to representation in a work of
the charueter of the one in hand.

William ITite was born in Monona, Town. on the 224 day of
August, 1863, and is the son of James N. and Malinda MTite, both
of whom were natives of Indiana. In the fall of 1860 they moved to
Towa. where they spent the remainder of their venrs, engaged in
farming. At the tine of their deaths thev were aged, respectively,
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fiftv-six and forty-five years. They becanie the purents of seven chil-
dren, Clara, Mary, Saruh, Willian, ITerbert, Cora and one who died
in infuney.

Willium Hite was reared to manhood in Towa and secured a pood
practical education in the public schools. TTe remained in that locul-
1ty until 1892, when he came to Nebruska, settling tn Thuyer county,
where for eight veurs lie was suceessfully engaged in avriculture. Tn
1900 Mr. IHite cinne to Lineoln county and bought 160 acres of farm
land, to the cultivation of which lig hus <izce devoted hiz time and en-
ergies. Ilis furm is well unproved, the buildings being of « substan-
tial, convenient and attructive character, while the general appear-
ance of the place indicates the owner to be a nyun of industrious
habits, practical ideas and good taste: His efforts here have been
rewarded with a fair degree of suceess and he is nunibered among
the enterprising and progressive farmers of his section of the county.

Mr. Hite was murried in Thayer county, Nebraska, on August 8,
1888, lo Amanda Davenport, who was born'in Mills county, Iowa, the
daughter of James L. and Henrietta Davenport, who were general
farmers in Mills county, and, later, in Thayer county, Nebraska,
where they engaged in farming until their deaths. To Mr. and Mrs.
Hite have been born three children. namely: Levi, of North Platte
Nebraska; Lawrence, a farmer in Lincoln county; and Mrs. Paul
Soderman, a farmer in Lincoln county,

Politically Mr. TTite gives his support to the republican party and
takes an intelligent interest in public affairs, though not himself a
seeker after the honors of public oflice. Mrz. Hite is a member of the
Christian Church. Mr. Hite is essentially a man among men, com-
manding respect because of his ahility, success and personal traits.
He has been successful in his own affairs and at the same time has
had a commendable interest in the welfare of the community, giving
his earnest support to every movement for the general welfare.

AL¥RED Jonxsox. In no other country of the world would it be
possible for men to develop from small beginnings into prosperous.
landowners as they do in Awmerica. When the lands of Nebraska,
which were not sufficiently watered by natural sources, were placed
undcr a proper irrigation syvstemn. those included in Linecoln county
rose rapidly in value. and those today fortunate enougi to own farms
in this region are profiting accordingly. Onc of tliese well known
genera] farmers and stockruizers of tle Herzlhey neighborhood iz Al-
fred Johnson, born in Sweden on July 11, 1838, a son of John and
Anna M. (Swanson) Jolinson, both of whom were born and died in
Sweden, where they were furmers. Thev had seven children, three
of whom came to the United States, namely: Gustaf, now deecszed,
who located ut Jamestown. Ohio. and worked in a foundry: Andrew
M., who is a farmer of Wheatland, Wyoming; and Alfred, who
reached this country in March, 18582,

He had been reared in Sweden and acquired a publie school edu-
cation in his native lunguage.  After coming to the United States he
spent sorie tinre on an Illinets farin, and then went to Towa, where
he continued to wark at farm labor. Geing on west to Colorado, he
was emploved in the stone quarries at Denver. ITis next venture was
homesteading at Pine Bluft, Wyoming. and he proved up his elaim,
and then engaged in fanning near Overton. Nelwaska, remaining
there for four vears. Mr. Johnson then came to TTershey and invested
his money in 191 acves of land, all irrigated, in section 11, township
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14, which he lins improved, and on which he is carrying on general
farming and raising a good grade of livestoek.

In 1890 Mr. Jolinson was muarried at Sulemn, Wyoming, to Han-
nah Aherblade, Lorn in Sweden. They becune the parents of the
following ¢hildren: Oscar C.. who s ot howe; Ida, who is also at
home; Albert, who is mentioned below; Llovd, who is also mentioned
below; and Hulda, Eugene, Anna M. and Edna, all of whony are at
home.  Mr. Johnson votes the straight republican ticket. Both lie
and hiz wife are consistent members of the Methodist Epizcopal
Church, finding in it the proper express=ton of their religious faith.

During the lute war two sons of My, and Mrs, Johnson served
their country as soldiers. Albert was g locomotive engincer of the
American Expeditionary Forces in I'rance; and Lloxd, » sergeant in
the quartermaster’s department of gn infantry regiment, saw serviee
as & menmiber of the Army of Occupation in Germany, and was over-
seas for sixteen months. The Johnson family is recognized s being
among the most representative ones of Lincoln county. Al of its
merbers are fine people, and deeply interested in the development
of their section of the state.

TrizsTraM RobErTs. One of the leading citizeus and representa-
tive agriculinrists of Lineoln county is Tristram Roberts, proprietor
of one of the choice farms of tle county, in section 24, township 13,
range 28. ITis has been an eminently aetive and useful life, but the
limited space at the disposal of the biographer forbids more than a
easual mention of the leading events in his career, which will suffice
to show that earnest endeavor and honesty of purpose rightly applied
and persisteutly foliowed will lead to uuqlmriﬁed success. He is a
man of influence in local affuirs, and is looked upon as a man thor-
oughly in svmpathy with any moveient looking toward the better
ment or advancenient in any way of his cotumunity, where he has
always been recarded as a man of sterling honesty and worthy of the
utmost confidence and respect which his fellow citizens have been
free to accord, owing to his upright, publie-spirited and industrious
life.

Tristram Roberts was born in York county, Maine, on June 19,
1858, and is a son of John A. and Louise Roberts, both of whom
also were natives of the old Pine Tree state, where the father was a
life-long farmer by voeation, BRoth parents are now deceased, the
father dving at the advanced age of cighty-seven years, and the
mother passing awayv when forty years of age. They were the par-
ents of seven children, three son< and four danghters,

The subject of this sketeh was reared under the parental roof and
secured his education in the common schools of his home neighbor-
hood. The years of his voune manhond were spent in Maine at
various occupations and in fact he was thrown on the world on his
own resonrces when a boy. When about twenty-three years of age
he cast abont for larger opportunities for advancement. In the
spring of 1881 he came west. and an April 28th landed in Lincoln
rounty, Nebraska. The country looked cood to him, but not caring
to locate definitely until he had learned more of the country he first
went to work in the shops of the Union Pacific Railroad, where he
was employed for one vear. In February, 1882, he homesfeaded'_a
quarter section of land, and later nre-empted the land where his
present home is located, and immediately set to work to improve his
land and get it in cultivation. The Brst vears on this farm were
vears of hard and unremitting toil, with many discouraging and un-
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pleasant situations, but he had abundant faith in his ability to fin-
ally win success, and he persisted i his eflorts, the final outcome
being abundant justification of hic judginent, for today he has one
of the best improved and wnost prosperous furt in his section of the
county. He owns 430 acres of land. whieh he devotes to general
farming and steekraizing.  Formerly Mr. Roberts gave considerable
attention to livestock, in which he was eminently suecesstul, but of
late years he does not take us active u part in the labors of the
farm as formerly, beine now uble to enjoy to a cousideruble degree
the fruits of his former vears of toil aud hurdships.

In October. 1891, at Wahoo, Nebraska, Mr. Roberts wus married
to Inez Biggerstall. a native of Ohio and the daughter of Elisha and
Thedusa (Loveland) Bigeerstfl, who were the parents of eight chil-
dren, five sons and three daughters. To Mr. und Mrs. Hoboerts have
been born six children. nwmely: Vernon I, William L., Forest G.,
Everett L., Merle W. and Theodosia V. Of these, Everett died at the
age of ten vears.

In miatters political Mr. Roberts is not bound by party ties, but
votes for the hest men in all parties and supports those measures
whieh he believes will be for the general welfare. TFraternally he
is a member of the Ancieut Free and Accepted Maszons. His life
history shows what industry, good habits and stanch eitizenship will
accomplich in the battle of acquiring property and rearing children
to lead steady and respectable lives.” His life has been one replete
with duty well and conseientiously performed in all its relations.
He has come down to us from the pioneer period and has noted the
wondrous transformiation from that time to this, playing well his
part in the drama of civilization, and as a result of his splendid per-
sonal qualities and his success he enjoys the confidence and good will
of the people of his community.

Curist Brooreck.  Although he was born in Germany, Christ
Brodheck, the North Platte buteher, demonstrated his American citi-
zenship when he gave his sons to the United States serviee in the
War of the Nations. He was born in 1860, a son of Jacob and Anna
{Bedas) Brodheck, hoth natives of Germany. There were ten chil-
dren in their family, but onlv two of them immigrated to the United
States. Karl is in the employ of his brother, Christ Brodbeck, in
North Platte.

Mr. Brodheck received his education in Germany, and all the.
family belonged to the Lutheran denomination. He had learned
the butcher trade in Germany, and in 1880, when he came to Amer-
ica, he had no difficulty in finding a situation as a butcher in Pitts-
burgh. He worked one vear in Pittsburgh and another vear in Chi-
cago, when he came to Omaha and worked five years in one place.
When he came to North Platte in 1887 he worked one vear as a
meat cutter and bought a store. 2

In 189G Mr. Brodbeck sold the business and went on the railroad
for a time, bnt he soon started a market again. Tn 1888 he married
Anna Yost, who had also come from» Germany. Four sons and four
daughters were born to them: ITarry had seven months of naval
training at the Great Lakes Naval Training Station; Billy was with
the Twenty-third Enginecrs Corps and was “Over there” fourteen
months; Karl, associated with his father in the market, spent four
months in a training eamp at Washingfon, Distriet of Columbia;
and Louis, the fourth son, lives at the family home. Marie is the
wife of Burt Colton, of North Platte, who is 2 conductor on the Union
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Pacifiec Rajlroad. Elizabeth is employed at the North Platte post-
office. Ielen is employed in the market and Myra the youngest is
at home with her mother.

The church relation of the Brodheck family is with (he North
Platte Lutheran dennmination, and Mr, Brodbeck is u member of
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows Ludge of North Platte. The
family vote is republican. My, Brodbeck’s entire time is devated ta
the success of the meat market, Ile has glways had a prosperons
business in North Platte. Three sous 1n the service would indicate
his Americanism although he was born in Germany.

Trnoyas Kerry., The Kelly furm in section 20, township 14,
1= one of the hest manawved in Lincoln county, and was entered from
the government as a homestead by Patrick Kellv, father of the
present ocenpant, Thomas Kelly. Tie was Lorn in Cook county, Illi-
nois, in 1871, his parents, Patrick and Margaret Kelly, being natives
of Ireland.  Growing up in Ireland, they came to the United States
in 1862, after their marriage, and landed in New York City, from
whenee they caune west as far us Chicago, Illinois. There Lie secured
cmploviment on the street railroad. ang remained in that city for a
time, but he was a farmer and city life did not suit him, =0 in 1873
he came to Nebraska and, as before stuted, homesteaded in Lincoln
county. IMere he lived, conducting his farm, until death claimed
him at the age of seventy-five years. His widow survives him and is
now seventyv-six veurs old.

The children of Patrick and Margaret Kelly were as follows:
Jozeph. who iz in Oregon; Thomas, whose name heads this review;
Murgaret, who is the wife of Fred Bascett. of North Platte : Elizabeth
and Edward. both of whom are at home; Dennis, who is deceased -
and John, who iz also deceased.

Thomas Kellv was only four vears old when the family came to
Lincoln countv. 5o that practically all of his life has been spent in
this region, and he is thorouehly identified with its best interests.
Here he acquired his educationgl training. and here he has been
developed into a successful farmer and stockraiser. He helieves in
handling onlv a aood grade of stock, for his experience is that the
pacrer grades are not profitable enough to pay for the handling of
them. The present improvements, which are =uitable and designed
to aid in transacting the business of the farm. have all been put in
by Mr. Kelly, who has been the active manager of the property for
some vears,

The family are all members of the local Catholie Chureh, holding
their religious opininns throuah lieredity and convietion. My, Kellv
does not care tn tie himself down tn any particular party, although
he favors the democratie party.  There are few men who are any
more interested in the progress of this region than he, and he is al-
ways ready and willing to lend aid to hrine about the suecessful
carrving out of new projeets, provided he believes they will he for
the gond of the majority.

Auctst Orsox.  No lneality can prosper until it has a certain
percentage of rezidents who have eome into the neigzhbm-honq with .
the definite purpose of making a permanent honie, becanse without
them there is no settled population. and the men who only huy and
hold an speculation have no special interest in developing the ecom-
munity in a lasting degree. Experience has proven that no country
sends better people to our shores than does Sweden, and wherever
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those of Swedish birth are found there ix sure to be a healthy state
of prosperity and exeellent civie eonditions, There ure a number of
thesze sturdy men who ctnim Sweden a= a birthpluce who have devel-
oped furming properties in the veighhorhowmd of Ilershey, and among
themn one worthy of special mention is August Olson of =ection 18,
township I4. .

August Olson was born in Sweden on February 16, 1872, u son
of Lars E. and Mary C. (Anderon) Ol:on, natives of Sweden, hoth
of whom are now deccased. Thev eame to the United States in
1886 anud homesteaded at lloldrege, Nebrasks, and proved up their
claimt and there were engaged in general farming. When Lars E.
Olson reached Nebraska he had thirty dollars in money and was in
debt about §500 for their passage over, but being a very indnstrious
and thrifty man he eleared off his obligations, although for a number
of vears he and his family endured mauy hardships. For the frst
eight years all of his furm work was done with u voke of oxen, he
not feeling able to invest in a team as long as he was =0 deeply in
debt. That he did succeed shows what can be acecomplished provided
a person is not afraid of hard work, and is not extravagant. Both
he and his estimable wife were very active in the work of the Luth-
eran Church of their neighhorhood, of which they were earnest mem-
bers. From the time he secured his naturalization papers he exerted
his right of sutirage, but usually voted independently. He and his
wife had the following children: Anna, who is deceased : Albert, who
1s a farmer of Fairfax. South Dakota; August, whose name heads this
review; and Ellen, who i3 the wife of August Steele, a farmer of
Loomis, Nebraska.

Aupust Olson attended the public schools of Bertrand, Nebraska,
and assisted his father on the farm. After attaining his majority he
went to South Dakota and homesteaded, and after he had proved
up his claim disposed of it and in 1906 came to Lineoln couniy, Ne-
braska, and bought 120 acres of land under irrigation, which is his
present farm. He has put in his improvements, which are excellent,
and here he is engaged in raising a diversified line of crops and a
good grade of livestock, and has met with a remarkable degree of suc-
cess in his undertakings.

In 1906 Mr. Olson was united in marriage at oldrege, Nebraska,
with Olive Sodergren, born in Sweden, whose parents were early set-
tlers of Nebraska. owning a furm in the vicinity of Holdrege. Mr. and
Mrs. Olson have five children, namelv: Leonard, Carl, Nuomi, Ellen
and Alvin, all of whom are at home. They are all members of the
Lutheran Church. TFraternallv Mr. Olson maintains membership
with the Modern Woodmen of America. A republican, he was elected
on his partv ticket to the office of treasurer of hi= =choal distriet while
he was residing in South Dakota. Both Mr. Olzon and hiz wife stand
high in public esteemn, and are recognized as being among the worthy
residents of Lincoln county.

Aner L. Lagsox. Among the agriculturists of the vounger gen-
eration in Linecoln county whe are engaged in earrving on farming
and stockraising operations on the properties formerly owned and
operated hy their fathers, one who has demonstrated the poasession
of sonnd ability and progressive tendencies is Adel L. Larson, of
section 23 in the Gothienhurg locality.

Mr. Larson was born in Perkins county, Nebraska. in 1886, and
is a son of August and Fmma Larson, natives of Sweden. His par-
ents on inmigrating to the United States first located tn Clay county,
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proved up, althoueh they later disposed of it after having made 3
number of improvements. In 1890 they came to Lincoln couny,
which continued 10 be the seene of Auuwust Larson’s aettvities until
his death. e was an industrions man who bore an excellent reputa-
tion for industry, integrity and geor citizenship in his commaunity,
and was a republican in politics and a memhber of the Free Masons,
He and Al Larson. whe survives him. were the parents of eight
childrey Charles, whose home is i Gothenburg: Lottie, who is the
wife of John Revnolds, of Lincoly county; Gus, who js g Dawson
county farmer; Minnie, the wife of W, I Large 2 ranclier i Wyo-
ming; Mrs. Anna Shires. whose husband is o Colorado farmer and
ranchman; Herman, deceased; Osear, who ig CAITYING on agricultural
operations near Bradv; and Adel L., of this notice.

Adel L. Larson was four vears of age when brought by his parents
to Lincoln county, and thijs community has since continued to be
his home. e received g publie schoo] education, was reared to farmm.
ing pursnits. and at the {jme of his father's death took over the man-
agenient of the homestead, whieh he has since conducted. He has
met with suecess in his general farming activities. and is als6 known
45 a prosperous breeder of Shorthorn catile and Chester White hogs.
Most of the improvements which now add to the value and attractive-
ness of tlie property have heen installed by hiin, and the appearance
of the propertv denotes the presence of able and effective manage-
ment. He has for some years fed cattle and hogs for the arkets,
and in this connection has evidenced good business abilities, while
these who have liad business transactions with him will vouch for
his integritv. He is independent as to Lis political allegiance, pre-
ferring to choose candidates hy their individual character and ability
rather than throneh the medium of party lines. His good citizenship
has been shown in his support of worthy measures for the betterment
of the conimunity and the welfare of its people.

In 1909 Mr. T.arcon was unifed in marriage with Miss Ellen Sin-
derstrom, wlo, like her hushand, was born jn Nebraska, and to this
union there have heen born four children, all residing with their
parents: Llva, Ellsworth, Clarence and Avin.

Nebruska, where thev 100k up a homestead at Perkins, and this they

DantEL BAXER MeoNERL, A mong the citizens of Lincoln county
to whom is veuchsafed an honored place in local history is the centle.
man whose name appears as the eaption to this sketel. who through
an extended period hiaz been connected with the farming and stock-
raising interests of this Incality, achieving a satisfactory depree of
material suecess and winning the confidence and esteem of the entire
community,

Daniel Baker McNeel was horn in Washington county, Virginia,
on Septernber 5, 1830. and is the second in order of hirth of the nine
children whao biessed the union of Austin D. and Emilv (Davenport)
MeNeel. both of whom were also natives of the Old Dominion siate.
Austin McNeel followed agrieultural pursuits all his life, carrying an
general farmine, and was o sueeessful man in his business affairs.
The children barn to him and his wife were as follows: Austin, de-
ceased; Daniel B, the immediate subject of this review: Walter B,
deceased ; Ilorence, who now lives in Dutte, Montana: Allen G., de.
ceased ; Georgia. the wife of Jerry MeCarty and lives in Texas: Au-
gusta L., who lives in Sutherland, Nebraska; R. C., of Butte, Mon-
tana; and Gabricl, the wife of Timothy Martin, of Seattle, Wush-
ington.
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Daniel B. MeXNeel seeured his elenuentary education in the public
schiools of his home community in Virginia, upon the cornpletion
of which he became connected with the railroad husiness, which he
followed for ahout twelve years. In 18574 Mr. MeNeel came to D
son_county and in 1878 eame to Lincoln county, where he worked
as foreman of a sectinn gang, and in 1885 homesteaded the place
where he now lives. Through the subsequent vears he has met with
pronounced suecess and wisely has reinvested miuch of his earnings
In more land, so that today he is the owner of about 12,000 acres of
excelient decded land, the greater part of which is classed as improved
land.  In addition to general farming operations Mr. McNeel has
given considerable attention to the raising of livestock, principally
Hereford cattle, in which his efforts have been rewarded with sbund-
ant suceess, he keeping herds of from 1,300 to 2,000 constantly graz-
ing and preparing for market. '

In 1873 Mr. MeXNeel was married to Elizabeth Caywood, a native
of Virginia, and thev have become the parents of seven children,
namely: John A., of Sutherland, Nebraska; Emily L., who is the
wife of C. E. Evans. of Lincoln county: Allen Grant. who lives on
his father’s ranch ; Mahel, at home; Daniel B., Ir, and Edwin L. D,
who live on the home ranch; and Georgie, who lives at home. Mr. Me.
Necl gives his political support to the democratie partv and frater-
nally he is a member of the Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. He
1s essentially & man among men, moving as one who commands re
spect by innate force, and he is numbered among the public-spirited,
enterprising and popular farmers of his county.

" GEORGE SaxDpERS. One of the successful and public-spirited citi-
zens of Lincoln county is Georre Sanders, who withholds hLis co-
operation from no movemen: which iz ealeuluted to advance the gen-
eral welfare of the people. What he has achieved in life proves the
force of his character and illusirates his steadfastness of purpose, his
high standing in the various communities in which he has lived be-
ing the direet outcome of his persistent and worthy labors.

George Sanders was born in Missouri on June 13, 1887, and is
the son of John and Susan E. (Rogers) Sanders, the former of whom
was a native of Indiana and the latter of Missouri. The father, who
has devoted his efforts to general farming in Missouri and, later, in
Kansas, has been fairly successful in his business affairs and is held
in high regard in his community. IIe is a member of the Presby-
terian Church and with his wife iz now living in Kansas. To them
were born eleven children. six of whont are living.

George Sanders received his educational training in the publie
schools of Missouri and Nansas and was reared Lo the life of a farmer,
which vocation he has found to be satisfactory in every way. In
1908 he left Kansas and located in Coloradn. where hie remained for -
three vears, at the end of which he returned to his old home in Kan-
sas. Tn 1913 Mr. Sanders came to Lincoln county and bought the
old William MeDonald homestead. ennsisting of 160 acres of well
improved land. to the cultivation of which he has since devoted him-
self. Te carrics on geueral farming operations. raising all the erops
common to this loeality and has shown good judgment and sound
discrimination in all his operations.

In 1908 Mr. Sanders was married to Vea Land. and they have
become the parents of two children, Jessie and Georgia. Mr. Sanders
is independent of party ties in politieal affairs, reserving the right
to vote for the men or measures which most nearly meet with his
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approval.  Fraternally he is & member of the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows and the i3rotherhood of Arrerican Yeonien. Essentially
@ man of affuirs, Mr. Sanders is sound of Judgment and far-seeing in
all that he undertakes, and because of I suceess and his high per-
sonal character he has won and retains the confidence and esteein of
all classes. .

W. S. Ross. Anoug the influential citizens of Lincoln county
the record of whozo lives have beeone an eszential part of the history
of this section, the gentleman whose name appears ubove has exerted
a_beneficial intluence throughout the community where he resides.
His chief chuructevistics are keenness of pereeption, a tireless energy,
honesty of purpoze and motive and every-day conumnon sense, which
have enabled him not onlv to advanee his own 1terests, but glso to
largely contribute to the moral and material advancement of the
community.

W. 8. Ross is a native of Webster county, Towa, where he was
born on June 5, 1858, and iz a son of Joseph and Mary (Barr) Ross,
the former of whom was a native of Pennsylvania and the latter of
Ohio. Joseph Ross was a farmer in Town for many vears. and in
1887 he moved to Lincoln county, Nebraskn, where e entered a
homestead. He remained there but  short time, however, returning to
Jowa, where he spent the remainder of his life, his death occurring
on March 19, 1900, at the ave of eightyv-six yvears. His wife died on
September 3, 1898, Thev were the parent= of nine children, of whom
the following are still living: Thomas, of Fart Dodge, Iowa; Fanes,
who lives at \ire. in the Misouri Ozark Mountaius; Elizabeth is the
wife of James T. Tracy. of Columbus, Kansas; W. 8. is the subject
of this sketch; E. G.. who lives in the Ozrk country, Missouri; and
Charles of Atchison, Kansas,

W. S. Ross was reared and educated in Webster county, Jowa,
remaining there as a farmer until 1888, when he came to Lineoln
county and filed on a homestead, which Jje proved up, and then sold
it for $200. He then bonght more land aud is now the owner of 160
acres of splendid land in section 23, township 14, range 31. He has
devoted his efforts indefatigably to the operation of this farm, and
his efforts have been rewarded with splendid success through his good
inanagement and industry. For about twenty vears he lived about
eighteen miles north of his present place and gave much of his atten-
tion to stockraising, in which he prospererd. .

In 1883 Mr. Ross was married to Naney Wheeler, a native of
Towa, and their union has been hlessed by the hirth of eight children,
namely: Charles Lerov. of North Platte, Lincoln county: George
Wesley, of North Platte; Leana. who iz the wife of Nathan Seott. of
this countv: Mabel. who is the wife of Fred Brown, of Dickens, this
county; William MeKinley, Grace, Homer and Vern, who remain.
at home. 3

Politically Mr. Ross is independent, though with Teanings toward
the republiean partv. Fraternally he is a member of the Independent
Order of Odd Tellows. helonzing to hath lodge and encampment.
Essentially a man of affairs. enund of indement and far-seeing in all
he has undertaken. he has heen eminently successful and has won
and retained the confidence and esteem of all classes.

Van LAawRENCE. Among the enterprising and suceessful younger
ranchmen of Lincoln countv none takes precedence over the gentle-
man whose name heads this sketeh. Mr. Lawrence has exhibited in
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his business operations these qualities of judgment and discrimina-
tion which alwayvs insure suecess, and he has made a most favorable
impression on all who know him. Mr. Lawrence is the son of Ired and
Oruz, (Murdock) Lawrence, both of whom were natives of Missouri,
and is oune of the two children born to this worthy couple, he having
a sister, Pearl, who is the wife of T.co Salers, of Mavwnod, Nebraska
Fred Lawrence has followed farming praeticallv all his life, and
came from Missouri to Lincoln couuty in 1905. He here entered a
homnestead and applied himself to geieral farming and stockraising,
in which he is still engaged, and is numbered among the enterprising
farmers of his locality. .

Van Lawrence was born in Parnell, Missouri, on November 7.
1888, and received his education in the public schaols of his locality.
In 1905 he accompanied his parents on their removal to Lincoln
county, and immeriately engaged in the business of ranching. Fe
has been more than ordinarily suceessful and is now the owner of
5,500 acres of land. which he is devoting to cattle raising. Energetic
and sagacious, he is rapidly eaining an enviable reputation in his line
and is considered a man of unusual ability.

In 1909 Mr. Lawrence was married to Vere Hurd, a native of
Nebraska, and they are the parents of two children, Troy and Wayne.
Mr. Lawrence is independent in his politieal attitude and is public-
spirited in his attitude towards all movements which promise to
advance the publie welfare. Because of his success, his hich char-
acter and his genial disposition, he has won a host of warm and loyal
friends throughout this community.

Wirriax H. C. WoopHURST. A man of versatile talents, well-
educated, and full of the push and energy that commands success in
any walk of life, William H. C. Woodhnrst, a well-known and pros-
perous insurance man of North Platte, is now rendering able service
as eounty judge of Lincoln eounty. A son of the Inte William Wood-
hurst, he was born April 17, 1860, in St. Joseph, Missouri.

William Woodhurst was born on board ship in New York har-
bor while his parents were crossing the Atlantic en route to the United
States from their native country.” Learning the trade of a plasterer
and brick mason when young, he followed it first in St. Joseph, Mis-
souri, and later in Omaha, Nehraska. In 1862 he made an overland
trip to California, erossing the plains with his family in an ox team.
During the four or more vears he remained on the Pacific Coast he
did some very good mining. Returning east with his wife and chil-
dren, he made the trip by water, erossing the Isthmus of Panama and
landing in New Yark. The vovage was rather tempestnous, a fear-
ful storm off Cape Hatteras hadiy damaging the ship and delayving it
four davs. From New York he went to Indiana. from there coming
to Omaha, Nebraska, in 1867. In 1868 he settled in Lincoln county,
and soon after was made deputv sheriff. He was afterward twice
elected sheriff. loter serving as county commissioner, and subse
quently being appointed warden of the State Penitentiary at Lin-
coln. He spent the closing years of his life in North Platte, dyving in
1916.

William Woodhurst married in St. Joseph. Missouri, Mary Rod-
gers, a native of Tndiana. She died in Denver, Colorado, leaving
two children. Charles J.. a civil engineer, who died in Billings, Mon-
tana, in 1917, and William H. C. Politically the father was a stanch
supporter of the principles of the republican party, and religiously
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he was broad and liberyl in his views, and an active member of the
Unitarian Church, The mother, trve (o the religious faith in which
she was reared, was o member of the Christian Churel,

After leaving the public schools Willinm II. C. Woodhurst con-
tinued his studies in differ. nt institutions of learning, attending the
Gem City Business Colleve in Quiney, Winois; Tubor College in
Tabor, Towu: and the University of Nelirasky in Lincoln. His first
emplovment as a Wage-carner was at Paeific Tunetion, Iowa, where
he was ticket agent for the Chicagn, Burlington & Quiney Railroad
for two veurs, Coing then to Quiney, Tlinois, he completed the com-
mereial course at the Gem City Business College, and mmmnediately
after, in 1886, went to Chevenne. Wyoming, us clerk to the super-
intendent of the Union Pueitic Railroad, In 1587 the cormpany trans-
ferred him to North Platte, giving him the position of express and
baggage agent. e was later travel, freight and passenger agent for
the Des Moines & Kansas City Railwav for a year, but subsequently
resumed his work in the express and baggage oifice ; continuing for
four or five years.

Resigning from that position, JMr. Woodhurt accepted the re-
ceivership of the United States Land Officc on March 11, 1892, and
held it for 214 vears when, for alleged offensive partisanship, he was
onsted by Grover Cleveland, He was then appointed deputy county
clerk, und resigned that position. Embarking then in the insurance
business, he was appointed state agent for the N orth British Mercan-
tile Company, for whieh he traveled twelve vears, having charge of the
Nebraska and Black Hill territory. Resigning his agency, Mr. Wood-
hurst was again appointed Receiver for the United Siates Land Office,
and held the office fonr Years_ after which he resunied his insurance
business. 1In Febrnary, 1918, he was appointed eounty judee, and
in Noverher, 1919, was elected to that position, and i3 performing
the duties devolving upon him in that capaeity with charaeteristic
zeal and fidelity.

Mr. Woodhurst married first, June 16, 1887, Bessie Anderson,
daughter of William . Anderson, a banker at Glenwood. Towa. She
nas a woman of much culture and a valued member of the Episcopal
Chureh. She passed to the higher life in 1894 \[» Woodhurst
married for his second wife Mattie D. Donechower, a native of Hanni-
bal, Missouri. their marriage being solemnized Decomber 19, 1895
Mr. and Mre. Waodhurst kave two children. Sherwood, horn in 189G,
was discharged {rom the army at Camp Kearney, California. early
in 1919, and is now with the Tollefson Motor Company of Kearney,
Nebraska: and Thurston, born in 1897, is employed in a shoe stope
at North Platte. '

An tncompromising republican. Mr. Woodhurst became identi-

fled with polities befare attaining his majority, and in 1915 was
elected to the State Legislature. representing in that body Daswson,
Keith and Lincoln counties, Fraternally he is & member of the An-
cient Free and Aecepted Order of Masons, being a Wnieht Templar
and a member of the Anecient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the
Mvstic Shrine, Mps, Woodhnrst is a member of the Episcopal Chureh,
with which :he united when young.

Styroxy Wirte. One of the honored farmers and representative:
cilizens of Tineoln ecounty. specifieally entitled to mention in a work
of the nature of the one in hand, is Simon White, whose fine farm
18 located in cection 31, township 13, range 32. As a result of his
earlier years of strenuons endeavor he is now a man of substantia]
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worth and ranks among the most enterprising farmers in his section
of the county, where he €njoys un enviuble staunding among his fel-
low ugriculturists. :

Simon White was born in Grecne county, Indiuna, on the Sth:
duy of September, 1232, and is the son of Warren and Dicey White,
both of whoni were natives of southern Indiuni. The father always
followed farmiug, in which he ws successful, and lie and his wife
are both now deceused. They were the parents of eight ehildren,
namely: Simou, the hinmediate subject of this sketeh ; Joseph, de-
ceased; Naney, decc:wed; Dicey, who is liviug in Brown county, In-
diana; Henry, who lives in Californiu; Dayvid, ulso in Culiforniu;
Cyrus, who lives in HMinois; Williaw, of 1llinots.

Simon White was reared in his native state and received his eduy-
cation in the commuon schools of Jiis home neighborhood. He re-
maiued there until 1884, when he cane to Nebrasku, settling in
Keuarney, where he remained for about yeur, coming then to Lin-
coln county, where he obtained a tract of land by homestead entry.
To the improvement and cultivation of this lund he at once applied
himself vigorously and in the course of time he developed it into
one of the choice farms of this locality. He is now the owner of 480
acres of land, on which he is engaged in farming and stockraising
and in the operation of which lines he has met with pronounced
success. Energetic, up-to-date and diseriminating in his judginent,
he has devotcd himaelf indefatigably to his business aifairs and en-
Joys a high reputation among his fellows s a man of more than
ordinary ability and success.

Mr. White was married in Indiana in 1871 to Sarah Stone, who
was horn in the southern part of Indiana, the daughter of Enoch and
Sarah Stone, also natives of the Ioosier state, where they followed
farming during all the years of their active lives, and are now de-
ceased.  To Mr. and Mrs. White were born the following ehildren :
Mrs. Minnie Moore, of Novth Platte: Mrs. Lffie Reynolds. who lives
in California; Mrs. Lulu Miller. of Lincoln county; Mrs. Myrtle
Socup, who lives in Towa: Mrs. Tola Danielson. of Sutherland,” Ne-
braska; Mrs. Corn Danielson. of Sutherland: Talmage, a farmer in
this county: and Mrs. Lummniie Ecklund, of Lincoln county.

Mr. White is independent in his politieal attitnde, casting his
vote and inflnence as hie judgment.dictates. TTe takes an intelligent
interest in local public affairs and at one time was a member of the
School Board of Distriet No. 17. Tle and his wife are active memn-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church and give their support to
every worthy benevolent object. They are popular members of the
sacial circles in which thev move, being generally liked by all who

Cknow them.

H. M. Grixes. Among the able and influential membhers of the
bar H. M. Grimes, of North Platte. has won unmnistakable prestige
in his professional eareer, and as district judge has jurisdietion over
seven counties of Nehraska. A san of the late Firman Grimes, he
was born in Russellville, Tndiana. of @nod old Kentueky stock. his
paternal grandfather, Kdward T.. Grimes, having leen born and
reared in Virginia, from whenee he moved to Kentucky and from
there to Tndiana in 1837, ' iy

Firman Grimes was horn in Kentucky, where his parents resided
for a short time befare loeating in Tndiana. Learning the trade of a
saddle and harness maker. he follawed it in Ruseellville, Indiana.
until his death. He there married Naney J. Evans, a danghter of
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James Evans, whe migruted fron; Viesinda, his native state, to Ken-
tucky, und frow (lierc oving to Indiang in 1529, Two children
were boru of theiv union, ys follows: Ienry AL, who owns and mar,-
ages the old Louestend ji1 Russellville, Indiana, the futher having
been a furiner s well e suddler; und ] M., the special subjeet of
this brief sketcli. The luther was u repullican in politics, and both
he and lis wire were fuitlify] embers of the Methodist Lpiseopal
Church during their ljves, :

After his graduation from Asbury University in Greencastle, In-
diana, in 1875, I1. M. Grimes enlered the lay depuartment of the
State University of Towa, from which he was graduated in 1877,
Immediately opening au oflice in Bedford, Towa, he practiced law

Cre two vears, and then came to Nebrasky, locating in Ord on
April 1, 1880. In August, 1884, My, Cirimes, wishing to secure o
broader field of endeavor, settled in North Platte, where his pro-
fessional skill and ability were soon recognized, attracting a largo
clientage, his practice becoming extensive and remunerative. [n
November, 1895, he was honored with an election as Judge of the
Thirteenth Judicial Distriet. whieh includes Dawson, Lincoln, Me-
Pherson, Keith, Deuel and Cheyenne counties, and has since devoted
his entire time and attention to the distinctive work of his professional
position.  For fourteen months previous to the clection the judge
was Registrar for the United States Land Oflice.

Judge Grimes married, October 5, 1880, Mary McCracken, who
was born in Towa. a daughter of Thonas McCraclken, a pioneer mer-
chant of Bedford. Towa. Their only child, Iee D. Grimes, a civil
engineer, builder and contractor of Chattanooga, Tennessee, and very
prosperous in his work, died iy, Deceinler, 1918, at the aoe of thirty-
three years, his death being not only a great sorrow to his parents,
but a loss 10 the community in whieh he resided. Religiously Mus.
Grimes is 4 menber of the Episcopal Chureh. Politically the judge
is a stanch republican, and ip 1833 represented Valley county in
the State Legizlature, F raternally he joined the Ancient I'ree and
Accepted Order of Masons August 12, 1884, and he also belongs
to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Tlks. '

Frep W. Errcssox. More than ordinary interest attaches to
the farm of Fred W. Ericsson in the Brady community, for not only
was this the first property homesteaded in Lincoln county, but it
alzo comprised an old stage station from St. Joseph westward during
the early history of white settlement in this region. The present
owner. an agriculturist of progressive spirit and enterprise, who has
become weli-to-do by reason of his industry and good management,
has the distinetion of being the second white child horn iu Linecoln
county, his hirth having oceurred at old Fort MePherson in 1868, a
son of Emil B. and Marie (Olson) Eriesson, natives of Sweder

Emil E. Eriesson was young man when he iinmigrated to the
United States in 1854, and was first a settler at Rock Island, Tlinois,
from whence he moved shortly thereafter to St. Louis, Missour,
There he was married, and during the period of the Civil war served
in the Uninn Army as a_niember of the State Militia. being prin-
cipally concerned in guard dutv. In 1866 he went to Nebraska City
and in the following year traveled overland to Lineoln connty, where,
while Jooking for a ag0d loeation, he eut ties to be uted in the con-
struction of the Union Pacific Railroad, whieh was steadfastly push-
Ing its rails westward. As noted, he became the first homesteader in
Lincoln county, and for some years, until the railroad had become
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the regulur means of transportation, his farm served as g stage sta-
tion. Mr. Ericsson paid the first taxes in Lincoln county and hecame
a man of some iimportance and influence in his community, scrving
& asves<or and fustice of the peace and being o member of the board
of county commissioners for about three terms. Ile was g stalwart
democrat in his politicul adkerence, und both he and his worthy wife
were consistent members of the Lutheran Church. Thev were the
parents of cight children, as follows: Kannie, who is the wife of
W. G. Mellon, a ranchman of North Purk, Colorado; Louize, the wife
of John Burke, of North Dlatte, Nebraska; Emma, the wile of J. D.
Malon, who is interested in the potash business at Denver, Colorado;
Emil E., a resident of Ontario, California; Fred W., of this notice;
Christina, the wife of H. P. Votaw, a commission merchant of Den-
ver; Anna, long a popular and etlicient educator, who is now super-
intendent of schools of Clayton, New Mexico; and Royal S., who is
engaged in farming near Brady, Nebraska.

Fred W. Eriesson was eduecated in the early schools of Lincoln
county, and all of his early training was along the lines of agricul-
ture, an industry which he learned thoroughly in all its branches.
Until he reached man’s estate he was engaged in assisting his father,
and some time after he reached his majority purchased the old home
place from his father and has continued to follow general farming
and stockraising thereon. The home is still made of logs, but is
commodious and comfortable, and other improvements on the place
testify to the industry, progressiveness and good taste of the owner,
while the general prosperity makes it evident that his management
has been capable. Tle carries on general farming along modern lines
and with improved machinery, and has also engaged extensively in
the raising of pure blood Hereford eattle and Poland-China hogs.
He has found no time for matters ontside of his agricultuyal work,
and as to public affairs only shows a good citizen’s interest, and is
an independent voter.

Mr. Eriesson was married in 1900 to Miss Anna Johnsgon, who
was born in Linecoln eounty, and a graduate of the high school at
North Platte. She is a daughter of August Johnson, who was an
early settler of the county and a highly respected man of his day.
Mrs. Ericsson iz a member of the Lutheran Church, and Mr. Ericsson
attends its services and supports its movements.

JoxNaTHAN D. Draxe. In the passing away of Jonathan D. Drake
in 1909 Lincoln county sustained an agricultural loss of more than
averuge import. Mr. Drake left behind him a legacy not only of
material wealth but of useful lessons, and he who would may read
that early limnitations develop rather than break the strong and Ter
sourceful.

Mr. Drake was born in Illinois, where his education was confined
to intermittent attendance at the public schools, and in his youth
was atded by only his own ability, industry and determination. ITe
was reared in hiz native state, where he was married, following which
he went to Towa and there secured land and engaged in seneral farmi-
ing and stockraising. From that siate he continued to Nebraska.
settling first in Frontier county, where he bought land and continued
his operations for a time. and then came to Lineoln county, where
the rest of his life was passed on his homestead. During his active
life Mr. Drake drew to him manyv warm and devoted friends, and the
confidence of the communities in which he lived and worthily Ia-
hored. As far as general qualities were eoncerned, he was well adapted
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to the occupation o whieh he devoted 20 ‘many vears of his life, and
his properties always retlected hie good management and iudustry.,
While a resident of Frontior county he servae capably as constable,
and in Lineoln Cottnly was a notary publie for many years. In polities
he iuvariably maitndaied an independent stand

Mr. Drake was married m Ilinois to g young lady who wus also
born in thut state, Miss [2fa M. Blunek, and whe survives him and
resides on the home place in the vieinity of Maxwell They became
the purents of four eliildren Ladith, the wife of Ike Smith, of Max-
well; Lester, one of the operators of the home fann, who married
Nettie Graves, a native of South Dakota, and has two children, Earl
(frez: and Ervin; Claude, horn in Frontier county, in 1891, who
conduets operations on (he home farm with his brother Lester: and
Maude, who is deceased.

ULrrenr Frkesscuen, To a great extent t)e prosperity of the
agricultural sections of our great country is dne to the honeyt indus-
try, the sturdy perseverance and the wise economy which sg promi-
nently clharacterizes the foreign element. both those who have come
direct from the European nations and their Ameriecan-born children,
By comparison with thejr “old country” surroundings these people
have reudily recognized the fact that iy the United States lie the
greatest opportunities for the man of ambition and encrgy.  And
because of this many have broken the ties of home and nafive land
and have entered earnestly upon the ask of gaining in the new world
a home and a competence, Among this elass may be mentioned 1he
Fikenscher family, of whom Ulricl, Fikenscher is g worthy repre-
sentative, and becanse of his success and splendid attainments he s
eninently worthy of representation in a work of this charaeter.

Ulrich Tikenscher was born in Germany on the 8th day of Jan-
uary, 1849, He was reared and educated in his native lnud and
there spent ihe first thirty-six vears of his life. FHowever, desiring
larger opportunities for personal advancement than eonld he ob-
tained in his native land, in 1885 he imm terated to the United States.
His parents. John Domas and M. Barhara Fikenscher, never left
their native land, and both are deceased. The father, who was horn.
on 2 farm, became g carpet weaver in mature life, and lived to the
age of seventy-two years.

On arriving in this country Ulrich Fikenseher came at once to
Lincoln county ‘and eatered a homestead tract of 160 ncres. The
customs and lanauage of the country ‘were strange to him, but he
courageously and energetically applied himself to the task of develop-
ing a farm. and how well he sueceeded mav he evideneed by the
statement that eventitally he becamie the owner of 960 acres of as gond
land as can be found in his scetion of the county. Those earlv vear
were not a path of roses by any means. however, for he had to contend
with innumerahle obatacles and discournaernents, among which was
the contplete destruction of his home and farm huildings by fire and
three suceessive vears of complete ruination of his erops by hail. But
these incidents sorved ta prove the mettle of the man. whe showed that
he possessed tlie qualities that always insure suceess. and todav he
18 enjoving the frujts of those vears of toil and privations. ITe ecarries
on a general line of farming operations. in connection with which he
gives considerable attention to the breedine and raising of livestocl,
which has heen g large contributory element to his success.  The
Permanent improvements on the place are of a substantial character
and all the mnachinery and implements are up-to-date.
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In 1878 Mr. Fikenscher wus miawried to Azatha Leupolt, and to
this union have been horn eight children, namely. John; Ilenry,
decensed ; Mrs. Emma Stephens, of Dawson county, Nebraska; Mrs.
Mary Stephen=, of Chevenne county, Nelwaska : Georze, who remains
at home with his parents; Mrs. Sophie 11ill, of Lincolu county; Mar-
tin; and Lizzie, who is at home. Martin enlisted in the United
States service on September 5. 1918, and was in Camp Grant at
Rockford, Illinois. and Camp Hancock, Georgin. He was assigned
to Machine Gun Company Twenty-three, it was not sent overseas,
being honorably discharged on Mebruary 28. 1919.

Politieally Mr. Fikenscher is independent, preferring to support
those men and policies which in his apinion are for the eeneral wel-
fare, regardless of party lines. His only public office hias been that
of road overscer. Tle is a member of the Lutheran Church. to which
he gives generous support. In his record there is mueh that is com-
mendable and his charaeter foreibly {llustrates what a life of energy
can accomplish when plans are wisely laid and actions are governed
by right principles and high ideals.

August Bercstroy. The gentleman to a brief review of whose
life and character the reader’s attention is herewith directed is among
the favorably known and representative citizens of Lineoln county,
where he has lived for more than a generation in time. Mr, Berg-
stroin has by Lis indomituble energy und progressive methors con-
‘tributed 1n a material way to the advancement of his commmuniiy dur-
ing the course of an honorable ecarcer, and he has ascended through
his individnal efforts from the bottom of the ladder to a place of im-
portance in his locality. having ever heen known as a man of un-
swerving honesty. sound judgment and high purpese. His career
may well be studied with profit by the youlh whose fortune is vet a
matter for the future to determine, for it shows what one may accom-
plish, although foreign born and thrown in none too favorable en-
vironment if one has courage, fortitude and energy, backed by right
principles.

August Dergstrom, who is now in the eighty-eighth vear of his
life and retired from active business pursnits, was born in Sweden
on the 23d day of December, 1832. ITig parents, who never came to
this country, were Nels and Greta Sophia Donelson. farming folk
in Sweden. DBoth are now decensed. passing away at the age of sixty
years. August Bergstrom was reared and educated in his native land,
where he rem:ained until twenty-eicht vears of age. In 1360 he came
to the United States and secured employment with the covernment.
following that work for five vears. In 1865 he went to Lake county,
Indiana, where for eleven vears he was employed at railroad work. In
1876 he cane to Phillips, Nebraska, and entered a homestead claim.
This he afterwards sold and then came to Lincoln eounty and tonk
up a tree claim of 160 acres. To the improvement of this tract he
at once applied himself with energv and to such mood purpese that
prosperity attended his efforts and during the subsequent veuars he
was enabled to add to hiz possessions {vom time to time until he be-
came the owner of 640 aeres in ail. His st Lhome here was a sod-
house, and at that time he was abont the only settler in his section of
the county. There were no {ences of any kind, the country being alt
open and without improvements of any character. Tlis first years
here were muarkeld by labor of the most strenuouns sort. and he en-
dured many privations and made many sacrifices, but his eflorts were
eventually rewarded in a degree of prosperity which enabled him a
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number of YCdIs ago to relinguish the dctive work of ihe farm and
enjoy that rest to which his years of toil ~o richly entitled hiin,

On Apri] 3, 1869, he was warried i Cliieago to Tili. Skoog, a
native of Sweden, and ther Lave lecone e parents of six children,
namely: Mrs. Christing S Maunson, who |jves near Lexington, Ne-
brasku; Awundy Sophia, the wife of Andrew Shostruuy, of Custer
county, Nebruska: (arl August, at hoe; Georpe, also ot home: Seth,
of Lineoln county; and Thura, who died in infaney. The family
are members of the Swedisl Mission Chureh, while in political affairs
Mr. Bergstrom is not bound by party ties, preferring to reserve for
himself the right to support such eandidates ag oot with his ap-
proval.  Tle has alwavs been an earnest advocate of the best educa-
tional methods and served for a number of YeUrs az a member of the
school board of his township.  Measureq by the true standard of
excellence, he has been gy honorable, upright gentleman, true to
himself and to others, and his influence lias always heen potent for
good. His life has been one of integrity a usefulness, und he today
enjoys the unlimited esteem and regard of all whe ki him.

Gusr HeLserg. It is g compliment worthily bestowed to say
that Lincoln county is honored by the citizenship of Gust Helberg,
whose fine farm is located In section 26, township 14, range 26, for
he has achieved definite success throngh his ewn efforts and is thor-
oughly deserving of the proud title of self-made man, the term being
one that in its better sense cannot but appeal to the Ioya] admiration
of all who are appreciative of our national instimtions and the privi-
leges afforded for individual accomplishment, and it is 4 privilege,
ever gratifying in this dav and age. to meet 2 man who has the
courage to face the batile of life with g strong heart and steady hand
and to win in the stern confliet by bringing to bear only those forces
with which nature has equipped him——self—reliance, sell-respect, in-
dustry and Integrity.

Gust Helberg was born in Sweden on the 24 day of April, 1858,
and is the son of .J. and Louise Olsen, both of whoin also were natives
of Sweden. and never Jeft their native Jand. The father was a farmer
by vocation and died at the age of sivty-five vears, being survived
number of years by his widow who passed away at the age of ninety
vears. Tley were the parents of eight children. six sons and two
danghters, of which number four are now residing in the United
States. nawnely - Magnus, who lives in Arkansas; John, of Michigan ;
Mrs. Christing Lunden, of Michigan; and Gust.

Gust ITelbere was reared mn his native land and secured his eduy-
cation in the publie schools In 1880, desiring lavger opportunities
for advancement in material affairs, he came to the Uniled States,
and in 1886 he came to Lineoln eountv and filed on a homestead of
160 aeres and also entered a tree elaim.” ITe at once entered upon the
task of improving this land and getting it in cultivation, but his first
vears here were vears of hard and unremitting toil, for the country
was new, comparativelv few sottlers heing in his locality when hp
settled here.  IMowever. his labors and sacrifices were i due time
rewarded and suecess erowned his efforts.  TTe is now the owner of
480 acres of fine land, about 160 acres of which are under cu_ltivatipn,
the remainder heing developed to stnekraising purposes, in which
he has been verv suceessful.  He carries on seneral farming opera-
tions and has showed excellent judament in his managenment of his
farm. The farmn buildings are substantial in character, and he does
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not Lesitate to adopt the latest ideas in agriculture when satisfied of
their =uperiority over old methods. '

Qn the 27ith of April, 1883, in Chiearo, Illinois, Mr. Ielberg
was united in marriage with Betty Tarelurg, who also i= a native of
Sweden, coming to the United States when she was twenty-three years
of age. To this union seven children have been boru, n:inely: Den-
nis, of Onmha, Nebraska; Lvdia. who died at the age of twenty-nine
vears; Wilbert, who is a student in the Chicago University; Rollo,
of Lincoln county: Beujamin, of Arunold, Nebruska: and Seth and
Signe, at home. Mr. Helberg has been a busy man, but has not per-
mitted his interest in his material affairs to interfere with his duty
to the eommunity as a private eitizen, for he has always taken a keen
interest in the public affairs of his loeality, at all times giving his
support to every movement for the welfare of the people. Because
of his public-spirit, his amicable relations with his fellow men and
his business suceess he oceupiez a warm place in the regard of all who
know him.

N. R. Hexpricksox. A man of naturally sound judgment and
shrewd perception. characteristics of the Swedich race, to which
N. R. Hendrickson belongs, he has so ordered his career as to be
eminently eligible to representation in a work of this character.
He has nsen ﬁ-llrough his strictly moral habits, his attenlion t{o busi-
ness and persistent industry, and his name stands high today among
hiz fellow eitizens. His dowestic and social connections have ever
been of the most pleasant character, and the fact that his surround-
ings are such as to make life enjoyable is due solely to his individual
merits, for he has won his suceess by honest, hard work during
the vears of his residence here.

N. R. Hendrickson was born in Sweden on May 28, 1880, and
is the son of A. P. and Mary Hendrickson, both of whom were
natives of Sweden, where the father followed farming. In 1888
the family came to the United States, loeating first in Phillips
county, Nebraska for one year, and then came to Iincoln county,
Nebraska, where he homesteaded 160 acres of land, to the cultivation
of which he applied his energies during the remaining active years
of his life. He and hiz wife are both deceazed, he dying at the age
of seventy-three years and his wife at the age of seventy-one years.
N. R. Hendrickson was but eight years of age when the family came
to this country, and his educational training was therefore received
in the public schools here. He accompanicd his family on their
removal from Phillips county to Lineoln county, and was reared to
the life of a farmer, remaining at home with his parents and assist-
ing his father in the farm work. Ile is now farming on his own
account and is the owner of 320 acres of land, on which he carries
on general farming operations. Ile also gives some attention to the
raising of livestock, in which alse he has been successful. The farm
i3 well improved. and its general appearance indicates the owner to
be a man of good taste and sound judgment. During his caly
vears on the farm here he saw «ome hard titnes, enduring privations
and sacrifices. but prosperity has erowned his etforts and today he
is numbered among the leading farmers of his community,

In this county Mr. Hendrickson was married to Hilda Swanson,
the daughter of Swan Swanson, of Sweden, where she was born aud
both her parents are still living. To Mr. and Mrs. Iendrickson
have been born four children, Ellen, Ethel, Verell and Herbert.
Politieally Mr. ITendrickson iz independent, not being aligned with
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either of the great parties and preferring to vote as he deems best
for the general welfure. His religious membership is with the
Lutheran Churehy, to which he is a liberal giver. Fe is a man of
genial disposition and generous impulses, and has won a host of
warm personad friends throughout this section: of the eounty.

GariEL Oxax.  An enumeration of the enterprising and rep-
resentative Swedish citizeus of Lincoln county would be incomplete
without specific mention of Gabriel Oman, for since easting his lot
with us he has stamped the impress of his individuality upon the
community and benefited alike himsclf and his neighbors. for while
laboring for his own advancement he has not heen selfish and ne-
glected his duties to the public in general, Lut he ulways supports
such measures 1z make for the geueral good.

Gabriel Oman wus born in Sweden February 17, 1843, and was
reared and educated there. In 1871, when about twenty-eight years
of age, he determined to seek a land where larcer opportunities
awaited_the man of energy and ambition, and accordingly he sailed
for the United States. whither so many of his neighbors und country-
men has preceded him. It was a well-adviced move for hin. for
since coming to this country he has realized the fruition of his hiopes
and aspirations and is today in comfortable finaneial cireumstances.
Upon his arrival in this country lie ut once proceeded to Omaha,
Nebraska, where for thirteen years he found cmployment as a
laborer. In 1884 Mr. Oman came to Lincoln county and home-
steaded 160 acres of land in section 24, township 14, range 26, where
his present comfortable home is situated. e at once applied him-
self with energy to the ask of improving this place and patting it
into cultivation. His first home here was a sod-house, which served
as o residenee for the family for fifteen vears. Mr. Oman carried
on general farming operations and also Fave sonie attention to the
raising of livestock. Ile raises all the crops commion to the seelion
of the countrv and has showed excellent Judgment in his farm man-
agement. Ilis present fine farm comprizes 640 acres of land, and
the home and farm buildings are of such a character as retlect eredit
on their owner. Mr. Oman’s first years here were trying and work
was carried on under difficulties that would have discouraged g man
of less mctile. For instance, it was neeessary to haul water from
Gothenburg and the Platte River twenty rmiles away. Now
Mr. Oman has a fine well on his farm 440 feet deep giving the best
of pure water. There is but little now to remind onc of the primi-
tive conditions under which the early settlers of that pioneer period
. were compelled to inaugurate their work here, and thev deserve the
thanks of the present generation for {heir early efforts in preparing
the country for the succeeding goneraiion.

In 1881 Mr. Oman was muarried to Johanna Nelson, who was
born and reared in Sweden and who came to the United States at
the age of fwentv-one years. Six childven have blessed this union,
namely: M. Bina Olson, of Elsie, Nebraska: Hilma. who is at
home; Elmer, who lives in Custer county, Nebraska; Xmil, at home,;
Emma, who is a suecessful school teacher in Linenln county; and
Vietor, who is at home. '

Politically Mr. Oman gives his support to the republican party
and takes an intellizent interest in loeal public affairs, though not
ambitious for public otlice. His religions membership is with the
Swedish Mission Churely, of which he is o liberal supporter. The
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splendid success which hua come to Mr. Oman is directly traceable
to the salicnt points in his character. for he started in life at the
bottom of the ladder, which he rmounted unaided, his great €nergy,
sound judgment, keeu diserimination and perseverance rezulting in
the accumulation of a handsome property.

F. A. WiLL. That the plentitude of satiety is scldom attained
in the affairs of life is to be considered a moest benefeial deprivation,
for where ambition is satizfied aud everv ultimate end realized, if
such be possible. apathy must follow. The men who have pushed
forward the wheels of progress Lave been those to whom satisfuetion
lies ever in the future, who have labored enutinuously, always find-
ing in each transition stage an incentive for further effort. F. A
Will, farmer and stockraiser of Lincoln connty. is one whose well
directed efforts have gained for him a position of desired prominence
in the various cireles in which he moves. and his energy and enter-
prise have been crowned by success. Thus, having ever had the
interests of his county at heart and sought to proniote them in every
way possible, he has well earned a place along with his enterprising
fellow citizens in the permanent history of Lineoln county.

F. A. Will was born in the State of Wisconsin on November 2,
1872, and is the son of Frederick and Louise (Mintz) Will. The
father was born in Germany and came to the United States in 18586,
settling in Wisconsin, where he engaged in farming during his ac-
tive years. He spent the remainder of his life there, dying at the
advanced age of eighty-seven vears, and is survived by his widow,
who is now eighty-five years of age. They became the parents of
ten children, three sons and seven daughters, of whom the subject
of this sketch is the roungest son and the only one surviving, .

F. A. Will was reared under the parental roof and secured a good
practical education in the common schools of his home neighbor-
hood. He remained at home until reaching manhood’s vears, and
then moved to Tilden, Madison county, Nebraska, where he lived
for a number of years, at the end of which period he moved to Knox
county, Nebraska. In 1907 Mr. Will came to Lincoln county and
bought his present fine farm, comprising 320 acres of good land
located in section 23, township 14, range 26, and here he has made
a distinet suceess as a farmer and stockraiser, enjoying a splendid
reputation in his eommunity as an enterprising and progressive
farmer. His place is well improved in every respeet, including at-
tractive and substantial farm buildings, while his methods are those
of the up-to-date farmer: who are not slow to adopt new methods
when convineed of their supcriority over former methods.

Politicallv Mr. Will takes an independent attitude, supporting
the candidates and measures which in his opinion are for the gen-
eral welfare. He is a member of the New Iope Church, to which
he gives liberal support. e is well liked throughout the com-
muntty because of his public-spirited attitude toward all local affairs
of common interest and for his clean churacter and business success.
His life has not been a path of roses, for he has richly earned his
present handsome property by hard toil and indefatigahle industry.
appreciating the dignity of lhonest labor, In 188‘_2 Mz Will had
an experience which nearly cost him his life, having been struck
by lightning, which so affected him that he was unconscious for
three days. The same slroke of lightning instantly killed his
brother, who wus standing neur him.



172 TISTORY OF LINCOLN COUNTY

BuTrLer Brenaxax., Coming to Nebraska with a seant supply of
this worlil's goods, but with an unlimited stoel of energy, courage
und perseverance, Butler Buehanan, of North Platte, hus steadily
climbed the ladder of attainments, through his own efforts Laving
accumulated a good property and gained u place of prominence and
influetice in the business and political circles of city and connty. \
san of the late 0. H. P. Buchanan, he was born in Washington
county, Pennsvlvania, March 16, 1854, and there spent the first five
venrs of his life.

O. H. P. Buchanan waz born in 158923, in Pennsylvania, near
Independence, on his father’s farm, through which the line sep-
arating the Kevstone state from Virginia passed, while his wife, whose
inaiden name was Sarah Waugh, was born on the other side of the
line in Virginia. A camp meeting has been held on that same farm
for many, many years, the annual attendance of Pennsylvania and
Virginians being about equally divided. Migrating with his family
to Jowa in 1859, O. H. P. Buchanan bought land and began the im-
provement of a homestead, hut in the panic of 1873 was unfortunate
and suftered a loss. In 1885 he came to Lincoln county, Nebraska,
bought a tract of land. and carried on general farming for several
vears. Ilis ventures proving sueccessful, he moved to North Platte,
and there lived retired from active labor until his death in 190%. He
was a man of more than average intellizence and ability, well-read
and olservant, possessing sound business judgment. and while in
Towa served as justice of the peace, and was one of the directors of
the Towa State College at Ames. and master of the State Grange of
Towa and active in theloeal Grange. In politics he was first identifed
with the democratic party, later joining the republican ranks, and
at the time of his death was a democrat.

Of the union of Mr. and Mrs. Q. H. P. Buchanan seven children.
were born. four of whom are living, as follows: Butler, the special
subject of this sketch; Jennie. wife of Tra L. Miltonberger, of North
Platte; Sallie 3., widow of the late Rodger A. Duvidson, of North
Platte; and Thomas D., a claim adjuster living in Omaha. The
mother was born in 1832 and died at North Platte in 1916. She was
a devout member of the Presbyvierian Church.

Comypleting his studies in the State Agricultural College at Ames,
Towa. Butler Buchanan was a tiller of the soil until twenty vears old,
when he embarked in the orocery husiness in Towa. Desirous of
trying the hazard of new i{ortunes, he sold out his store and stock, and
on August 22. 1882, came to Nebraska, locating in the southern part
of Lineoln county. where he pre-empted a tract of land and took up
a homestead elaim.  After living there four years Mr. Buchanan,
having lost all of his money, sccured a position as clerk in a grocery
store at North Platte, and began life anew. his emplover being
the county treasurer. \Mr. Buchanan was subsequently made dep-
uty county treasurer, and served =0 ably in that eapacity that he was
made county treasurer, and filled the office for four vears.

Being clected connty elerk in the fall of 1889, Mr. Buelianan held
the position two vears, and in 1891 was elected county treasurer,
a position of trnst and responsibility that he filled most acceptably
from 1895 until 1898, inclusive. During the time he was thus oe-
cupied he worked on abstract books. continuing in abstract work for
twenty-two vears, his knowledge of its requirements and his accuracy
making him especially competent for the work. He was likewise
associated with the real estate and insurance business, from 1899 until
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{he spring of 1919 having been iu purtnership with T. C. Patterson.
The firm being then diz=olved and thie business divided, Mr. Bu-
chanan admitted his son Frank to a copartnership, and is continwing
hiz work with the swne good sitecess that eharaecterized his previous
dealings. The firnn of Buchanan & Pauterson was noted for its ex-
tensive dealines. handling almost exclusively -its own land, at one
time having title to 10,000 acres.

Mr. Buchanan mavried. July 10, 1879, Einma Newbold, who was
born in Van Buren county, Town. Her father, the late J. G. New-
bold, was a man of mueh promiuence in lowa, conspicuously identi-
fied with the republican party, and for two vearz served as governor
of the state. 1le had previously filled the nilice nf lteutenant gov-

1! - _ [
ernor, succeeding Mr. Kirkwood when he was eleeted ta the United
States Senate.  He zerved as a soldier in the Civil war, being captain
of his company. His widow, a venerable womuan of eightv-nine vears,
is now living with her daughter, Mrs. Buchanan. Mr. and Mis.
Buchanan have three children. namelyv: Perry G., managing the
farm of his father. whe owns about 1.200 acres of land: Frank M.,
in business with his father: and Clark, of Los Angeles. California, a
member of 1he Auto Club of Southern California.  Mr. Buchanan 13
a demoerat in polities, and is a Mason.

WrrrLiay II. Houser. The early settlers of Lincoln county
passed through some experiences which will not come to those of the
present generation if they remain in this locality. The pioneers of
this section of the state had to exert their ingenuity to provide a
shelter for their families and stock. for there was very little natural
timber, and lumber was too expensive. The majority of them fash-
joned crude sod-houses and in them carried on their ordinary home
activities uniil thev had acquired a sutficient amount of this world’s
goods to replace their original hoine with one fashioned from better
materials. Tt is remarkable how warm and comfortable those little
houses were, and Low happy the home: made in them, and one of
the men who looks baeck with pleasure upon the meniories of those
davs is William H. Houser of section 8, township 12, who now owns
a finely improved farm in the Maxwel! neighborhood.

Ile was born in Monroe county, Pennsylvania, on January 1,
1862, a son of Josiah and Elizabeth (Bronson) Houser, natives of
Pennsyvlvania. Josiah Houser condueted a sawmill in Pennsylvania,
but left it in 1865 and migrated west to Nemaha eounty, Kansas.
where he homesteaded, proved up his elaim and achieved a far
measure of success as a farmer and stockraiser. In politics he was
a republican. While he was not a member of any religious organ-
ization, he gave his support to the Lutheran Church, of which his
wife was a devout member. Their children were gs follows: Edwin.
who is a railroad man of Minnesota; Emma, who is the wife of
Henry Fries of Upland, Nebraska; Amelia, who is the wife of Frank
Wilsev. of the State of Washington; and three who are decensed.

William H. Houser came west to Kanzag with his parents, and
in 1899 left that state for Nebraska. renting land in Dawson county
for six years, and then in 1898 he came to Lineoln county and
bought o squatter's rights to his present farm. He has always
raised a diversified line of crops and a good grade of livestock,-and
is now specializing on Duroc-Tersey and Poland-China hogs. All
of the improvements on his farm have been made by him, and they
reflect credit upon his good management and sense of order. The
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present residence i= o vast improvement on the original sod house,
but the same kindly spirit of hospitality prevails in it as character-
ized the pioneer home of the Houser family.  Mr. Houser is a stock-
holder in the Farmers Union of Omaha and of the Galloway Com-
any.

) In 1893 Mr. IHouser was married in Dawson county, Nehraska
to Grace Anderson, a daughter of A. G. Anderson, an early settler
of Dawson eounty.  Not only are both Mr. and Mrs. Andeson stils
living, but Mr. Anderson’s mother survives, having reached the
unusual age of ninety-two vears. There were eight children in the
Anderson family, six of whom survive, including: Mrs. Houser,
who 15 the eldest: Ada, who 13 the wife of Lewis Somnier, of Lincoln
county; Alma, who is the wife of Will Love, resides near Coza
Nebraska; Flla, who is the wife of Andres Anderson; and Hazel,
who 15 the wife of Roland Johuson, of Gothenburg, Nebraska.

Mr. and Mrs. Houser became the parents of the following chil-
dren: Owen, who enlisted for service during the creat war at North
Platte, was trained at Lineoln, Nebraska, as o mechanic, and at
Camp Haneock, Geargia, a5 a machine gunner; Willis, who is en-
gaged in farming on the home place; Arthnr, who is at home; and
Alva, who is attending the home schools. Mr. Fouser is an inde-
pendent voter. M= Houser is a consistent member of the Baptist
Church. The prosperity now enjoved by the Houser family is the
result of hard work intelligently directed and right living, ‘and no
r}eople stand any higher in the estimation of their neighbors than
they.

NATHANIEL BRATTEN.  America has always held the gates of her
empty ports ajar 1o the sons of Sweden, and, having thus extended
themn a hearty hand of weleonme and given them every epportunity
to advance themselves after thev got within our borders, they have
come in large mumbers from vear to vear and their substantial homes
now dot the hills and plains of neaily every agricultural community
of the Union, and there is hardly a city of any importance in which
we do not find their homes and places of business. Thus they have
aided us in developing this vast western hemisphere, and we huve
in turn benefited them. They were reared in a land where Mother
Nature 1s somewhat unkind, where the winters are iong and the
country rugaed, so there thev hald to expend every energy in their
battle of life. This fact has enabled them to win sueccss in this
country of ours where there are unlimited opportuunities, for they
do not halt at anyv obstacle or permit any adversity to swerve them
from their course.

Nathaniel Bratten wa: born in Sweden Julv 15, 1875, and is
the son of Androw and Anna L. Bratten. In 1881, when the subject
was but six yvears of age. the family immigrated to the United States
and settled first at Rock I:land, Tilinois. where the father obtained
employment in a sawmill. Three vears later they came to Lincoln
connty. Nebraska, and here he honesteaded 160 acres of land and
made his permanent howe until his death.  He is survived by his
widow, who is the mother of three children.

Nathaniel Bratten remained with his parents and accompanied
them on their removal to Lineoln county. securing his education in
the schools of Rock Island and later in this county. After remain-
ing with his parents until maturity he began life on his own aceount
as a farmer, and bas been eniinently successful in his efforts, being
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now the owner of 1,300 acrez of fine land in zectiom 26, the home
being in township 13, range 26 Ile bas here made many suistan-
tial and permanent improvemnents, the farm now ranking among
the best 1n his section of the connty. Ile has given his attention
to general farming and stoek raising. keeping good grades of lhorses,
cattle and hoes. lle came to this locality in the forinative period of
its development, and has therefore been a witness of the wonderful
changes and development which hus here taken pluce.

On July 20, 1901. Mr. Dratten was united in marriage to Olga
Anderson, the daughicer of Louis ‘Anderson. who now lives in Lin-
eoln county. To this union have been Liorn eight children, namely:
Julius E., Ruth, Ruben, Judith, Lydia, Seth. Martha and Eva.

Mr. Bratten and hiz family are members of the Swedish Mission
Church, to which he gives liberal support. e takes a commendable
interest in the public affairz of his locality. Success has been
achieved by him because he has been perzistent along legitimate
lines and has been an advocate of twentieth-century methods, which
ke employs on his fine furm, as anvone mayv readily discover by
even a cursory glaice over his well kept premises and well improved
fields. He has given evidence of the outcropping of many of the
sterling attributes of his sturdy Swedish ancestors, and while labor-
ing for his individual advancement he has not been neglectful of
his duties to his neighhors and the general publie, and he i there-
fore held in high favor by his many acquaintances.

Avgust EraxpeEr. The chief characteristics of August Elander,
well- known citizen of this county, are keenness of perception, an
untlagging energy. honesty of purpose and motive und everyday
common sense. which have enabled him not only to advance his
own interests, but also largely contribute to the moral and material
advancement of the community, He has worked his way from a
modest beginning, having landed from a foreign strand on our
shores many years ago. rising step by step to a posilion of no mean
importanee hyv his individual effortz, which have been practically
unaided, This fuet renders him the mwore worthy of the praise
that is freely aceorded him by his fellow men, his life having been
one of unceasing industry and perseverance.

August Elander was boin in Sweden November 4, 1862, and he
is the son of Andrew and Louise Anderson. hoth of whom spent
their entire lives in their native land, where the fallier followed
the vocation of farming. They both lived to advanced ages, being
respectively eightv-seven aud eighty-five vears of age at the time
of their deaths. They were the parenis of nine sons, all of whom are
deceased exeepting the subjeet of this sketeli. and there are two
daughters living. Augnst Flander was reared nnder the parental roof
to the age of twenty vears and sceured his edueational training in
the schools of his native town. At the age of twenty-two he came
to the United States and for four vears lived in the State of Illinois,
where he was emploved at farm work. He then came to Lincoln
county and entered a tract of land. applving himself at once to
the task of rendering it fit for cultivation. His first vears here were
marked by hard and econsecutive toil, for he was ambitious and in-
dustrions, elemenis which have heen the scerets of his suecess,
Abundant suceess attended hiz efforts and he added to his land
holdings from time to time until he is now the owner of nearly 1,500
acres of land, comprising ag fine a farm as ean he found in his
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section of the county. He has been methodieal and systematic in
his operations, cxerewsing good juwdgment and excellent diserimie-
tion, so that among his fellow eitizens he enjoys a wide reputation
a3 an enterprising and progressive faruier.

In 1894 Mr. Elunder was united in marriage with Annie Bratten,
whose family is referred to elsewhere in this work. To this union
have been horn four children: Boyd Rudelph, Alf Victor, Signa
M. and Alden.

Politically Mr. Elander is not permanently aligned with any of
the great parties, preferring o maintain an independent attitude,
voting for the candidates who meet with his approval regardless of
party lines. Ile has always taken a eoiamendable interest in the
welfare of the community and rendered eflective serviee as treasurer
of the school bourd for thirteen years. In his religious faith he is a
Lutheran, as is also his wife. Ilis career presents a notable example
of those qualities of mind and character which overcome obstacles
and win success, and because of these things lie enjovs the confidence
and esteemn of all who know hiw.

Hexry D. Discoe.  Sore of the men of Lincoln county who are
now engaged in conducting their own land were formerly engaged
in work along the same line for others. and iu such eapaeitios gained
a practical knowledge of the business which later served them in good
stead. Such a mau is Henry D. Discoe of section 19, township 12,
in the neighborhood of Brady. He was born at Cleveland, Ohio,
in ]}.:977, and a sketeh of his family being eiven elsewhere in this
work.

Henry D. Discoe was brought to Lincoln county by his parents
when he was still a lad, they being among the pioneers of this region,
and here he received his educational training in the district school.
When the family came to Lincoln county they found conditions
very primitive and passed through the usual experiences incident
to life on the frontier. The majority of the early settlers of Lincoln
county had to depend on sod-houses or dugouts for shelter during
their first few years, and vet they thrived and were happy in their
crude homes, and many of them cherish pleasant memories of those
duys. Thewpen-handed hospiwlity. the neighhorly helpfulness and
generous sympathy which prevailed to an estent not known today
united the pioneers and held them together by houds no after expe-
riences could sever.

When he began farming for himself Henry D. Discoe located on
a quarter section of land near Fort MePherson, and here he carried
on a general farming and stockraising business until April, 1912,
shen he removed to the H. L. Williams ranch of about eight sec-
tions. Since comning to this place Mr. Discoe has rendered appre-
ciiated serviee as foreman of this large acrease. This iz the second
time he has heen foreman of the Williams ranch.

In 1900 Mr. Discoe was married to Minnie B. Rose, a daughter
of Samuel Rose, one of the early settlers of Lincoln county. Mr. and
M. Discoe becanie the pavents of five children: Edward, the oldest,
who died in 1919, aged ninetcen yvears; Harlen, who is attending
school at Brady; Elsie, who died when young; Harry, who is attend-
ing the district sehools: and Gertrude, who is also attending the
distriet schools. Mr. Discoe believes that it is more important to
secure good men for publie oftice than it is to keep any one party in
power, and s0 votes independently. Aside from his membership in
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the Modern Woodnien of Ameriea he does not belong to any lodyes
or societies, devoting himself (o his farm ajul family.  Having spent
so many years in this locality. and having all of his interests cen-
tered here, he is naturally a booster for it and hag borne his part
in the making of recent neighborhood improvements,

Harry C. Comx. One of the native sons of Lincoln county,
Harry C. Cohn. has the distinetion of residing on the farm on which
he was born in 1883, and which his father, M. J Cohn, horme-
steaded manv years ago. Having been boru, reared and educated
in this neighborhood, Mr. Cohin naturally ehoose it as the scene of
his manhood activitica. and in time hought from his father the 180
acres of highly cultivated land he now owns.

At the time the Cohn family came into Linceln county this part
of Nebraska was practically undeveloped. and owing to the luck of
moisture it was not then resarded as likely to become a great agri-
cultural center. As the vears went by and experiments proved the
practicability of supplyving the lack of moisture through irrigation
ditches, movements were inaugurated for the purpose of building
systems which would supply water through all of this region and
enable the owners of ithe land to turn their attention to any branch
of agriculture which suited their taste. In this work of reclamation
the Cohn family bore their part. as they have in all of the con-
struetive labors of tlie county, and while prosperity came to them
es a resulting factor of this display of public spirit, they felt equally
rewarded in the realization that they had but done their duty in thus
forwarding measures which were 0 benefcial to all.

Harry C. Cohn has devoted all of his energies to general farming
and stockraising. and is a recognized expert in his work. His stock
is of an excellent grude, and his product shows the resalt of careful
selection and breeding.

On January 1. 1914, Hamry C. Cohn was married to Eva Towers,
daughter of W. H. Towers, and a sketch of whose family will be
found elsewhere in this work, as will be that of the Cohn family.
Mr. and Mrs. Cohn became the parents of the following children :
Theodore, Allwin and Evelyvn, wEo are all living. .\ strong repub-
lican, he was elected on his party ticket in 1911 to the office of road
overseer of his homne district. and has held that office ever since. He
is a friend of the “good roads” movement, and his work in its
behalf is very effective. Alert, experienced and public-spirited, he
15 one of the representatives of the hest element of American imanhood
to be found not oulv in Lineoln county but in this part of Nebraska,

and he numbers hiz personal friends by the hundreds.

M. W. HarpesTy. Tt is a notable fact that the majority of the
men who homesteaded in Lineoln county did so with the intention
of hecoming permanent residents of this region and not as a matter
of speculation. That fact lies back of the rapid development of
this part of the state, for the men who were here during the forma-
tive period of the ecounty naturally knew its needs and how to mect
the requirements of the expanding intercsts 80 as to have as little
delay as possible. and in consequence improvemelits have been in-
augurated and completed in a truly remarkable manner. One of
the men who is numbered among the pioneers of the county, and
whose fine farm in section 15, township 12, in the Brady neighbor-
hood, cune to him throngh homesteading is M. W. Hardesty of
this review.
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The birth of Mr. Hardesty occurred in Boone county, Indiana,
on February 23, 1885. He is a son of Solomon and Harriet (Davis)
Hardesty, natives of Olio, who moved {o Boone county, Indiana,
where he worked as u millwright. Later thev went to Jown, where ho
died. IMis widow came west to Gosper eounty, Nebraska, home-
steaded, proved up her claim, to which she later added more land by
purchase, and had a large farm al the time of her death, which
occurred in Nebraska. Solomon Iardesty was a democrat in his
political convictions. :

M. W. Hardesty was reared in Jowa, where he attended the public
schools. He came from Jowa to Nebraska, and in 1886 located in
Linceln county. Here he homesteaded, proved up his elaim, and
has since lived upon it, developing it into one of the valuable rural
properties of this section. All of the improvements have been made
by him, and he carries on a general farming and stockraising busi-
ness, his livestock being of a good grade.

In 1881 Mr. Hardesty was married in Iowa to Maggie Garwood,
born in Indiana, and they became the parents of two children,
namely: Edna, who is the wife of Charles Everly, of Maxwell;
and Earl Elmer, who is at home. While he oftentimes votes for
the man rather than according to party lines, Mr. Hardesty is a
democrat on general principles. Ile has not associated himself
with any religious organization, but Mre. Hardesty is an active
member of the Christian Chureh. The independence Mr. Hardesty
now enjoys 1s the result of his own unaided efforts, and he deserves
great credit for his foresight, industry and good management.

Harey J. PELL. A farmer of remarkable force of character and
an upright and worthy man, Harry J. Pell, of section 5, township
12, is one of the worthwhile men of Lincoln county who 18 entitled
to a place in a work of this nature. ITe was brought up to hard work
and strict discipline on the farm, and his present prosperity is prob-
ably due to his wholesome early life and the habits of self-restraint
taught him through careful rearing by excellent parents.

Harry J. Pell was born in Lanenster county, Pennsylvania, in
Mareh, 1871, a son of Henrv Il. Pell. whose biography is given
elsewhere in this volume. In 1879 the family eame to North Piatte,
Nebraska, and Iarry J. Pell was reared in the neighborhood of the
county geat of Lincoln county and sent to its schiools. When he
was old enough to become self-supporting, he rode the range for
three years with the Hershey outfit, and then went to Montana and
worked for a time in the vicinity of Miles City, following which
he rode the range for the Ogalalla Cross H and the Four IH outfits,
being engaged in all for ten vears as a cowboy.

Returning to Nebraska in 1396, Mr. Pell came to his present
farm and immediately went to work to improve it. These improve-
ments are all first class and add very much to the value of his prop-
erty. Here he carries on general farming and raises a good grade
of stock for dairy purposes. e is intercsted in the Farmers Union
of Omaha, Nebraska, and is active in ii.

In 1897 Mr. Pell was united in marriage with Addie Dalton,
born in Lineoln county, a daughter of Williain Dalton, one of the
very early settlers of Lincoln county. Both he and Mrs. Dalton
are now decensed. )

In his politics Mr. Pell is an independent voter, for he believes
it 1s better to select for oflice men who are capable of discharging
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efficiently the responsibilities entailed by the occupancy of it than
to be bound by close party ties. During his long experience in the
West Mr. Pell has witnessed many changes, and had some zdven-
tures. While riding the range the presence of numerous rtattle-
snakes was not only unpleasant but dangerous, and he became quite
proficient in exterminafing them, one day making a record Kiil of
eighteen of them. Since coming to Lineoln county as a permanent
seltler he has taken a good ecitizen’s part in the development of his
locality, and feels that it would be diflienlt to find a region better
fitted for the development of valuable agricultural interesis than
the one in which he has lived for so long, an opinion which is shared
by the majority of his neighbors. He and wife are members of
the Church of the Latter Day Saints.

Erery A. CrosBy. Certain definite qualities are demanded of
the men of today who safeguard the people of their communities,
They must be upright, courageous and shrewd, for they are obliged
to pit honor against dizhonor, bravery against eowardice and exert
themselves to combat abnormal intellizence on the part of the law-
breakers. Owing to the almost universal use of automobiles, the
rural regions are infested by the worst type of city offenders who
seek in them a refuge from the payment of the just penalty for their
offenses against the law. Therefore the officers of justice in com-
munities which have no eriminal elass of their own are forced to be
prepared to deal with men who have placed themsclves outside of
ordinary living conditions. For this reason more care than ever
is exercised in the clioice of these officers, and the fact that they are
selected is proof positive that they are men of unusual character
and upright life.” Elery A. Crosby, marshal of Sutherland, is no
exception to this rule, and his strict enforcement of the law and fear-
lessness in dealing with such fugitives as may seek to escapc by com-
ingﬁi} his community make his name one not relished by the under-
world.

Elery A. Crosby is a native son of ITllinois, having been born in
Cherry Valley, Winnebago county, that state, on December 11, 1853,
He is'a son of Sydney A. and Jufia (Daggett) Crosby, the former of
whom was born in New York State and the latter in Illinois.
Sydney A. Crosby was a carpenter by trade and later in life became
a confractor, operating prinecipally in Illinoiz, to which state he
came in young manhood. Fe died at the age of seventy-cight years,
but his widow, now eighty-two vears old. survives and lives at Rock-
ford, Illinois. Mr. Crosby was a republican in politics, and he and
his wife found expression for their religious faith in the Methodist
Episcopal Churcl, of which they were devout members. Of the
six children born to them five survive, namely: Carrie Bell, who 1s
the wife of W. N. Garrett, of Rockford, Illinois; Henry ¥, who is
a carpenter of Mason Citv, Jowa: Laura L., who is the wife of Frank
Garrett, of Rockford. Illinois; George M., who 1s a pamter and lives
in Illinois; and Elery A, whose name heads this review.

Ilery A. Croshy attended the common schools of THinois, and
left his native state in 1878 to come to IHastings, Nebraska, where
he worked at farminz. In 1884 he came to Lineoln county, home-
steaded, proved up his claim and carried on general farming and
stockraising until he retired and came to Sutherland. He and his
wife passed throueh all the incidents and participated in the hard-
ships of pioneer life. Their first home was built of sod and was
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very different from their present comfortable residence al Suther-
land, but thev were willing to endure what they did so as to acquire
4ocompeteney and bring up their childron amid healthtul pural
surroundings.

On September 24, 1580, M. Croshy was united in marriage with
Lucy A. Powers. a daughter of John 11, Powets, one of the earliest
settlers of A dwns county, Nebraska, At one time he was candidate
for the oftice of governor of Nebrasky. Mr. and Mrs, Crosby became
the parents of the following ehildren - (ieorge, who is a farnier of
Lincoln county; M. E., who is an altorney of North Platte, Ne-
braska; Elmer A., who is a farmer of Lincoln county ; and Mary B,
who is the wife of E. D Warner, of Chadron, Nebraska, where he
is engaged in the telephone business. Mr. Crosby is & Mason and
belongs to the Modern Woodmen of America and the Fustern Star.
Mrs. Crosby helongs to the Presbvterian Church. 1In politics the
Crosbys are republicans, and Mr. Croshy served as gssessor and a
school director, and at present iz the marshal of Sutherland. Clean.
minded, considerate and dependable, he is 4 nan among men, and
ne one stands any higher in publie estimation than he.

Wirsur I1. Towers. Lincoln county is admirably suited for
farming purposes at the present day, and one of the men who is
making a suecess of this line of endeavor is Wilbur . Towers of
section 33, township 13. of the Maxwell district. e was born at
Waterbury, Vermont, in 1868, a sou of Henry and Regina (Jewell)
Towers, natives of Vermont. An ex-Union soldier and g farmer,
Henry Towers found his old home tno narrow for him after hi< re.
turn from the army, and at last decided to seek a broader field, and
50 came to, Nebraska, homesteading near Gibbon in Buffalo county,
where he wus one of the pioneers. There he carried on general furam.
ing and stockraising and became one of the prominent men of that
locality and held the office of county commissioner. Both he and
his wife were Adventists in their religious belief. Their children
were as follows: FEthel, who is the wife of Charles Luse, of South
Dakota, who is a farmer; Auna, who is the wife of Mr. Newlin; Lena,
who is the wife of Will Quell, a butcher; Allie, who died on the homeo
farm; and Wilbur H., who was the voungest,

A little child when brought to Nebraska by his parents, Wilbur
H. Towers attended the common schools of Buffzlo county, and
learned practical farming from his father. In 1903 he came from
Buffalo county to Lincoln county and hought a farm, increasing it
until he now owns a half section, on which he is now doing general
farming and stockraising.  His improvements ure mood ones, and
he is constantly adding to them. for he recognizes the valus of ma-
chinery and appliances and of keeping his property up to standard.
His stock is of a good grade, and it meets with g ready sale in the
market. In addition to his agrienltural interests Mr. Towers is a
stockliolder in the Farmers State Bank of Hemhey, and is otherwize
interested in Lincoln countsy matters,

In 1898 Mr. Toawers wus married to Rhoda Fay, a native of Towa,
and they becanie the parents of the following childven : Eva, whe is
the wife of Ifarey Cohn. a farmer of Lincoln county ; Wawvne, who
18 at home: and Earl, who is deceased. After the death of the first
Mrs. Towers, Mr, Towers was married to Mudge Nickerson, a native
of Ohto, who is 4]0 degensed. having horne her hushand twins,
Harold und Helen, who are both at home, attending the Maxwell
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schools. Mr. Towers is an independent voter, preferring to give his
support {0 the man he believes is best fitted for the office in question
than to tie himnself down to any one party.  As an agriculturist he
has succeeded in amassing 2 competency, and as a citizen he has
won the respect of his neighbors. :

WitLtay J. Steant s an old tiure railway man, and nost of
his active life has been gpent at North Dlatte, [Tis efficiency has se-
cured for him several promotions to the higher oflicial responsibilities
of railreading, but he has derived the greatest satisfaction from tle
individual work of engineering, and aftera time he Zave up super-
vising the work of others snd resumed his place with the men ‘in the
ranks. For several yeurs past he has had oue of the leading runs
on the Union Pacific out of North Platte.

Mr. Stuart was born at Cazenovia, New York, May 7, 1832, =on
of Henry and Annie (Winslow) Stuart. Tlis nother was a native
of Edinburg, Scotland, and his father was horn in New York slate,
where he married. Henry Stuart was a pioneer railroad man, one
of the early engineers on tie Lale Shore Railway. In 1855 he moved
to Laporte, Indiana, and ran an engine into Chicago for several
vears. About 1861 he moved his family to Aurera, Illinois, and
continued railroading until 1885. After that he operated a small
fruit farm near Aurora, and he and his wife both djed there. He was
a_Methodist. while his wife was a member of the Episcopal Church.
Henry Stuart was a republican voter. There were nine children,
and six are still living:~ Alfred. a ratlroad man in the South; Sam,
who during 1820-81 was in the railroad service at North Platte, i=
now loeated at Wansas Citv: William J.; John T., a railroad man
with home at North Platte of whom mention is made on other pages
of this work; Mrs. Wright. who lives at Scheneetady, New York
and Henry, a traction motorman out of Cleveland.

Mr. Stuart was about three vears of age when the family moved
to La Porte, Indiana, where he bezan his edueation, and was eleven
vears of age when they went to Aurora, Illinois. He finished his
school work at Aurora, and after that was employed as clerk in a drv
goods store. The vear of the Chicago fire. 1871. he began railroad-
ing, in Novemnber of that vear. His first experience was as an ap-
prentice in the Missouri Pacific shops at Moberly, Missouri. He
remaned there five vears. for a brief time as a fireman. Then, in
1876, Mr. Stuart came out to North Platte, and only a very few rail-
road men then in the serviee of the U'nion Pactfic are still living and
1IN active service. TFor tliree vears he was a fireman, and in the fa]
of 1879 was first promoted o the post of engineer. TTe received o
regular run in 1880 and continued to keep his post in the eab until
1901.  He then accepted the offer to serve as= traveling enginecr on
the Wyoming Division. and during the next six vears his familv lived
at Chevenne, Wyaming. Tn 1907 he wng appointed distriet fareman
at North Platte. but soon resiened and was well satisfied to take aver
a passenger run. - His run is now hetween North Platte and Sterling,
Coloradae.

Mr. Stuart is a past ehief of Division No. 88 of the Brotherhood
of Locomotive Engineers. and has rendered some good service on the
Grievance Board. ITe iz a repuhlican in politicg, lie and his familv
are members of the Episcopal Chureh, and le is prominent in la-
sonry. He is a Knight Templar and Shriner, a past master of his
Lodge, past high priest of the Chapter, and past eminent commander
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of the Commundery, while he and his wife are active in the Fastern
Star, Mrs. Stuart being a past matron of Signet Chupter No. 5.
Mr. Stuart bought his home at 514 West .\ street in 1908.

June 9, 1880, he married for his frst wife Mary G. Brown, who
died in April, 1854, By that union there were three sons, Mr. Stuart
18 patricularly proud of tie patriotic record of his children, The old-
est son, Robert [3., is now ussistant supervizor ol the Trans-Pacific
Radio Service for the governinent, with headquarters at Oakland,
California.  Arthur Wray is a newspaper man at Portland. Oregon.
John T. is a Santa Fe Railroad engineer at Albuquerque, New Mex-
ico. The mother of these sons was a inember of the Episcopal Church.

September 6, 1887, Mr. Stuart marrted Annie E. Gibbs, a native
of 8t. Joseply, Missouri. Three sans have also been born to their mar-
riage: Edward Gibbs Stuart while living at Youngstown, Ohio,
entered the army in May, 1918, received his first training in the in-
fantry, but later was taken out and put in the transportation depart-
ment, and was one of the Americans who did wonders in creating a
real railroad system in France. He served ag vardmaster at Brest
and later at Le Mans. Ile returned from France in September, 1919,
and is now eonnected with the Youngsiown Sheet and Tube Company
in Ohio. The second, William I'.,, a resident of San Francisco, was
in the army from May, 1817, until discharged in July, 1919. He
was with the Fighteenth Engineers. and went overzeas with the first
contingent of enlisted Americans. The third son, Harris Leslie, now
a clerk with the Dixon Jewelry Store at North Platte, was enrolled
in April, 1917, in Company E of the Sixth Nebraska Regiment, later
was transferred to the One Hundred and Twenty-seventh Heavy Ar-
tillery and still later was selected for tank service. He was in the
special school for training ofiicers for that serviee at Gettvsburg,
Pennsylvania, and later was assigned to recruiting duty at Denver
and was there when the Armistice was signed. Afterward he was in
the Reserved Officers Training School and was not mustered out until

Pecember, 1919.

Frep MarquerTr, who came to Lincoln county in an early day
and has here become well established through his industry and right
living, and therefore has henefitted himself and the community alike,
is the well known farmer, Fred Marquette, a man who has rerited
in every way the success he has achieved in a material wav and the
estcem of his fellow citizens, whieh all who know him freely accord.

Fred Marquette was born in Germany on May 11, 1858, and is
the son of Chris and Johannah Marquette. These parents were born,
reared, edueated and married in Germany, and in 1859 they came to
the United States in the hope of bettering their fortunes. Theyv
settled in Ohio, where the father engaged in general farming until
1872, when thev moved to Otoe county, Nebraska, where he farmed
for about a year, and at the end of that time he came to Lincoln
county. He here filed on a homestead. whieh he proved up and
thereafter devoted himself to the operation of this farm uuntil his
death, which oeccurred in 1912, at the age of fiftv-cight years, his
wife also being deceased. The suhject of this sketeh is the only one
of their children now living, and he was ahout one vear old when the
family came from the Fatherland to the United States. Therefore
he was reared and educated in this country. In 1873 he accompanied
his parents on their removal to Lincoln county, and he has ever since
been identificd with this locality. Ile is the owner of 710 acres of
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land, which he is devoting to general farming and stockraising., His
farm is well improved in every respect and 1s admirably adapted to
the purposes to which it is devoted. Mr. Marquette is progressive and
up-to-date in his agricultural methods and has met with pronounced
success in his business affairs. .

Mr. Marquette was married in this county to Louise Girkin, a
native of West Virginia, but whose parents were natives of Germany.
Mr. and Mrs. Marquette have no children of their own, but out of
the kindness of their Liearts they have adopted two chiljmn, Louise
and George Hahn, both of whom are still with them. In political
matters Mr. Marquette i1s independent, not being bound by party
ties. Mrs. Marquette is a member of the Roman Cutholic Church.
Mr. Marguette cousistently gives his support to every worthy bene-
volent movement and to all enterprizes which have for their object
the welfare of the community. Because of these faets and his genial
E_fizrsonality he enjoys the friendship and good will of all who know

m. 3

Freprick Hrix. In the death of Fredrick Hein ILinecoln
county lost one of its valued citizens. The latier part of his life
was spent here, and durtng that time he made a splendid impression
on all who came into contact with him. Quiet and unostentatious in
manner, he nevertheless possessed those attributes of character which
count for success in maferial affairs and for proper relations with so-
ciety, so that to know him was to respect and admire him.

. Fredrick Hein was born in Germany on September 17, 1846,
and his death oecurred on March 8, 1918, He was reared and edu-
cated in his native land, where he remained until 1873, when, am-
bitious for larger opportunities for niaterial advancement, he came
to the United States. His first location was near Bloomington, Illi-
nois, where he was engaged in farming for about six years. In 1879
he came to Nehraska and settled in Stewart county, where he pur-
chased land and was successfully engaged in farming for twenty-four
years. In 1906 Mr. Hein camne to Lincoln county and bought 320
acres of land located in section 22, township 13, range 82, on which
he engaged in farming and stockraising until his labors were inter-
rupted by his death. Ide was a practical and methodical man in all
his operations, and his efforts were rewarded with prosperity.

In Stewart county, Nebraska, in 1882, Mr. Hein was married to
Anna Lindner, who also was a native of Germany, and to them were
born ten children, namely: Mrs. Matilda Meinke, who lives in Wis-
consin: Mrs. Minnie Heitman, of Stewart county, Nebraska; Mrs.
Clnra Meinke, of Stewart county; Fred, at home; Anna. at home;
Edward, who is now at home, enlisted in the United States Ariny
during the World war and wus assigned to Machine Gun Company
No. 18, at Camp Johnson, where he was in training, but did not get
orders for overscas service; Heinie is deceased; Bertha, is at home:
Hernan is deceased ; and William is at home. Mr. Hein was a faith-
ful member of the Lutheran Chrely, to whieh he gave generous sup-

ort. Unassuming in manner, Mr. Hein took a quiet but effective
interest in everything pertainine to the general welfare of the com-
munities in whieh he lived, ever giving his support to all movements
for the advancement of the public good. Because of his suecess and
his high personal character. he enjoyed the universal confidence and
esteem of all who knew him.
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ALFRED LETi,  Que of the progressive and euterprising farmers
of Lincoln counly is the gentlemay whoxe nanie forms the cuption
to this brief review, I[is valuable Property has heen aequired threugh
his own efforts, |is hersistenucy of purpose and his deternination, und
the Prosperity wlich i¢ the legithnate rewapd of all eurnest eflorts
1s today his. “He js easily the peer of any of lus fellows in the quatli-
ties that eonstitute cotreet muanhood soad citizenship, and holds
an enviable place in the estimation of (hose who know him.

Alfred Leth wus bom in Ioward county, Nebraska, on April 23,
1887, and is the son of John and Marie (Demard) Leth, both of
whom were born gand reared in Denmark. = Johu Leth came o the
United States in 1882 and settled at once iy Howard county, Ne-
braska, where for many vears he was successtully engaged i farm-
ing. 1Ile is now retired froni active business affuirs and is living in
St. Paul, Nebraska, To him and his wife were born seven children,
namely: Chris, who lives in Howard county; Alfred, the subject of
this sketch ; James, who lives jn Greeley, Nebrasky ; Morris, who lives
in Howard county: Mrs. Almg Harvey of Howarg county; Mrs. Nora

hristensen, of Howard county; and Algo, who ig unmarried and
lives in &, Paul, Nebraska.

The subject of this sketeh remained on his father’s farn1 until
about twenty vears of age, and iy the sehools of his honie county he
secured a good practical education. [n 1907 he came to Lincoln
county, and for the following two vears was emploved as g general
farni hand. 1n 1909 Je [}urchased 160 acres of good land ip section
13, township 13, range 32, to which he has added by purchase il
be is now the owner of 240 acres of excellent land, which is wel] im-
proved and very productiva, He earries on general farming opera-
tions, raising all the CrOpE comnion to this locality and lias net wiili
gratifying success. He has made many permanent and substantial
Improvements on the place and has just completed the erection of
an attractive and well arranged modern residence, which adds ma.
terially to the value and dppearance of the place.

Mr. Leth was married in this county to Jennje Zavler, a native
of Lincoln county and ihe daughter of Alvin and Lena (Helt)
Zauler. Both of her parents were born and regred in Germany, but
became early settlers of Lincoln county. To My and Mrs. Leth have
been born two eliildren. Marie and AWin, hoth of whoni are at horpe,

Mr. Leth i= independent in his political attitude, but takes an
intelligent interest in Joeal public affairs, havine rendered good sery-
lce a8 a member of the School Board in Distriet No. 26, Tle is a
mentber of the Lutheran Church and gives his support to all worthv
benevolent objects. His success in life has been_the legitimate re.
sult of his own efforts, and hecause of this fact and his sterling char-
acter he has won and retains the aood will and esteeny of the entire

community in which he ljves,

Heryay 17, WENDERORY.  One of onr honored and successfuf
farmers, whe has led a worthy life and taken his proper interest in
the affairs of the eormmunity while advaneing his own intorosts is
Herman TT. Wendehorn, whose splendid farm is located in section
24, township 13, range 32, e is one of the substantial and worthy
men of this part of the county, with no ambition for anvthing but
the sphere of private eitizen, and his fellow citizens bear willing
testimony to hig sterling charaeteristies.

IMerman H. Wendehorn is a native of Germany, where he was
born February 15, 1883, and is the son of Fred Wendeborn ang
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wife, who ulso were born in the Futherland. They cine to the United
States in 1884, and came to Lineoln county, where they entered a
howestead, whieh they proved up and on wliich they earried on gen-
eral farming operations wd stoekraising for twenty-two years. Then,
selling that furu, they nioved to North Platte, where Mr. Wendeborn
entered the emiploy of the Northern Pacitie Ruilroad Company. They
are still living in North Plutte and are highly re=pected by ull who
know them. They became the parents of five children, three of whom
are living, namely: Ienmun 11, the subject of this review: Ldith,
who lives with her parents i North Platte; and Mre. Guy Cover, of
North Platte. ' :

Herman 1. Wendeborn was about one vear old wheun the family
came to the United States. and in the schools of Lincoln countv he
secured his education. He has followed furming during all the
active years of his life, remaining with his father until 1905, when
he engaged in farming on his own account, buying a half section of
land, which he now occupies and which he i= devoting to general
farming operations and stockraising. He is thoroughly practical in
everything he does, and has achieved a distinet suceess in his voca-
tion, being numbered among the enterprising and up-to-date agri-
culturists of his seetion of the county.

Mr. Wendeborn was married in Lineoln county in 1906 to Cath-
erine Zauler, a native of Kansas and the daughter of Albin and Helt
Zauler. These parents canie from Germany in an early day, and
became pioneer settlers of Kansas, where they lived for a number
of years. Later they came to Lincoln county, where thev obtained
a farm by homestead entry, and are still engaged in farming there.
To the subject and his wife Liave heen born three chj ldren, Margaret,
Adolph and Derothy.

Politically Mr. Wendeborn is independent, but consistently votes
for the best interests of his country and his community regardless of
party claimz.  Ile has rendered efficient and appreciated service as a
member of School Bourd No. 26. He and his wife are members of
the Luitheran Church. He is a genial and unassuming man, whom
te know is to like, and he has a host of warm and loyal friends in
this community.

AtGUst N, SaxBarc. One of the thrifty and highly respected
natives of Sweden who ecast their lot with the people of Lineoln
county in its period of rapid development, and who has since pros-
pered by his elose application and the exercise of sound business prin-
ciples is August N. Sanbare. a distinetive type of the sucecessful, =elf-
made man. Not a preientious life has been his, but one that has
been true to itzelf and to which the biographer max refer with feel-
ings of satisfaction and respect. He has shown himself to be g man
of sterling character and alert mentality, deeply interested in everv-
thing pertaining to the advancement of (he community along ma-
terial, civie and moral lines, and today i= recognized as one of the
representative men of his section of the connty.

August N. Sanbarg was born in Sweden on the 23 day of Octo-
ber, 1865, and i= a son of Nels and Eline (Jolmson) Anderson. boih
of whom also were natives of Sweden, where the mother is still liv-
ing.  They became the parents of four children. namely: .Joel, a
farmer in Lineoln county; August N., the immediate subject of this
review ; John, who lives in Montana; and Mrs. Tilda Peterson, also
of Montana,
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The subject of this sketch reniained with his parents until he
had attained his majority, in the ticantinge securing his educational
training in the publie schools, Iu 1886, seeking wiiler opportunities
for material advancement, he came to the United states, and at oneo
located ut Gothen bnirg, Nebraska, where for about a year he was em.-
Ployed in general work. Iy 1887 he cawe to Lincoly county and
afterward entered homestead, whiel he eventually proved up, and
which became the nueleys of his present splendid property. He mades
all the intprovements, which are of a permanent gnd substantial
character, and hus devoted the land to general farming purposes, in
addition to which he has given considerable attention to the raising
of cattle, having met with gratifying suecess in hoth lines. His farm
now comprises 800 acres of land, and ereat credit is due My Sanbarg,
for he had practicallv nothing when fie came to this county and has
accumulated b PTesent property solely through his persistent and
indefatigable efforts along legitimate lines, Having come to this
locality in its formative period. he necessarily underwent many hard-
ships and privations during his earlier years here, but he had abun.
dant faith in the future of this section, and his Judgment has been
abundantly justified.

Politieally Mr. Sanbarg is not aligned with either of the great
political parties, but custs his vote for the men and measures which
he deems for the best interests of the community. He has given good
service as a former member of the School Board of District No. 17
and has consistently given his SUPPOTt to every measure for the gen-
eral welfare, e s o niember of the Lutheran Church. Because of
his success and his sterling qualities of character, he is held in high
esteetn throughout the community.

Jony K. Barvgrr. An excellent way, perhaps. to ecome to 5
realization of the value of farmers to a country would be to consider
public conditions without their activities. Very soon would com-
merce end, travel cease, the arts and sciences languish, and comfort
and good health dizappear preliminary to the final extinetion of g
large part of the human race, much of which has alreadv been proven
in the devastated regions of the old world, where agricultural produc-
tion has hecn interrupted or destroyed by the war. On the other
hand, when agriculture in its different branches flourizshes plenty
abounds and physical and mental growth leads g country onward
and upward. ~ Old-time methods have been largely displaced with
wider agvicultural knowledee, and through the gradual introduection
of farm machinery the underlying principle eannot be changed that
soil, verv like human beings, will respond to the intelligent study
that establishes complete nnderstanding. When the modern farmer
1s suecessful in his agricultural industries it is pretty certain that he
takes this broad view of his work. hence his rewards are certain and
satisfactorv. Until he does take this view he cannot hope to advance
beyond a hare living. and sometimes cannot even secure that. One
of the men of Lincoln county who has come to a realization of al]
this and is meeting with sueceess is John K. Barnett of township 13.

Mr. Barnett was born in_southenstern Towa on May 4, 1870, 4
son of Lyeurens and Nina Barnett, natives of southeastern Qhio.
Lyeurgus Barnett came as far west as Iowa in Young manhood, and
was there sueeessfully engaged in farming until his death, which
oceurred in 1881, when he was forty-nine years of ace. His widow
died the following vear, aged forty-nine years. They became the par-
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entls of the following children: M. [da Childon, of Towa; John K.,
who was second in order of birtk; Clarence, who is living at Greeley
Nebraska; aud three who are deceased, ,

In 1881 John K. Barnett came to Nebraska und spent some time
in Folt and Polk counties, hut did not meet with very gratifying
results, and wt last went to Iliteheock county, but three vears ihere
convineed hiin he was simply losing time, und therefore in 1909 he
came to Lincoln county us o last resort. At that time he wns $2,000
in debt, and borrowed more. money to buy land, but so fortunate
was he 1n his final selection that lie not only has eleared off all his
obligations but owns 640 acres of land that is well improved, and has
just completed a fine modern residence at a cost of $7,000. During
1919 he produced 9,000 bushels of wheut, and his crops for 1920
promise to be even better.

Mr. Barnett was married in Polk county, Nebraska, to Elizabeth
Hasselbaleh, a native of Denmark, and a daughter of Stein and
Emma Hasselbaleh, both of whom were born in Denmark. They
came to the United States in 1858 and settled in Polk county, Ne-
braska, where Mr. Hasselbaleh was engaged in farming until his
death. His widow survives him and continnes to live in Polk county.
Mr. and Mrs. Barnett became the parents of the following children:
Mrs. Bessie Zimmerman. who is living at her father’s home; Charles,
who 1s also at home; Mrs. Hazel Koch, who is living in Lincoln
county; and Ralph, Gerda, Glenn and Neal, who are at home; an
unnained infant who is deceased: and Edna, Nels and John, who are
also at home. Mrs. Barnett died on June 10,1919, and her demise is
mourned by her family and many friends, for she was a most ex-
cellent lady who earried into her evervday life the Christian virtues
she professed as a member of the Lutheran Church. Mr. Darnett be-
longs to the Methodist Episcopal Church. In polities he is a repub-
Lican, and at one time was on the School Board of District No. 39.
For some time he has maintained membership with the Modern
Woodmen of Ameriea.

Lixcouy C. AprircaTe.  Without doubt there is no other calling
which makes such substantial returns for time and monev invested
by the intelligent man as that of farming, but in order to succeed in
this line the one engaging in it must be willing to exert himself to
the utmost and keep abreast of the times in improvements and ma-
chinery, One of the men of Lincoln county who has every reason to
be proud with what he has accomplished is Lincoln C. Applegate,
whose magnificent 3,000 acre farm hears testimony to his skill as a
farmer and business man.

Lincoin C. Applegate was born in Marion county, Iowa, a son of
George Washington Applegate, and there he remained, acquired a
common school education, and assisted his father until 1887, when.
with his parents, he eame to Lincoln county. After his arrival in
this region Mr. Applegate homesteaded a quarter section, proved up
his claint and placed 1t under eultivation. In the meanwhile some
of his neighbors became unwilling to continue Liere o